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fPlanning for death
Former analyst says Grace's

company plan included
asbestos death settlement

fund
Long before anyone in Libby, Mont., ever thought about suing W.R. Grace & Co. for
asbestos-related problems, the company was holding secret meetings and actively
preparing for an onslaught of asbestos lawsuits, according to a former financial analyst atGrace headquarters in New York.Lynn Latchford of Morris Township , N.J., told The Montanian in an interview Friday,S e p t . 22, that she sat in on private meetings in 1982 between Peter Grace and otherGrace Co. executives in which they talked about establishing an "accrual fund" to paysettlements to the fami l i e s of Grace workers whom the company expected to die fromexposure to asbestos.
"There were major accruals that were set up in the hundreds of millions of dollars for thepos s ib i l i ty of lawsuits against W.R. Grace & Co. from people who were going to contracta disease that would lead to their death as a result of exposure to asbestos," Latchfordsaid.
Latch ford said she worked as a financial analyst at Grace headquarters, then in NewYork City, from 1980 to 1984, She says she was prompted to speak out a f t er reading thelatest issue of People Magazine, which features a story about Libby and its asbestosproblems.
"The reason that I telephoned is ... because my grandfather died of asbestosis as a resultof spraying [insulation] on major sites and oil refineries," she said.
"It made me very angry when W.R. Grace had perpetrated not just this but also thecontamination of water wells in Massachusetts, which I was aware of when I was[working at Grace]."
"I quit the company in 1984 and left to go to no other job. I ju s t qiu't because it wasextremely di s sa t i s fac tory to me that the company was being sued on mult iple levels frommul t ip l e p e o p l e and I was aware of the lawsuits and the potential harm of health top e o p l e and I was very upset that they were pretty much playing a numbers game withwhat was occurring," she said.
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Latchford said it is very unlikely that anyone outside the company has ever seen the
information she saw."They may or may not have, Tm not sure. I dont know what the class-action suit hasaccess to. ... But if they were to obtain the business plans submitted by the companiesduring those years from the 1970s and 1980s . . . they will f ind the information on thebusiness plan on the balance sheets and the income statements," Latchford said.What f o l l o w s is a transcript of the relevant portion's of Latchford's phone conversation
with The Montanian:Montanian: "... go ahead and tell me what you told me this morning."Latchford: "I used to work for W.R. Grace and Co."
M: "What was your exact job title?"L: "I was a financial analyst and I worked in a department called financial analysis andplanning which directly reported to a man named J.P. Boulduc. . . . and he reporteddirectly to Peter Grace at the time that I worked there."M: "What was Peter Grace's t i t l e in the company?"L: "At that time it was chairman and chief executive o f f i c er ."
M:"... Is he still alive?"L: "No, he is not. And Mr. J.P. Boulduc was the gentleman who had taken over W.R.Grace from the reins of Peter Grace. He was actually groomed by Peter Grace to takeover chairmanship of the company, which he then proceeded to break the company apartand move the headquarters from New York City to Boca Raton, Florida."M: "How long did you work for Grace?"L: "Three and a half years."M: "You were going to tell me about some meetings that you sat in on."L: "As part of working for the financial analysis and planning department, our job was tosupervise all of the budgets and business plans that were submitted from the variousparts of the company. At that time the company was broken up into S p e c i a l t y Chemicals.,Natural Resources, Industrial Chemicals, Construction Products Division and they had aRestaurant and Retail Products Division. The area that I mostly supervised was NaturalResources, Construction Products and S p e c i a l t y and Industrial Chemicals."M: "What years did you work for Grace?"L: "... me fall of 1980 to ... February of 1984 ..."M: "What did the executives talk about in those meetings?"L: "The various executive vice presidents of each division would submit their businessplans and budgets for a period of f i v e years to Peter Grace [and] a number of other seniorexecutives at headquarters in New York. They would all come from the various areasfrom around the United State s and overseas and submit their financial plans. Thefinancial p lans were scrutinized by ... the department I worked for, and reviewed and . . .directly forwarded to Peter Grace so that he would use our information to question thoseexecutives . . . One of the things that we had to be quite accurate about was all of thebalance sheet and income statement information that was pos ted by each of the d i f f e r e n tdivisions. We had to very care ful ly review all of those f inancial s that were submitted by
ht tp://www.l ibby.org/montanian/page2.html 9/27/00
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."One of the things that 1 was part of was, every year, the executives came to New Yorkfrom the various divisions and submitted their business plans to Mr. Grace. T h e y wouldstand up and f l a s h their business plans [on overhead screens]. It would include theirbalance sheet, income statement, cash f l o w statement, and it would be previous year,current year and f ive years projec t ed . And Peter Grace would ask questions about things
that were on the business plans. At the same time, executives would request specialfunding to do various things, whether it would be to invest money in d i f f e r e n t plants ,research and development . . . I'm talking in the amounts of hundreds of millions of dol larsof capital investment . , . whether or not the company was planning on buying new
companies, and what companies were going to be divested."So all of that information was submitted to and discussed with Peter Grace. These wereclosed-door sessions. The majority of the executives were not present. These were onlythe very senior executives . . . and the analysts . . . and some of the legal team [pre s en t],Peter Grace and some of his personal peop l e .M: "Are those the meetings that you sat in on?"L: "Those are exactly the. ones I sat in on. ... One instance in particular that I'm thinkingof was in December of 1982, is there were major accruals that were set up in thehundreds of millions of dollars for the poss ibil i ty of lawsuits against W.R. Grace & Co.from p eop l e who were going to contract a disease that would lead to their death as aresult of exposure to asbestos."
M: "Can you recall what kind of conversations revolved around this?"L: "They actually pro j e c t ed onto the screen the number of p e o p l e that they expected todie as a result of working in the d i f f e r e n t mines or plants at W.R. Grace, and how muchmoney would need to be set t led with their famil ie s as a result of lawsuits."M: "Did this include tbe Libby mine?"L: "This included everything including the Libby mine. It was all their mining divisions
which was part of the natural resource part of the company as well as the ConstructionProducts Division which also had access to asbestos-related materials."M: "So they knew about these [asbe s to s] hazards and were j u s t working aroundthem, it sounds like."L: "They knew exactly of the hazards and they made accruals on the balance sheet toprojec t exactly how much money W.R. Grace would have to put aside should there be alawsuit."M: "Do you remember any of those numbers?"
L: "The only number I remember s p e c i f i c a l l y was the number of p e o p l e in December of1982 that they expected to die as a result of direct exposure to asbestos and that numberwas 40."
M: "Were all of those p e o p l e in Libby, Montana, or did they say?"L: "No, they did not break it up by mines."
M: "So there were other mines where p e o p l e were being exposed?"L: "W.R, Grace at that time when I worked there owned anywhere between 295 and 336companies. . . . They owned many, many mines and they had natural resource interests
ht tp://www.Ubby.org/montanian/page2.html 9 /27/00
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and construction products companies in the United Sta t e s and overseas. But they did notbreak it down by dril l ing sites, mines, etcetera. They were all lumped together." ...M: "In those meetings did they s p e c i f i c a l l y talk about Libby, Montana, or was it
ju s t about everything in general?"L: "They talked about the mining and its relation to asbestos in general. The only thing
that they were very s p e c i f i c about were the financials. The presentation was not byindividual companies. Each company was a subsidiary of a much larger group. Themining was a part of the Natural Resource Division."M: "Did they talk about mit igating the exposure [of workers to asbestos]?"L: "There was no discussion regarding OSHA [Occupational S a f e t y and Heal thAdministration] requirements or any sa f e ty precautions. T h e y jus t said, 'We expect thismany p e o p l e to die and we're going to accrue this many tens of millions of dollars on thebalance sheet as an accrual for l iabi l i ty for potential lawsuits."'M: "And there was no discussion at all about s a f e t y or reduction of exposure?"L: "Not at these meetings. The s e meetings were financial in nature." ...M: " [ W e ] watched a court depo s i t i on of the mine manager [Earl Lovick) f r o m L i b b yand they knew about the s a f e t y hazards here and they purpo s e ly withheld it from
the employees."L: "And that is one of the things that they cite in the People Magazine article, which iswhy I called. Because it made me very angry when W.R. Grace had perpetrated not j u s tthis but also the contamination of water wells in Massachusetts, which I was aware ofwhen I was [working at Grace], I quit the company in 1984 and left to go to no other j o b ,I ju s t quit because it was extremely di s sa t i s fac tory to me that the company was beingsued on mul t ip l e levels from mul t ip l e p e o p l e and I was aware of the lawsuits and thepotential harm of health to p e o p l e and I was very upset that they were pretty muchplaying a numbers game with what was occurring."So simultaneously they were not setting up major accruals for cleanup, They weresetting up accruals on the balance sheet for death settlements."The reason that I telephoned is, I remember this so s p e c i f i c a l l y this particular incidentof asbestos-related deaths, because my grandfather died of asbestosis as a result of
spraying [insulation] on major sites and oil refineries. He died as a result of that. So when[the death pro j e c t i ons were] presented at [the] W.R. Grace [meetings I attended] I wasf loored."
M: "How many meetings did you attend where you heard these kinds ofdiscussions?"
L: "These meetings went on for approximately three to four weeks and they were heldeveryday, 12 to 14 hours a day. And they were held every December. I was only presentfor the one that was sp e c i f i c to the asbestos-related deaths ... only once ... in Decemberof 1982." ...

* * * *
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Mormation that I have access to."
M: "Do you s t i l l have access to it?"L: "No. The information would be contained in conf ident ial board minutes [and] thebusiness plans that are submitted by each d i f f e r e n t division of the company at theheadquarters, If the litigants are subpoenaing documents from the individual companies,they would have to be aware of the fact that the documents that pertain to many of these -- and remember, on all of these financials that were up on a big screen for all of us toview, were many, many foo tno t e s ... and I may not recall everything that was in thef oo tno t e s , so it could very well be that individual companies or mines or drill ing rigsetcetera were footnoted and I just don't recall them at this time."
M: "But if someone were wanting to f i n d out the heart of the c o m p a n y ' s posi t ion onthese matters..."
L: "They would have to go to the business plans. Every company was absolutelyscrutinized by their business plan which contained actual and pro j e c t ed data for eachcompany within W.R, Grace."
M: "And these are the p l a n s you say peop l e have not seen yet?"L: "They may or may not have, I'm not sure. I don't know what the class-action suit hasaccess to. ... But if they were to obtain the business plans submitted by the companiesduring those years from the 1970s and 1980s .,. they will f ind the information on thebusiness plan on the balance sheets and the income statements."

ht tp://www.l ibby.org/montanian/page2.html 9 /27/00
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Libby CommunityAdvisory GroupMeeting SummarySept 14, 2000Introductions' Gerald Muieller and Libby Community AdvisoryGroup (CAC5) members present introduced them-selves. A list of the:rnembers in attendance is at-tached below as Appendix 1.
Agenda .Mr. Mueller reviewed:an agenda for this meetingincluding the f o l l o w i n g topics:
• EPAReport . ' • ' ;-.;... -.v;;..—
• A T S D R ' R e p o r t , " • • : . : - ' , • . , .

. » CoMyReport . ' ' . • " . ' " . ' , ' . ' .
• CAS';Btructure: : , '•"•'
e Tunis i e t t er
• Next S t e p s -Meeting Date and Agenda' :

E P A R e p o r tW e n d v T h o m iMs. Thpmi made available the revised agenda forthe Libby Asbestos and Public H e a l t h C o n f e r e n c emat will be held in Libby on September 21-23, :. 2000. While the conference i srfree and open tothe public, she urged peop l e to pre-register for it .so that EPA can have an accurate lunch count Fi-nally, she reported that the r e l e a s e ' o f the EPAcommunity involvement plan for public commentwill be delayed one month. .; .....
Paul Peronard - , " 'Mr. Peronard announced that EPA had f i l e d suitin federal court Rgnimt W.R. Grace, seeking accessto the screening plant area to remove asbestos-contaminated soil and to the mine to carry outcleanup activities arid dispose of asbestos-•contaminated soil and debris that is being re- ••.moved from the screening plant. The suit was -f i l e d because negotiations with W.R. Grace to ob-tain access f a i l e d
Excavation is continuing at the screening plantsite, and should be completed in two to threeweeks. Contaminated, materials will be coveredand stored over the winter on site. EPA antici- :

pates moving the material to disposal in the springaf t er resolution of mine access. The archeologistis f ind ing many arti fact s such as prayer beads andarrow points on the site that are 7,000 to 10,000years old.
Progress is continuing at the export site* butslowly. The new bu i ld ing f or Millwork West isnowscheduled for completion on October 1,2000. The planner building has been cleaned 'EPA a n d W J t Grace have separately taken sam-ple s m the building and detected no fibers. Exc«-vation will not begin at the export plant site untilaf t er Millwork West has been moved to its new.site. • . . . .
At fte next CAG meeting, Mr. Peronard will pros-.ent a power poml presentation of the air sampling'Tesufts.'af fee cleanup sites. Three types of sam-..;v

long, and 25' deep, was dug through the debrisand not much was found. No liquid or f ibers weredetected. The second trench will be opened onSeptember 15. A well will also be dr i l l ed at thissite to analyze for poss ible ground water contami-nation.
CAG Member Question- Jfthe city sells the ex-port site back to WJL Grace, would EPA accessbe affected?Answer— T h e . relocation of Millwork West maybe a f f e c t e d , but not EPA site access. . • ..-
CAGMeriiterCommerft^-. One of the air sampleroutside of Shework'ar&i'at'ihe ball field found0.003 fibers per cubic centimeter. -This concen-tration if breathed fqr^24 hours would expose.; someone to 'i 1,840. fibers. : :-- •Response^ This data point is based on detectiono f o n e ; f i b e r b y p h a s e contrast microscopy which'does not characterize the f iber as well as scanning' electron microscopy. The air sampling data will .be discussed i n c t e t S i l at the next CAG meeting.

CAG Member, •QuestiQrF- Asbestos contamina-tion is being detected at the screening plant sitedown to 4 to 4 1/2 feet in depth instead of the'expected 2 feet. Is this contaminated material ornatural asbestos ore? How much material willhave to be removed?Answer- The material at the lower depths appearsto be theresult of f l o o d s and erosion of naturallyoccurring .asbestos, not processed asbestos. Wedon't yethave a b j j h d l e on the spacial variation ofthe mineralogy. All of the soil containing naturalasbestos will not be excavated Tie site wi l l bescraped and back f i l l ed so that no asbestos wil l re-main at or near die surface. Not counting theKootenai Development Company Property, EPAestimates that 100,000 cubic yards of material,p lu s or minus 20%, will be removed.
Audience Member Question- 1 would like to re-turn to the 0.003 fiber per cubic centimeter airreading. What is its significance? What is a safelevel of exposure?•-.Answer- First, it:is important to keep in mind thatflo f ibers are l eavmgt i f t cleanup site. We h a v e n ' tconcentrations are.occuirHig aVme export site onlyin the building being cleaned and people arewearing j X & e c t r V e devices so they are not êx-posed tolhemvQuiside of the work area, concen-:trations are iKt higher.- The cleanup does tempo-rarily stir up fibeis,- ,6ut eithet-we must-clean upthe sites ^̂ or rapthem sn3 subject them to perma-nent institutional-cpn&ols to ensure that p e op l e. are not exposed io asbestos. EPA is not coniidentin permanent institutional controls, and hence wehave opted for cleaning the sites. Second, what isa safe level? The ambient air concentrations beingmeasured are approaching the detection limits ofanalytical techniques ^and background levels of as-bestos cbncentrations in uncontaminated areas. Iwould not want to be subjected to a constant ex-posure of 0.003 asbestos fibers per cubic centime-ter, which would probably result in an excess can-cer death rate of I in lO.OOOto 1 in 100,000. Themeasurement in question was for a short duration,and not a continuous 24 hour period

of

• Workers involved in the cleanups are wearingsanij^ p u r i i p s C T l i e s e samples indicate mat "•:asbestos f ibers are being stirred up into the air ;by the cleanups. This is to be expected, andthe woAcrs are protected against exposure b>-

:Answer-:Wcrep«t on October-J. AsinKjHte-trerr ib l i t e asbestosis more toxic &SB ^ d a j ^ s t i l e ' a s b e s t o s . We.don'thave an answer f e r ' t i i e . ^ i i o i t ^fiber size issue. Ani-mal studies of te nsfc versus fiber size, are neces-'

• Samples are being talcen around &c^woric ar-; •; CM «^M<xisi(Je the planer bmldingBrid at' , . ,_ii,_ wt;-: ^ t-itii --v"< •'-lh^ toper^1)our id t f e^ i s su tBtt«^; j:;V°S I g^
':> size produces i»disWnable decrease in risk:

cleanup sites such S3 the bali f i e l d and the

Some f ibers are being detected in the perimetersamples, but some were detected before the clean-ups began. Dust suppression is being applied toprevent fibers leaving the cleanup sites.
. The fin* of two trenches was opened September14 in the Glory Hole. This trench, 50' wide, 25', .

to iKe medical screening data?Answer- We wilJ have access to data summariesand to blind individual data if p eop l e so indicate.
CAGMemberComment-Returmngto the airsampling data, fhescanrdng electron micros-copy dataindudes a concentration of 0.002S fi-bers per cubic centimeter which would corre-spond to 43,200fibers in a twenty-four hiatrpe-
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riod.Respons e-The measured concentration wasfound for only one measurement and was not'con-tinuous. . • ..
CAG Member Comment-Asbestos in water isnot as toxic. Please use more water to controlair concentrations. '
A T S D R ReportDari Strausbaugh reported on behalf of ATSDR.| Mr. Strausbaugh was recently designated by Dr.I F a l k as ATSDR'sfull.time coordinator of . :

^ ATSDR activities in Libby and Montana. MR.| S t r a u s b a u g h ' s o f f i c e w i l l b e ' in Helena, bu t h e willI also maintain an o f f i c e in Libby. Libby activitiesi wi l l take precedence over other ATSDR activitiesI in the state until c omple t i on of the Libby Commu-! nity Environmental H e a l t h Projec t . ,
\ Sharon Campolucci , ATSDR Deputy Director,\ Division of H e a l t h S t u d i e s , intended to attend this\ meeting to discuss changes to the medical screen-i ing a f t e r this round is comple t ed, but was unablei to do so because of a fami ly illness. Also, at the| August 24 CAG meeting, ATSDR was asked• about two other topics, release of preliminary: medical screening data and about a written sum-! mary of the objec t ive s , programs, and activitiesI under discussion by the f ederal agencies for short,.i intermediate, and long-term medical and mentali health care treatment for Libby. Dr.-Hugh Sloan,I Assistant Surgeon General of the Department ofI H e a l t h and Human Services is coordinating the .' f ederal e f f o r t concerning Libby medical and men-- ! • t a l r ^ m r a r e t r e a n i i e i i t D r i S ! o a n w i I l l « p a r t i c i - ;
I Conference as will LTr. Talk, >|si ganTpolucci, and

- - ' ' ' i ' ' '
i that;Dr.I Campolucci. can address theie thr e e^op i c& .dur iag ':; the 3:30p'jn. Thurcday session of the conference.
i Mr Strausbaugh also reported that ;as of the'weelc*'.i ending September 9, 2000,4,177 medical screen-| ings had been completed and a total of 5,613j screening appointments had been made includingI 58 in Elko, Nevada. On October 23, 2000 a team; w i l l travel to Elko to conduct tire'58 screenings. >
i CAG Member Question-What changes is•• ATSDR proposing for the medical screening?i Answer-We are considering how to make the! transition from the current round to the next-There may-be less outreach and a change to the
; screening protocol -
i CAG Member Question- Js A TSDR planning to: leave Libby?} Answer--No. . •

i County Report• At its August 24, 2000 meeting, the CAG directed; its f a c i l i t a t o r to write the Lincoln County Com-| missioners asking that they reach the po s s i b i l i ty ofi designating the CAG as an o f f i c i a l county advi-; sory g r o u p ' c h a r g e d with calling all interests to-I gether, f ormula t ing plans, and making recommen-j dations to ihe Commission for addressingthe as-! bestos problem Commissioner Rita Windom re-i ported on the Commissioners* response using the,; handoutincluded below .as Appendix 2. Commis- .sioner Windom said that the Commissioners pro-pose appointing and advisory and planning boardto advise the county on three o f , the CAG's fourgoals: clean up of all contamination and long-term| monitoring medical monitoring, care, and re-..I search; and restoration of business vitality. Thesethree goals address public concerns and are appro-priate for the county to address. The Commission-ers believe that compensation to private partiesfor asbestos injuries is not an issue for the county.Commissioner Windom also said that board mem-bership would probably be limited to residents ofLincoln County but anyone might serve on thenew board's subcommittees. She also indicatedthat the subcommittees' might meet during the :weeks that the CAG doesn't so that they could re-port to the CAG. The Commissioners envisionthat the new board would report to the GAG andat least quarterly to the .county.
Commissioner Windom emphasized that this pro- -posal was only a starting point and that the countywantslhe CAG's view of it The first date that thecounty might act on this proposal would be Octo-

ber 4, 2000. """' '' ' •
•Audience Member Comment-It is importantthat we not fragment in-addressing the asbestosproblem, and one component of the problem iscompensation to victims for personal and prop-erly damage. A hy action by the county shouldensure that the rights ofindniduals to receivecompensation are not diminished or inhibited.
CAG Member. Question- What about staff'sstp-- port for the board? .Answer- Considering s t a f f s u p p b r t is prematureuntil we know if the, board idea is acceptable.
CA G Member Question^ The new board would. be created by any responsible to the counft:What wouldbe its relationship to the CAG?Answer- The board would be a liaison to theCAG. CAG views of board actions would besought.. : . . . . - - • •

CAGMemberQuestio.n-^ls-creatihganewboard more complicated than necessary? Don'twe just need ah ordinance to address ourgoals?Answer- W h i l e it may be possible to adopt a localordinance that is not pre-empted by f edera l orstate statues, a local ordinance is but one po s s ib l emeans of achieving our community goals. An or-dinance is not a substitute for the work.of theCAG or the county advisory and planning board.
CA G Member Comment- We only have a smallwindow to get the solution right. 1 don't want tosee one element of the community get its moneywithout solving the entire community's prob-^lems. . : ' . ' _ . .

'• CAGMemberConiment-1-ara concerned that .the proposed structu re bypasses asbestos vic-tims: We need pressure oh W.R. Grace to settlewith the victims from the city, county, St. John'sHospital and all community elements.
CAG StructureGiven the c o u n t y ' s proposal for a new board topursue three.of th e CAG's goals, further discus-'sion of CAG structure was postponed until theCAG responds-to the county: advisory and plan-ning board idea. GAG members agreed to come to. the next meeting prepared to discuss and consider'action on the county proposal.

At the request of the GAG at the August 24, 2000meeting, Gerald Mueller contacted the U.SJ Insti-tute for Environmental Conf l i c t Resolution to seewhat services the Inst i tute might be able to pro-vide the C A G . Mr. Mueller passed out a memo-randum summarizing his conversation on thistopic with t h e ' I n s t i t u t e ' s executive director. A t - 'tached to the memo was material copied from the .Institute's web site on its mission, Organization,and programs. - ' . . - . . - :
C linton Maynard also passed -out a handout fromthe Technical Outreach Services for -Communities(TOSC) about TOSC's 'mi s s i on , principals, andservices; for the CAG to consider. -
Tunis Letter - • " • ; ; ; ; j . , ! .Bob Tunis reported on a j e t t e r he had written toPaul Peronard. The'letter is attached below as Ap-pendix 3. To achieve the: CAG's goal of restoringbusiness vitality, one must' know the damage tothe local economy caused by the asbestos prob-lems. Mr. Tunis stated that to quantify this dam-age, an impartial, scientific survey needs to beconducted to isolate asbestps-relaied e f f e c t s f l o mother problems facingLibbysuch as forest f ires,logging restrictions, and mine closures. -The sur-.vey would compare Libby to commumties.similarto it except f o r S h e asbestos contamination. Mr.Tunis therefore wrote to EPA requesting f imdingin the neighborhood of SSS.OOfrto $50,000 to hirea consulting f inn toconduct the survey.

Audience Comment- Kellogg and Wallace,Idaho, would be good communities; 'to compareto Libby. - " . . • • - . . , ' . ::. . ' ,-•,.;. . . . , '- , . ,; .; , , . .
CAG Member Comment-The finding requestmight also be made of the committee which isdeveloping recommendations for use of theCongressional $8 million appropriation to thecity. ' ' J^'".'- '••":',•'•' ': '"'

* CAG ActionCAG members present voted unanimously infavor of a seconded motion tosupportMr. Tu-nis' letter and funding request of EPA
Audience Comment sW.R. Grace has moved materials to the mine fordisposal but won't allow EPA lo do so. TheCAG should tell W.R. Grace to accept materialsfor disposal from EPA.
'CAG ActionCAG members present voted unanimously infavor of three seconded motions to direct theCAG facilitator to write, on its behalf to:

* W.R Grace to urge it to cooperate with all
due haste and allow EPA access to thescreening plant area to remove asbestos-contaminated soils and to the mine to carryout cleanup activities and dispose of asbes-tos-contaminated soils and debris that isbeing removed from the area around thescreening plant;

• Montana's Congressional delegation andgovernor to request that they assist in con-vincing W.R. Grace to provide EPA the ac-cess it seeks; and
• The city, county, and state legislators also

to request that they assist in convincing W.R. Grace to provide EPA the access it seeks.
CAG Member Comment- Copies of the lettersshould be provided to -the local newspapers, andthe newspapers should, encourage Libby com-munity members to write these same officials torequest their assistance in convincing H'.R.Grace to provide EPA 'the access it seeks.
Next MeetingThe next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Sep-tember 28, 2000 from 7 to 9:30 p.m. in the Pon-derosa Room of the Libby C i t y Hall. CAG mem-bers should come prepared to discuss and act onthe c o u n t y ' s proposed Advisory and PlanningBoard. Paul Peronard will also present the resultsof the air monitoring at the cleanup sites.
A p p e n d i x 1John Consten, Don Wilkins, Gayla B e n e f i e l d ,Clinton Maynard, Mike Switzer, Nori ta Skram-stad, Anthony J. Berget, Dan Strausbaugh, WendyThomi, David F. Latham, Brad Black, Robin Red-man, George Bauer, Paul Peronard, W i l b u r W i l -son, Cyrus Lee, Ron Anderson, Bob Tunis, LindaBeaulieu, Sandy Wagner, Commissioner RitaWindom, Rick Palagi, Commissioner John Kon-zen.



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers about

Asbes t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t iga t i on
I put my name on the l i s t to have my

®home s a m p l e d . W i l l EPA ever s a m p l e it?
A e W h e n EPA asked re s ident s of L i b b y to vo lun t e e r to have their homes sam-

* p l e d , we received a larger number of volunteers than expe c t ed . EPA s a m p l e d
119 homes, but there are over 100 vo lunt e er s whose homes were not s a m p l e d by
E P A .
EPA's o b j e c t i v e remains t o s a m p l e enough homes in L i b b y t o draw conclus ions
about homeowner exposure to asbestos throughout the town.
EPA is p l a n n i n g the s e c ond.pha s e of s a m p l i n g . S a m p l e r s w i l l use a d i f f e r e n t method
of s a m p l i n g and EPA must have a comparison with the f i r s t type of s a m p l i n g done.
T h e r e f o r e , much of the s a m p l i n g w i l l be done at p r e v i o u s l y s a m p l e d homes.
The f i r s t pha s e of s a m p l i n g was done in two rounds. The f i r s t round, in December
1999, i n c l u d e d a variety of homes. S a m p l e r s looked p r i m a r i l y at homes with ver-
m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n , but homes with no known vermicu l i t e were al so s a m p l e d for
comparison.
During the second round in March and A p r i l 2000, EPA focu s ed on homes where
f o r m e r miners or t h e i r f a m i l i e s l i v ed . S a m p l e s were al so taken f r o m homes in geo-
graph i c areas of Libby that were prev iou s ly missed or homes that are in close prox-
i m i t y t o the f o rmer p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s .
EPA may not s a m p l e all the r e s i d e n t s ' homes who volunteered. S h o u l d EPA dec ide
to s a m p l e new homes, those who volunteered wi l l be given f i r s t consideration.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l:
W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1150 x24



«LJ
A C O M M E N T A R Y O N T H E N E W S B Y D A V I D F . L A T H A M

N O T E : The names of towns in F l a s h l i g h t s are ac-
tual names found in the American Automobile As- .'
sedation. Road.-AtJas, or the Rand MclSfaliy U.S.
Highways Road Atla s . The news items listed with
them are true items, a l though they did not neces-
sarily originate in the respective towns.

F l a s h l i g h t s onMontana________Tuesday, Sep t ember 5LJJ3BY — People who have been out'. of work because of f ire restrictions maybe eligible for a f ed era l ly funded disasterunemployment assistance program.Because President Clinton declaredMontana a federal disaster area twoweeks ago, the Federal Emergency Man-agement Agency (FEMA) is o f f e r i n g topay loggers and others for the economicimpacts they su f f e r ed from this year's se-vere f ir e season. Anyone who.has beeno f f i c i a l l y restricted from work can qual i fyfor special unemployment benefits; ac-cording to Diana Sie f er t of FEMA. Theprogram covers anyone who would nor-mally not be covered by unemploymentinsurance, such as business owners, s e l f-employed individuals, farmers, ranchers,loggers, ou t f i t t er s , guides and vendors.Benefi t s paid under the Disaster Un-employment Assistance program rangefrom $"92 to $263 a week, depending onan individual's 1999 income.Questions? Call FEMA at 1-800-745-0243 or the state's claim center at 1 -406-442-2545.
Friday, Sep t ember sLBBY— The Good Guys at W.R.Grace have decided to grant the Environ-mental Protection Agency access toGrace' s former vermiculite mine nearLibby. EPA workers were shut out of themine in July when Grace repurchased the

mine from Kootenai Development Corp.But Grace is still r e & s i f l g tq let EPA dis-poseiof Asbestos-contaminated soE fromthe Baintree Nursery site! 'Alan Stringer, Grace's spokesman inLibby, told the Daily Inter Lake that thecompany decided to let governmentworkers back in to continue their investi-gations of the site because "we want thatdata as much as anybody else." Grace'sdesire for data coincided curiously witht h e T i . S . Justice D e p a r t m e n t ' s imminentissuance to the EPA of an access war-rant
Saturday, September 9H E L E N A — M o n t a n a counties willget an additional $7.3 million in federalfund s for f ire related costs, according toSen. Max Baucusi D-Mont. Severalcounties will receive $ 13.45 mill ionrather than: the;$6.18 million they got in1999: Lincoln Gpunjj' will receive themost at $5.58 rriih'ioa up from $2.32million in 1999.
Monday, September 11BUTTE — District J u d g e John Whe-lan ordered operators of the Telu'nnahRanch to build a fence within two weeksto quarantine their sick horses, or he willtell the Montana Department of Live-stock to shoot the animals. The horseshave swamp fever (equine infec t ious ane-mia) and must be kept 200 yards fromother horses.

• BOZEMAN— A man with f ive pre-vious drunken dri\ing comictions hasoeeri-sSittenced to 20 years in prison forkil l ing; aI Big -Sky woman while he wasdriving drunk. Anthony Pierre Miller.45. received the maximum penalty forki l l ing Andrea Vauglin Rieger H o d g e .2.8. in a car wreck on March 20.

F i a s h l i g h t s ont h f e Nat i on
Tuesday, Sept ember 5N E W Y O R K — S o y o u d o n ' t likehaving to Search for radio stations as youtravel cross country? New York-basedSirius S a t e l l i t e Radio Network will soonbegin- o f f e r i n g satellite-based, 24-hour-a-day, nationwide broadcasting: The com-pany will o f f e r 100 stations in digital for-mat that will require a special antenna onyour car. And $9.95 a month from you.

"-WHEELING, W.,Va: — You knowthose sleek, f o l d - u p foo t scooters you seeeverywhere? They have sent nearly10,000 people to emergency rooms with. injurie s this year,.according to the Con-sumer Product Safety Commission. Nineout of 10 injuries were to kids under age15. ' ' ' /Nearly two-thirds of the injuries couldhave been prevented of lessened if theriders had been wearing protective gearinc luding helmets and knee pads.
Saturday, Sept ember 9COEURD'ALENE. Idaho — AryanN a t i o n s leader Ricliard "Whitey" Butlersays he wi l l not. leave northern Idaho, de-spite a $6:3 million judgment againsthim and his racist skinhead enclave.A jury found that Butler and his or-ganization were negligent in choosingand supenising alcoholic f e l ons to guardtheir 20-acre compound. .The geeks withguns chased and assaulted VictoriaKeenan and her son Jason in 1998 a f t e rthe Keenans" car backfired near the Ar- ;van N a l i o n s compound. -i



Asbestos conferenceplanned Sept . 2 1-23
The a f f e c t s of asbestos on publichealth will be the main topic pf a freeconference to be held Thursday tliroughSaturday, Sept . 2 1-23, at the VFWCommunity Hall in Libby.

12 entities indluding;|pverwientatagencies apd other organizations and isspearheaded by the U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency. _ :,Asbestos is found in home jnsulat iohand other products that containYermiculite from a fonner W.R. Grace &Co. mine near Libby. The mineral isknown to cause incurable diseasesincluding asbestosis, mesothelioma andlung cancer.Speakers at the conference will cover atopics including the various asbestos-related illnesses and their health e f f e c t s ,and the physical and mental e f f e c t s ofasbestos-related illnesses. There also willbe information on: asbestos forhomeowners and presentations will bemade on the progress of the cleanup ofasbestos-contaminated soil in and near

Libby.There will also be a presentation aboutthe relationship between smoking andasbestos exposure.Speakers will include RebeccaHanmer, E P A ' s acting administrator f o rthe Denver region, and Dr. Henry Falk,assistant administratorTor ATSDR.Conference sessions are scheduled on.;^uj^d^,.§,^...^|,;.frjor3.9;^ tni..'to.9.p,m..'wpibreads I p r l u n c h aiiddinner.On Friday, Sept . 22, sessions will befrom 9 a.ra to 5:30 p.m; and onSaturday, Sept. 23, from 9 aim, to 6:30 p.m. A detailed agenda can be obtained atdie EPA's Information Center at 501Mineral Ave. in Libby.As of Monday, Sept . 18, 110 peoplehad registered for the conference,according to Linda Newstrom of EPA'sInformation Center.: Interested persons should register inadvance to make sure they receive copiesof all conference materials. Register atthe Information Center.For more information, contact EPA'scommunity involvement coordinatorWendy Thomi at (406) 441-1150 ext.241 or Diana Hammer at (303) 312-6601

or 1-800-227-8917.The main sponsors include EPA, theU.S. Agency for toxic Substances andDisease Registry (ATSDR), the MontanaDepartment of Environmental Quality,
the Montana Department of PublicHeal th and Human Services, the LincolnCounty Departrnent of EnvJrohrneritalHealth^ and St. John' s Lutheran Hosp i ta l .' '
National Insti tute for Occupational Safetyand Heal th Administration, the NationalAssociation of City and County Heal th ,the Libby Area, Chamber of Commerceand the City of Libby.



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t iga t i on

Q « I have a comment on EPA's A d m i n i s t r a t i v e Record
*for the Libby Asbes to s inve s t igat ion and clean-up

d e c i s i o n s , but I have missed the f o rmal comment period.
W i l l EPA s t i l l consider my comments?

Yes. The p u b l i c comment period for the administrative record has been ex-
• tended until S e p t e m b e r 29, 2000.

Again, the Admini s trat ive Record contains all the documents that were used to support the
cleanup actions EPA is taking in Libby. The Record can be found in two locations:

1) EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 501 Mineral Ave., Libby, MT 59923
Phone:406-293-6194 .

2) EPA R e c o r d ' C e n t e r , S u p e r f u n d Reference Desk, 999 18th S t . , S u i t e 500
Denver, CO 80202-2466. Phone 303-312-6473

Please send or d e l i v e r any comments on the Admini s t ra t iv e Record to:
EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center
Attent ion: Paul Peronard
501 Mineral Avenue
Libby, MT 59923-1957

EPA also maintains copies of other documents in Libby's EPA Information Center which
are not part of the administrative Record but which could provide u s e fu l information to resi-
dents. T h e s e documents include fact sheets, press-releases, correspondence, meeting summa-
ries. etc. " • . ' - . . : '
Please s t op by the information center to view these documents or make copies. If you do not
see something that you are looking for, please ask our Informat i on Center s t a f f to assist you.

For more in f o rmat i on ca l l : / ^ A T T A ^ A / b f f
W e n d y T h o m i at 406-44 1-1 150x24
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Citizens asking Grace to cooperate with cleanup

The f ederal government is suing W.R.Grace & Co. and Kootenai DevelopmentCo. for access to the two companies'proper ty so that removal of asbestos-contaminated soil in and near Libby cancontinue.Meanwhile, two groups of Libby citi-zens have f o r m a l l y asked Grace to re-open the proper ty to allow the cleanup tocontinue.The U.S. Just i c e Department f i l e d suitS e p t . 14 on behalf of the U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency seeking imme-diate access to property near Libby,Mont., that was once a venniculite mine.F :-. the lead agency involved in thei igation of asbestos contaminationin ^xoby.In a complaint f i l e d Sept . 14 in federalcourt in Missoula, the Jus t i c e Departmenton behalf of EPA asks the court to orderthe companies to al low full access to theformer vermiculite mine and portions ofa former venniculite processing plant.The propertie s once were operated byGrace and are now owned by KootenaiDevelopment Co. (KDC), which is con-trolled by Grace."EPA does not currently have full ac-cess to these properties," wrote WendyThomi, E P A ' s community involvement

coordinator, in a press release S e p t . 14."Initially; KDC had assured EPA thatit would have access to the contaminatedproperty to cany put its investigation andclean up," Thomi wrote. "But on July 18,Grace informed EPA that it had acquiredownership of KDC's stock and, in thesame communication, revoked any agree-ments between KDC and EPA concern-ing site access. Grace also has, at times,blocked EPA and its contractors from en-tering any of the property to do sam-pling."Thomi said that on July 19, 2000, theEPA asked Grace and KDC to grant itunconditional access to the properties, butthe companies refused. EPA seeks to en-ter the screening plant area in order to re-move asbestos-contaminated soil. In ad-dit ion, the agency wants access to the for-mer mine to carry out cleanup activitiesand dispose of asbestos-contaminated soilthat is being removed from the areaaround the screening plant.The EPA wants to remove asbestos-contaminated soil f rom the formerscreening plant — now the site of Rain-vtree Nursery — and dispose of that soiland continue cleanup operations at theformer mine site just down the road.Two weeks ago Grace agreed to give

environmental regulators access to themine, but continued to block e f f o r t s tohaye the site used for waste removal.; "We can't get die EPA to t e l l us whatthey want to dump up mere but they'redemanding that we open the site," saidAlan Stringer, W.R. Grace's representa-tive in Libby and former manager of thevermiculite mine, in an interview with anewspaper in Helena.Paul Peronard, the EPA o f f i c i a l direct-ing the cleanup in Libby. strongly dis-agreed." T h a t ' s garbage — m a t ' s t h e s tupide s tt i l ing I've ever heard." he said. "Theyknow exactly what we want to put upthere. They know exactly where i t ' s com-ing from. They've known exactly whatwe've been talking about since Novem-ber," Peronard said.In a separate action, the Libby Com-munity Advisory Group — at its regularmeeting Sept. 14 in Libby — votedunanimously to ask Grace to re-open itsproperty to the EPA."[Tliel CAG voted unanimously ... torequest that W.R. Grace allow EPA ac-cess to the screening plant area to removeasbestos-contaminated soil and to themine to carry out cleanup activities anddispose of asbestos-contaminated soils

and debris mat is being removed from thearea around the screening plant." CAGf a c i l i t a t o r Gerald M u e l l e r wrote in a draf tl e t t e r to Stringer.At the direction of the C A G . Muelleralso sent a l e t t er to Montana's U.S. con-gressional de l ega t i on , governor and stateelected representatives, asking for theirhelp."... the CAG voted unanimously in fa-vor of a motion to request your assistancein convincing W.R. Grace to provide EPAthe access it seeks," Mueller wrote in adraf t letter.The CAG letters were expected to bemailed on Tuesday, Sep t . 19.Also on Monday, S e p t . 18,64 mem-bers of the Lincoln County Council onAging signed a letter asking Grace toopen the property."We ... r e s p e c t f u l l y request that youlift your ban prohibiting the EPA from re-turning asbestos-contaminated materialsto the mine site," the letter said. "We arethe generation most a f f e c t e d by this terri-ble situation. Time is working against us.You have it within your power to elimi-nate one of the most serious delays to thecleanup process. H e a l t h and lives are atstake. Please lift the ban."The property became contaminatedwith asbestos over a 70-year period asvenniculite, which was used in home in-sulation and oilier products, was mined

from the mountainous area and processedin and around Libby. The vermiculite orewas intermixed with asbestos. Mining be-gan at the site in about 1919 and contin-ued until 1990, when Grace closed themine. Grace owned the property from1963 until the early 1990s, when it soldthe mine and two processing plants toKDC and other entities.Beginning in November 1999, EPAand its contractors have conducted inves-tigations into asbestos contamination atseveral locations within the site, ident i fy-ing soil at the screening plant with asbes-tos concentrations as high as 12 percentby weight. An initial investigation of theformer mine showed high concentrationsof asbestos in the tailings p i l e and tail ingspond.Asbestos, a known human carcinogen,can cause lung cancer and mesothelioma,a lethal cancer of the lining of the chestand abdominal cavities. It also can causeasbestosis, a gradual loss of lung f l ex ib i l -ity that causes victims to su f f o ca t e .Soil containing asbestos may pose arisk to the health and sa f e ty of people re-siding in contaminated areas and in thesurrounding community.EPA is continuing to clean up theRaintree Nursery property around thescreening plant that is not owned byKDC and Grace.
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A s b e s t o s and PublicHe a I th G onferen ee
S e p t e m b e r 21 -23t, 20OOat the VFW Commii nity Hall iri Libby; M d n i a h a

rif|ls|||̂ ^
'^*^:i!^|l^^lq|^i|^^^ures to asbestosB Risk assessment

S3 Stre s s and gr i e f management techniques
El Environmental sampling.aiKJ c j e a n u p j^rogn
B Other t op i c s related to asbestos and p u b l i c
Look f or th ein t h i s e d i t i o n of the n e w s p a p e r !

To regi s t er, p l ea s e eall lie EPAgenter at (406) 293^§194
The conf er ence is co-sponsored by 12 o r g a r i i z a t i o H s *repre s en t ing l o c a l / s t a t e and f e d e r a l g b v e r n s T i e n t organizat ions .



^A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers about

A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on
Q » A bank has deni ed a loan to someone who wanted to

*buy my p r o p e r t y because the a p p r a i s a l said there was
p o t e n t i a l a sbe s to s contaminat ion in Libby. W h a t can I do?

A e Is su e s such as this with bankers, appraisers and realtors have come up at other
•EPA clean-up sites. Unfor tuna t e ly , these key parties to a real ty transaction don't

always have all the f a c t s about the data, or the contaminants. If you experience d i f f i c u l t y
with a real estate transaction because of concern about potent ial contamination or expo-
sure, p l e a s e call EPA's On Scene Coordinator, Paul Peronard, at 303-312-6808. EPA
will be avai lable to consult with real estate p r o f e s s i o n a l s and bankers on s p e c i f i c issues
as they arise.
What real e s tate p r o f e s s i o n a l s should know about the ambient air in Libby. ..

. ' '• ' ' : ' :: ' ' - '• ' ' '•' " ' -• '•/ .• • '•••"•••. - : = • •- ' . . : ^- •- .-••• ^Data f r o m air monitoring, which started in J a n u a ^ ' 2 0 0 0 f s h 6 W s " f f 6 T e ^ e l s ^ f a^BWrWfi2^
bers in L i b b y 's outdoor a ir that pose a health risk except what was found near the E x p o r t 1

Screen ing Plant s . Even at these two sites where asbestos removal is necessary because of
f i b e r l e v e l s in the s o i l , EPA is taking every precaution to e l iminate exposure to asbestos
during the c leanup. EPA and W.R. Grace collect da i ly perimeter air sampl e s to detect
any airborne asbestos at both sites. If a problem were de t e c t ed , corrective measures
would i m m e d i a t e l y be taken to keep dust l eve l s down so that no exposure to Libby resi-
dents results.
EPA also detec ted unsa f e l eve l s on Rainy Creek Road (4 miles f r om Libby) which is
t emporar i ly closed to the p u b l i c during the cleanups. EPA will pave this road in the fu-

For more information cal l: Wendy Thorni at 406-44 1-1 150 x241
Paul Peronard at 303-3 12-6808
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A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbe s t o s and EPA 9 s Inves t igat ion

@ Am I being exposed to dangerous l eve l s of asbestos
®from the Export Plant c l eanup?

A s No. EPA is ensuring that every precaution is being taken to elirni-
enate exposure to asbestos during the cleanup of the Export Plant

and the Screening Plant: Daily perimeter air samples are collected by EPA
and W.R. Grace to detect any airborne asbestos at the perimeter at both
sites. If a problem is d e t e c t ed , corrective measures would immediately be
taken, for example, using calcium chloride to keep the dust levels down.
In addition, EPA is currently collect ing air sample s at right from around
the edges of the cleanup site to see if asbestos has become airborne.

T\". ;. "_ •••">' . . .'W& ?t I f i f J s ^ S S E i ^ ^ a S iis compiling, all-existi
Screening Plant, and the Zonoli te Mine areas. T h i s information will be
available at the EPA Informat ion Center in the next couple of weeks.

For more information call: Wendy Thomi at 406-441-1150 x241
Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 x6601

F l a s h l i g h t s oo
, August 24

L B B Y — T h e Agency f o rToxie Substances and DiseaseRegistry says 5,250 people havesigned up for free medical screen-ing to determine the possible ef-
f e c t s of widespread asbestos pollu-tion for the former WJR. Grace &
Co. vermiculite mine near Libby.ATSDR says over 3,000 peoplehave actually been tested.



Commissioners* may appoint asbestos committee
Empowered group would advise county on achieving
Unite and Solve Plan" goals through local legislation

By David F. Latham,editor of The MontanianA group of citizens that formed lastFebruary to advise federal and stategovernment agencies involved in Libby'sasbestos situation has asked the LincolnCounty commissioners to grant themformal status and decision-making powerto achieve the sp e c i f i c goals in a proposedplan for a unified front against the area'ss ingle biggest po l lu t e r .Lincoln County commissioners RitaWindom of Libby and J o h n Konzen ofTroy agreed Aug. 24 to investigate thep o s s i b i l i t y of a p p o i n t i n g members of theCommunity Advi sory Group (CAG) to aformal commission to advise the countyon as-yet-unspecified l e g i s l a t i v e actionsthey could take to achieve the goals setf o r t h in the Unite and Solve Plan thatwas proposed Aug. 10 by an advocate forasbestos victims.Gayla Benefield of Libby AsbestosVict ims Relie f Organization proposed the

broad-ranging settlement plan that wouldcompensate everyone a f f e c t e d d irec t ly orindirect ly by asbestos from the former W.R. Grace & Co. vermiculite mine andprocessing p lant s near Libby.W.R. Grace operated the vermiculitemine near Libby from 1963 to 1990. Atleast 88 workers are known to have diedof asbestos-related i l lne s s e s , and about300 former mine workers or their f a m i l ymembers are diagnosed with asbestosdiseases.B e n e f i e l d ' s p l a n lays o u t s p e c i f i cgoals, remedies, part i c ipant s andprocedures that would, if i m p l e m e n t e d ,remove all asbestos contamination f romLibby, provide ongo ing medical care foranyone who needs it. and compensateeveryone who has s u f f e r e d physical ly oreconomically from asbestos. The p l a nwould bring together all entities invo lv ed;the city of Libby, Lincoln County. St.J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l , L i b b y ' sbusiness community, asbestos victims.

federal and state agencies, and W.R.Grace.T h e C A G ' s desire t o become adecision-making group is nothing new."This group did decide several monthsago that it did want to do more thanl i s t en and talk, that it actually wanted tomake decisions." said CAG f a c i l i t a t o rGerald Muel ler . "That was something the[CAG] talked about at more than onemeeting and it did make a decision that itwanted to do that. ... T h i s group saidmonths ago that it wants to makedecisions." Mueller said.Commissioners W i n d o m and Konzenare members of the C A G . but they coulduse their l e g i s l a t i v e power as county com-missioners to require Grace to remedy thewidespread asbestos contamination thatwas several decades in the making. Andw l i i l e punit ive laws cannot be passed ret-roactively, the county could pass remediall eg i s la t ion that would require Grace toclean up the huge mess it left behind.

"We have a charge by s ta tu t e . Wehave to protect pub l i c health and safety,"Windom said."Because i t ' s localized issue, i s merean agency ofgovernment thatcan be activelyinvolved inh e l p i n g to attainthese goals?"Windom askedrhetorically.T h e C A Gtook the f i r s ts t eps Aug. 24 to-ward implementing the Unite and SolvePlan."I would propose that we as a groupsupport the county' commissioners in theretention of lawyers that will develop a

coordinated remedy working w i l h i i i l l wspectrum o f this Unite a n d S o l v e I ' l n n "said CAG member Leroy T h o mCommissioner Konzen agreed"I agree w i t h[ t h e goa l s ol ihrUnited a ix)Solve P l i i n )and 1 f e e ls t rongly l lu i t wrneed to rcii»«hthe |asbcst(»l

"We have a charge by statute.
We have to protec t p u b l i c h e a l t h

and sa f e ty"
— Lincoln County Commissioner

Rita Windom s i tuation ami wneed to b n n j ; uto some knx! trfclosure whether i t ' s three years f r om no*or f i v e years from now, we need to IIKATtowards that direction," Konzen said
(see CAG on |XIK«' a>



OHO (from page 1)
The CAG — which is infor-mally organized with anywhere be-tween 18 and 25 members — wasnearly unanimous in its support ofB e n e f i e l d ' s plan."We all raised our hands [toshow support for the goal s] exceptfor Don [Wilkins] and he just hasone area he's shaky on. So I thinkphi lo sophical ly w e ' r e n o t f a rapart," Konzen said."I think when Gayla broughtthis [the Unite and Solve Plan] outI think it was a real start to get theunited community together and 1think i t ' s very, very important f o rus as commissioners to know thatthis community does want to go inthat direction," Konzen said.Windom emphasized the countyg o v e r n m e n t ' s role in the plan andshe made it clear, that the count}' isnot trying to meet the needs ofindividual victims of asbestos."First and foremost in my mindis public sa f e ty and public health... It is not our role to deal withcompensation for victims. That is aprivate issue and it needs to remaina private issue," Windom said."But we have a charge bystatute. We have to protect publ i chealth and safety. All of theseissues [the Unite and Solve Plangoals] that we 're talking about

H i n t z ' H i n t s
By G i n n y H i n t z«Use Vaseline orspray Pam oncandle holdersbefore insertingcandles. Makesclean-up easy.* Put sugar cubesin with cheese a f t e r openingpackage to retard mold.* Combine vinegar and salt todean pewter.

come within thai realm of p u b l i csafety.... As long as 1 am a countycommissioner, I will supportwhatever it takes to maintainpublic health and safety." Windomsaid. "In order to do it and do itwe l l , we have to have thecommitment of the community atlarge."There appeared to be little dis-sent among the 19 CAG membersor 45 observers present as to theneed for a unified f ront to solveL i b b y ' s asbestos problems. T h e f e wobjections were t o t h e C A G ' sstructure and format."I'm sure everybody in townwants the community to be cleanedup," said CAG member and asbes-tos victim Norita Skramstad."Whether i t ' s u s [ o n t h e C A G ] o ryou in the audience, I can't believeany one of you don't want itcleaned up, and you all surely wantmedical monitoring and care andyou want your businesses to begreat again, but we all have to betogether to do it," Skramstad said."These [goal s of the Unite andSolve Plan] are not cut and driedbut we have to start someplace,"Skramstad said.Windom agreed."The question is, is this a formalgroup that wants to retain theirown legal counsel... or do youwant to work with our [LincolnCounty' s] legal counsel? If youwant to use our legal counsel, thenmaybe you need to make a decisionto become a formal advisory andplanning group that will cometogether and makerecommendations to the countycommissioners," Windom said.The CAG voted 18-1 to haveWindom and Konzen investigatethe poss ibi l i ty of the groupbecoming a formal commission.The po s s i b i l i ty of locallegislative remedies to the asbestosproblem was first presented at aCAG meeting in June by MikeDonovan, a San Francisco lawyer

who s p e c i a l i / c s in environmentallawsuits. In that meeting and' twosubsequent meetings. Donovansaid the county lias great l e g i s l a t i v epower it could wield over Grace toforce the company to clean up itsmess. Donovan emphasized thaiany such l eg i s la t i on could not bewritten to punish Grace, but only loremedy an exist ing problem.Donovan urged the CAG to be-come an o f f i c i a l commission of thecounty commissioners in order toachieve legislative goals."If the mission ... is to call allthe elements of the communitytogether — the f edera l , the stategovernment, the countygovernment, the private parties, theclass-action groups — to f o rmula t ecoordinated plans to makerecommendations to thegovernmental authorities tliat havepower to do it, it seems to me thatone of the things you ought toseriously consider is what Rita[ W i n d o m ] said. The po s s i b i l i ty tobecome an actual advisorycommission of countygovernment... that way, you aresomething ... a formal committeewith power ..." Donovan said."The county commissionershave authority under state law toform by resolution any group ororganization necessary to gatherinformation and advise them asto ... their functions." Donovansaid.An o f f i c i a l commission wouldhave the same relat ionship with thefederal government as the informalgroup it replaces, according to arepresentative of the Agency forToxic Substances and DiseaseRegistry."Typica l ly , the reason EPA orATSDR or any federal agencybrings a group like this together isto provide input on whateverproject we're working on to makesure the project goes in a directionthat is agreeable to thecommunity," said Susan Muza of

A T S D R . " W l i a i t h a i g r o u p i scalled, how thai group isorganized, how t h a t group docs 01does not make decis ions, is up lothe group." Muza said.One state o f f i c i a l said the groupneeds to make a concerted effort tono t i fy the public of its plan tobecome a count}1 ad'usory group" E v e r y b o d y ' s role al thi s t a b l e i sto go put and talk to thecommunity." said Jolin C o n s t a n olthe Montana Department ofEnvironmental Quality. "Maybethe way to do that is. let's take itslower. L e t ' s p u t these four [ U n i t eand Solve Plan goals] in the paper,l e t ' s make i t p u b l i c l y known thatwe want e v e r y b o d y ' s comments.Because what you're going to haveto do if you form this l i t t l egovernmental group, y o u ' r e goingto have to make a pub l i c commentperiod, two weeks, give us yourcomments, give us yoursuggestions, next CAG meeting,we want to vote, let ' s get everybodytogether, l e t ' s discuss i t , and thenwe're going to go to the next step.We're going to move ahead,progressively go forward. But thisis the date, next CAG meeting, weare voting and we are movingahead," Constan said.W i n d o m was unable to com-ment Monday. Aug. 28. aboutwhat spec i f i c l eg i s la t ion could bepassed." W e ' r e r e s e a r c l u ' n g that. I t ' skind of premature to give you any-thing on that because we're s t i l l onresearch mode." W i n d o m said.The next meeting of theCommunity Advisory Group isThursday, Sept. 14, 2000, 7-9:30 p.m. at Libby City Hall PonderosaRoom. That meeting is scheduledto be a half-hour longer to allowfor discussion of the groupbecoming a formal county advisoryboard.All CAG meetings are open tothe public and everyone is invited.



A S K E P A ! !
Questions f f id^Answer s aboutAsbestos a n d E P S ' s Investigatidn

Question: I have heand that if I gp through the asbestosmedical t e s t ing I w i l l receive a diagnos i s , Is that true?
Answer: f r o , you will not receive ajdiagnosis; however, you will receive
t h e f o l l o w i n g : - • j

; • . . . • , . . . . . . ' , ' ' . • : . . . , . ; • - . . . . . ; ; • , / . . ••..' ' : : vP
^ On the day you are tested, you wiU receive a printout of the results of

the lung function (spirometry) test. Thi s printout will show; you how you; <?
performed on the lung funct ion test compared to other p eop l e of the Q
same age, sex, height, and ethnic origin who also took the test.

v'Within a week af t er you are tested, you may receive a phone call if your
chest X-ray reveals a possible^ niedical^condition thatour dpe to
srrould he evaluatedpni^|i^te|^ XIM.C^^^^• f e r f e d may not be related tci;.;asib'eWf e x p ( 3 s i ] f 6 - ; ) ! " "^

^Approximate ly three months-after you are tested, you and the physician
you choose will receive f u l l results from the testing: the chest X-ray, the

' lung function test, and the health history review.
You can meet with your personal physician who will review the test re-
sults with you. At^his time your^ physician may^make a diagnosis or may
aske you to undergo additional testing to make a diagnosis.

For more information call: ATSDR, Dan Holcdnib at 1-888-42-ATSDR or
EPA, Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 x6601
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LibbyA d v f o . . y J r o u pMeet ing SummaryA u g u s t 10,2000
IntroductionsGerald Mueiler and Libby Commu-nity Advisory Group (CAG) memberspresent introduced themselves. A l i s tof the members in attendance is at-tached below as Append ix 1.
AgendaMr. Mueiler reviewed an agenda forthis meeting including the f o l l o w i n gtopics:e Presentation by EPA O f f i c e of In-spector General« EPA Reporte Unite and Solve Plane 24 Month Issue Topi c so Congressional $8 Million Appro-priation to the City of Libbyo Next Steps- Meeting Date andAgenda
EPA O f f i c e of Inspec tor GeneralTina Lovingood, a representative ofthe EPA O f f i c e of the Inspector Gen-eral (OIG), addressed the C A G . Ms.Lovingood stated that OIG conductsaudits and investigations of EPA andits contractors to prevent fraud andabuse. At the request of Congress andEPA, the OIG is investigating who inEPA knew what and when regardingthe asbestos problem in Libby, andwhat EPA might have done to preventthe problem. Ms. Lovingood andother OIG personnel will be conduct-ing interviews in Libby on Tuesdayand Wednesday, August 15 and 16.She invited CAG and audience mem-bers to sign up for an interview. OIGis interested in evidence and docu-mentation regarding what and whenEPA knew about asbestos in Libby.Ms. Lovingood said that a prelimi-nary report may be finished by the endof September.
CAG Member Question-Does theOIG report to the Department of 'Jus-tice (DOJ) or EPA?Answer- OIG is an independentagency within EPA, not DOJ. OIG re-ceives a budget appropriation fromthe Congress separate from the rest ofEPA.
CAG Member Question- Will yourreport on Libby be turned over toDOJ?Answer- Findings that relate to EPAwill be submitted to EPA. If we f indsomething about another federalagency and/or evidence of criminal in-tent, we might work with DOJ.
CAG Member Question- Will you
look at other federal agencies suchas OSHA, NIOSH, a>id the Stale ofMontana?Answer- Yes.
CAG Member Question- Since youwork for EPA, how do we know thatyour investigation will be independ-

also report to Congress us well as
EPA.
CAG Member Question- li 'ill the in-
formation you produce in your inves-
tigation he public?Answer- Our f i n a l report w i l l be pub-lic.
EPA ReportWendy ThorniWendy Thomi reminded the CAGabout the upcoming conference on as-bestos and publ i c heal th intended formembers of the Libby communityscheduled for Thursday through S a t -urday, September 21-23,2000. Acommittee to p lan the conference in-cluding Gayla Benefield, LeRoyThorn, and Ron Anderson, as well asrepresentatives of EPA, ATSDR,
NIOSH, and OSHA, have been meet-ing weekly to plan the conference. Inaddition to Thursday and Friday, anall day session is s cheduled. for Satur-day to ensure that the working peopleof Libby have an opportunity to at-tend. Ten of the conference topic swere l i s t ed in the July 27 meetingsummary. Other topic s may also becovered, and the complete conferenceagenda will be publ i shed in the paper.
DucNguyenDue Nguyen reported for Paul Pero-nard who remained in Denver to workwith EPA attorneys and W.R. Gracerepresentative on access issues. EPAcontinues to seek access from W.R.Grace to the mine to oversee the dis-posal of asbestos-contaminated so i l sand materials at the mine and to theformer Kootenai Development Corpo-ration-properties recently reacquiredby W.R. Grace.
Status of the CleanupsExport Plant Site- Agreement hasbeen reached about the l i s t of items tobe thrown away. Cleanup will begintomorrow. Air monitors will be inplace to ensure that contaminated ma-terials are not leaving the site. Thenew Mill Work West building shouldbe ready on September 1, and movingto the new site should begin onAugust 25.
Screening Plant Site- Demolition ofthe green houses has been completed,and excavation of contaminated soilshas begun. These soils will be storedin a long shed until EPA gains accessto the mine for di sposal. After receiv-ing hazardous waste training, an ar-cheologist should begin the assess-ment of the site required by the Antiq-uities Act.
Hazardous Waste TrainingForty people , including MARCORpersonnel, f ire f ighter s , and the arche-ologist haw signed up for the trainingsession on August 22-25.
CAG Member Question- Will therebe a charge for this training?Answer- According to EPA regula-tions, this training cannot be providedfor free. We are working, however, to

cific number?Answer- Y e s . We have only one in-structor, and f or ty is the maximumthat one instructor can handle. If thereis s u f f i c i e n t demand, we will repeat
the training on other dates.
Unite and Solve PlanUsing the handouts attached as Ap-pendices 2 and 3, Gayla Benefieldpresented a plan she called the Unite
and Solve Plan. Ms. Benef ie ld arguedthat Libby must be uni f i ed to solve itsasbestos problem and must devise aplan to describe what we as a com-munity need and want done about it.Once we are unif ied behind such aplan, we can go to W.R. Grace. Ms.
Benefie ld l i s t ed the advantages anddisadvantages to the community,courts, po l i t i c s , and W.R. Grace of allinterests, both pub l i c and private,jo ining together to achieve a solutionthat benefi t s all compared to each in-terest pushing its own bat t l e plan. The
advantages and disadvantages arel i s t ed in A p p e n d i x 2. She then out-lined the Unite and Solve Plan whichis explained in A p p e n d i x 3. She al sorecommended that the CAG take in-put from the pub l i c on the Plan at aspecial meeting. F i n a l l y , .she said thatW.R. Grace should be given the op-portunity to come to the table to dis-cuss the Plan.
CAG Member Comment-A core ofus are working to get a solution forthe entire community. I'm prepared



WouldEPA be assigned the lead role
in cleaning up contamination and theCAG 's Medical Trust Sub-Committeein medical monitoring and care?Answer- Attorney Alan McGarvey ofK a l i s p e l l stated that if CAG and thecommunity decide on the plan goals,e.g. clean up all contamination, medi-cal monitoring and care, compensa-tion for victims, and restore businessv i ta l i ty , the attorneys can then h e lpimplement them by taking s t eps suchas amending lawsuits and coordinat-ing lawsuits with local l eg i s la t ion,and creating a court-supervised trust
to receive and distribute funds.
CAG Member Question- Won't W.R.Grace oppose a comprehensive solu-
tion that creates precedents for areasoutside Libbysuch as attic cleanups?Answer- W.R. Grace stock price hasbeen dropping s teadily and the com-pany needs a comprehensive solutionas much as the Libby community.
Without a comprehensive solution,W.R. Grace will face a series of law-suits much like the tobacco compa-nies.
CAG Member Question- Will W.R.
Grace come to th? table if ail inter-
ests, e.g. the eight entities listed in
part B of the Plan, aren 't in agree-
ment on a comprehensive solution?Answer- W.R. Grace won't come to
the table without a comprehensive so-lution involving all interests.

tion to a subsidiary, Sealed Air. Theattorneys can prevent W.R. Grace
from sheltering or d i s s ipa t ing its as-sets by adding ("joining") subsidiar-ies such as S e a l e d air to the lawsuits.
CAG Member Question-Are the at-torneys advising their clients not tosign up for the W.R. Grace medicalplan?Answer- The W.R. Grace medicalplan is not adequate. The local com-munity should tel l the company whatit wants regarding medical treatment,and the community through some en-t i ty like S t . J o h n ' s H o s p i t a l should r e -main in control of the plan rather thanan insurance company hired by W.R.Grace.
CAG Member Question- What is the
lime frame for bringing the forces to-gether and achieving a solution?Answer- We don' t know for certain,but a period of months rather thanyears is pos s ible .
Mike Donovan, an attorney from SanFrancisco who addressed the CAG atits July 12, 2000 meeting, then spoke
to the CAG. He stated that he hasspent much of the last two weeksspeaking with s tate and local o f f i c i a l s .Mr. Donovan reminded the group thatits power stems from its willingnessand abi l i ty to express the will of thecommunity. He said that while f ederaland state agencies are working on thecleanup, no agency is securing treat-

enlbrce laws, and particularly to pro-tect the public health and we' **- Ndto abate nuisances so long £remedies are even handed anu lair.Courts can compel someone to takesome action regardless of the cost ofdobg so. The best way to encouragelocal government to act is by giving itdiscrete and de f inab l e tasks.
CAG Member Question- How doyou combine a comprehensive solu-
tion with private lawsuits?Answer- All interests must be ad-dressed. If a private par ty' s interestsaren't sa t i s f i ed in the"comprehensive" solution, then thatparty will not be s a t i s f i e d and won'tbe a part of the solution.
CAG Member Question- The first ofthe Plan 'sfour goals is clean up allcontamination. Does this mean cleanup of private as well as public prop-
erties?Answer- All means all. Contamina-tion of both public and private prop-erty and resources must be addressed.
24 Month Issue T o p i c s CAG Dis-cussion of the PlanThe CAG fac i l i ta t or suggested com-bining a discussion of the proposedPlan goals with the topic labeled 24month issues, i.e. the topics that thecommunity wants to see addressedwithin 24 months. Mr. Mueller notedthat the four Plan goals appear to bee s sent ial ly the same as the four areasof concern for the CAG iden t i f i ed byRick Palagi at the last CAG meeting.After a discussion, the CAG agreed tothe four Plan goals with some modi f i-cations to the f i r s t three. The CAGalso agreed that the four th goal, re-storing business vital i ty, includes re-storing Libby's national image as ahealthy and attractive community. Thereformulated goal statement is:

A. Community leaders agree that areal solution for Libby must include:1. Clean up all contamination andlong-term monitoring;2. Medical monitoring, care, and re-search;3. Compensation for victims now andin tbe fu ture; and4. Restore business vital i ty.
The CAG also agreed that a public,comrnunity-wide meeting on the Plan''should not be held now. Instead CAGmembers will be expected to talk withany constituency in the communitythat they represent and make them-selves available for questions andcomments from community membersregarding the Plan, and in particularthe four Plan goals listed above.
CAG Member Question- Would thePlan be a model for other areas fac-
ing similar cleanups?Answer- Yes.
Audience Question-Asbestos re-search is incomplete. Some cancersare associated but not conclusivelylinked with asbestos. Will these dis-

searcn:Answer- The Plan goal is meant toinclude whatever medical care, moni-toring, and research the communitydecides is needed.
CAG Member Comment- The CAGshould be reformulated from an advi-sory group to an action-group. Itneeds a local chair rather than anoutside facilitator. It also needs tomeet more often than once every twoweeks.
Audience Comment- The CAG isworking well. Don't change the proc-ess.
CAG Member Comment- The Libby
schools are not listed in among theeight entities that must be satisfiedfor a real solution. The schools haveexhausted the funds provided by W.R.Grace, and now funding is declining.The schools need money now, notseveral months from now.Response- Perhaps the schoolsshould be added in the Plan part B to
the list of eight
CAG Member Comment- If Countygovernment is going to lead in ad-dressing the Plan and its goals, theCAG and the community need to bebehind us.
CAG Member Comment- If a public
meeting is held to solicit public com-ments on and support for the Plan,
the meeting should be a CAG rather
than an EPA meeting.
Congressional $8 MilMon Appro-priation to the City of LibbyTime ran out before this topic couldbe discussed. Mayor Berget statedthat the $8 million appropriation hadbeen addressed at Monday night'sCity Council meeting, but he woulddiscuss this topic with anyone wish-ing to a f t e r the CAG meeting.
Next MeetingThe next meeting is scheduled forThursday, August 24,2000 from 7 to9 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room of theLibby City Hall. CAG membersshould come prepared to take actionon the Unite and Solve Plan fourgoals and how to go about imple-menting them.A p p e n d i x 1CAG Member Attendance ListAugust 10,2000Don Wilkins, Norita Skramstad, BobDedrick, Gayla Benef ie ld, DueNguyen, John Constan, K. W. Maki,Mayor Tony Berget, Wilbur Wilson,David F. Latham, Wendy Thomi,Brad Black, Commissioner JohnKonzen, Robert H. Foote, Ron Ander-son, Bob Tunis, Linda Beaujjeu,Coxcntsskna- R f l a Wiadam; SandrWagner, Grayson Casey, Keny Bea-sley, Guest Tina Lovingood



A*SK EPA ft
Questions and Answers aboutAsbe s to s a n d E R A ' S Invest igation

Q #1: How are the cleanups at the former mine processing areas
in Libby coming along?

Q #2: Has EPA resolved the access issues related to the
. c l eanup? r.A #1: As an u p d a t e to last w e e k ' s Q & A , we continue to make cleanup prog-'

ress at both the former Screening Plant and the former Export Plant . EPA con-
t inues to excavate soil at the f ormer-Scre en ing Plant . We are taking care to avoid
the areas where cultural and historic art i fac t s have been found. We will continue
to s t o ckp i l e soil at the Screening Plant until we f i n d a proper d i spo sa l site. W.R.
Grace is currently c leaning the Planer Bui ld ing at the former Export Plant Grace
is s cheduled to c omp l e t e the cleaning of the Planer Building^pv ^/4/|)p. E x̂Qâ ^

i i iQn^^tamrjial^oj lJvil l; begin a f t e r the: current business owner is j e l o c t t edL
p o s s i b l y thi s week EPA is in close communication with US Forest Service/and
has made contingency p l a n s in the event of a f i r e in the Rainy Creek watershed.

A #2: EPA and W.R. Grace have at tempted to negotiate a wide range of is-
sues concerning EPA's cleanup work in Libby, inc lud ing access for removal ac-
t ivi t ie s at the Screening Plant and di sposal of contaminated material at the Mine.
T h e s e n ego t ia t i on s were not suc c e s s fu l . EPA wil l now have to pursue other op-
t i on s to obtain access, as well as i d e n t i f y i n g and evaluating other po t ent ia l dis-
posal l o ca t i on s .
For more information call:

Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 x6601
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T h e Libby-area Communi ty A d v i s o r y G r o u p urges
you to be i n f o r m e d about Libby's asbes tos s i t ua t i on ,

ERAC O M M U N I T Y A D V I S O R Y 6ROUEL I B B Y
The Libby-area Community Advi sory Group meets the second and
fourth T h u r s d a y of each month to provide a channel of communication
between the community at large and U . S . Environmental Protection
Agency and -other f edera l and state agencies. All meetings of the
Community Advi sory Grbup are open to the pub l i c and everyone is
invited to attend. Every meeting provide s informat ion and u p d a t e s from
fed era l and state agencies involved in the cleanup of asbestos in Libby.
The next meeting of the Community A d v i s o r y Group will include
d i s c u s s i o n about the p r o p o s e d "Unite and S o l v e Plan." T h a t meeting is

T H U R S D A Y , A U G U S T 2 4 , 2000
7:00-9:00 p.m. at Libby Ci ty Hall Ponderosa Room

For more i n f o n n a t i o n cal l Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 ext. 6601
AuQ, ^ . S A a ©



Q:
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers about
Asbes to s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t iga t i on

Are the c l e a n u p s at the f ormer mine proces s ing
areas p r o g r e s s i n g ?

A @ Yes . Both c l eanups are underway. EPA has started taking down bui ldings
®at the former Screening Plant. EPA began excavation of contaminated soil.

Workers will avoid certain^ areas where historical and cultural ar t i f a c t s were found.
An archaeologist will begin exploring the area the week of August 28.

EPA is currently resolving access issues with W.R. Grace for s ampl ing and
clean-up ac t iv i t i e s on K o o t e n a i Development Company p r o p e r t i e s ad ja c en t to the
Screening Plant . S o i l is being s t o c k p i l e d at the Screening Plant site until the part i e s
resolve access issues.

The Mill W o r k West owner and W.R. Grace have c o m p l e t e d an accounting of
the business inventory. Workers will soon begin cleaning the b u i l d i n g s and excava-

:±i ;oji;:;fif ; 1Gontaminate<l,-spil. The business is scheduled to begin t emporary relocation
t o : Hignway i^near. Spruce S t r e e t t h e week of Au'gust 21. """ """'""
For more information call: Wendy Thomi at 406-441-1 150 x241

Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 x6601

o
£
Z

*

o
0



I I

I § - 5 . ' ^ , l ' ^ > | ' £

w ACl
f D

§5-
r fo

cfT§ § ^ s 5 g. I s S- S" ^ 2 -* £r o ,- £?? 3 r o g s 2 8 •§ -; ir £ F ,?. 5 ?- L1 I.' I. 2 .K-'S § f .1 y £
: S . r' ?; >: ?,' ',•

3 j—i ir> ^ £1^ _-A l~* ('£• ' G1 ^*; .p̂ , '7
f. "• F 8 5: /J ^ E > o"1"' >"E S f & £ £ : / "^ p 5 Ki f S : t f i v ' ' . ^

s c i i l i - i m - n l 01 j u d g m e n t money. Thei n i s i \ \ n i ) l d I K - a d m i n i s t e r e d b y t h e" L i h l n u m i n m n i l v . '
M o s i s i j ' . i n l i c a n l l y . t h e p l a n gives

"We want a p i l e of casht h a t ' s g o i n g t o s o lve a l l the s e
t h i n g s , and for G r a c e to get out of

town. I s n ' t that what w e want?"— Kalispell attorney Allan McGarvey

d i s c u s s i o n m i l l ' s . - , i l \ \v i c ; i
c o m p i v h e i i M u ' p l a n

" T h a i s c v K ' i h t h e | x > i n i \ V h \ \ \ o n l d
( i i a c c conic l o i h c t a b l e i l \ u ' c a n ' t o l i o
I h c i n a u ) i n p u . ' h r i i s i \ v s o l u t i o n ' ' '

M c G a r v c N asked i l i e i o n c a l l v " I I
ihe\ s e l i l e u p « n h i h e \ - i c i i n i s a n d
t h e n ( l i e c ounty comes a l t e r i h e n i .and l l i cy s e t t l e up with the EPAand then the s t a t e comes a f t e rthem, (hey are not going to come
to the t a b l e unle s s we can o f f e r
t h e m a s o l u t i o n . " M c G a r v e y said.

"Grace needs a s o l u t i o n as
much as \ve need a s o l u t i o n . T h e n

Grace "the o p p o r t u n i t y to get acomprehensive s o l u t i o n , making
s e t t l e m e n t more likely."A l l a n McGarvcy. a K a l i s p e l l a t torneyworking with Benef i e ld on the p lan, saidthe U n i t e and Solve Plan could have thede s irab l e e f f e c t of producing a settlementw i t h Grace."The real solution is done in as e l l lenient by forcing the tJu'ng tocome to a head," McGarvey said."And the way i t ' s done i s to makesure everytliing is covered andeveryone is i n v o l v e d . ' "But Lincoln Countyeommissioner Rita W i n d o mexpressed doubt that Grace wouldwant to be involved is such a p lan."Why would Grace want to come toihc t a b l e unless a full resolution meetsI heir needs in some way?" W i n d o masked.McGarvey answered that Gracewould probably not j o i n in any

stock is go ing down. down, down."McGarvcy said.
"Thi s can be solved. 1 mean. Ihc

bot tom line, what do we want? We wanta p i l e o f cash tha i ' s going t o solve a l lIhes e th ing s , and for Grace to get out oftown. I s n ' t that what w e w a n t 1 ' "
McGarvev said.

S p e c i a l C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p
m e e t i n g T h u r s d a y , A u g . M', t o

d i s c u s s th e " U n i t e and S o l v e Plan."
T i m e : 7:00 p.m. at L i b b y C i t y Hall

Pondero sa Room. Open to the
p u b l i c , everyone urged t o a t t e n d .
W i l b u r W i l s o n o f th e CommunityAdvi sory Group c a l l e d a special meetingto take place Thursday. Aug. 17. s tar t ingat 7 p.m. at Libby C i t y Hall PonderosaRoom."A community uni f i ca t i on p l a n forabatement of the Libby asbestos s i tuation

opens i h c p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e C A Gcould l a k e new d i r e c t i o n , change i t se m p h a s i s , even reorgam/e." W i l s o n saidm a killer Aug. n to members of the( o i i i i n i i n i i v A d v i s o r y Group .
" T h e | ) i i i ' | x > s c o l ' I J i e special mee t ingw i l l be 10 reread the p l a n and determineil a consensus can be reached lo supportit." W i l s o n wrote. "Since good programsare the product of considerable thoughtand effort on the part of many people , af in i shed plan is considered unlikely toemerge at thi s part icular meeting, butgeneral agreement wi th the idea of a

c o m m u n i t y - w i d e , c ommuni ty-approved ,c o m m u n i t y - s u p p o r t e d program w i l l bee a r n e s t l y sought." W i l s o n wrote.
W i l s o n also wants t h e C o m m u n i t yA d v i s o r y G r o u p l o r eorgani / c t o b e t t e rimp l emen t B e n e f i e l d ' s p l a n ."Proposals to revise or restructure theCAG will be considered." W i l s o n wrote.W i l s o n also wrote the he "will preside aschairman pro tem until permanentleadership can be established."W.R. Grace operated thevermiculi le mine near Libbyfrom 1963 to 1990. At least 88workers are known to have diedof asbestos-related i l lne s s e s , andabout 300 former mine workersor their f a m i l y members arediagnosed with asbestosdiseases.Grace sold the mine site toKootenai Development Corp. in 1994but bought a controlling interest in thatcompany last month and ordered EPAand state o f f i c i a l s to stay off the property.The issue of EPA access to the mine siteis s t i l l not settled as of Aug. 14.



Grace action may increasecost of asbestos cleanup
It may cost the fe anent an

extra $4.5 million tonated soil f i o m E a i pGrace continues to barihet tS- Environ-
mental Protection Agency f t orn me com"
pany' s former mine site near IJbby.

Grace regained control of tft6 n™6

site two weeks ago by-buying two-thirds
of Kootenai Development CorP-'s stock,
then ordered the EPA off the s^eMeanwhile, the EPA has contracted
environmental f irms to removf asbestos-
contaminated soil from the nuf 3 6 1}'-where Grace ' s former v e r r n i o j h ' t e screen-

ing plant was located. Hauling was to be-
gin over the next couple of weeks, EPA
on-site coordinator Paul Peronard said at
the July 27 meeting of the Community
Advisory Group.Hazardous material may have to be
stockpiled and contained at the nursery
until the matter is resolved.Peronard said it makes sense to haul
the soil eight miles to the mine, rather
than truck it to the nearest hazardous-
material disposal site in Spokane."I think i t ' s stupid to contemplate tak-
ing it anywhere else," he said.

Grace's surprise purchase and closure
of the mine property "e f f e c t ive ly ends
EPA's proposal to use the property as a
dump for asbestos-laden soil.A further complication in the screen-
ing plant cleanup is an historic Indian
camp on the property. An archaeologist
from Montana Sta t e University has been
called in to explore the historical s ignif i-
cance and if any special measures need to
be taken.

A fur-trading post was later in the
same location along the Kootenai River.



Inquiry Into EPA*s PastA ••'•:>«?...• ; ; i t " ' ; ' - T . V • ' ; - • •..-, • , " > - ' . , . , , ; > , ,Actions ConcerningHazards in Libby
Environmental ProtectionOffice of Inspector General

Visit to Obtain Citizen Input
The Office of Inspector General will explain our

review process at the August 10, 2000, Community
Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting and during the

following sessions.
Where: Central Administration Building

724 Louisiana Ave.
Libby, Montana

When:
Tuesday, August 15, 2000
10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p. m.

and
7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.

Should you desire an individual interview onAugust 15 or 16, please sign-up at the CAG
meeting or at EPA 's Information Center at 501
Mineral Ave. in Libby. The hours for individual

interviews will be from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and
from 1:30p.m. to 5p.m. on Tuesday, August 16

and Wednesday, August 16.
For more information, please call Fran Tafer. Team Leader ai 202-260-2428\ Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Inspector General
Libby, Montana, Inquiry

A/



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers about

Asbes to s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q © What kind of in f ormat i on will be presented at the

® C o n f e r e n c e on A s b e s t o s and P u b l i c H e a l t h in S e p t e m b e r ?

A e Conference planners asked Libby area re s ident s to rank pre s en ta t i on
© t o p i c s for the conference now s chedul ed on S e p t e m b e r 21, 22 and 23.

F r o m the surveys received, the top ten issues were:
1 E x p l a n a t i o n of a sbe s to s-re la t ed i l l n e s s and general heal th e f f e c t s
2 A s b e s t o s and children. , . . - . ,. , ,, .j A s b e s t o s i n f o r m a t i o n for the homeowner
4 Living with asbestos related i l l n e s s ^u n "/
5 I n s p e c t o r General: who knew what when?
6 Risk assessment and risk cornrnumcation
7 Occupa t i ona l vs. non-occupat ional exposure
8 - • '-Glarifying roles and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e agencie s invo lved
9 Educat ion on d iagno s i s vs. screening, and
1 0 I n f o r m a t i o n on environmental sampl ing and u p d a t e on c l eanups
T h e s e and other important t o p i c s will be covered during the 3-day conference.

The c o n f e r e n c e d a t e s are S e p t e m b e r 21, 22, 23. Mark your c a l e n d a r s !
P l e a s e watch for mote d e t a i l s on the conference . The l o c a t i o n , agenda and
r eg i s t ra t i on f orms wil l be available soon.
For more information cal l: W e n d y Thomi at 406-441-1 150 x241

Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 x6601



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Invest igation
* Does W.R. Grace's purchase of the mine site and associated
^properties slow EPA's c leanup or cost EPA more to d o i t ?

A e E P A d o e s not believe that Grace's actioii.will delaj'plans for cleanup in Libbysched-
«uled for this summer; The detai l s ,of the cleanup action may change a l i t t l e depending

on EPA's negotiations with Grace over access to the mine property. EPA's actions will be
guided f i r s t and foremost by p r o t e c t i n g ' p u b l i c health and the environment, m addition, we will
look for options that are the most cost e f f e c t i v e . ' , ;

EPA had planned on taking the asbestos-contaminated waste from the screening plant -.-.
back to its s o u r c e — t h e mine. If W.R C5raee does riot grant access to the mine property for
di spo sa l , EPA will look for other options. The farther EPA has to transport the waste, the
more it will cost. It would cost EPA an additional $4.5 million to ship the waste material to
Spokane, Washington. ;
For more information call: Wendy Thomi at 406-441- 113 0 x241

Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 x6601

W H O :
W H A T :

S u p p o r t G i i D i i p f b r I n d i v i d u a l sI m p a c t e d l iy Asbe s to s
S p o n s o r e d b y S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l a n d EPA. F a c i l i t a t e d
by Ann M a r t i n , M . S . W . , and Laura S e d l e r , B . S . W.
Psycho-Social S u p p o r t Group for I n d i v i d u a l s I m p a c t e d by Asbestos.
S a m p l e T o p i c s :

* Recognizing Chronic Stre s s '
•^Learning to C o p e with Illnes s :

' R e g a i n i n g Gontro l '* H e a l i n g from Loss
2nd and 4th W e d n e s d a y s of the IVlonth, 7:00-8:30 p.m.
Firs t Se s s i on: July 215, 2000, Wp Charge
4 1 5 Lou i s iana Ave.V yt^, J V I ' F ^ S S g S . • • ' . ' •
Contact Laura S e d l e r at St. John's Community Outreach, 293-0180
"St. John's and the medical cprrimunity have recognized theenormous impac t s of asbestos exposure on emotional as wellas phys i ca i h ea l th . This support group wil l f o cus on h e l p i n g
p e o p l e to recognize these impacts arid to discover together

po s i t ive ways of regaining control over their lives."

W H E N :
W H E R E :
HOW:
W H Y :

J L 3

hO



Libby t o p s f e d e r a l prior i ty l i s t s
The heads of three federal agenciescame to Libby last week and declared thetown and its asbestos problems at the top.of their priority lists for action.Top representatives of th e .U.S. Envi-• ronmental Protection Agency, theAgency for T o x i c Substances and Dis-ease Registry, and the U.S. Departmentof Heal th and Human Services — thethree key federal agencies involved inLibby's asbestos disaster — assuredmembers of the Community AdvisoryGroup July 27 that their agencies will doeveiything-they can to clean up toxictremolite asbestos and provide long-termmedical care for persons a f f l i c t e d withasbestos-related illnesses.Toxic asbestos dust was a byproductof vermiculite mined and processed nearLibby for almost 70 years. W.R. Grace &Co. owned and operated the mine from1963 until the company closed it in1990:Asbestos dust is blamed for the deathsof at least 80 Libby residents. About 300Libby and Troy residents have been di-agnosed with asbestos-related diseasesand 4,201 peop l e had been scheduled forhealth screenings as of July 27. Theywill be screened in the next couple ofmonths"EPA's involved with several hun-dred cleanups around the country at anyone time," Said Steve L u f t i g , deputy as-sistant administrator f o r E P A ' s Super-fund program. "It [the 1980 S u p e r f u n dlaw] gives us .the ability to direct compa-nies to clean up the messes they have leftbehind, whether they did it intentionallyor unintentionally, as long as they did it,they're liable for it and we can orderthem to clean it up. So we're here to dothat. We're here to see that the messesget cleaned up," L u f t i g said."EPA is continuing to investigateGrace, the company that caused theproblems in the f i r s t place. We've or-dered them to do one cleanup, we're us-. ing our fund s to do another cleanup," he

" W e ' r e here f o r t h e long haul, W e ' r ededicated to seeing that not just the sitesget cleaned up, but we're here for ahealthy Libby. We want to see the prob-lem solved, we want to see it through to .completion," L u f t i g said"To me, Libby is a very high nationalpriority. We have shi f t ed funds fromother cleanups around the country toLibby. We have more cleanups than wehave money but we made Libby a veryhigh priority," he said.L u f t i g said EPA has spent $13 mil-lion in Libby so far this year."It's because we think that the health

issues associated with the problems ofLibby are worth us directing the funds'there."L u f t i g said Libby' s asbestos problemput the Super fund program in a financialbind because it came to light a f t er thefederal budget year had started. It alsocame soon af t er a $100 million cutback
" T o - n j e , L i b b y Is a veryhigh national priority."— Steve Luftig, deputy assis-tant administrator of U.S.Environmental ProtectionAgency's Superfund program

in Super fund funding.Dr. Henry Falk, assistant administra-tor for the Agency for Toxic Substancesand Disease Registry (ATSDR) saidLibby is a top priority for his agency aswell."We work at over 500 S u p e r f u n d sitesand this town is right at the top of ourlist," Falk said.His agency intends to station an epi-demiologist in Montana to focus onLibby. "We're just beginning to thinkhow we can implement this," F a l k said."In my own mind I have a list of thingsthat could be done."Assistant U.S. Surgeon General Dr.Hugh Sloan of the U.S. Department ofH e a l t h and Human Services promised topush for federal l egi s la t ion or waiversthat would pay medical expenses forpeopl e diagnosed with asbestos-relateddisease."The real alarm has sounded thatthere really is a crisis that will probablybe here for many, many years," Sloansaid. "We will in fac t do whatever i t ' sgoing to take... beyond whateverATSDR can do... There are just a num-ber of peopl e in the community who willriot be able. t o^a f fOTd;some of the . .dpr i tHiu-• • - ' ' " - -Sloan said>Sloan said his agency-will begin: 7working to try to provide coverage forLibby residents who need asbestos-related medical treatment, with Medi-caid, and by having the Libby area de-clared a "special population" for con-tinuing medical coverage.Max Dodson, an EPA Region 8 ad-ministrator from Denver, said Libby isthe top Super fund priority in his region,which includes much of the northwest-em United States."Libby i s EPA Region 8's number-one Super fund priority," Dodson said.

Dodson, L u f t i g , F a l k and Sloan werein Libby for the f irst time last week to in-spect the two cleanup sites at the formerW. R Grace export and screening fa c i l i -ties, where vermiculite was processed fordecades, and to address the CommunityAdvisory Group about the possible medi-cal crisis looming over the town.Several committee members andLibby residents in the audience ex-pressed frustration because those whoare ill have to pay for prescriptions andother medical expenses beyond the freepreliminary screening..'- "Why should anyone have to pay outof their pocket for something done tothem by W. R. Grace?" group memberCyrus Lee asked.Grace has o f f e r e d a medical programof sorts, but almost no one is partieipat-iiig in it. Many Libby residents distrustthe mult i-bi l l ion-dbllar corporation, andsome residents claimed the criteria toqual i fy are too narrow.Grace representative Alan Stringersaid no one had yet been turned down forthe program, but two people at the meet-ing that night said they had been deniedcoverage under the Grace plan. Stringersaid mat only "about 10" peop l e havesigned on.Committee member Don Wilkinsquizzed Falk and other federal o f f i c i a l sabout rumors that Libby has a high num-ber of cases of lupus, and that asbestosexposure is linked to immune system^diseases like lupus.F a l k said speculative relationships be-tween asbestos and various diseases needto be explored, but it's not the focus ofwhat his agency is doing right now. Hedidn't rule out exploring the lupus angleat some point."This is something we can do and arewilling to do," he said. "Questions havearisen at S u p e r f u n d sites about variousdiseases, and generally there isn't goodj d a t e available."Sever^;;residents wondered why a' p o r t i o r t x j f f a i e ^ B ; ^ S f l f f i d i r & d e r a l aifo-nation to St. John' s Lutheran Hospi ta lcouldn't be used to pay patients' medicalexpenses. The funding is part of the sup-plemental domestic funding in the Mili-tary Construction Appropr ia t ions Bil l ,and comes with strings attached, hospitaladministrator Rick Palagi said.About $600,000 of the $3.5 millionwill be used to upgrade computers andradiology equipment at the hospital. Therest must be used for construction andrenovation of health-care faci l i t i e s ,Palagi said.



New x-ray equipment installed
Computerized radiography introduced to Libby

To accommodate die several thousandresidents of Lincoln County7 lining up forasbestos screening in the next severalmonths, a new, state-of-the-art x-raymachine lias been installed in the St.J o h n ' s Medical Arts/Prompt CareB u i l d i n g . ' h o s p i t a l o f f i c i a l s said last week.•According to Grant Crawford,imaging department manager at St.John' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l , t l i i s n ew x-rayequipment produces the highest qualityx-rays possible."Besides being technically superior,die equipment is also sturdy enough thatit will easily handle the volume of f i l m swe are taking these next few months,"said Crawford. "And it will last for yearsto come."The. new equipment is being used totake chest x-rays of the more than 2000residents going through a screeningprogram lead by the Agency for ToxicSubstances and Disease Registry(ATSDR) to assess the number of p eop l e\\itli asbestos related diseases. Most ofthe p e op l e going through the t e s t ing wi l lhave their x-rays taken on tin's newequipment. Some may also have x-raystaken at the hospital.' • ' O u r x-ray equipment i n ' t h e hospitalproduces the same quali ty image as tlu'snew machine." said Crawford. "Whi l eour old-x-ray maclune in the MedicalArts Building wasn't as good as thehospital' s , both p lac e s now have

excellent equipment."Dr. Steve Becker, radiologist, agrees."I wouldn't be able to tell thed i f f e r en c e between x-rays taken atPrompt Care or the hospital now," saidDr. Becker. "People should have noqualms about, having any x-rays taken ateither location."Some peopl e going through thescreening process will also' be asked tohave additional tests done ifabnormalities show up on their chest x--ray or there are other indications of highrisk of having an asbestos related disease.The f o l l o w - u p testing may include a CTscan. Again, Dr. Becker s t r e s s e s ' t h equality of these images that can beproduced locally."We have one of the best CT scannersavailable anywhere," Becker said. "It isless than a year old. takes images in afract ion of the time our old scanner did,and is extremely safe for the patientundergoing this test. I feel very confidentin recommending this as a method ofdiagnosing pat i ent s with-asbestos relateddiseases."In addi t ion to the updated x-raymaclune in Prompt Care. St. John's lias -i n s t a l l e d new equipment that willimprove how images are stored andshared with physicians. If a personhaving an x-ray in the screening choosesto have their image stored at the newCenter for Asbestos Related Diseases, or

at St. John's Lutheran H o s p i t a l , then theimage will be stored in digital form on acomputer.According to Ryan Stephens,information systems coordinator for St.John's, capturing the image on computer
starts with the hard copy x-ray beingscanned into the computer and stored ona disk. The picture can then be viewed byDr. Brad Black in the new center. It canalso be viewed by any physician thepatient gives permission to see the image,such as their primary care physician, or aspecialist. Only those physiciansspe c i f i ca l ly designated by the patient ashaving this permission will be able toview the image."When the digital picture is viewed by

(see X-RAY on page 3)



Iand st out!
Grace buys back Lib by mine, boots EPA from site»/ */ ' nJ

In a surprise move. W.R. Grace & Co.
repurchased its former vcrmiculite minenear Libby and ordered the Environ-mental Protection Agency to stay off the
site."On July 18 EPA received noti f icat ionfrom Grace exp la ining that they had ac-quired the stock and properties againf rom Kootenai Development Corporationand were denying access to EPA to (lie
Z o n o l i t e mine and other propert i e s asso-ciated with the cleanup." said WendyT h o m i , E P A ' s community involvement
coorc4 ">tor in Libby., i ly 19, the day f o l l o w i n g receipt
ol ;ctlcr. EPA issued a demand for ac-cess back lo Grace and gave them 24
hours to respond to that." Thomi said."They have continued to deny access andat i h i s p o i n t the EPA attorneys are work-
ing on ncxl s t e p s on how they will go
ahead H y i n g to obtain access." T h o m i
saidT h o m i siid she had never heard of

such an action, but that doesn't really-mean anything, she said, because any
property owner can put up signs mat say' E P A keep o f f . 1

"They can do that, but we would s t i l lwork with them to obtain access for in-vestigation purposes or cleanup pur-p o s e s , ' - Thomi said.Grace was not allowing EPA on theproperties as of Monday. July 24.Grace is at odds with EPA over how toc l a s s i f y the asbestos found at the formermine site, and over t e s t ing methods pro-posed by EPA.
"The U . S . EPA and its representa-tives, contractors, agents, or guests arehereby f o r b i d d e n f rom entering" because

of l i a b i l i t y issues. Grace o f f i c i a l s said in a
l e t t er to EPA this week,W i l l i a m Corcoran, Grace vice presi-
dent for publ i c and regulatory a f f a i r s ,said the company does not yet have l iab i l -
ity insurance on the mine and some asso-ciated property along the Kootenai River.

But Grace spokesman Greg Euston said
July 20 there is more to barring EPA offi-
c ial s from the proper ty than s i m p l e lackof insurance coverage if somebody tripsand sprains an ankle."The l i ab i l i ty questions have to dowith what EPA wants to do on the land.They can't be given access again untilGrace and the EPA have worked thatout," Euston said: "It has everything to dowith what EPA would like to do on thatland."Euston denied that Grace was trying
to pressure the EPA by denying access."They can have escorted access." he
said. "They've been on the property. Theproperty i s n ' t a mystery t o mem. T h e
EPA has been in Libby since November."

Euston refused to say if Grace's movereveals d i f f i c u l t i e s between the company
and EPA in resolving cleanup issues.Asbestos associated with the venniculitchas been blamed for at least 80 deathsand 375 i l lne s s e s in the Libby area. The

EPA has been negotiating the cleanup of
the site.Paul Peronard, EPA cleanup coordina-tor in Libby. could not be reached Mon-day for comment but he said in an inter-view last week that Grace is arguingabout the c la s s i f i ca t i on of asbestos found
in vermiculite ore at Libby and sayingmat, technically, it is not a hazardoussubstance under Super fund and clean airlaws."They are staking their ground to say,' Y o u ( E P A ) d o n ' t have a c la im i nLibby.'" Peronard told the Spokesman-Review of Spokane.

That means the government could endup paying m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s for c l eanup
it is f or c ing Grace to p er f orm, not j u s t atLibby. but at process ing p l a n t s around the
country mat turned the ore into home in-sulation.

Grace' s vermiculi te plant turned orefrom the mine into home insulation for
27 years. EPA is ordering the company to

clean up the site because of high asbestoslevels.The asbestos was released for years asa byproduct from the mine and lias beenlinked to 80 deaths in the Libby region.An additional 300 people have been diag-nosed with illnesses linked to asbestos ex-posure, according to Montana statehealth o f f i c i a l s .Grace closed the mine in 1990 andsold the site in 1994 to Kootenai Devel-opment Corp., the owners of which in-clude J a c k Wol t er s , former vice presidentof Grace' s construction products division.EPA lias been negotiating with
Kootenai Development to move 35.000cubic yards of asbestos-contaminated soilfrom Grace's former screening plant onHwy. 37 (now the location of RaintreeNursery) back to the mine,Corcoran to ld the Spokesman Review
that Grace still intends to have the con-taminated soil moved back to the mine.



W H O ;
W H A T :

W H E N :
W H E R E :
H O W :
W H Y :

S u p p o r t O F 6 U J 3 l o r I n d i v i d u a l s
'

S p o n s o r e d b y S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l a n d E R A . F a c i l i t a t e d
by Ann Mart in , M,$:VV., and Laura S e d l e r , B.S. W.
Psycho-Social S u p p o r t Q r p y f : i f o r . - i ' n d i v i d u a l s I m p a c t e d b y Asbestos.
S a m p l e T o p i c s ; .,". , ; ; c r ^

* Recxignizir ig^Ghronic Stress i ^ '
* Learning; to G o p e w i t j i ^ l l n e s s* R e g a i n i n g . G ' 6 n t r o l* H e a l i n g f r o m Loss

2nd and 4th W e d n e s d a y s of the Month , 7:00-8:30 p.m.
F i r s t Ses s i on: July 26 , 2000, No Charge
415 L o u i s i a n a Ave., L i b b y , MT 59923
Contact Laura S e d l e r at St. John's Communi ty Outreach, 293-01 80
"St. John's and the medical community haye recognized the
enormous i m p a c t s of asbestos exposure on emotional as well
as phys i ca l health. T h i s suppor t group wi l l f o c u s on h e l p i n gp e o p l e to recognize these impact s and to discover together
p o s i t i v e ways of r e g a i n i n g control over their lives."



A S K E P A ! !
^̂^̂  Questions and Answers about

Asbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t iga t i on
Q e Does the EPA have a format record where I can l ook up documents about

*the asbestos inves t igation and cleanup actions that are h a p p e n i n g ?

A @ Yes. EPA has an Adminis trat i ve Record that contains all the documents that
• were used to support the cleanup actions EPA is taking in Libby. EPA f o r m a l l y

invites p u b l i c comment on this Record from J u l y 30, 2000, through Sep t ember 1,
2000. The Record can be found at two locations:
,1) EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 501 Mineral Avenue, Libby, MT 59923

'
2) EPA Record Center, S u p e r f u n d Reference Desk, 999 18th S t r e e t , S u i t e 500,

Denver CO 80202-2466. Phone: 303-312-6473
Please send or de l iver any comments on the Admini s t ra t ive Record to:
EPA I n f o r m a t i o n center
501 Mineral Avenue
Libby , MT 59923- 1957
E P A also maintains copie s o f other documents i n Libby ' s E P A I n f o r m a t i o n Center
which are not a part of the administrative record but which could provide u s e fu l infor-
mation to residents. T h e s e documents include fact sheets, press releases, correspon-
dence, meeting summaries, etc.
Pleas e s t o p by the in f ormat i on center to view these documents or make copies. If you do
not see something you are l ook ing f o r , p l ea s e ask our I n f o r m a t i o n Center s t a f f to assist
you.

For more in format ion c a l l : W e n d y Thomi at 406-44 1 - 1 1 50 x24 1
Diana Hammer at 1 -800-227-891 7 x6601
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3-0 ooadmits shelving asbestos study
Agency

.ispoitin the New York Times July
22l i s f t e said trie jtenvircramerital -Rrotec-
tion Agency is investigating why offi-
cials ignored for 18 years a stud)' that
showed W.R. Grace & Co. was usingore contaminated with dangerous tremo-lile asbestos in insulation and other
buiJding products.

The agency shelved a 3 982 stud}
which found aJarming levels of cancer-
causing asbestos in ore that Grace had

\ ' said included harmless amounts of the
I awleriaL The Times said it was told by

1 ^identified EPA o f f i c i a l s . The agency
f • j j s o aborted f o l l o w - u p studies and con-
ipiiued to accept the c o m p a n y ' s lower

;, the officials said.
As a result, Grace, a maker of spe-

ilty chemicals and bu i ld ing materials,
s allowed to avoid government scru-

pny and use the ore in products, like
f f l r c p r o o f i n g , that me company promoted
as asbestos-free. The Times said.

U n i d e n t i f i e d o f f i c ia l s told th e Time s
that in 3 983, an agency o f f i c i a l misrep-
resented the report and downplayed its

f indings in r e spb l fd i r ig t o; eorigressional
inquiries about the: level of a^bestosin
the ore, known as venniculi^ "

The report — entitled "Exposure As-
sessment for Asbestos Contaminated
Vermiculite," prepared by Versar, Inc.,
of S p r i n g f i e l d , Va. — resurfaced af t er
the EPA began a reported health crisis
in Libby last December. Grace operated
a vermiculite mine near Libby from
1963 to 1990.

Grace workers and Libby residents
have died or are dying from lung disease
at rates far above the national average. It
is unknown how many people have died,
although the number ranges from 80 to
"about 200," depending on the source.
M o n t a n a ' s state medical o f f i c e r , Dr. Mi-
chael Spence, said last December that
"about 300" Libby peopl e are currently
s u f f e r i n g from asbestos-related illnesses.

The report letters and other records
have been sent to the EPA.inspector
general, who planned to begin an in-
quiry on July 24.

"We don't ask our inspector general

to do an investigation lightly," said
^Steve Johnson, Jepaty^assistant ada^Sr-
trator of the o f f i c e of prevention, pesrj- 'tides and toxic substances. "We want to
know precisely what did happen."

Vermiculite is a widely used fire-
proo f ing material and attic insulation
and is presently in thousands of homes
and o f f i c e s nationwide. The health risks
are unclear because it is not loiown how
much asbestos may be present in the
products.

The 1982 report estimated that up to
13 million Americans had been exposed
to asbestos-contaminated vermiculitefrom the Grace mine in Libby.

Grace saidit removed as much.asbes-
tos as possible during processing, and
contended mat the products contained
only trace amounts of asbestos. On July
21, Grace o f f i c i a l s did not dispute the
1982 EPA report, but said their own
studies have consistently shown much
smaller amounts of asbestos.



Praise God for W.R. Grace
Editor

The pages of England's history
are teeming with stories of theking's sherifEs and their deputies
invading private homes and busi-
nesses, at will and without permis-
sion of the owner,Having tolerated this abuse long

enough, out f o r e f a t h e r s migrated to
the New World to rid themselves of
this injustice: Unfor tunate ly, the
king's men f o l l owed and the prac-
tice continued as before.

,. F i n a l l y , in if&'.ihe' p eop l e hadtheir fill.,A revolution was f ough t .
The English lost. America was;free

at last . Now 224 years.Iater. gov-
ernment agents (the EPA) are emu-la t ing those scoundrels of the past .Enter W : R . C 3 r a e e ' & € p . T l i e v
i r i f onned the EPA that the Grace
Co. property \yas private land.Tliey. (lie EM. would need perr
mission to enter. Permission has

been denied. The grac? C°- i s de-serving of a hearty round of ap-
plause, not only from the people in
me Libby area but;in;the nation as
W e l l . : . ' ' . : • • • : ' • - v : * ' l v ' . . • . ' • : •The Grace CQ. ;lias told |ov̂ rn-
nien| that eriougli is eriouglv. praise
G o d ' r h a v e " J t " " " *:i "^ Vi)i~
who is w i l l i n g tq stand tliei^xground as ; J F r ^ . A i p e p c a n s , , Hats ojOT
to the c o m p a n y : U i a ) ' h a s : h a d ; i t s ; i i l l

of government bureaucracy and is
• s t a t t d i n g f i r m ^ ' > • / . : ; - ; !A:^<4. Can other i^merican cbrnpanie?;

afford to do less? Kiss the boots of
the EPA, just once, and you will

> place j tourse l f back in thechainsbf
j s layeryi ' • ' . : , , " . V / : ; ' ' ; - ; . , ' j - . - • , : "'k Gcbrge fc Seiton, 7106 Lance

St, Shepherd^ MT 590^115

U U , ^ 0 o o



The Locally Owned M o n t a n i a n J u l y 26, 2000

Libby Communi ty Advi s ory G r o u p Mee t ing Summary
J u l y 12,2000

I n t r o d u c t i o n sGerald Muel l er and LibbyCommunity Advisory Group(CAG) members presentintroduced themselves. A l i s t of themembers in attendance is attachedbelow as A p p e n d i x 1.
AgendaMr. Muel l er reviewed an agendafor this meeting inc lud ing thef o l l o w i n g topics:
• Billboard Discussion
• Videos
• EPA Report
• ATSDR Report
• Discussion of CommunityMedical Trust and Role Purposeof the CAG
• CAG member Questions andAnswers f r om S t . J o h n ' sH o s p i t a l , W.R Grace andA T S D R• Next S t e p s - Meeting Date andAgenda
Billboard DiscussionCyrus Lee read a statementregarding use of radio, television.and billboards to inform the Libbycommunity about the medicalhealth screening. In the subsequentdiscussion, Paul Peronard reportedthat about 3,200 p eop l e havesigned up to date for the screening,and that, this number is about themaximum that can be screenedduring the next three months.Addit ional p e op l e can sign-up, butthey will be scheduled forSeptember. Mr. Peronard also saidthat about a month and a halfwould be required to design andinstall billboards announcing thescreening program. The CAGdecided to pursue reader boards. instead of billboards to be locatedon the highways entering Libbythat would read, "Say yes to thetest, call 1-800439-8308".

Audience Member Comment -Concerning the use of Libby'scable to inform people about themedical tests, it was difficult toconvince the cable company torefer to medical tests todifferentiate them from the other
testing of homes, soil and air.However, he word "medical"wasfinally Included in the banner

A i/dience Member Comment - We
should begin with a public
education.program to build
knowledge before tackling the
more technical subjects.
Ms. Thomi continued by reportingthat EPA will shortly announce inthe newspapers two trainingopportunit ie s in Libby. The first tobegin on July 25 is a 40 hourhazardous waste operation( H A Z W O P E R ) . The second will bean eight hour session on September for Toxic Substances and Disease29 and will provide asbestos Registry. Mr: Donovan stated that

f a c ing the CAG and the remediesavailable to it.
Frank Crowley introduced the legalteam and the idea of using trusts inenvironmental cleanups. MikeDonovan then used a series ofoverheads, copies of which areattached below as A p p e n d i x 3, toexplain the federal Super fund Actthe National Oil and HazardousSubstances Pol lu t i on ContingencyPlan, the remedial investigation/f ea s ib i l i ty study, and the Agency

awareness for homeowners,including information about how toidentify' and protect againstasbestos contamination in homes.Ms. Thomi also reminded theCAG about a letter sent by theEPA Denver o f f i c e and theWashington headquarters o f f i c e tothe EPA Inspec tor General askingthat E P A ' s actions regarding t h esituation in Libby be evaluated. Acopy of this letter was previously' mailed to CAG members. Sheemphasized that this l e t t er was ajoint request by the regional o f f i c eand headquarters and that pressreports to the contrary wereincorrect. In particular, it is notcorrect that the EPA Denver o f f i c ehas asked that headquarters actionsregarding providing information tothe regional o f f i c e be investigated.Ms. Thomi also made available,.atCAG member Don W i l k i n s 'request, copies of his letter toRepresentative Rick Hill . F i n a l l y ,Ms. Thomi .made available copiesof IRS forms that the CAG mightuse if it chooses to incorporatei t s e l f as a non-pro f i t organization.
Paul PeronardPaul Peronard reported on progressat the cleanups at the screeningand export plant sites. Work at thescreening plant site is underway.Gross decontamination anddemolition should begin in abouttwo weeks. An agreement inprincipal has been struck with themine property owners that willallow contaminated materials to bemoved from the screening plantsite to the mine site for disposal.Actual transportation ofcontaminated materials to themine should begin in August. EPAand W.R. Grace have agreed<)n:a

the federal statutes do not preemptstate and local governments lawsand authorities that do not interferewith federal cleanup actions. Inparticular, state and localgovernments have broad powers toabate nuisances. Mr. Donovan alsoi d en t i f i e d three types of trusts thatmight be used for the Libbyasbestos cleanup: the grantor trust,the •community foundation trust,and the §4688 settlement trust.§468B refers to a section of thefederal IRS code. The la t t er is atrust administered under a courtorder in which one personcontributes resources for the useand benefit of others.
Mr. Donovan suggested that theCAG can have two functions, toexpress the will of the Libbycommunity and to wield theconsensus of the community. Hesuggested further that if the CAGcan separate the public interestfrom the private and if it can beconcrete and spe c i f i c about what itwants done, then the CAG can bevery e f f e c t i v e in producing actionregarding the pub l i c interest byboth governmental agencies suchas EPA and the county and cityand by private entities such ascorporations. If it chooses to do so,the CAG might address theimpacts of the asbestosreontamination on three areas ofpublic interest: the communitypublic health including the needfor f u n d i n g continuing andcomprehensive medical testing andtreatment for asbestos victims,community environmental issues .such as the need for monitoringand remediation, and communityeconomic impacts such as lost taxdoUars and development

provided in the screening protocol.Use of PFT box is underdiscussion, but changing theprotocol now would s igni f i cant lydelay the screening.
CA G Member Comment - Weshould continue to urge people tosign up for the medical screening
even if they have already beendiagnosed. The information gained
will be valuable to EPA 'sunderstanding of thecontamination problem.
Audience Member Comment - The -
Montanian newspaper publishedthe summary of the last CAG
meeting. EPA should pay thenewspaper to publish future
meeting summaries.
N e x t MeetingThe next meeting is scheduled forT h u r s d a y , J u l y 27,2000 from 7 to9 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room ofthe Libby City Hall. Dr. HenryFaulk of ATSDR will attend andaddress the CAG. The CAG willalso discuss where the Libbycommunity should be with respectto asbestos-related issues in twenty-four months.

A p p e n d i x 1, CAG MemberAttendance Li s t , J u l y 12,2000Brad Black, Lincoln County H e a l t hO f f i c e r ;Rick Palagi, S t . J o h n ' s LutheranH o s p i t a l ;Commissioner Rita Windom,Lincoln County;Sandy Wagner, Libby Resident;Commissioner John Konzen,Lincoln County;Bob Tunis , Lincoln CountyEconomic DevelopmentCorporation;Ron Anderson, Lincoln County .Environmental H e a l t h ;Wilbur Wilson, County Council onAging;Wendy Thomi, EPA CommunityInvolvement;David F. Latham, The Montanian;Paul Peronard, EPA On-SceneCoordinator;George Bauer, Ci ty of Libby;Kirby Maki, Libby Schoo l s ;Cyrus Lee, Kootenai V a l l e yHeads tart;LeRoy Thorn. Former GraceEmployee;Kerry Beasley, S t , J o h n ' s Lutheran



j viewed a video showingin of the installation ofwofk bdi&done in an atticcor tdni fgvenniculate insulation
with asbestos atins typical of Libby____^frhe video used a speciall ight ing technique to i l lus trate thep f l r t W a fcrained in the air by theB^ivit)', Measurement of therwuWni ambient air asbestos f iberconcentrations ranged up to 6fiber*;per|teic centimeter (note:

UMfiitn lti®$eo). Paul PeronardMated thm tSe video i l lus trate s whypeople in L&by should avoidCOMaa wtthvemuculi le insulation.Invitation wth asbestosBonCCOtrations of less that 1% may

EPA Reportj iVcndv ThomiW c n d y T h o r a l reported that .inresponse to the-CAG's request attl last meeting, Jan Shubert withSPA has arranged for temporarylinding to pay the fac i l i ta tor forhe mental health support groupmtiJ a long-term fund ing sourcean be found. CAG members(jqjressed their appreciation for;his outcome. Ms. Thomi also ;elated that planning is proceedingbr a conferencepn asbestos andniblic health to be held in Libbyhis f a l l . A committee includington Anderson is h e lp ing plan theonference. Ms. Thomi asked forther volunteers from the CAG toe members of the;planningonunittee. She made available aandout containing a list ofossible conference topicsl e n t i f i e d by the committee (list isttached as A p p e n d i x 2). and asked!AG members and anyone elseoth to prioritize the suggested l i s tnd suggest other t op i c s if they fee lDmething i s n ' t being covered".
'AG Member Comment -Itough! thai the purpose ofinference was TO hold a high le\>el
•chnical conference in Libbymilar la those in Cincinnati and .
PA Response - TheCihc innat iid Denver meetings were focusedi analytical techniques androtocols and were attended mostlyi scientists. Our planning to datesumes tliat t l i e target audience isibby p e o p l e , so we are t entat ive lyarming educational topics>propriate lo the general p u b l i cther t l ian medical or technicalecialists.

export site, ^ ^ u r n e t t ' s businesswill be movecno the site of the oldlegion ballpark. W.& Grace hasrequested and EPA has agreed toallow it to try to clean the buildingson the export site withoutdemolishing them. W.R. Gracewill remove the building sidingand f loor s so that only the studsremain. It will then spray the studswith a sealant. Respiratorprotection and use of water wj l l berequired during the cleaning toprotect workers and abate dust andprevent o f f - s i t e release of asbestosfibers. Ambient air monitoringwill also be required around thesite to ensure that airborne fibersare not leaving the site.
CAG Member Question - Will theCity be advantaged by notrequiring complete demolition?A n s w e r — N o .
CAG Member Question - Who milbenefit? ~ ' "
Answer - Cleaning the buildingswithout demolishing them may becheaper for W.R, Grace. However,if this technique does not abate thecontamination, then EPA willrequire demolition. Retaining thebuilding structure is also expected "to provide some containment offibers which will be safer forpeop l e in the surrounding area.
CA G Member Question - Why isthe construction company storingequipment on the site? •
Answer -The equipment storage isnot occurring on contaminatedsoils. A better alternative forstoring the equipment is notavailable.
At tlu's point it was decided tointerrupt flie EPA and ATSDR
reports and proceed to the nextagenda iteraEPA will make itsreport to the Libby community at apublic meeting tomorrow night,
Discussion of CommunityMedica l Trus t and Role and rP u r p o s e o f t h e C A GRick Palagi introduced a team offour attorneys, two from Helena 'and two from San Francisco thatt i i e ' C A G ' s community medical •trust committee had tentativelyselected to h e lp work on the trustconcept. The attorneys were FrankCrowley a n d Alan Payne from . ' ;H e l e n a and Mike Donovan andSteve Henshaw from SanFranc i s c o . The attorneys appearedat this meeting only to pro\idei n f o r m a t i o n to the CAG about the

! l < t f ? r v f f m c t c o n H o K ™ . * + I - I Q ;~~—~

contrasted to impacts on pinterests such as compensation fordamage to the health of anindividual person or ani n d i v i d u a l ' s property or businesswhich may be better left to privatelegal actions.
In the ensuing discussion, CAGmembers raised several questionsfor possible consideration at futuremeeting, including: •• Is the CAG organized properly toexpress and wield the consensusof the Libby community?• Should the CAG, for example, beled by a member of the Libbycommunity rather than anoutside facilitator?• Should the CAG do more thanwrite a medical planto helppeople a f f l i c t e d by asbestos-related disease?• Should the CAG also develop aresearch plan for exploring issuessuch as the need for continuedmental health treatment?• Should the CAG develop aneconomic plan for abating thefinancial impacts of the asbestoscontamination on thecommunity?• Where do we want to be withrespect to these and poss iblyother topics in twenty-fourmonths?
Other spec i f i c CAG memberquestions that were answeredincluded the f o l l ow ing:CAGMember Question - Does a
class action law suit address publicissues?Answer - No. A class action is acollection of private interests.

'CA G Member Question - -Is there
a :vcay to provide the CA G with
technical resources and then havethe responsible party pick up thetab? . ...Answer - Doing so would requireaction by f edera l , state, or localgovernment. Because Libby is noton the Super fund nationalpriorities l i s t , EPA cannot nowprovide f u n d i n g for technicalassistance to the CAG.
CAGMember Question - If theCAG were to reorganize from anadvisory group to an action group,
would EPA still provide fundingfor administatiive assistance?Answer-Yes.. '..-.'•'
CAG.Member Question - St.

: John's Hospital has aPFTbox.li ln> isn 't it being used as a part ofthe medical screening?

John Constan, DEQ;Gayla Benefield, LCAVRO;Norita Skramstad, AsbestosVictims;Thomas Mignone, ATSDR
A p p e n d i x 2Asbestos and Public Heal thConference T o p i c RankingPlease rank the f o l l owingconference topics, using a 1 for thetopic that interests you most, 2 forthe second most interesting, etc.We will use this ranking to choosetopics for presentation during theAsbestos and Public Heal thConference.Environmental Topic s

• Asbestos information for thehomeowner
• Informat i on on asbestos removalcertification program
• Informat ion oh environmentalsampling results in Libby
»Information on progress ofcleanup activitiesHealth Topic s
• Smoking cessation information
• Explanation of asbestos relatedillnesses and general healthe f f e c t s
• Education on the d i f f e r enc ebetween "diagnosis" and"screening" •
« Living with asbestos-relateddisease
• Asbestos and childrenAsbestos Regulations
• Asbestos laws, regulations andstandards
» National and Regional Issues
• Inspector General - who knewwhat and when?
• Consumer product information
• EPA Site Assessments/asbestosinvestigations around the country
• I n f o r m a t i o n about other sites in• Montana (for example, nearD i l l o n and Bozeman)Publ i c Education
• C l a r i f y i n g roles and ' -responsibi l i t ie s of all the d i f f e r e n tagencies involved in the Libby.,asbestos issues
• Risk assessment and riskcommunication
• Real Estate prices and asbestosOther topics?
• Please fill in suggestions



Tota l exposure:
EPA says all Libby residentsbreathed asbestos before 1991

The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency says everyone who lived in Libby
before 1991 was probably exposed to
tremolite asbestos from the W.R. Grace
& Co. vermiculite mine, and should be
tested for asbestos-related illnesses.

The federal agency said in a notifica-
tion issued My 14 that random air sam-
ples taken at d i f f e r e n t times in the 1970s
and 1980s suggest that there
was a high level of ongoing as-
bestos contamination from the
mine, which closed in 1990.

"... a person was likely ex-
posed to asbestos fibers by sim-
ply living in Libby while the
mine was operating. Asbestos
fibers caught in a person's
lungs, o f t en .causing disease
many years (10-40) a f t e r expo-
sure. Even low levels Of asbes-
tos exposure can increase the
risk of asbestos-related dis-
ease," according to the notification sent
by Diana Hammer of the EPA's Informa-
tion Center in Libby.

Hammer wrote that air quality sam-
ples taken in Libby in 1975 and 1980
showed high levels of toxic asbestos,

"in pecemb^r of 1975, during a rainy
period, W,k (jrace took air pollutionmeasurements that showed asbestos f iber

exposed for 24 hours each day, seven
days a week." She said a 150-pound per-
son normally breathes about 1000 cubic
ceritinieters (cc) of air per minute. F6r
comparison, a sugar cube is about three
cc. . :

"In October 1980, during a rainy pe- '.
riod, EPA tested the air outside of Libby.
These air samples from outside town

"... it is clear that a person was
l i k e l y exposed to asbestos
f i b e r s by s i m p l y l i v i n g in Libby
while the mine was operating."

— Diana Hammer, U.S,
Environmental Protection Agency

showed levels of asbestos fibers as high
as 0,5 #ce," Hammer wrote.

"While information about past expo- ••-
sures is limited, we believe these were not
isolated instances and-that during dry '"
weather times artel during weather inver^,
sions over Libby, or during periods of i:
high production at the mina&r processingareas, asbestos f iber counts could have k

a "EPA has been monitoring outdoor airrin Libby since January 2000 for asbestos
'fibers," Hammer said. "To date, the only
' p l a c e s w e ' v e detected a n y asbestos f ibers
in the outdoor air were near the former

/export plant and Rainy Creek Road. Oth-
erwise^ the air sample results from
around Libby are clean. The Lincoln
County Environmental Heal th Depart-

ment also monitors outdoor air
quality in Libby for particu-
lates."

EPA is actively urging any*
one who lived in Libby before
1991 to take the free medical
testing currently being o f f e r e d
in Libby by the Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR).

"Everyonp who was in
Libby for more than six
months before Dec. 31, 1990,
is encouraged to participate in

the medical testing," Hammer said, "If
you or a fami ly member has already been
diagnosed with an asbestos-related dis-
ease, we still need your participation in
the screening. Your part i c ipat ionAvil l
help :us comple te ly understand the size of
the asbestos problem — npt just in Libby
but nationally,".

ATSDR is still accepting appoint-
timeter (fee) r n d o w n t o w t t k i b b y v ' ' Jpnn- collected ;&jd. EPAisi l l c o n t j f l u e to keep medical test. Call 1-800-419-8368 for an
mer wrote. "This is much higher than
what is currently allowed for workers '(Q.I
fee)."Hammer said worker exposure is cal-
culated assuming an 8-hour day, f ive
days a week, but residents are "potentially

the public informed," she said.
The agency emphasizes that while

Libby air was probably contaminated
with asbestos when the mine was operat-
ing, the air is almost entirely free of as-
bestos now.

appointment. ,
For moreinformation, please call the

ATSDR o f f i c e at (406) 293^7781 exten-
sion 279, or the EPA Irrformatiort Center
at (406) 293-6194.

an
inis
PIof



-J^^*.*!S t . J o h n ' s opens center f o rasbestos related disease
The new Center for Asbestos Related

isease opened July 17,2000, said Dr.
irad Black, MD, center medical director.

ic center will .provide clinic services to
iple who need diagnosis and coordina-

on of care for any asbestos related dis-ases.The health services are for Libby resi-
ents who may have been exposed toiigh levels of asbestos dust from the for-
f t e r W.R Grace: & Co. vermiculite mine,
yhich operated in Libby until 1990. Any-
>ne who lived in Libby for at least six
norths before the mine shut down is eli-pble for free screening.

Prolonged exposure to asbestos cancause such lung diseases-as asbestosis, •
ung cancer and mesothelioma.The Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry is o f f e r i n g Libby resi-
ients free chest X-rays and a lung capac-
ty test. It has signed up 3,200 people to

screened in the next three months.
"The screening currently being done •

by the. ATSDR is an important first step,
but it does not give a person a final diag-
nosis." Black said. "Our center is aimed
at helping people take the next step to
f ind out for certain if they have an asbes-
tos-related disease, and if so, help them
develop a care plan."

The center operates iii a new modular
building near the St. John' s LutheranHospi ta l Prompt Care building.

"The screening currently being done
by the ATSDR is an important f ir s t step,but it does hot give a person a final diag-
nosis." said Black. "Our center is aimed
at he lp ing people take the next step to
f ind our for certain if t h f y have an asbes-
tos related disease, and if so, help themdevelop a care plap.' : - :

In addition to Black's physician serv- •,-
ices, the center will be s t a f f e d by regis^
tered nurse Pat Cohan. as program coor-
dinator, and medical assistant Ruth
Miller. . ' •

"'Our role is not to take the place of a
pulmonary specialist in a patient's treat-

ment plan, or to take the place of their
primary-care physician," Black said. "But
there are a number of services we canprovide here in Libby that don't require a
s p e c i a l i s t ' s level of care, and that can best
be done in one central place."The center is located in one of the twonew modular buildings south of St.
John's Prompt Care building at 308 Lou-
isiana Ave. The building closest to Lou-
isiana Ave. is where the ATSDR screen-
ing is being conducted. The building be-hind that to the west is where the center
is located.In his role as county health o f f i c e r ,
Black has been closely involved in all as-
pects of the current screening program
and the establishment of the new center.He has also worked in cooperation withlocal physicians and a number of pulmo-
nary Speciali s t s who have handled many
of the Libby asbestos patients in the past,
including Dr. Alan Whitehouse of Spo-
karte.

Besides diagnostic and referral serv-ices, the center will be able to help sched-
ule patients for f o l l ow-up visits or screen-
ings when needed. Staff will also provide
free ongoing education on a variety of .:
topics, and some counseling services will 'also be providedThe f ir s t visit at the clinic will include.;an initial physician evaluation and a re-
view of the results of the ATSDR screen-
ing, which involves a simple spirometry :test and several chest x-rays. Theseevaluation services will be provided at no
cost to the patient.

If additional tests, such as a complete
PFT. and CT studies, or additional f o l l ow-
upyi s i t s are recommended, these services
would be billed at the currently estate. .\
lished rates applied to these services. v;The charges would qual i fy to be sub':' (.
mitted for payment to the patient's triedi- '
cal insurance.

Funding arrangements for the com-
ple t e PFT and CT tests are currently be-
ing addressed by Sen. Baucus. the EPA

and the ATSDR. At this time, the only-
f irm commitment on funding is that CT
scans will be p f f e r e d at no cost to thoseindividuals judged to be in a high expo-
sure category and having spec i f i c symp- '••
toms. Any tests covered by governmentfunds will not be billed to the patients or
their insurance plan.

The center will be open initially on'
Mondays and Thursdays from 9 to noon,
and 1 to 4 p.m. Additional o f f i c e hours
will be added as needed. Appointments at
the center can be made by calling 293-
9274: '

Lincoln Com
Premium books for the Lincoln

County Fair, which will be held Aug.27. (Thursday-Saturday), are nowavailable at Libby and Troy areabusinesses.Beef registration and weigh-in will ]on Wednesday night with j udg ing the \
f o l l owing morning. All other livestock"and youth and adult general entries •>. be done on Thursday with judg ing on;;Friday

Repeat events this year include "1Bull Thing" on Saturday night, "Fricf l i g h t At The Games" on Friday nighithe quilt auction on Sunday afternoonfwell as the livestock auction on Satur<Tafternoon. The f i b e r f e s t , the pet t ing zq
4-H dog show, 4-H and open-class hoshows, llama obstacle courses and the!parade continue to be popular feature|
Also, the Flathead Val l ey CommunitBand will perform in the food court <

: Thursday evening.
A change in special awards this y^was made in response to at least one 1

re s id en t ' s complaint that h e wa sn ' te l igible for the "Our Fair Ladv' awatbecause of his gender. He f e l t that hef
could out-do any of the ladies in the .1
needlework, arts and cra f t s and f l ow sdrsisions. and therefore should be



P u b l i c N o t i f i c a t i o n o f Past Asbe s to sExpo sure in L i b b y (#2)Please "Say TES' to the Tes t !"
In December o f 1975, d u r i n g a rainy p e r i o d , W.R. Grace took air p o l l u t i o n measurements that showed as-

bes tos f i b e r counts as h i g h as 1.5 f i b e r s per cubic c ent imeter (f/cc) in downtown L i b b y . This i s much h i g h e r
t h a n what i s c u r r e n t l y a l l o w e d for workers (0.1 f / c c ) . W o r k e r , e x p o s u r e i s f i g u r e d out a s s u m i n g an 8-hour
day, f i v e days a week; re s ident s are p o t e n t i a l l y exposed for 24 hours each day, seven days a week. A 150-
p o u n d p er s on n o r m a l l y breathe s about 1000 cubic^eehtimeters (cc) of air per minute . (For c ompar i s on , a
sugar cube is a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 cc in size.)

In October 1980, d u r i n g a rainy p e r i o d , EPA te s t ed the a ir o u t s i d e o f L i b b y . T h e s e a ir s a m p l e s f r o m ou t-
s i d e town showed l e v e l s of asbestos f i b e r s - a s h i g h as 0.5 f/cc.

W h i l e i n f o r m a t i o n about pas t exposures i s l i m i t e d , we b e l i e v e the s e were not i s o l a t e d ins tance s and that
d u r i n g dry weather t imes and d u r i n g weather inversions over L i b b y , or d u r i n g p e r i o d s of h i g h p r o d u c t i o n at
the mine or p r o c e s s i n g areas, asbe s to s f i b e r counts could have been much h igher . More d a t a is b e i n g col-
l e c t e d and EPA wi l l cont inue to keep the p u b l i c i n f o r m e d .

EPA has been m o n i t o r i n g o u t d o o r a ir in L i b b y since J a n u a r y 2000 for asbes tos f i b e r s . To d a t e , the o n l y
p l a c e s we've detec ted any asbestos f i b e r s in the outdoor air were near the f o rmer Export P l a n t and Rainy
Creek Road. Otherwise , the a ir s a m p l e r e su l t s f r o m around L i b b y are clean. The L i n c o l n C o u n t y Environ-
menta l H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t a l s o moni tor s ou tdoor a i r q u a l i t y i n L i b b y f o r p a r t i c u l a t e s .

T h e r e f o r e , i t i s c l ear that a per son was l ike ly exposed to a sbe s to s f i b e r s by s i m p l y l i v i n g in L i b b y w h i l e the
mine wa s o p e r a t i n g . A s b e s t o s f i b e r s caught in a p er s on ' s l u n g s , o f t e n c a u s i n g d i s ea s e many years (10-40)
a f t e r e xpo sure . Even low l e v e l s of a sbe s to s exposure can increase the risk of a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed disease.

Everyone who was in L i b b y for more than 6 months b e f o r e 12-31-90 is encouraged to p a r t i c i p a t e in the
m e d i c a l t e s t i n g . I f y o u o r a f a m i l y member h a s a l r e a d y been d i a g n o s e d wi th a n a sb e s t o s -r e la t ed d i s ea s e ,
we s t i l l need your p a r t i c i p a t i o n in th e screening. Y o u r p a r t i c i p a t i o n wi l l h e l p u s c o m p l e t e l y under s tand the
size of the a s b e s t o s p r o b l e m — not j u s t in L i b b y but n a t i o n a l l y .

P l e a s e ca l l 1-800-439-8308 for an a p p o i n t m e n t . For more i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e cal l the Agency for T o x i c
S u b s t a n c e s and Disease R e g i s t r y (ATSDR) o f f i c e a t (406) 293-7781 ex t en s i on 279, or the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n
C e n t e r at (406) 293-6194.



E P A ! !
Questions and Answers about

A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on
Q « I f I ' v e a l r e a d y been d i a g n o s e d w i th a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed

*di s ea s e , s h o u l d I s t i l l go t h r o u g h the medical t e s t ing?
.A: Yes . Y o u r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in this t e s t i n g is important to p e o p l e here in Libby and others
in the U n i t e d S t a t e s who may have been exposed to asbestos. The goal of the medical
t e s t ing program is to answer quest ions about how and where p e o p l e were (or are cur-
r e n t l y ) e xpo s ed to asbestos. The only way to answer these que s t ions is to c o l l e c t infor-
mation f r o m r e s i d e n t s about their ind iv idua l exposure.
We encourage anyone who l i v e d , worked, a t t ended school or p layed in the Libby area
for at leas t six months b e f o r e December 31, 1990, to p a r t i c i p a t e , even if you already
know you have an a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed i l l n e s s for the f o l l o w i n g important reasons:
1) The tes t r e s u l t s will h e l p the f e d e r a l agencies learn more about health e f f e c t s f r om as-
be s t o s and who may be at risk for asbe s to s-related i l l n e s s .
2) The i n f o r m a t i o n could h e l p prevent others f r o m being e xpo s ed .
3) The k n o w l e d g e can h e l p hea l th p r o f e s s i o n a l s around the country bet ter treat p e o p l e
who may become sick f r o m asbestos exposure.
4) Y o u r p a r t i c i p a t i o n will h e l p health care prov ider s in the Libby area understand how
many p e o p l e may need s p e c i a l i z e d f o l l o w - u p care.
5) Y o u r p a r t i c i p a t i o n wi l l h e l p f e d e r a l agencies under s tand the needs o f the community
and s u p p o r t br inging in necessary resources.
For more i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l : ATSDR: 1-800-439-8308 or

E P A : W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1 150 x241
Diana Hammer at 1 -800-227-8917 x6601



A S K E P A ! !
Quest ions and Answem a5(ili

A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n "
' d l i k e t o s e e more l o c a l p e o p l e h ired b y EPA.

' W i l l E P A d o th i s?

A 9 Y e s . EPA w i l l hire l o c a l l y whenever we can. EPA c l e a r l y u n d e r s t a n d s that L i b b y cominu-
• nity members want the Agency to pursue a "local hiring preference" p o l i c y . The EPA Re-

gion 8 S u p e r f u n d Program encourages h i r i n g p e o p l e f r om the l o c a l community as much as p o s s i -
ble . We are required to f o l l o w the f e d e r a l procurement procedure s which, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , s o m e t i m e s
make i t d i f f i cu l t t o hire or purchase s u p p l i e s l o c a l l y . W h e n e v e r p o s s i b l e EPA and i t s c o n t r a c t o r s
w i l l c on s id e r h i r i n g l o ca l f i r m s and i n d i v i d u a l s f o r t h e o n g o i n g work r e l a t e d t o t h e a s b e s t o s inves-
t i g a t i o n .

We have a lr eady engaged several local contractors for subcontract ing. I n s t a n c e s where we have
hired l o c a l l y i n c l u d e s e curi ty a t t h e f ormer s creening p l a n t a n d e l e c t r i c a l , p l u m b i n g , f u r n i s h i n g s
and f i x t u r e s c on t ra c t o r s at the b u i l d i n g s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the m e d i c a l screening. To d a t e , we have
s u b c o n t r a c t s w i th seven f i r m s f r o m th e L i b b y / T r o y / Kal i sp e l l area. We w i l l continue t o adver t i s e
l o c a l l y f or a l l f u t u r e sub con trac t s such as the b a c k f i l l and trucking a t the f ormer s creening p l a n t .
Our p r i m e c on trac t or s are, by nece s s i ty , l a r g e , r eg ional or n a t i o n a l f i r m s s p e c i a l i z i n g in environ-
menta l c l e a n u p and i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

If you b e l i e v e you arc e l i g i b l e f or a job tha t may be coming up, p l e a s e l eave a one-page de-
s c r i p t i o n of work you have done in the p a s t and relevant t r a i n i n g wi th L i n d a at the EPA I n f o r m a -
t i on C e n t e r ( 5 0 1 Minera l Ave.. L i b b y ) .
For more i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l : W e n d y Thomi at 406-441-1150 ext. 241 or

Diana Hammer at 1 -800-227-8917 ext. 6601



Baucus works to get Libby screening movingTopATSDR officials lay out asbestos screening plan to senator
U . S . S e n a t o r M a x Baucus ( D - M o n t . )

said J u n e 3 0 l h ; i i i h c Agency f o r T o x i c
S u b s t a n c e s f i n d Disease Regi s t ry a n d S t .
J o h n ' s L u t h e r a n H o s p i t a l i n Libby
readied ;jn agreement to p r o v i d e a medi-
cal s creening pro c edur e a l l i e d "CT
scans" lo Libb\ r e s i d e n t s (hat may have
been exposed 10 asbe s to s f r o m the de-
func t W.R. Grace v c r m i c u l i t e mine.

" I ' m g l a d t h a i f o l k s w h o a r c i d e n t i f i e d
a s 'h igh risk" f o r m e r Grace workers and
t h e i r f a m i l i e s w i l l IK prov id ed with a CT
sain." Baucus said a f t er the T h u r s d a y
meeting in h i s W a s h i n g t o n . D.C. o f f i c e .
"We \verc ab l e lo secure Ihe extra f u n d s
for s creening, but now we have a proto-
col — a process to t e s t p e o p l e lo check
their h e a l t h . T h a t means p e op l e w i l l be
treated sooner.

"I heard loud and clear back in May
that we needed to get resources to the
h o s p i t a l to p r o v i d e th e s e CT scans." Bau-
c u s a d d e d . " I t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o m e . a n d t o

L i b b y r e s i d en t s , t ha t we h e l p the local
h o s p i t a l lo do t h i s , and that we do it
quickly."

At a May 31 meeting Baucus he ld in
Libby. i h c ATSDR l o l d t h e senator they
c o u l d n ' l p rov id e t h e C T scans ( a n X-ray
le s l tha t can fo cu s s p e c i f i c a l l y on s o f t tis-
sues o f the chest , i n c l u d i n g the l u n g ) for
two reasons: 1) Not enough f u n d i n g was
a v a i l a b l e , and. 2) No protocol was set on
who would be e l ig i b l e for the procedure.

Baucus. in turn, ins truc ted ATSDR to
come up with a protocol whi l e he used a
cell phone lo call ERA S u p e r f u n d Direc-
tor Tim Fields and requested an add i-
t i o n a l $1 .7 m i l l i o n f o r h e a l t h screening
of Grace employee s and their f a m i l i e s .

Baucus has received word that
$650.000 wi l l -b e a l loca t ed i m m e d i a t e l y
to implement the screening plan, and the
remaining $1 m i l l i o n of Baucus" request
is l i k e l y lo be in c luded in the EPA's
F Y 2 0 0 1 budget .

I A
Baucus was t o l d J u n e 30 t l i a t CT

scans w i l l be made a v a i l a b l e to a p o p u l a -
t i o n i d e n t i f i e d as being a "high-risk" by
Dr. Brad Black o f St . Jolu i ' s Lutheran
H o s p i t a l in Libby. H i g h - r i s k means any-
one who worked d i r e c t l y for W.R. Grace
or was in close contact with Ihe mine or
miners, such as f a m i l y members.

Baucus noted that though die W.R.
Grace mine in Libby has been closed for
years, the "ill e f f e c t s of asbestos expo-
sure" continue to p l a g u e the smal l north-
west Montana town. News report s have
said that at least 190 p e o p l e liave died
and more than 375 p e o p l e have asbesto-
sis or cancer because of exposure io as-
bestos f i b er s in the Libby area.

"We're turning the comer and now
i t ' s time t o move forward." Baucus said.
"1 f e e l good about l l i i s . I want to h e l p and
I ' m s taying per sonal ly involved. F o l k s
should call me if there is anything 1 can
do."



H i l l c a l l s f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o no f E P A ' s ac t ions i n Libby
U. S. Rep. Rick Hil l . R-Mont. . j o i n e d

several high-ranking government o f f i -
c ia l s J u n e 26 in c a l l i n g for an i n d e p e n d -
ent investigation of t h e ' E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Prote c t i on Agency (EPA) in the wake of
a l l e g a t i o n s that t h e agency f a i l e d t o alen
c i t i z ens of Libby. Mont . , of the danger s
of asbestos 15 years ago.

"The s i t u a t i o n in Libby is t r a g i c and if
t h i s story is accurate, the f a i l u r e of the
EPA to react when it f i r s t became aware
of the h e a l t h risks to mine employe e s and
residents demonstrate s an extraordinary
a n d shocking f a i l u r e t o f u l f i l l E P A ' s ob l i -
gations." said Hil! in a l ener to Nikk i
T i n s l e y . EPA I n s p e c t o r Genera l .

Recent newspaper reports quote Dr.
Chris Weis. an EPA l e x i c o l o g i s t who
s u g g e s t s the agency- "dropped the ba l l" in
not a l e r t i n g Libby citizens to the dangers
of asbestos 35 years ago. Hill noted that
die record of decision, particularly as it
r e l a t e s to EPA involvement with other
f e d e r a l agencies , needs to be examined

by an i m p a r t i a l e n t i t y .
I n c a l l i n g f o r t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . H i l l

j o i n e d t h e f o l l o w i n g three E P A o f f i c i a l s :
T i m o t h y F i e l d s . J r . . a s s i s tant adminis tra-
tor. O f f i c e of Prevention. P e s t i c i d e s and
T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s : and Rebecca W. Han-
mcr. a c t i n g regional a d m i n i s t r a t o r Re-
gion V I I I .

I n t h e i r l e t t e r t o t h e E P A i n s p e c t o r
genera l , th e three EPA of f i c ia l s sa id:
"Quest ions have been raised by r e s i d e n t s
of Libby. government officials, and con-
cerned ci t izens regarding the f ed e ra l gov-
e r n m e n t ' s deci s ion record on the Libby
vermi cu l i t e operations. T h e s e d e c i s i o n s
were made more t h a n 15 years ago when
f e d e r a l p o l i c i e s regarding asbestos con-
t a m i n a t i o n , r e m e d i a t i o n and worker
s a f e t y were being d ev e l op ed . The record
of d e c i s i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y as it r e la t e s to
EPA involvement \rilh other Federa l
agencies, needs to be reconslaicted by an
i m p a r t i a l e n t i t y . ' "
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Libby C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u pMeet ing Summary, J u n e 22,2000
I n t r o d u c t i o n sG e r a l d M u e l l e r a n d L i b b y Commu-n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p ( C A G ) mem-bers pr e s en t i n t r o d u c e d th em-se lves . Member s in a t t e n d a n c ewere K e n n e t h H a v e s . Rick P a l a g i .K e r r y Beas l ey. C y r u s Lee. Bob Tu-nis. M i k e S w i t z e r . C o m m i s s i o n e rRita W i n d o m . S a n d y Wagner.G r a y s o n Casey. David f . L a t h a m .M a y o r T o n y Berect. M i k e N o b l e .W e i i d y T h o m i . J a n S h u b e r t . K . W .M a k i . ' D o n W i l l k i n s . G a y l a Bene-l i e l d . J o h n Conslan. N o r i t a S k r a m -s l a d . C h r i s P o u l e t . P a m ' f u c k e r .C h r i s Wei s . Brad B l a c k .A g e n d aMr. M u e l l e r r ev i ewed an a g e n d af o r t h i s m e e t i n g i n c l u d i n g t h e f o l -l o w i n g t o p i c s :

• E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o nA g e n c y ( E P A ) Report
• A T S D R Repor t
• C o m m u n i t y M e d i c a l T r u s t U p -d a t e
• Report f r o m S t r e s s R e s p o n s e

T e a m
• W.R. Grace Respons e s to CAGM e m b e r Q u e s t i o n s
• P u b l i c C o m m e n t P e r i o d
• N e x t S t e p s - - M e e t i n g Date a n dA g e n d aC l i n t o n Maynard May 25. 2000M e e t i n g S t a t e m e n tG e r a l d M u e l l e r announced t h a t h en e g l e c t e d t o a t t a c h C l i n t o nM a y n a r d ' s s t a t e m e n t a t t h e M a y25. 2000 meet ing to the J u n e 8.2000 m e e t i n g summary. T h e s t a t e -ment i s a t t a c h e d t o t h i s summary.EPA Repor tW e n d y T h o m i gave E P A ' s r e p o r t .Sile Cleanup.1)- EPA is b e g i n n i n gm o b i l i z a t i o n , inven tory , and decon-t a m i n a t i o n a t t h e s c r e e n i n g p l a n ts i t e . The P a r k e r s have been re lo-ca t ed and are p a r t i c i p a t i n g in th es i t e c l e a n u p . D e m o l i t i o n i s s ched-u l ed to begin on J u n e 26. EPA hasr e j e c t e d W.R. G r a c e ' s work p l a nfor t h e e x p o r t s i t e . W.R. Grace ha su n t i l J u n e 2 8 t o r e s p o n d t o E P A ' scomment s and t o r e s u b m i t th ework p l a n . If W.R. Grace does no t

submi t an a c c e p t a b l e work p l a n byt h a t date . EPA may proceed w i t hc l e a n u p a n d b i l l t h e company. C o p -ies of the W.R. Grace work p l a na n d E P A ' s comment s a r e a v a i l a b l eat the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t e r inLibby. Sampling Resn/lsEPA has begun m a i l i n g the r e s u l t so f t h e d u s t a n d i n d o o r a i r s a m p l i n gof the 85 homes c o n d u c t e d t h i sp a s t M a r c h a n d A p r i l . E P A h o p e st o u n a l y / e t h e i n s u l a t i o n and soi ls a m p l e s wi th s canning e l e c t ron mi-cro s copy or i n f r a r e d mi cro s c opy.T h e t e c h n i q u e f o r m e r l y u sed, p o -l a r i / e d l i g h t m i c ro s c opy , h a s beend i s c o n t i n u e d . T h e c h a n c e i n ana-K t i c a l t e c h n i q u e w i l l d e l a y r epor t-i n g t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e i n s u l a t i o n a n ds o i l s a m p l e s f o r t w o m o n t h s . T h ei n t e r v i e w s of the p e o p l e in 80 ofth e s a m p l e d homes and bu s ine s s e shave been c o m p l e t e d . EPA w i l lconvene a p u b l i c m e e t i n g onT h u r s d a y . July 18 a t 7 p.m. in theM e m o r i a l G y m t o d i s c u s s I h e d u s ta n d a m b i e n t a i r s a m p l i n g r e s u l t s .
Question from C ' . - i ( r memberH 'hone decision is it to changeanalytical technique.*, t/nd mix ritechange n problem for anyone inKPA?A n s w e r : C h r i s W e i s o f E P A make sthe d e c i s i o n t o move t o th e l a l e s lt e c h n o l o g y . No one in EPA has ap r o b l e m m a k i n g t h e c h a n g e . D o i n gso. however, require s w r i t i n g a newa n a l y t i c a l p r o t o c o l . Because t h ep r o t o c o l w o u l d a l f e c t w o r k a t o t h e rs i l e s a s w e l l a s l . i b b y . I - ' . P A mustp r o v i d e an o p p o r t u n i t y tor com-m e n t s o n t h e n e w p r o t o c o l . T h ep r o t o c o l d r a f t i n g a n d t h e need t oreceive and review comment s is thecause o l ' l h e t w o m o n t h d e l a y i n r e -p o r t i n g t h e i n s u l a t i o n a n d so i l sam-p l i n g r e s u l t s .
Question fram('.-l(t member1)1/1 the change in tiiin/ytiail tcch-niqiie mean t/uil <i»y homes nndbusinesses mnsi be re-sampled'A n s w e r : N o . T h e o r i g i n a l s a m p l e swere preserved so t h a t t h e y can be

s u b j e c t t o e l e c t r o n mi cro s c opy . Wew i l l , however, r e - s a m p l e i f t h e needarise s .
Medical Screening A t o t a l of2.382 p e o p l e have been s c h e d u l e df o r s c r e e n i n g . H o w e v e r , becauset h e s c r e e n i n g f a c i l i t i e s w i l l n o t b eready on J u n e 26 . s c r e e n i n g w i l ln o t b e g i n u n t i l J u l y 5 . T h i s d e l a yhas caused the r e s c h e d u l i n g of 389p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g 3 0 f r o m out-oi-s l a t e . F o u r t e e n o f t h e l a t t e r cannotbe r e s ch edu l ed and w i l l bescreened a t t h e h o s p i t a l b e l ' o r c I h enew- s c r e e n i n g f a c i l i t y i s opera-t i o n a l . T h e 3000 square f o o t b u i l d -i n g t o house I h e s c r e e n i n g h a s beend e l i v e r e d to the s i t e in t hr e e sec-t i o n s a n d i s b e i n g a s s e m b l e d . A n8" sewer l i n e has been l a i d to t h i sb u i l d i n g . T h e a l l e y a n d p a r k i n g l o tl o r t h i s b u i l d i n g h a s been p a v e d .A n o t h e r 9 0 0 square f o o t b u i l d i n gt h a t w i l l house P a t Cohen a n dBrad B l a c k a n d s l a l l ' o l ' l h e P r o m p tCare C l i n i c s h o u l d arrive o n J u n e2 3 . T e n l o c a l p e o p l e , i n c l u d i n g l o u ri n t e r v i e w e r s a n d s i x r e c e p t i o n i s ts c h e d u l e r s w i l l be hired l o c a l l yt h r o u g h I h e J o b S e r v i c e . A s o i ' . H i l v1 9 . t w o we ek s a f t e r t h e s c r e e n i n gb e g i n s , t h e 1 - X O O t e l e p h o n e num-ber w i l l be a n s w e r e d in l . i b b y . I heneed I ' o r anyone l i v i n g f o r a t l ea . s is ix m o n t h s in l . i b b y p r i o r to 1 990to be s creened has been or soonw i l l b e p u b l i c i / . e d i n t h e l o c a ln e w s p a p e r s . I l w i l l a l s o b e a n -nounced on K L C B r a d i o a s w e l l a st h e l . i h b v c a b l e T V c h a n n e l . U s e o fa Tree b i l l b o a r d i s a l s o b e i n gs o u g h l . P o s t e r s a r e b e i n g h u n gt h r o u g h o u t t h e t o w n a n d T r o y . V o l -u n t e e r s o r e needed t o h a n g t h ep o s t e r s in l o c a l churches .
Oueslion from audience member/)id the number of culls 10 sclieJ-nle screening increase after thepublicity- in she tieu's/itt/ier''
A n s w e r : Y e s
( A ( j member cnieMton / I < / s t h e
soil a! Ihe medical screeningsitmpled before the hni/J-

iitg > I V M < • / . - , / . - I / 'A n s u e i N ' i > 1 i e c a n s e I h e s i t e u . i
f b r i u e i K a | > . i i k n i r I n t . a n y c l u s lI h n t s c l l l n l i l i u m ; 1 o p e r a t i o n o ( l l i «
m i n e w a s | > i < i l i . i l i h d i s p e r s e d I o nago The s i i e i s now puved and ^H
n o l I K - ; i s o i m e o t e n n l a m i n a t e i !
d u s t
( ' . K i ' nh-tnlx'i • "iiiriieiii T h e i ,
scln'iliiliiiy »ill • Itniijse the miniher t>[ •,<•!,-i-miiy. mi some dit\ *from tit,- i^l,inn,-ti number oj -V '••1 0 X H I I / ) / / . - H , - tittup iliis lng/ii•>i n i / i i l ' t ' i i ,1/1 I ' , - ' i t unimodtileJ
s f f f t t i ' />>•»/>!•• / / / i n / ( • ( • / lniri'ic'ii.
(. '. \( i tiii'nt/'i-i • "mnn'til BniJHltick /r/><a I,-,/ ill,il /lie proloci,:for >i\iJin, »i,il /rw//n,' oj people n.
I h e / / f . v / / / / ^ i ,ii>'^nr\~. i.e. Citl-sciin-. mi,/In/! /inii^ funclion. is in,
di-rili-\i-l,'i">i.-ni l'\ I'.l'. 1 x Dr.
Mlllci <:n,i Inm^'ll OiKOJ'llie ./;/
fi('ll/l M W / r \ I N ,/'•< IfllUg MjlO/lt I ' 'iiicltiti,' h,-\i,i,-\ I I ' R . (h'ctce n ' f ^ / Ae r s tiiitl ih,-n / . / / / f / / / t ' . v / / ; t h e hiy.iirisk ( • < / / ( • ! . • . ' / f , ' *

scret'iimyA n s w c i A I M > K u i l l «2ct t h i s m i l s
bet" t o l t h e n e \ l m e e t i n g .

I | i t l a t r n i l t h e( ' x i n t n u n i M M e d i c a l T r u s l
R i c k l ' : i l . n - i p m v i d c d I h e u p d a t e
' f i l e I ' o i n n . i n u l v M e d i c a l T r u s l
t h e C A i i h a s i n u - i \ i c \ \ c d t h r e e l . rl i n n s t h a i m i : 1 h i p i o \ K | C a s s i s l . n i .
w i t h c s l ; i l i | r . l n n : - l l i e s t r t l c l l l l e : m , !p r o c e s s [ 0 1 . 1 h u s ! I h e t h r e e I n m
were t h e l ) i e i i i e h I a w F i r m l i o m
H e l e n a , l l n l l . n i > > a n d H a r t f r o mB i l l i n g v a u > l I h e I ) n n e y L a w I n ra l s o i n 1 l e l e n . i u i l h a n a s s o c i a t e nS a n l - r a i u i s ^ o I h e Doncy L ' l o i i ]
I l l c l l l d i n : ' 1 l a n k ( l o w l e y . A l a n
P a x n e . a i u l M i k e I X m a v a n wen- •l e c l e d a m i a s k e t ! t o come t o a I n
l u r e t ' . M i i m v i u i ; 1 t o d i s c u s s 1 1 1 .
I r u s l a m i | v i h . i | > s t h e role a m i [ " •
pose » l Ihe < A< i i t s e l f .

K o r e i S u l l i v a n
M r . P a l a i ' i m l i o d u c e d M r . R i v e iS u l l i v a n , a n a l l o i n e y f r o m K a h ' . p
who has been i n v o l v e d in p e r s o n >
n i i u r v a n d > h i s s - a c t i o n l a w s u i t - -a g a i n s t \V K < i i a c e over L i b b > '
b e s l o s i s s u e s A c c o r d i n g t o M i
S u l l i v a n a b o u t I ^ l ) 1 i b b y I ' a n i i h .
i ' . a v c l i l e i l p e l s o n a l i l l j u r v s i l l ' - .



a g c i i n s l W K i u.-ice. I he f i r s t ol
which \ \a s l l u ' S k r a m s l a d s u i l l i l c d
i n 1997. A b o i i l H m o l ' i h e s e s u i t sa r e F i l e d i n I i ! > h \ I > i s i n c i ( ' o u r i
a n d ? ( ) i n l e d c i a l c < > u i l i n I ' h i h u l e l -p h i a . n i i n n t 1 d i s c < i \ i . T A l » i i h e s c
cases. d o a i i m - M l - . u r i c ^ b l a m e d
t h a t d e u i o i i M i . - i l c d i l i a ! V V R . ' ' f a c e
knew t l i a l l l u - I i l i l w o i c c o i i l a i n e dasb c s l ov I l i a ! i l i c a s b e s t o s u a s a
d c a d h I C I M I I . a m i l h : i l W k . G r a c e
d i d l l o l d i s c l o s e t h e s e l a d s l o l l s
w o r k e r s M i X i i l l n a n X l i i I D ' S o n -
i 2 o i l U ' l c : ' a ! w m k h a s l o i n : - o a l s :
• < " ) b l a i m n : ' c> ' i i i p cn sahoM lor per-

s o n a l n i i u n a n d p r o p e r l y d a m -
a g C .

• l - . i i M i r i n ; 1 t h a t i h e s l a t e r e q u i r e s
a d e q u a t e c l e a n u p o f W K . C irace
s i t e s . i n c l u d i m - i h e e x p o r i .
s c r e c n m : ' . :nul m i n e l a i l m g s s ot h a i i i ' i o n e e l s e i s i n j u r e d a n d
l . i b b \ L - c l s a c l e a n h i l l o l ' h e a l t h .

• D e f e a t i n g s l a l e a i u l l e d e r a l I c g i s -
l u l u e c l l o r i s l o ; ' i \ e i c l i e f l o cor-
p o r a t i o n s l h a l c a u s e d a s b e s t o se o n l a i n i n a i i o n b \ s h i l l i n g c l ean-u p a n d m e d i c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s
t o t a x p a y e r s , ami:

« P u r s u m ' j c l a s s a c t i o n l a w s u i t s t o
ensure t h a t W . R . ( i r a e e I ' n n d sl o n i ? - l e r m m e d i c a l m o n i t o r i n ga n d " r e m e d i a t i o n o l ' h a / a r d o u sl e v e l s o i a s b e s t o s .

H i e c l a s s a c t i o n l a u s u i t s a r e p u n i -t n e d a m a g e a w u i d s t o t l i c l . i b h y
c o m m i n u t ' v r a l t i e r l h a n m d i \ ' i d u a l sl h a l c o u l d p r o M d e f u n d i n g l o a
c o m m u n i t y m e d i c a l I r u s t . M i . S u l -hvan s t a t e d l h a l t h i s l i n n i s s e e k i n ga l o e a l s o l u t i o n l o i h e a s b e s t o sp r o b l e m l h a l i s c o m p l e m e n t a r y t oo t h e r s su ch a s i h e C ' A C i t h a t i s
w o r k i n g U ' b e n c l i l t h e I . i h b y eom-

Question fllilll CAC, iJO// t h e r / i / . " iiciion MIIIS seek
money lor mcilutil nvtilnn'iii 01l!(\l /o/i\!-li.'i'rii inoiitioniiy,'*
A n s w e r : F u n d s t o r m e d i c a l t r e a t -ment s h o u l d b e s o u g h t t h r o u g h
p e r s o n a l m i u i \ case s , n o t c l a s s a c -t i o n s .

cause m e I cased U K u l e i u L - o l - ' t i l e r

cancers, but a s p e c i f i c m e d i c a l as-s e s s m e n t i s needed lor each i n d i -v i d u a l .
Question from CAG member—- hiaddition lo llie lani suits, when.dhoitl pursiinig mediation in'/A IV.R. Grace lo .fel up a communitymedical trust''Answer: M e d i a t i o n is r equ ir ed ' isp e r s o n a l i n j u r y l a w s u i t s . P a r t i c u -l a r l y a l i e r t h e d e f e a t o f t h e f e d e r a la s b e s t o s l e g i s l a t i o n . W.R. Gracemay seek s e t t l e m e n t s in the per-sonal i n j u r y and c la s s a c t i o n laws u i t s t i l e d a g a i n s t i t .
Question from C' .-IG meniber-ll'/iai is lite expected lime framelor completing the class action lawsuits tlnil might he used to fund ncommunity niedicti/ trust?A n s w e r . C o m p l e t i o n t i m e i s uncer-t a i n .
(JucxtiiHifroni f ' . - l f . i membertl'/ial ix l/ie stuiuie of/imitationfar filing suit?A n s w e r : O n e s h o u l d a l w a y s seekl e g a l c o u n c i l t o c o n s i d e r a n y i n d i -v i d u a l case. G e n e r a l l y , f or per sonali n j u r y eases i n v o l v i n g n e g l i g e n c e .t h e s t a t u t e o f l i m i t a t i o n i s t h r e eyears, and tor o t h e r cases twoyears.R e p o r t I ' r o m S t r e s s ResponseT c i u n. t a n S h u b c i t f r o m K P A a n d P a mT u c k e r f r o m A T S D K r e p o r t e d t h a tt h e y have c o n d u c t e d f o u r work-s h o p s a t t e n d e d by 2(1 to 25 p e o p l e .i n c l u d i n g c o u n s e l o r s , r e g i s t e r e dnurse s , and soc ia l w o r k e r s f r o mi.ibbv. K a l i s p e l l . anil H e l e n a .1 . i h b y c o m m u n i t y member s have
a l s o a t t e n d e d . Work s h o p p a r t i c i -p a n t s have e x p r e s s e d i n t e r e s t i n e s -t a b l i s h i n g a s u p p o r t s r o u p l o r peo-p l e a l V e c l c d by th e a sb e s t o s expo-sure. S t a l l ' f r o m A T S D R . I - I ' A . a n dS t . J o h n ' s 1 l o s p l i a ! a r e c o o p e r a t i n gt o e s t a b l i s h a g r o u p i n t w o t o t h r e ew e e k s . T h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o p a r t i c i -p a t e in the s u p p o r t g r o u p w i l l b ea d v e r t i s e d and a v o l u n l c e i g r o u pf a c i l i t a t o r w i l l b e s o u g h t . M s . S h u -bert and T u c k e r p l a n t o r e t u r n t ol . i b h y i n S e p t e m b e r t o c o n d u c twork shops for the general commu-n i t y
(Jiiualiiin from C.-l(i memberM'liy musi iliefaci/iltiior he « vol-unii.'1'r? Isn't fiuidiirji imiilnhle lo

pcfy this person"'A n s v v e r : A T S D R f u n d i n g i s a v a i l -a b l e o n l y f o r m e n t a l h e a l t h assess-m e n t s , n o t f o r t r e a t m e n t . A T S D Rand EPA have bra in s tormcd possi-b l e f u n d i n g sources. EPA w i l l seekf u n d i n g t h r o u g h t h e H e a l t h R e -source S e r v i c e - A g e n c y .
Question from ('ACi memberHlien will answers be provided loquestions asked last week hv Mi:Lee''Answer: C o m p l e t e a n s w e r s s h o u l dbe a v a i l a b l e e a r l y in .hih.
Question from CAG meniher
Has ATSDR funded counseling inthe past?
A n s w e r : N o . W e have h e l p e d w r i t egram r e q u e s t s .
Question from ( 'AC memberHas a c o m m u n i t y ever recoveredm e n t a l l y a n d e m o t i o n a l l y f r o m as i t u a t i o n s i m i l a r t o t h a t f a c e d i nl . i b b y VAnswer: T h e c o m m u n i t y i n v o l v e dw i t h T h r e e M i l e I s l a n d h a s beens t u d i e d a n d s t r e s s e i l ' e c t s were b e -ing measured s ix t o t en years a f t e r -ward. The end o f a c o m m u n i t y re-covery pro c e s s has not been docu-m e n t e d . C o m m u n i t i e s have n o tw a n t e d l o n g - t e r m p s y c h o l o g i c a lt e s t i n g f r o m t h e l ed e ra l govern-m e n t .
Question from C.-lCi member
Tl'/nrre is J.ihby in the recoveryprocess'A n s w e r : l . i b b > h a s most l i k e l v e x -p e r i e n c e d a p e a k and c o n t i n u e s a ta l e v e l o f c h r o n i c s t r e s s above nor-mal .
Question from C.K'r memberCould ATSDR establish <i psycho-
logical research component inl.ibhy''A n s w e r : T h e l e d e r a l O l f i c e o fM a n a g e m e n t a n d B u d g e t b l o c k sp s y c h o l o g i c a l r e s earch b y f e d e r a lagenc i e s We can s u p p l y the nameso f u n i v e r s i t y r e s ear ch er s i n t e r e s t e di n t h i s area. S t e p h e n C o n c h o fP c n n S t a l e U n i v e r s i t y i n o n e suchr e s e a r c h e r
Qnestion /roiu ('ACi member - Are
f>ninis available for the CAG''
A n s w e r : N o t f r o m E P A . I f t h e C A Gchose lo i n c o r p o r a t e as a non-p r o f i t , g r a n t s w o u l d h e a v a i l a b l e .

C o l l e e n M i t c h e l l . Ex e cu t i v e Direc-t or o f t h e M o n t a n a C h a p t e r o f t h eN a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n o f S o c i a lWorker s , has agreed to search forf u n d i n g to pay the s u p p o r t groupf a c i l i t a t o r .
Statement from audience mem-her— As the medical screeningsare completed, people will needimmediate mental and emotionalsupport. Money is needed for pro-fessional help.R e s p o n s e : S t . J o h n ' s H o s p i t a l c a nact as a r e f e rra l center for crises re-s p o n s e s .

W.R. Grace Responses toC A G Member Ques t ionsBecaus e o f t h e W.R. Grace s pok e s -p e r s o n was not in a t t e n d a n c e , theW . R . G r a c e r e s p o n s e s w i l l b e d e -f erred u n t i l the next meet ing.
Other A u d i e n c e and( ' A C ; M e n i h e r Di s cu s s i onJ o h n C o n s l a n d i s t r i b u t e d a chro-n o l o g y o f t h e S t a t e ' s invo lvementw i t h t h e I . i b b y a s b e s t o s p r o b l e m .T h e C A G agreed t o r e v i s i t o n a f u -ture m e e t i n g t w o t o p i c s , f u n d i n gf o r a f a c i l i t a t o r f o r t h e s t r e s s s up-p o r t g r o u p a n d p o s s i b l e C A G i n -c o r p o r a t i o n

N e x t M e e t i n gThe next m e e t i n g i s s c h e d u l e d f o rW e d n e s d a y . J u l y 1 2 . 2000 f r o m 7to 9 p.m. in the P o n d e r o s a Roomo f t h e I . i b b y C i t y H a l l . T h e C A Gr e q u e s t e d t i i a l I J r . K a r d o s . a repre-s e n t a t i v e o f th e W.R. Grace medi-c a l p l a n a d m i n i s t r a t o r . H e a l t h N e t -work o f A m e r i c a , b e i n v i t e d t o d i s -cuss t h e W . R . G r a c e m e d i c a l p l a nt h e J u l y 1 2 m e e t i n g . O t h e r a g e n d ai t e m s requested i n c l u d e d :
• M e m b e r s o f t h e Doney L a w l - ' i r mw i l l d i s c u s s f o r m a t i o n o f t h ec o m m u n i t y m e d i c a l t r u s t a n d t h er o l e a n d p u r p o s e o f t h e C A G :and
• ' f l i e W . R . Grace w r i t t e n r e -

sponse s to CAG member ques-t i o n s w i l l b e c o n s i d e r e d : and
• C o n t i n u e d d i s c u s s i o n o f f u n d i n g

f o r a f a c i l i t a t o r f o r t h e s t r e s s sup-por t g r o u p and p o s s i b l e CAG in-corporat ion.



Questions and Answers about
Asbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion

Q « I heard an interview with Dr. J a n e t t e S h e r m a n on the radio.
*Is it true that we s h o u l d n ' t get X-rays taken because this

increases our chances of g e t t ing cancer?
A 0 No. T h e s e medical tests are s tandard ho sp i ta l procedures and involve minimal risks. In

• f a c t , the amount of radiation from an X-ray is much le s s than the amount received each
year from natural sources such as f o o d , air and water. To be sa f e , everyone will be provided with
l ead s h i e l d i n g of the abdomen and pe lv i c regions during the chest X-rays.

As with any X-ray, pregnant women should po s tpone receiving chest x-rays. Arrangements
wi l l be made for the X-rays f o l l o w i n g their pregnancy. Women who are unsure if they are preg-
nant wi l l be o f f e r e d pregnancy t e s t ing.

A g a i n , we encourage everyone who l i v e d , worked or went to school in Libbv for at least 6
months prior to December 31, 1990, to par t i c ipa t e in the medical t e s t ing for asbestos-related dis-
ease. We now know that exposure to asbestos was not l i m i t e d to miners and their f a m i l i e s . In
f a c t , we know that toxic tremolite asbestos f i b e r s were released in great quantities to the out s ide
air. T h i s means that while the mine was operating, p e o p l e in the Libby community may have
been exposed to asbestos f i b er s at levels far greater than current recommended re s id en t ia l expo-
sure level s .

If you would l ike to make an appo in tment to be t e s t ed , p l e a s e cal l 1 -800-439-8308.

For more informat ion call: Wendy Thomi at 406-441-1150 ext. 241 or
Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 ext. 6601



Publicasbestos
"pin o t i f i e d o f pastexposure in Libby

As part of the federal g o v e r n m e n t ' s
investigation of asbestos contamination in
Libby, the Agency for Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry (ATSDR) is o f f e r i n g
a free, voluntary medical tes t ing program
funded by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. The medical tests include
a set of x-rays, a lung-funct ion test and a
medical interview. The test will help as-
sess a person's past exposure to asbestos
in Libby from the formef W.R Grace ver-
miculite mine.

Some peop l e may think diey don' t
need to participate in the medical te s t ing

because neither they nor their f a m i l y
members worked at the Libby mine. Be-
cause of this impression, EPA is i s su ing
this p u b l i c notice of pas t asbestos expo-
sure to alert the p u b l i c that exposure to
asbestos was not limited to mine workers.

When the mine was operat ing, huge
quantities of toxic tremol i t e asbestos fi-
bers were released to the outside air.
These releases occurred during the min-
ing-milling-processing of the vermiculite
mined near Libby. T h i s means that while
the mine was operating, peopl e in the
Libby community may have been exposed

to asbestos f i b er s far greater tlian current
recommended residential exposures.

Everyone who lived in Libby may
have been exposed, even those peopl e
who didn't work at the mine. Anyone
who was in Libby for more than six
months before Dec. 31, 1990, is encour-
aged to part i c ipate in the medical t e s t ing.
Cal l 1-800-439-8308 for an appointment.

For more information, call the
ATSDR o f f i c e at (406) 293-7781 x279 or
the EPA Informat ion Center at (406) 293-
6194.



P u b l i c N o t i f i c a t i o nof Past Asbe s t o s E x p o s u r e in L i b b y
Pleas e " S a y ' Y E S ' t o t h e T e s t ! "

As you have heard, th e Agency f o r T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and Disease R e g i s t r y (ATSDR) i s o f f e r ing a f r e e .
v o l u n t a r y M e d i c a l T e s t i n g program ( f u n d e d by ERA). The medica l t e s t s ( s e t o f x-rays and a l u n g f u n c t i o n
t e s t) and medical interview will h e l p assess people's past exposure to asbestos in Libby. A per son may have
been exposed, regardles s of whether he, she, or a f a m i l y member worked at the Libby mine.

Anyone who was in Libbv for more than 6 months be fore 1 2 / 3 1 / 9 0 is encouraged to p a r t i c i p a t e in the
medical testing. Please call 1-800-439-8308 for an a p p o i n t m e n t . For more i n f o r m a t i o n , p l ea s e ca l l the
ATSDR o f f i c e at (406) 293-7781 x279 or the ERA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at (406) 293-6194.

Some people may t h i n k they don't need to p a r t i c i p a t e in the medical t e s t ing because neither they nor the ir
f a m i l y members worked at the L i b b y mine. Because of t h i s impre s s i on , ERA is i s s u i n g t h i s p u b l i c notice of
past asbestos exposure to alert the p u b l i c that exposure to asbestos was not l i m i t e d to mine workers.

In feet we know that toxic t r e m o l i t e asbestos f i b e r s were released in great q u a n t i t i e s to the ou t s id e air.
These releases occurred d u r i n g the m i n i n g - m i l l i n g - p r o c e s s i n g of the vermicul i te mined near Libby. T h i s
means that wtate the mine was operating, p e o p l e in the Libbv community may have been exposed to asbes-
tos f iber s far greater than current recommended re s id en t ia l exposures.



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers about

A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o nQ • My home was s a m p l e d for a s b e s t o s t h i s S p r i n g .
* W h e n w i l l I receive the s a m p l i n g r e s u l t s ?

A t EPA sampled 90 homes and several businesses in the Libby area in March and A p r i l . In addi-
ction, we took sample s at the former screening plant and former expanding plant . We expected

to have these results in mid-May but unfortunate ly, analyzing these hundreds of sample s took longer
than we anticipated.

The indoor air and dust results are now back and on F r i d a y , J u n e 16,2000 EPA mailed let ters to
all res idents whose homes were sampled this Spr ing . We should be sending out preliminary insulation
results shortly. If you haven't received your le t t er or if you have questions about the results, p l ea s e let
us know.

EPA p l a n s to host a pub l i c meeting in July to discuss these results and our on-going cleanup activi-
ties in Libby.

Correc t ion: In last w e e k ' s Q&A we neglected to mention that another, important way to learn
about E P A : s on-going activities in Libby is to l i s t e n to the radio upda t e s on K L C B (1230 AM) and
KTNY ( 1 0 1 / 7 FM). We apologize f o r this oversight!
For more i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l : W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1150 ext. 241 or

Diana H a m m e r at 1-800-227-8917 ext. 6601



A S K £PAH
Questions and Answers about

A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i onQA:
• How can I keep up on wha t ' s h a p p e n i n g wi th
*the L i b b y asbes to s i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?
EPA has arranged j for a variety of ways for p e o p l e to get information about

what we are doing in Libby with regards to the asbestos investigation.

1 We have set up an I n f o r m a t i o n center in Libby at 501 Mineral Ave. At the center
you can pick up printed technical information about asbestos; EPA's sampling pro-
gram; s a m p l i n g r e su l t s ; medical t e s t ing arid a variety of other things. EPA s t a f f a r e
o f t e n avai lable to t a l k to you about questions or concerns you may have. The Cen-
ter is open M, W, Th, F from 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and on T u e s d a y s frorri noon? ,

£ ~ : ~ Bntit.8;.OQ^;m. T h e ph6nenumber i s 293-6194. Please s t o p byany time. . ^ * ' • ' ' " '
2 EPA maintains a web site that contains much more information about EPA s ac-

t ivities in Libby. Please visit the site at www.epa.gov/region08. Click on Super fund
and then Libby Montana Asbestos Response. . •-

3 EPA print s f r equen t ly asked Questions and Answers weekly in the Western News
( W e d n e s d a y edi t ion), Montanian and Tobacco V a l l e y News. Please watch for
them. . :. \.

4 EPA occas ionally mails fac t sheets to all those p e o p l e who are on our mailing list.
Please call the I n f o r m a t i o n Center if you would like to be added to or taken off the
mailing l i s t , or if your address has changed.

5 A Libby Community Advisory Group meets each 2nd and 4th Thursday of the
month. Meetings are held in the Ponderosa Room at City Hall from 7:00 p.m. to i
9:00 p.m. and are open to the public. Please see a separate ad in this w e e k ' s paper
for a current list of the Community Advisory Group Members. Member can take
your questions and concerns to the meetings.

6 Please f e e l f r e e to call EPA s t a f f d ir e c t ly with your questions. For more informa-
tion or for s t a f f phone numbers contact Community Involvement Coordinators:
W e n d y Tnomi, 406-441-1150 X241 / thomi.wendy@epa.gov or Diana Hammer, ;1-800-227-8917 X6601 / hammer.diana@epa.gov .



EPA regional head
to visit L i b b y

Community "svmv.v assesxnu-nt" to begin
Or*tinr» / - ? i V r t ^ * « _ _ r r - i ^ i ., . ^The acting direclor of EPA R e g i o n xwill be in Libby this week lo inccl w i t hcommunity leaders a n d m e d i c a l s t a l l ' t oassess t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s o n g o i n g i n v c s t i -1 gat ion o f asbestos c o n t a m i n a t i o n in (l i eLibby area.

Rebecca Hanmer, who oversees 1 \l >Aact ivi t ie s in several western s t a l e s i n c l u d -ing Montana, will arrive in L i b b yWednesday night June 1 4 . said E P A ' scommunity involvement c o o r d i n a t o rWend}' Thomi
"Rebecca Hanmer ... wi l l be heremuch of the day on Thursday [June 151.She would like to meet with elec ted offi-cials, [Community A d v i s o r y G r o u p |members, hospital medical staff andother federal agencies that are in town."Thomi said June 8 at the C o m m u n i t yAdvisory Group meeting at Libbv CityH a l l .

T l i n m i M i d l l a m n e r ' s i t in erary willi n c l u d e I m i d i u i t l i a s m a l l group o f com-munm meink-rs f r o m a p p r o x i m a t e l yl l : 3 u i n I , - i i i h e H P A I n f o r m a t i o n Centera t 5 0 1 M i n e r a l A \ e
" S h e I I I v l i i - r e m i n i I h c a f t e rnoonwhen s in- ha s t o l e a v e l o catch a f l i g h t . "T h o n n s a u l
Am om- uho u o u t d l i k e lo meet withH a n i i i e i s h o u l d e a l l ( l i e I n f o n n a t i o n C e n -t e r . 2 l > ; - < > I ' ' - I l o r - h e r c o m p l e t e schedule.T l n u m a l s o said t h a i t w o stress man-a g c m e i i i s [ v c i a l i s t s arc coining to Libbyt o assess i h e t o w n ' s "mental health" i nthe \\ake of .-i sbcs los exposure that hasl e f l m a m r e s i d e n t s i l l w i l l u i s b c s t o s -r e l a t e d e n n d i i i o n . s .

J a n S l n i b e r i f r o m E P A a n d P a mT u c k e r f r o m t h e A g e n c y f o r T o x i c S u b -s tance s and D i s e a s e R e g i s t r y u i l i b e in
( s e e K I ' A o n page 8 )

EPA___ ( f r o m page 1)
Libby for 11 days, June 13-24."They are going to be workingwith the community and local so-cial workers and counselors anddoing a community' needs assess-ment of what the mental healthneeds might be in the commu-nity," Thomi said.Shubert and Tucker would as-sess the need for counselingamong persons who are sick withasbestos-related conditions, andfor their f a m i l y members who aredea l ing with terminal i l lne s s .

A s b e s t o s in t erv i ews c o n t i n u i n g
Libby .area re s ident s whose homeswere tested for t r e m o l i t e asbestos wi l l bevoluntarily interviewed t h i s week andnext by r epr e s en ta t i v e s of the U.S. Envi-ronmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency as pan oft h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s ongo ing i n v e s t i g a t i o nof asbestos c o n t a m i n a t i o n in the Libby'area.Diana Hammer and W c n d y T h o m i .community' invo lv ement c o o r d i n a t o r swith E P A . w i l l c onduc t I h e i n t e r v i e w s ." W e ' r e d o i n g i n t e r v i e w s w i l h a l l t h ep e o p l e who have had t h e i r homes sam-p l e d , unless f or whatever reason t h e yd o n ' t want t o d o that," T h o m i said J u n eX at the Community A d v i s o r y G r o u pm e e t i n g at Libby C i t y Hall PonderosaRoom.Thoiru said the interviews will h e lp

EPA understand the ex t ent o f p o t e n t i a lexposure to toxic t r e m o i i t c a s b e s t o s ,which was a waste by-prodnct oft l ie \ er-m i c u l i t e mine t h a t operated near I . i h l nfor nearly 70 years. The mine was o p e r -ated f r o m 1963 t o 1990 b y W R ( I race &Co. "A lot of q u e s t i o n s we ask are a l x i u iexpo sure and the mine and v c r m i c i i h t e .
a n d \ \ c c o n p l e t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n u i l h t h ed a t a w e ' v e g o t t e n 1 ' r o m I h e e n \ i ron-
m e n t a l s a m p l i n g , a n d i l g i v e s u s a b e l t c rp i c t u r e o f what t h e i r e.\|)osiire m a y have
been." T l i n m i sa idI l a n n u e i i s in 1 . i b l n t i n s weekt h r o u g h I ' Y i d a y T l i o m i \ \ i l l c o n d u c t i n -t e rv i ew s al l next week. T h e y can bereached at the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center-at 293-6194.



4

A S K E P A ! !
Quest ions and Answers about

A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q e I read that an EPA s t u d y at the W.R. Grace v ermicu l i t e mine in the

*mid-80s showed "dea th p r o j e c t i o n s " of a l m o s t 100% for miners there. Is
t h i s true? Why was th e p u b l i c no t t o l d t h i s a l o n g t ime ago?
A: S u g g e s t i o n s in recent press stories that r l985 EPA report stated that 1 00 percent of Libby min-
ers could die from asbestos-related disease are i n a c c u r a t e ' . No such risk calculations or death projec-
tions were included in the EPA repeat Evaluations concerning asbestos-related health e f f e c t s
among Libby mine workers were performed in the early 1980s by researchers from the National In-
s t i tu t e for Occupational Safety and H e a l t h (N10SH) and M c G i l l University. For 575 workers em-
ployed be fore 1970 (NIOSH) and 406 workers employed before 1963 (McGill) the studies found
s i g n i f i c a n t l y increased risks for asbestos-related lung cancer and non-malignant respiratory disease
(i.e. asbes tos i s). The s e s tudies also found that a substantial percentage of workers already.had as-
be s t o s-re la t ed x-ray abnormali t ie s .

Never th e l e s s , in retrospect; EPA could have done more to f o l l o w up on the p o s s i b i l i t y that non-
workers were being exposed to unsafe l eve l s of asbestos. We cannot change that. Last November
we learned through news stories of asbestos-related deaths and disease among Libby p e o p l e who
had not worked in the industry. That meant exposures were not limited to the worker populat ion
and the broader community could be at risk.. EPA immediately mounted an emergency response
and had p e o p l e on the ground in Libby within 3 days.

EPA has taken more than 1,000 sample s in homes and businesses in the Libby area, installed air
monitors in town and at the mine. Cleanups are about to begin at two former vermiculite processing
f a c i l i t i e s . A mul t i -mi l l i on d o l l a r community medical t e s t ing program starts later this month. The
Libby community is actively involved.

For more informat ion call W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1150 ext. 241
or Diana Hammer at 1-800-227-8917 ext. 6601
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P I N I O N !
The.Locally Owned Montanian

' i 'he l e t t e r s to the ed i t or section i s an open pub l i c forum. We will pub l i sh al l letteif r e e of charge, as space and t imelines s allows. All le t ters must include a name, ad<writer can be, reached day or night. We will publi sh writer's name and address,s p e c i f i c a l l y requested to do so. Unsigned l e t t er s are never published. All unsolicThe Montanian and are subjec t to ed i t ing for s p e l l i n g , grammar, clarity and lengithose of the writer, not The Montanian. Send letters to: . 'EDITOR, THE MONTANIAN, P.O. Box 946, LIBBV, MT 59923. emai

Government needs to come through for Libby
(The f o l l o w i n g statement was de-livered to Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., dur ing jh i s visit to Libby onMay 31)Good morning, Mr. Baucus. Itis good to see you again. The 1985EPA study states: I quote,"Virtually all of the mineral depos-its are in rugged country, removedfrom heavily populated areas." Thewords, removed from significantpopulations, would have beenmore appropriate. That's what wewere, an insignificant population.Max, Libby, Mont., has beendumped on. I use the term"dumped, on" broadly. We havebeen subjected to toxic po l lu t ionlevels, for decades, at least 15 ,times higher than is allowed in theoccupational setting.. Where did we go wrong? Welived here and we trusted our gov-ernments and our industry. Wetrusted that our governmentswould not allow something likethis to happen to us.Max, I take it you are a man oflu's word. At the cold Senate hear-ing in February, you said you'd beback and here you are. Thank you,and thank you for the e f f o r t syou've made on our behalf.A quick update goes like this:We know more about this issuethan we did in February, our econ-omy is worse than ever, and we arestill laced with the uncertainty of

how we're going to get throughthis. We were left with the impres-sion in February that, don't worry,your government will he lp you getthrough this. W e l l ; we 're still try-ing to deal with W.R. Grace, as towhich segment of this populat iongets dumped on some more.Max, our f l a g is f l y i n g upsidedown, we are a populat ion in dis-tress. We had f a i t h in Bill Yel low-tail, he's gone and we want himback. Our uncertainty grows.We are faced with disease, ourimmune systems have been com-promised, and we have no cure yetfor cancers. . .T h i s exposed populat ion shouldnot have to deal with W.R. Gracefor health care coverage. It is insultupon insult-Max, we saw you on C-SPANrecently, you used words like:"Make this country do what'sright." "You'r e th e boss, we ' r e th eemployees." "Give us our march-ing orders."These are strong Americanwords, words that ref lect the idealsof American patriots throughoutour history. Max, your words en-courage us and give us hope. Any-way, here are your marching or-ders:1. The people of this populationneed medical coverage. Full medi-cal coverage. Coverage that is goodwhere we choose to seek medical

care. This medical coverage needsto be provided by the federal gov-ernment, and if the peop l e ofAmerica wish for die f und ing to bereimbursed from W.R. Grace, then •so be it. T h i s should not be ourf i g h t alone. T h i s could have hap-pened anywhere in America, andwe, need support from America.2. We need economic support.We need help to get us throughthis. Jobs and economic relief.3. For those who can no longercompete in the work force, there isa need for long term and immedi-ate assistance. These people had nochoice and need compensation.4. T h i s exposed populat ion thatsmokes tobacco is at risk of devel-oping lung cancer, 70-80 timesgreater than a population that hasnot been exposed to asbestos. Weneed to be provided with the medi-cines to help us quit smoking.5. The medical screening thatthe Agency of Toxic Substancesand Disease Registry is providingis a temporary tiling. T h i s popula-tion and the people who once livedhere need ongoing medical screen-ing. Funds need to be provided toget all those people back here.6. This population needs a labo-ratory set up here to monitor ourenvironment. A lab with an opticalmicroscope and an electron micro-scope. Thi s lab would be for theuse of residents who wish to be

trained to do private monitoringfor Libby. A non-government labo-ratory.7. Research needs: We live in atime that the cure for cancers maybe jus t around the comer. Tlu'spopulat ion may or may not havebeen exposed heavily enough toproduce the lung f iber burden dis-ease known as "asbestosis." But,we undoubtedly have been exposedenough to produce greatly in-creased risk of cancers. The re-search that lias been done on as-bestos health a f f e c t s is, at best, in-complete. Our hope to live throughthis lies in research. We desper-ately need the research.. These are our immediate needsan are being presented, for the timebeing, as requests. T h i s populat ionexpects fa ir treatment in t l i i s mat-ter, for the f ir s t time in 60 years.Max, as you pursue our needs,remember this, our ignorance andtrust were used against us. It seemswe were sold out by our govern-ments and we would have no list ofneeds if our governments had beenthere for the people.And know this, no amount ofcompensation can bring our lovedones back, or replace the years oflife that will be lost here in thispopulation.Max, make this country, thisgovernment do what's right. Godspeed and thank you!
Clinton Maynard, Libby



.Recently, o f f i c i a l s from the EnvironmentalProtection Agency have portrayed Grace as slow-ing clean up e f f o r t s at the former screening planton Highway 37 by denying them access to the. 'vn^w/cl<?Sf&an;|:|^l^
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Before Kootenai Development Company(KDC) can give EPA access to the mine, it is im-portant to know if these horticultural chemicalstaint the soil So fer, thQ E^^hasvnpt;^!!!, MS 'what they know, or even whether they know,abxjut any chemical contamination there. The realtf the soil is cpntajJRjnated, those'i^|i|i|C^ii..^bir''-yyay-|ntp local waters.that is: the last thing apyone wants.issue assumes that EPA has access; Reeause Grace has been ^barred f roml screeniiig ; plant, EPA contractors willepir tani i i ja t ed dirt from the plant. Weor Grace will be sued if a work-, : < ^ , \ ' ( ! ^ f p r b i d . i d(ies in an aeci-w r l c s i t l t we don't control. We be-

' . . ' . : . • , . . - v."5 ^(f<!;;;v&ft^$^.,':$-fi%i.3!KUTts!rWj>in last w e e k ' s editorial would have been resolv<if Grace had been given responsibility for thats i t e . ' - \^-:E / PA';^ec id j ed; , t o^r(B|us6 i > pur |^sp^nd?t^xpay,er ;idol,la|s:in|teid;.|8 :a i
be f o u i c l atthe

;I succeisrullythat site,bestos^ is passing fhip'there Continues, andend..' ; "'We have acleanup at me former screening f plaeverybody involved. T h o u j g h : we t oa 'yegotiate these ' "' ' ' •• • f '
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A S K; ^ ; Questioned A
:'•''''''. ' • '-'''- - ' .' ' ^^i^-'':--^^4-:^0^!^->^''^'''~' 'Q: I put my name on the lK|at§Mve my home sam

Will E P A e v e r s a m p l e i f t
^ A: When EPA asked the residents of;I3bby*o: ;<vj||u(^received a larger number of volunteers

100 volunteers whose homes were not sai
EPA's ob j e c t i v e remains to sample enough homes in Libby to draw conclusions about homeownerexposure to asbestos throughout the town. .
EPA is planning the second phase of sampling. Sampler s will use a d i f f e r e n t method of s a m p l i n gand EPA must have a comparison with the f irst type of sampling done. There fore , much of thesampling will be done at previously sampled homes.

: The f ir s t phase of sampl ing was done in two rounds. The f ir s t round, in December 1999, in c ludeda variety of homes. S a m p l e r s looked primarily at homes with vermiculite insulation, but homeswith no known vermiculite were also sampled for comparison. ^; :
During the second round in March and April 2000, EPA focused on homes where former miners ortheir fami l i e s lived. S a m p l e s were also taken from homes in geographic areas of Libby that werepreviously missed or homes that are in close proximity to the former processing plants.
EPA may not sample all the re s ident s ' homes who volunteered. S h o u l d EPA dec ide to sample newhomes, those who volunteered will be given f irs t consideration.-
For more information call: Wendy Thomi at 406-441-1150 ext 241.



Three-day
asbes tosSeminar set
S e p t 21-23
: A threes-day conference ond e a l i n g with asbestos is beingheld in Libby through Saturdaya t t h e V F W ' h a l l .i Area r e s i d e n t s are be ingurged to attend the various ses-sions, which cover t op i c s f r o ml iv ing with asbestos-related i l l -ness and h e l p i n g children copewith grief and loss.• The f r e e conference, is sched-uled for 9 a.mY to; 9 p.m. onT h u r s d a y , 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.on F r i d a y and 9 a.m. to 6:30p.m. on Saturday.Seventeen presentations andf i v e workshops are s cheduled.Two of the workshops will be"b f f e r ed more than once.1 "Asbestos and Loss: Towardan Understanding of the Griev-ing Process" will be presentedby social worker Ann Martin:and counselor K i m Lee. I t ' salso the heading of a one-hourworkshop they' l l b e o f f e r i n g ont H r e e occasions.Dr. Michael S p e n c e , Montana' " c H i e f .medical o f f i c e r , a n d E P Amedical coordinator Dr. A u b r e y 'M i l l e r will exp la in asbestos-re-lat ed i l lne s s e s and their generalhealth e f f e c t s . A representative* of the city and county health or-ganizations will c l a r i f y the roles^nd responsibilities^ of . f e d e r a l ,state and local agencies.,_,.; Environmental and health of-f i c i a l s will answer questions1 about long-term health care, andf our Libby residents will talk-about l iving with asbestos-relat-

v ed . i l lne s s .

The medical a spec t s of l iv ingi w j t h the i l l n e s s wil l be probedb£ Pat Cohan, clinical coordina-tor! f o r t h e S t . J o h n ' s Center f o rA ' s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d Disease inL i b b y , and L i n c o l n County"Heal th O f f i c e r Brad Black.- .They'll be j o i n e d by Maria" _Teran-MacIver, health commu-nications spec ia l i s t for the f e d -eral Agency for Toxic • Sub-' s tances and Disease Registry.Qther presentation top i c s willoccupational vs. non-ional exposure to as-oii;, e n y i r ' d n m e n t e l samplingr e i f l t t e ^ ^ L f t b ^ f!ana-^s-ir f f o i rma t i o r i 1 1 Ib^2 theher.- •; ;shops will inc lude dis-" c u j f ' d n s o n stress management,now to h e l p children cope with. '^grie f and los s and quit t ing-smoking — a habit which"heightens the risk of an as-"bestds-exposed smoker ge t t ing' l u n g cancer.
C o m p l e t e agendas f o r t h e^conference are avai lable at the,EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at thecorner of Fifth S t r e e t and Min-Avenue in Libby.
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Community consultants
The l a s t t h i n g the c o m m u n i t y needs i s another c o m m i t t e e t o deal w i th the a s b e s t o s
p r o b l e m s as p r o p o s e d by the c o m m u n i t y a d v i s o r y group.
W h a t we do need is l e a d e r s h i p f r o m the c i t y council and the c o u n t y c ommi s s i oner s .
The c o m m i s s i o n e r s p r e s e n t e d a p r o p o s a l f or a 9-member a d v i s o r y board tha t w o u l d e x i s t
somewhere between the CAG and the county commiss ioners . The p r o p o s a l c a l l s the board
an a d v i s o r y c o m m i t t e e to the county commis s ioners . The c ommi s s i oner s made the
p r e s e n t a t i o n on request o f the CAG.
It i s sa id by CAG members t h a t the 9-person a d v i s o r y board i s needed to pur su e f o u r g o a l s
a p p r o v e d by the c i t i z e n s ' g roup . T h o s e g o a l s are a m e d i c a l t r u s t , l o n g - t e r m m o n i t o r i n g and
medi ca l care; c l e a n u p of all c on taminat ed areas, and an a n a l y s i s of the damage to the
economy r e s u l t i n g f r o m c o n t a m i n a t e d areas a n d t h e p u b l i c i t y o f L i b b y ' s woes a n d t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t o f a p l a n t o r e s tore i t ' s r e p u t a t i o n .
T h i s 9-member a d v i s o r y board w i l l p r o b a b l y meet for several m o n t h s and come to the
c o n c l u s i o n that t h e needed e x p e r t i s e e x i s t s o u t s i d e t h e c o m m u n i t y .
The h o s p i t a l has been in contact wi th a f i r m in B i l l i n g s who c o u l d create the f r a m e w o r k
for a medi ca l trust and p r o v i d e a c ommuni ty a d v i s o r on the t e c h n i c a l a s p e c t s of
c o n t a m i n a t i o n . For no, we are r e l y i n g on repor t s f r o m the E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n
A g e n c y and, to some e x t e n t , W.R. Grace. T h e r e i s a u n d e r s t a n d a b l e r e l u c t a n c e to c o n s i d e r
G r a c e ' s adv i s e . B u t what about t h e E P A ?
L e f t to t h e i r own device s and m e t h o d s , the EPA w i l l c lean the r e m a i n i n g hot s p o t s and
t h en some. I t ' s t h e "then some" that h a s l e f t many c o m m u n i t i e s a t o d d s w i t h t h e
government agency d u r i n g s u p e r f u n d c l e a n u p s . T h e a d v i c e heard f r o m many c o m m u n i t i e s
d e a l i n g w i t h the EPA is not to trus t them and hire our own a d v i s o r s .
A c o n s u l t a n t c o u l d t e l l u s i f t h e c l e a n u p i s b e i n g done p r o p e r l y a n d what i s a n d i s n ' t
n e eded . T h e y c o u l d t e l l s u s w h a t ' s i n o u r best i n t e r e s t s e n a b l i n g u s t o d ea l w i t h t h e E P A
and Grace f r o m a p o i n t o f s t r e n g t h i n s t e a d o f ignorance .
CAG has a l r e a d y p a s s e d a m o t i o n a s k i n g the EPA to f u n d h i r i n g a f i r m to a n a l y z e th e
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d a m a g e s done t o t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s economy a n d r e p u t a t i o n . T h i s i s n ' t f a r o f f t h e mark: T h e
s u p e r f u n d law p r o v i d e s f or grant s f or t echnical a s s i s t a n c e t o c ommuni t i e s .
M a n y e n v i r o n m e n t a l l a w f i r m s come with t e c h n i c a l c o n s u l t a n t s . I f t h ey d o n ' t , th ey know
j u s t the per son to hire.
We are g o i n g to have to d e p e n d on government agenc i e s for some t h i n g s . But there are
some t h i n g s we need to con tro l b e t t e r than we are d o i n g .
CAG is an a d v i s o r y g r o u p to the E P A . How much do we r e a l l y know and u n d e r s t a n d to
a d v i s e them? A c t u a l l y the EPA is t e l l i n g u s what they are d o i n g and o c c a s i o n a l l y a s k i n g
f o r i n p u t . Y e s , t h ey a r e open f o r p u b l i c comment.
Do we know for a f a c t tha t the best i n t e r e s t s of the c o m m u n i t y are b e i n g r epr e s en t ed?
The c o u n t y c o m m i s s i o n e r s and the c i t y c o u n c i l , both of whom are r epre s en t ed on C A G ,
need to meet and reach some sort of common agreement to work t o g e t h e r to secure o u t s i d e
c o n s u l t a n t s t o r e p r e s e n t t h e c ommuni ty .
In A n a c o n d a , the c ommuni ty secured a technical a s s i s tance grant and formed the
A r r o w h e a d C o r p . to receive the money and hire the needed e x p e r t i s e . T h e y f o u n d such
p e o p l e w i t h i n t h e i r o w n c o m m u n i t y a n d hired o u t s i d e h e l p , i n c l u d i n g g r a d u a t e s t u d e n t s
f r o m M o n t a n a T e c h in B u t t e . O v e r a l l , A n a c o n d a ha s had a good w o r k i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p wi th
t h e E P A a n d o ther government agencie s i n v o l v e d i n t h e i r c l e a n u p . B u t t h ey d i d n ' t a l w a y s
agree.
Our p r o b l e m is far more c o m p l e x . In A n a c o n d a th ey have ground that i s dead but here in
L i b b y we have p e o p l e who are dead or d y i n g .
D o n ' t g e t m e wrong: I ' m n o t t r y i n g t o send a n a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t message. T h i s c o m m u n i t y
i s f a c i n g t r e m e n d o u s l y d i f f i c u l t d e c i s i o n s r e g a r d i n g h i g h l y c o m p l e x t e c h n i c a l , m e d i c a l a n d
f i n a n c i a l i s sue s . T h u s far we have a b d i c a t e d the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g to f e d e r a l agencie s and
W.R. Grace. — Roger Morris

Please open the site
S i n c e n o b o d y want s to a sk W.R. Grace in a s i m p l e manner, I w i l l .
W i l l y o u p l e a s e c l ean u p t h e c o n t a m i n a t e d areas o f your m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n s that y o u d i d n ' t
c l e a n up 8-10 years ago.
W i l l y o u p l e a s e a l l o w t h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y t o d i s p o s e o f c o n t a m i n a t e d
m a t e r i a l s at the o ld mine s i t e . Remember these c o n t a m i n a t e d m a t e r i a l s come f r o m your
f o r m e r p r o p e r t i e s as a r e s u l t o f your b u s i n e s s a c t i v i t i e s .
I n o th er w o r d s , t h i s i s your r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , d e c i s i o n s are b e i n g made at W.R. Grace by l a w y e r s and not bu s ine s s
managers or engineers.
I f Grace c o n t i n u e s t o d e l a y c l e a n u p e f f o r t s , t h ey a r e n o t o n l y a d d i n g t o a g r o w i n g n e g a t i v e
p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s l e g a c y bu t th ey ar e p o t e n t i a l l y e x p o s i n g more members o f t h i s c ommuni ty
t o l e t h a l a s b e s t o s - l a d e n v e r m i c u l i t e .
Grace had a great o p p o r t u n i t y to create an image of c o o p e r a t i o n and concern for the L i b b y
c o m m u n i t y . I n s t e a d , h e a d l i n e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e country have d e p i c t e d Grace a s d r a g g i n g
t h e i r c o rpora t e f e e t i n t h e ear ly s t a g e s o f L i b b y c l e a n u p e f f o r t s .
I have a f e e l i n g w e ' r e about t o enter a n e w s tage i n c l e a n u p e f f o r t s . I t ' s a common o n e
where t h e E P A i s i n v o l v e d . I t ' s c a l l e d p a i n t t h e f e d e r a l agency a s a h e a v y - h a n d e d ,
j a c k - b o o t e d t h u g o f a n o r g a n i z a t i o n . U n d e r some c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t f i t s b u t d o n ' t f o r g e t , t h e
EPA i s th e l ead g o v e r n m e n t a l agency f or env i ronmenta l c l e a n u p .
A t t h i s p o i n t , I d o n ' t care. W e need t h e c l e a n u p t o b e a c c o m p l i s h e d b e f o r e t h e e n d o f t h e
year, not the end of next year or the year af t er . Grace d r o p p e d the b a l l in the early 90s and
now t h e y need to carry the l o a d .
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Asbes t o s victims share concerns,
f ear s , anger

By Ray S t o u t , Western News Reporter S t f r i - . A^ zooo
Facing the audience, Robbin Redinan took the microphone to speak aboutliving with asbestos-related disease.
She was bom in K a l i s p e l l in 1955, she said. Her fami ly moved to Libby twoyears later and soon a f t e r her dad started working in the W.R. Grace & Co.vermiculite mine.
Redinan lived in Libby until the late '70s, moved away, moved back, movedaway, moved back. "So I had a pretty lengthy exposure" to asbestos, a toxic
mineral the miners unintentionally carried home in dust on their clothing.The invisible f i b e r is known to cause fa ta l disease of the lungs. "I was
diagnosed two years ago," Recbnan said, and gave in to tears.Her older sister, Donna Greenup., took the microphone and began t e l l ing of herown experiences,
The sisters, both of whom have asbestosis, were part of a five-person panel oflocal residents sharing what i t ' s like to live with asbestos-related healthproblems. The panel in the VFW Building in Libby Thursday night was part ofthe three-day asbestos and public-health conference,
Greenup had been diagnosed 10 years ago, she told the audience. She f i n d ssolace in religion.
"People would say, 'You should sue the company,' and I would say, 'Well,what good would it do?'"
"I tried to f ind things to be thankful for," said Greenup, who no longer lives inLibby. "And it has made me think of eternity. Death is something we all facesomeday."
As for other s u f f e r e r s , "I'm so grateful when I see each person who is w i l l ingto step out and be verbal," she said. "It's a learning process."
She passed the microphone back to Redman, who had recovered hercomposure.
"Every morning I get up and Fm thankful and I feel good," Redman said. "Butthen y o u always wonder ' I s this t h e d a y I ' m going t o start t o f e e l w o r s e ? ' "That' s already happened for panel member Bob Dedrick.
"You get up in the morning and think that you want to do something, andyou're drained," Dedrick said. "Physically and mentally."
That's part of the emotional to l l , he said. "You think that is ju s t a mental term.It isn't. Your emotions jus t wear you down physically. I get so emotionallyinvolved it ju s t wears my body down."
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One thing that tries his emotions is many Libby people's lack of involvementin trying to resolve the asbestos problem, he said. Take the government health
and environment o f f i c i a l s out of the room, and you could ju s t about hold themeeting in the adjo in ing restroom, Dedrick said.Another paneli s t , Mike Noble , s truggles physical ly too. Some days, he has areally hard time breathing, he said.
He Ikes to go for a hike, in which "I can do all right - if it's downhill.""People look at you and say, 'Well, what's wrong with you? You should beable to do that.'
"You can' t . You don' t have the lungs t o do i t . I'm te l l ing you, i t scares the
hell right out of you. You don't know whether to run, 'cause you're scared."Noble , 49, lived in Libby nearly all his l i f e . He went to work as a laborer forGrace & Co. when he was 18.
He was diagnosed at 32. Now a he could retire. His lung capacity is 64 percent,low enough that he ' s e l igible f or Social Security benef i t s . But he doe sn ' t f e e lthat would provide for his f a m i l y .
His 10-year-old daughter will ask her mother why he's s t i f f e r i n g . Her momwill say, "Well, he' s ju s t having a tough day today," N o b l e said.The other panel member, Jenny Dedrick Swenson, hasn't been found to haveasbestos-related disease. But her maternal grandparents died of it."I haven't been diagnosed yet, but I lived with my grandparents," Swenson
said. "I'm in the high-risk category."
Her grandfather worked at the mine. Her grandmother died 11 years a f t e r
being misdiagnosed with cancer in 1985, Swenson said.
Swenson and her children watched her deteriorate. They saw her "become
bedridden for a year, become angry, become mean," Swenson said. "And this
wasn't the kind of woman she was."Her grandmother had se t t led out of court in a suit against Grace for $100,000.That was barely enough to provide for the frugal woman, Swenson said."When she got really sick, it took everything she had and a bit more," she
said. "She did not die a wealthy woman. She died a poor woman. For tuna t e ly ,
she was weal thy with the amount of support she had."But the community hasn't been very supportive of asbestos victims, Swenson
said. W h i l e Libby p e o p l e are known to rescue a stranded motorist or rebuild aburned house, that's not the kind of response Swenson has seen to asbestos."And i t ' s really shocked me," she said.
Maybe the inaction is because the disease "isn't something like a big scar,"Dedrick said. "You can't see it. It comes on slow."
"They can't see the damage to our lungs, and the life being sucked out ofyou," Redinan added.
P e o p l e have long looked the other way from many occupational d i sab i l i t i e s ,
said Aubrey Miller , regional publ i c health o f f i c e r for the U.S. Department of
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H e a l t h and Human Services, who was in the audience."We really have a problem with worker-related illness," Mil l er said. "It's their
f a u l t . T h e y didn't wear their equipment. They knew the risk/"We really put it off to the side. It's the way this country was built. Thepo l i t i c s of our society,"R e d m a n ' s fa ther was diagnosed in the late '70s, she said. He lived a good l i f e
even though he died of asbestos-related heart disease. She was lucky she got
to live with him, she said.
"He taught us how to live with this disease,5' Redman said. "And now my
mother is teaching us how to live with it."She has a 3-year-old son. "A very lively one," Redman said. "And I wonder ifI will be able to keep up and be a mother to him."
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site. It would
awyers a vacation
rer Morris

American mechanism c a l l e d f e d e r a l i s m . Oneimportant lesson that we should take from thist r a g i c season of f i r e s i s that our p u r p o s e f u l l ycreated system of multi-layered governmentworks. Not only does it work, but th i s summer

is us Americans, we nave leaeral-
spent $3 m i l l i o n a day in Montana and $15mi l l i on each day throughout the West to f i g h tthe f i r e s . The P r e s i d e n t has recent ly requestedan additional $1.3 b i l l i o n to h e l p us recover.In one Montana v a l l e y alone, the Bit terroot ,

ism.Yep, those f ederal black he l i copter s f i n a l l yarrived... and p u l l e d our bacon out of the f i r e s .Pat Williams is a former 16-year member ofthe U.S. House of Representatives.
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To the Ed i t o r
S e n i o r ci t izens ask Grace to open vermiculite mine site to EPA
E D I T O R ' S N O T E : T h e followingletter was sent to W.R. Grace by
the Lincoln County Council on
Aging.
To th e Edi tor:We, th e under s igned S e n i o r C i t i -zens of Libby and Linco ln County,r e s p e c t f u l l y request that y o u l i f tyour ban proh i b i t ing the EPA fromreturning asbestos contaminatedmater ia l s to the mine site. We are

the generation most a f f e c t e d by th i sterrible situation. T i m e is working
against us. You have it within yourpower to e l iminate one of the most
serious d e l a y s to the c l eanupproce s s , H e a l t h and l ive s are atstake. Plea s e l i f t the ban.Robert S t a n l e y , Earl S t a n l e y ,Ernest Leir, J u d i t h S p e n c e r , JerryJackson, N i n a Beckstrom, BarbaraN a p i e r , H . C a m p b e l l , Barbara H o f f ,
Melv in H o f f , P h i l l i p Perez, Mar-

garet Denning, Roberta J a m e s ,Chuck J a m e s , Lois Smart, MariePerez, I n e z Herr ig , Arthur C l o u g h ,L y l e Hacke , Leah C l o u g h , Del
W i t h e e , V e s t i n a W i t h e e , D a l l a sB o l l i n g e r , Arthur B o l l i n g e r , Le landF e h r s , K a t h e r i n e Bowker, H a r o l dJ o h n s o n , Doris Lundin, ThomasStayton , N a d i n e S t a y t o n , MargaretLarson, Gunnar Larson, Edna Lind-say, LaMar L i n d s a y , J o a n Larson,S e n i a H a l t t u n e n , Dorothy Rowland,

Gene Rowland, J a c q u e l i n e W i l s o n ,Don S i g i s m o n d , W a l l y S m i t h , Ger-"aid P o l l a r d , M y r t l e W e l c h , Marion
H a y d e n , Donald H a y d e n , BettyS l a u s o n , Richard S l a u s o n , Kenne th -A l k i r e Mary Beth A l k i r e , Margaret;
A l b e r t i n i , A l i c e Perez, VemaW e l c h , Roland C h i l d , BeulahC h i l d , V i o l e t M a l i c o a t , MarthaS m i t h , K e n Hays , W i l b u r W i l s o n ,Rita Currier, Betty Paulson, H e l e nPeterson, Edith Kair.

P O W - M I A f l a g s f l e w prominently f o r unaccounted-for Americans
To the Editor:A white d i sk bears in black s i l -houette the bowed head of a man;behind him is a watch tower witha guard h o l d i n g a r i f l e . A s i n g l es trand of barbed wire is v i s i b l e .Below the di sk is a wreath and thewords, "You are not f o r g o t t e n . "

A t o p s i t the white l e t t er s

POW/MIA. T h i s i s the POW/MIAf l a g . T h e f l a g ' s d e s i g n h a s beentinkered with time and again but its t i l l s t ands , d r a m a t i c a l l y remind-ing a nation of those l e f t behind inenemy territory.Not until 1979 was the f i r s tcommemoration he ld to honor
A m e r i c a ' s P O W / M I A ' s , those r e -

turned from war and those s t i l lm i s s ing and unaccounted for .The f l a g will f ly prominently onP O W / M I A Recogni t i on Day, S e p t .15 of this year. It honors allAmerican P O W / M I A s , a l t h o u g h i tis i d e n t i f i e d most s trongly withthose m i s s i n g f r o m the V i e t n a mWar.

At the end of the Vietnam War,there were 2,583 unaccounted-forAmerican prisoners, missing in ac-tion or k i l l e d in action with the ;body not recovered. As of May :26, 2000, the count stood at 2,022.S t e l l a S h a r pPres identLibby VFW Ladies Auxi l iary

Let ' s go and l e g i s l a t e against immorali ty, break th e s i lence
To the Edi tor:

Thrown at p e o p l e of f a i t h more
t imes than not is that all too f a m i l -
i a r c l i c h e ' "You c a n ' t l e g i s l a t emoral i ty."

So do I j o i n in agreement withp a s t o r A d r i a n R o g e r s ' Love Worth
f i n d i n g M i n i s t r y , when he s tated inhis n ews l e t t e r , "We have to l e g i s -

l a t e against immorality."
"What's that?" you may say.Let me e x p l a i n , there is no law

that can make you love me, so Ihave to have one to keep you f romk i l l i n g me.
If we analyze every law in thewor ld , it has a moral base some-where. Even zoning laws say that it

is immoral for you to desecrate ordevalue proper ty . The laws thatstate you cannot steal or kil l are
moral laws. Are they not?

There is no way that morality
and l e g a l i t y b e l ong in two separatearenas. The truth is that govern-ment is not here to make us good;government is here to restrain evil.

Only God can make us good. T h e ,best law can do is to keep us out oftrouble, but even as big as govern-
ment is, it cannot keep humans ,from he l l . • ;

S o d o l e t ' s g o a n d l e g i s l a t eagainst immorality. S i l e n c e s t i l l isa f orm of consent.
Deborah Stokesberrv
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CAG m u l l s action board
By Roger Morris, Western News P u b l i s h e r

L i n c o l n County Commissioners presented a p r o p o s a l T h u r s d a y night to the C i t i z e n s
Advi s ory Group that would create a 9-member board to pursue s p e c i f i c goa l s o f f e r i n g
p o t e n t i a l s o lu t i on s for the asbestos contamination f r om a former vermiculite mine in the
area.
Commissioners researched the creation of the board on request of CAG members, who said
the board would be able to c ompl e t e work that the ex i s t ing c i t izen's committee can't , such
as hire an attorney.
CAG members ta lked T h u r s d a y of the need for an ordinance to state the goa l s of the
community in terms of the clean-up of contaminated areas, the need for continuing
monitoring, the need for a medical trust to insure fu tur e h ea l t h screenings and coverage of
medical costs for the p r e s e n t l y diagnosed and those diagnosed in the f u tur e with asbestos-
re lated diseases. The board would also pursue the continuing need for medical research, the
l o c a t i o n of research f a c i l i t i e s in the community and an examination of the economic
i m p a c t s of the asbestos contamination on the area.
The du t i e s of the board would be to serve as advisors to the county commissioners,
according to the p r o p o s a l . It would have no independent authority and no authority to
commit f u n d s of the county without approval of the county commission.
" T h i s is so large that I can't envision how a team of attorneys could represent what this
community wants unless the community is involved," said County Commiss ioner Rita
W i n d o m . "I think we've lo s t sight of what this is about. We have a need for structure and
research, not an ordinance."
Commissioner J o h n Konzen said the asbestos is a nuisance and needs to be abated. "We
need to move caut iou s ly and look at it care fu l ly."
K a l i s p e l l attorney Roger S u l l i v a n , who represents numerous victims in civil suits against
W.R. Grace, owner of the old mine, urged caution, sharing concern that an ordinance not
pre-empt an individual's right to sue Grace. He reminded committee members.,that we l l-
meaning l e g i s l a t i o n was p r o p o s e d at the state and f e d e r a l l eve l s involving the Libby
asbestos v i c t ims and each time the p r o p o s a l s would have l imi t ed their r igh t s to recover
l egal damages and assistance for medical care.
"The whole intent o f the 'Unite and Solve' p l a n i s to e l iminate the d i cho tomy of p u b l i c and
private damage," S u l l i v a n said.
Gayla B e n e f i e l d , victims advocate who sued Grace for the death of her mother, presented
the "Unite and Solve" p lan earlier this summer. It p ropo s ed that the community seek
resolut ion f r o m Grace, p e r h a p s one large payment, to clean up local contamination and the
associated hea l th problems.
I n s t e a d , CAG approved f our goal s , which will be addressed by the p r o p o s e d 9-member
group. T h o s e goal s are to clean up all contamination and put in p lac e long-term
monitoring; create a system of medical monitoring, care and research; e s t ab l i s h
compensation for victims now and in the fu ture , and restore the business v i t a l i t y and
repu ta t i on of Libby as a h ea l thy community.
"We have a small window of o p p o r t u n i t y to get this done," said Lerah Parker. "I don't
want to see any part of this community say, 'Let's hurry up and get our money and the he l l
with everyone e l s e . ' "
N o r i t a S k r a m s t a d , who is s u f f e r i n g f r om asbestos-related i l l n e s s along with her husband
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Les, expres sed concerns with the group f a i l i n g to take action quickly.
"It's taken us 10 months to get everyone to accept there is something wrong, to convince
p e o p l e of this town that we have a problem," she said. "Is it going to take another 10
months to agree on something?"
Dr. Brad Black, county hea l th o f f i c e r , c ompl imented the commissioners on taking a
l e a d e r s h i p role. He said the creation of the 9-member board could h e l p the community
realize the goa l s a d o p t e d by CAG.
Paul Peronard, the EPA's on-site coordinator, said the CAG was f ormed as a community
advisory to the f e d e r a l agency. The group cannot serve as an advisory group to the EPA
and hire at torneys to write ordinances or c on t empla t e suing W.R. Grace.
W i n d o m sugges t ed the CAG members review the county p r o p o s a l and di s cus s it with
community members. "I want to make it p e r f e c t l y clear, if you don't l ike it in any way our
f e e l i n g s w o n ' t b e hurt,"she said.
The f i r s t avai lable da t e for the commissioners to di scus s creation of the board during their
regular ly s cheduled meetings would be Oct. 4, Windom said.
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Community group asks Grace to
cooperate

?c -7.00-0By Roger Morris, Western N e w s Publ i sh er
The C i t i z e n s Advi sory Group i s requesting W.R. Grace cooperat e i m m e d i a t e l y with the
U.S. Environmental Pro t e c t i on Agency in cleaning up areas contaminated with asbestos-
laden vermiculite.
The group , s l i g h t l y more than 25 Libby area res idents and local government
repre s en ta t ive s , voted T h u r s d a y night to send Grace a l e t t e r request ing cooperation. The
vote f o l l o w e d nearly two hours of di scus s ion on related issues, i n c l u d i n g a report f r o m Paul
Peronard, t h e E P A ' s on-site coordinator.
Peronard t o l d the group that the EPA f i l e d suit in U . S . Distric t Court in Mis sou la against
Grace seeking access to the mine to di spose of contaminated soil and debris f rom former
Grace proper t i e s .
"Why doesn't thi s group pressure W.R. Grace to clean up t h i s town?" asked Lerah Parker
during the CAG meeting T h u r s d a y night. Parker is former owner of Raintree Nursery,
which is one of the asbestos-contaminated areas being cleaned by the EPA.
Last week, Grace agreed to al low the EPA to access the former vermiculi te site for t e s t i n g
but the company has denied access to the government agency for d u m p i n g excavated
contaminated materials f r o m the former Raintree site and nearby p r o p e r t i e s along the
Koot ena i River. T h o s e p r o p e r t i e s were part of the mine's sort ing p lan t and were not
cleaned up when Grace closed the mine and left town.
"Why d o e s n ' t this group say, ' H e y , w e want thi s cleaned u p , ' " Parker said. " I t could g e t
t i ed up for another year."
CAG member Cyrus Lee asked Lincoln County Commissioners Rita W i n d o m and J o h n
Konzen if they had asked Grace for access to d i s p o s e of the contaminated materials . The
county h a d n ' t .
Konzen said the county might be able to use the heal th board de c lar ing the contaminated
mater ia l s a nuisance and requiring Grace to abate it.
"As hea l th o f f i c e r , I want to see it all cleaned up sooner not later," said Dr. Brad Black.
"These d e lay tac t i c s are not in the best interest of the community."
A l s o , CAG voted to send l e t t e r s urging various elected o f f i c i a l s to request that Grace a l low
access to its former mine site for d i s p o s a l of contaminated materials. Let t er s were to be
sent to the county commissioners, the city council, s tate L e g i s l a t i v e repre s entat ive s Sen.
Bill Crismore and Rep. S c o t t Orr, Gov. Marc Racicot and the Montana congressional
d e l e g a t i o n .
"For them (Grace) to say no to the EPA is one thing but for them to say no to the
community whom they victimized is quite another," said W i l b u r W i l s o n , CAG member.
F o l l o w i n g reclamation of the vermiculite mine in the early 1990s, Grace sold the mine site
and some river proper ty to Koot ena i Development Co. Another piece of proper ty was so ld
to Mel and Lerah Parker, who d e v e l o p e d Raintree Nursery on the site. And the mining
company gave the land to the city that is now known as the industrial park.
The EPA was working on cleaning up the river front p r o p e r t i e s near Rainey Creek while
Grace was ordered to clean up the industrial park. S h o r t l y be fore the EPA was ready to
begin hauling contaminated materials from the Raintree site, Grace announced it had
purchased a c o n t r o l l i n g interest in the KDC lands and re fu s ed access to the government
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agency.
The asbestos-contaminated vermiculite has been linked to numerous dea th s in the pas t and
more than 300 local p e o p l e with various i l lne s s e s .
Extensive medical screening of the community is continuing to determine the hea l th
impac t s of the contaminated ore f rom the mine, which ceased operat ion in 1990.
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Please open the site
S i n c e nobody wants to ask W.R. Grace in a s imple manner, I wil l .
Will you p l ea s e clean up the contaminated areas of your mining operations that you
didn' t clean up 8-10 years ago.
Will you p l ease allow the Environmental Protection Agency to d i s p o s e of contaminated
materials at the old mine site. Remember these contaminated materials come from your
former proper t i e s as a result of your business activities.
In other words, this is your responsibi l i ty.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , decis ions are being made at W.R. Grace by lawyers and not business
managers or engineers.
If Grace continues to d e lay c leanup e f f o r t s , they are not only a d d i n g to a growing
negative pub l i c relations legacy but they are p o t e n t i a l l y expos ing more members of this
community to lethal asbestos-laden vermiculite.
Grace had a great o p p o r t u n i t y to create an image of cooperation and concern for the
Libby community. I n s t e a d , h eadl ine s throughout the country have d e p i c t e d Grace as
dragging their corporate f e e t in the early stages of Libby c l eanup e f f o r t s .
I have a f e e l i n g we're about to enter a new stage in c l eanup e f f o r t s . It' s a common one
where the EPA is involved. It's called paint the f ederal agency as a heavy-handed, jack-
booted thug of an organization. Under some circumstances it f i t s but don't f o r g e t , the
EPA is the lead governmental agency for environmental cleanup.
At this p o i n t , I don't care. We need the c leanup to be a c compl i shed be fore the end of
the year, not the end of next year or the year a f t e r . Grace d r o p p e d the bal l in the early
90s and now they need to carry the load.
That's not to say we shouldn't keep an eye on the EPA. Remember: they d r o p p e d the
b a l l , too.
We are in the unenviable po s i t i on of needing experti se and the EPA is one of f our
op t i on s . T h e y are: Grace, who h e l p e d get us where we are; the EPA who f a i l e d to
warn us; the state, who also f a i l e d to warn us and, and out s ide advisers, whom we
would have to pay. So who do we trust and for how much?
I'd trust them all more if the cleanup proceeded quickly and t h o r o u g h l y so we can put
an end to exposing local residents to these materials.
Only then can we begin to expect recovery to our c o m m u n i t y ' s reputation and
whatever impacts have occurred to our economy.
So open the doors Grace, and let the contaminated materials in for d i s p o s a l at the mine
site. It would h e l p if Grace and the EPA gave the lawyers a vacation until this work is
c ompl e t ed . — R o g e r Morris
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Irlee asbestos conference opens JGt.fr

with asbestos-relate^, i l l -ne%;md,;helping chi ldren cope%ithg r i e l - a l t f l loss are among the topic?at the ^bestos and I'ubliis l i ea l thC o n f e f e j n i c j e in Libby T h u r s d a ythrough Saturday, according to £inupdated agenda released by the U.S.Environmental Protection Agency."£•&$ ijee conference is scheduledfor 9=a.ril to 9 p.m. Thursday, 9 a.ntto 5:30 p.m. F r i d a y and 9 a.m; to6:30 p.m. Saturday. Registration forthe f r e e ; c o n f e r e n c e is at 8:30 a.m.Thursday, and the doors open at thattime on the other days,'Si t e t o f t h e conference i s t h e VFWBuilding; 114 W. 2nd St. in Libby,Seventeen presentations and f i v eworkshops are s ch edu l ed . Two ofthe-workshops will be o f f e r e 4 morethan once.:"Asbestos and Loss: Toward anU n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e G r i e v i n g

Process" is the t i t l e pf one presenta-t ion, given by social worker Annpartin a n d counselor K i r n Lee. I t ' salso trie heading of a one-hour work-shop they ' 11, be o f f e r i n g on threeoccasions;Dr. Michae l S.pence , Montana, medical o f f i c e r , arid federal medicalcoordinator Dr. Aubrey M i l l e r wille xp la in asbestos, -related i l l n e s s e sand their general hea l th e f f e c t s . Arepresentative of the city arid countyheal th organizations wi l l c l a r i f y theroles and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of f e d e r a l ,s tate and local agencies., Environmental and h e a l t h o f f i-c ia l s wi l l answer que s t ions aboutl ong- t e rm h e a l t h care, and f o u rLibby residents will ta lk about liv-ing with asbestos-related i l lnes s .T h a t f our-per son panel is MikeN o b l e , Bob Dedrick, Jenny Dedrick-Swenson and Robin Redman.

•rjjhs m e d i c a l a s p e c t s o f l i v i n gwitjli the i l l n e s s wi l l be probed byP a t C p h a n i j c lhiiga} goprdinatoithe|St.. | p h ' ' i S e ' i t e l ^ A s i ? e s

BJack. they'll be ^ j o i n e d by M^riaTeran-Maclver, health communica-t i on s s p e c i a l i s t : f o r t h e f e d e r a l :A g e n c y for T o x i c ix$ubstances\ anidDisease Registry. ; i ; ; V : : ' • VOther p r e s e n t a t i o n t o p i c s wi l li n c l u d e o c cupat ional vs. non-occu-pat ional exposure to asbes tos , envi-ronmental s a m p l i n g and r e s u l t s inLibby, and asbestos in format ion forthe homeowner.Work shop s wil l inc lude discus-sions on stress management, how toh e l p ch i ldren cope with gr i e f andloss (which wi l l be o f f e r e d twice)and quit t ing srripking (a habit whicrlh e i g h t e n s ' the risk of an a sb e s t o s -

exposed smoker g e t t i n g lung can-cer). . . . • ; . . ' ' • ' . ' . - .... . , • . :

' • ' p e p j i l t e ' w l j b ' '
(Libby.;:F|iere;are no known cures' ' 'the
cul i te i irui t ie nearby.The EPA is now trying to deter-mine the l e v e l of hazard thatremains in Libby, and the ATSDR isgiving health exams to p e o p l e whomay have been expo s ed to theasbestos., Comple te agendas for the confer-ence are/ avai lable i t ; t h e EPAInformat ion G^dter at the corner ofFifth Stree t; and Miners Avenue in. T » i * ' " • • • ' " . > < ; • v ' • ' < • ' • • - . • • • • ' . , . .



The Western News, Libby. MT- Wednesday, September 20, 2000-3Doctors told more asbestos victims coming
• • . . . . . . ' . . ' . . , . . . ' • ' . . . • • , • ' - . ' .,..- . : . ' • .... . . • • • • ' , ' • . , • ; : • . C ?

B y L Y N E T T E H I N T Z ES p e c i a l to the News •A pulmonary s p e c i a l i s t who hastreated about 400 Libby-area resi-d e / i t s with a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d l u j a gdisease t o l d t h e K a l i s p e l l medicalcommunity on Monday to brace foran o n s l a u g h t o f s i m i l a r p a t i e n t sover the next couple of decades."Thi s is the tip of the iceberg,"said Dr. A l a n W h i t e h o u s e , aSpokane internal medicine and pul-monary disease specialist. "There' sa reservoir of p e o p l e (who wereexposed to asbestos) from the 1970sarid '80s who have not manifestedthemselves. I think you'll see cases1

for20to30years. ' ' • • ";•Hundred of Libby residents havebeen exposed to tremolite asbestos,a natural impurity in the vermieulit^mined, there f o r d e c a d e s . V f . ' R .Grace & Co. bought the mine in1963 and operated it until 1990.Whitehouse , along with o f f i c i a l sf r o m the J e w i s h Medica l Center inDenver and the f ed era l Agency forT o x i c S u b s t a n c e s a n d Di s ea s eRegistry spoke to a group of aboutSOjCalijpell physicians as part of

is the tipof the iceberg. 9?
Dr. Alan Whitehouse

K a l i s p e l l R e g i o n a l M e d i c a lC e n t e r ' s continuing education p r o -gram. A n o t h e r p r e s e n t a t i o n i splanned tonight to discuss medicalmanagement issues r e l a t e d to
By the end of the yeaf theATSDR will have screened about6,000; Libby residents and formerresidents. ^ the results of the lungt e s t s are c p r n p i l e d , the f e d e r a lagency is tracking how many caseswill be referred to regional health-care, f a c i l i t i e s .K a l i s p e l l wil l be heavily impact-ed, agency spokesman OscarT a r r a g o s a i d ."All of you wil l l ik e ly be drawnin p e r s p r i a l l y arid .pro f e s s i onal ly ,"Tarrago advised the K a l i s p e l l doc-tors. "We'l l be l e t t i n g you knowwhat to expect as far as numbers ofpatients."

W h i t e h o u s e said cases are nowc r o p p i n g up all over the countrythat are linked to expansion p lant swhere y e r m i c u l i t e ore wasprocessed. The U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency is inve s t igat ing300 sites for p o t e n t i a l exposure.And that doe sn' t inc lude nearly am i l l i o n homes with v e r m i c u l i t einsulation, he said.!"Qpd jfeittp;ws hp^v many havebeen expose^" Whitehouse saidabout the potential national publ i c' '>rendous epidemic."Whitehpus e used his own cases tudie s to i l l u s t ra t e what localphysicians will ije up against. Hetold about an 80-year-old man whoworked in the L i b b y dry m i l lbetween 1957 and 1962. W h e nW h i t e h o u s e examined h i m f i v eyears ago he had 89 percent pul-monary f u n c t i o n . L a s t year them a n ' s lung func t i on h a d decreasedto 38 percent.Even though the latency periodfor asbestos-related disease is up to40 years, the progression of the dis-ease can be rapid once it manife s t s. ' . i t s e l f ; ' . ' • ' • • • : ' • • • : ' • • . ' - : • . . • . : ' . , ' ' f ; ; • : . : - •Tremolite asbestos can do dam-age even if the exposure is minimal.Whitehouse told of a 70-year-oldman who worked for one monthunloading vermiculite-ore boxcarsin S p o k a n e in 1955. His X - r a y snow show con s id e rab l e l ung dis1

ease. . ; . . , " : • . ' > : .Whi^house also shared informa-tion about a 4 8 r y e a r ' 0 l d woman'whose parents were both diagnosed

with asbe s tps i s . Through hersure as a c h i l d , which inc luded pop-p ing the vermicul i te ore l ike pop-corn, she d ev e l op ed lung disease. Akey symptom was, a chronic coughtha t h a d n ' t gone away f o r f i v eyears. 'Dr. C e c i l e Rose, director of theoccupational medicine clinical pro-gram at J e w i s h M e d i c a l Cent er ,advised local physicians to leave nostone unturned when complet ingenvironmental histories. V"People p o p p i n g vermicuUte orp laying on the pi le s of vermiculiteare not the normal questions yo'u'dask," she; said. ;Whitehouse said i t ' s important t oask pa t i en t s whether or not theysmoked d u r i n g th e , t j r n e t j h e yworked at the mine. He studied thecases of two workers Vvhb wereboth employed ai the mine for 16years. The smoker died of asbestosd i s ea s e; the non-smoker s t i l l showsno sign of disease. ,P e o p l e e x p o s e d t o t r e m o l i t easbestos have 4n increased risk ofcolon and pancreat i c cancer andabdominal mesothelipma.CT scans iarij Often detect abnor-mal i t i e s that don't show up on anormal 3£-ray, Whitehouse added."In the last 10 years there's beena charige imthe customers I ' v eseen,- he said, noting that morsenon-miners and f a m i l y members arecoming to him. "A c o u p l e of myp a t i e n t s s i m p l y l ived next to the' ' '. . ,Lynefte.ffintze is a reporter foraily Inter Lake,



•\\ :ASKEP4!n.:.;5^;r--:,v.:;; ' ..;"Questions and Answers
about Asbestos and EPA's Investigation

Q: I have a comment on EPA's Administrative Record for the Libby
Asbestos investigation and clean-up 4^^ohSj but I have missed theformal comment period. Wil l EEA stM epnsider my comments;?

i * A: Yes. The public comment period for the administmtiyeitecprd has been extended until
September29,2000. ^ ' / : • : ' , . ; { l H ; i ' " - : ^ ^ - : . / • ' • : " • . ' : - ; • • . , . " • . " ; :
Again, the Administrative Record contains all the documents that were used to support the cleanupactions EPA is taking inLibby. The Record c a n : , b ' e f o u n d in ^b locations: :
1. EPA Informat ion Center- at 501 Mineral Avenue, Libby, MT 59923. Phone: 406-293-6194
2. EPA Record Center, Super fund Reference Desk: 999 18th Street, Suite 500 Denver, CO 80202-

2466. Phone: 303-312-6473 > ^ >=:;:>
Please send or deliver any comments on t h f e ' A d m i n i s t r a t i v e ^ R e c o r d to:
EPA Informat ion CenterAttention: Paul Peronard5 0 1 Mineral Avenue :':^,Z . : ^ ' • ' - . ' " • . ' .i:^ . • • • ' "
Libby, MTV 59923-1957 ' ̂  •
EPA also maintains copies of other documents in Libby's EPA Informat i on Center which are not apart of the administrative record but which could provide useful information to residents. Thesedocuments include fact sheets, press r e l ea j&e s , Correspondence, meeting summaries etc.
Please stop by the information center to view mese documents or make copies'. If you do not seesomething that you are looking for please ask our̂  Information C e n t e r s t a f f to assist you.
For more information call: Wendy Thomi^4Q6-441sll5Q ext241 or

DiamJiarnmer at 1-800-227-8917 ext 6601



3000

. .• .-: ^t^^-?^£^p."r.^V'.yW'^^J<r^^}f;^:™:•"''''"'*Wiestern News ReporterA dispute between the EnvironmentalProtectioni Agency and;^iR.. .iGrace oyeir <
Libby appears to be headed fpr the cb«|ta,ia n E P A o f f i c i a l said Wednesday.: ' : ; : ^ ; :At issue i s E P A f s aeqess t o property - :SGrace sold to Koptenai Development Corp,' ^ | G r a c e ? s vermicuUte mine closed inF. Grace acquired a majority interest in;'-•;;•KDC this summer and barred EPA fromthe property,. .^K--' :.•••.--' '..••>••';[.*• '•-:-^:^KDC owns the mine site i t s e l f as well as

j^ro^irty adjacent to and across this river .....from the former screening plant site at thei iniouth of Rainy Creek* Lastywisek,, Gjrace; granted access toith? KDC propertie s for^investigative purposes o n l y y E P A f a l s o - ;seeks to conduct cleanup operations on >!i riverfront prbpertiies anfttp vsafhs mine ;

site to dispose of asbestos-contaminated
screening plant location. The asbestos

occurred as a contaminant iri the yermi*culiteore. . i ' • . . , - . • - M ^ ; . • ; . ' ' ' • , . • ' • • • • . • • • • -Access to the reclaimed mine site for theinvestigation was granted only a f t e r EPA 'informed Grace that it was f i l i n g an a p p l i - !

cation for a w;arran|, EPA on-scepe p p o r d i rnator;Paul Peronard said- ,;, !'As soon as we told tnem thai^ theysigned our access agreement unconditional-'

•, als are present and that they are a threat to ;vs ' ;
-. fcourti Peronard said.

Grace has l i t t l e basis to deny access for ;an investigation, Peronard said. Put accessstandards for cleanup operations are higher,and EPA must show that hazardous materi-

Alari | S t r i n g ^ r , S y h 6 ' ' h e a d s ' G r a c e ' s L i b p y jb f f i c e i Sald 'h e^a i i iroa^are^liw^the cornpa-ny \vas?bar|irig!EP^;^m^leaningiiiipi the i.KDC ^properties along ^ r iyer .;He t . ! • •declined^ cprnment p i j t h e c o m j p a n y ' ?
See EPA:;on Page £



mix sa
S-lipî |̂ |̂ :^ri3^r>-m~\-^ -TO&S^S^I)6^^$aewsiReBorteri ' . ' " - : - " • • I t '
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Representatives of the EnvironmentalProte c t i on A g e n c y ' s inspector g e n e r a l ' so f f i c e met with nearly 50 area re s ident slast week as part of an ongoing investiga-tion into how the EPA and other agencieshandled a sb e s t o s -r e la t ed h e a l t h issuesprior to the c l o s i n g of the Libby vermi-culite mine in 1990.Open sessions were he ld on Aug. 15,and private interviews were s c h e d u l e d onAug. 15 and 16. About 25 p e o p l e came tothe open sessions arid a s l i g h t l y smal lernumber s c h e d u l e d private interviews,said Ei l e en McMahon of the i n s p e c t o rg e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e i n Washington, D.C.Area res idents with informat ion or

documents pertaining t o t h e E P A ' sinvolvement with the vermiculite mine,as well as the involvement of other agen-cies such as the Occupational S a f e t y andH e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the MineS a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , wereinvited to attend the open sessions ors chedule private interviews to share whatthey knew." W e ' r e s t i l l evaluating what w e ' v eseen and heard," McMahon said.The investigation was requested byEPA and congressional o f f i c i a l s and wassparked by claims that the EPA knew ofheal th risks associated with the mine butf a i l e d to take appropriate action.

McMahon said her department hopesto reach a deci s ion by the end ofSep t ember on where the inves t igat ion•will lead." W e ' r e j u s t .basically c o l l e c t i n g infor-mation, s i f t i n g through information anddeve lop ing a scope," she said.The EPA inspector g e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e i san. independent entity that conducts andsupervises audi t s and invest igations relat-ing to agency problems and operations.The audits and investigations aredes igned to i d e n t i f y and promote econo-my, e f f i c i e n c y and e f f e c t i v e n e s s and toprevent and detect fraud and abuse inEPA programs and operations.



. :;: Spec ia l to the 'News^frustrated. Libby homeowner.last week scooped up several<bagsof vermiculite insulation - from herattic 1 and 'brought them : to the ' localW.R. Grace o f f i c e to raise aware-ness and get he lp for .her asbestosdilemma.! I r e n e S i r e y was r emode l ing aiome that was d e c lar ed , a healthhazard.by the U . S . EnvironmentalP r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y , in March.S l a t e t h e n , : s h e ' s _ been in-limbo,unable to move forward with thep r o j e c t and awai t ing d i r e c t i o nfrom" the EPA.. . . S h e ' s f inanc ia l ly s t rapped , pay-ing mortgages o n ' b o t h t h e houseshi£ intended, to remodel and livein, and on her e x i s t i n g home,which she had expected to sell bynow. :...Like many Libby homes, hera t t i c j y j s - f i l l e d with the popcorn-J i j c g > f n s u ] a t i o n that was producedf r o j q , t h e nearby vermiculite mine,^^sjestos was a natural eontam-inant^frqm .the,, mining operation-. and:ias -been,.$iained."for"about2 Q | I j j f e a t h s . a n ' d w i d e s p r e l a d ' l u n gdisease in. Libby.said Grace representatives Stringer accepted the bags ofin su la t i on a n d said h e ' d d i s p o s eof the contaminated material.B u t - ' h e a l s o a d v i s e d h e r h ewouldn't h e l p with- the removal ofthe vermiculite from her home."1 was h o p i n g he'd have me; a r r e s t e d , " S i r e y said. " I c a n ' tbelieve how p o l i t e he was."S t f i n g e r s a i d he in s truc t ed-Sirey

t oWR.
to "listen to what the EPA is say-ing," even though he realizes it ' sfrus trat ing for homeowners.Air samples from Sirey' s homeshowed asbestos f i b e r s greaterthan 10 microns long, the size thefederal govenirneni says pose ahea l th hazard and warrantcleanup. When the f irst round oft e s t s y i e l d e d a h igh l e v e l o fasbestos, the EPA urged her tostop the renovation while o f f i c i a l sf igure out what to do.Meanwhile, the EPA is upgrad-ing the way it counts and quanti-f i e s asbestos f i b e r s , so it has abetter model by which to measurethe Libby contamination.EPA on-site coordinator PaulPeronard talked to Sirey about her1 dilemma recentlyj she said, but hewasn't able to say exactly whenthe new model might be ready togo. • -Part of the f r u s t r a t i o n stemsf r o m th e E P A 3 s d i r e c t i v e t o" d o n ' t do-anyth ing ," whi l e t h ea g e n c y ' s abatement ru l e s f o rasbestos contamination a p p l y onlyt ' d ' c b m r n e r c M propertiesr notresi-dential homes. "The EPA is h a n d l i n g the air,soil and ;dust sampl ing of homesin Libby, but under normal cir-cumstance s , t h a t ' s where t h eagency stops, Peronard said.It will cost Sirey $6jQOO to havet h e i n s u l a t i o n p r o f e s s i o n a l l yremoved; she says she can't a f f o r dit. There are also strict rules if shedoes the removal herself.If a homeowner removes morethan three square or linear f e e t of

asbestos-containing material froma house, the transpor ta t ion andd i s p o s a l has to be p e r m i t t e dthrough the state Asbestos ControlProgram with the Department of.Environmental Quality.Sirey tried to use a respiratorwhile she shoveled the insulationinto bags but discarded it when itd i d n ' t f i t right."I .had -a bad headache ford a y s / ' s h e said. " I . d i d n ' t realizehow much dust there is."S i r e y saki s h e ' l l wear a f u l lhead mask if she attempts any. fur-ther cleanup.The assistant U.S.. surgeon gen-eral last week warned .that -anyoneworking for any l eag th of timewith vermiculite insulation from aW.R. Grace mine in- Montanaf a c e s a sub s tan t ia l - h e a l t h riskfrom asbestos- contamination.Recent s tudies show even casu-al hand l ing of the insulation canexpose workers or homeowners to150 times the asbestos level con-sidered sa f e under f ed era l regula-tions, ' D r . Hugh. Sloan wrote -in,.a
National- InsMtete-o f- OccupationalS a f e t y and Health.Vermiculi te from Grace ' s^ mineat Libby was .sold for use in gar-d e n p r o d u c t s , f i r e p r o o f i n g ,cement mixtures and more than adozen other consumer product s .The bulk of the ore was heateduntil it expanded like popcorn,then marketed as Zonoli te insula-tion.Lynnette Hintze is a reporter forthe Katispel! Daly Inter Lalie,
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on; the:.'and ;

your f a m i l i e s have been s u b j e c t e dto toxic po l lu t i on that will bringcancers ' and death. Body chemistryseems to be a fa c t or ul who willdie prematurely. Some p e o p l e inthis exposed p o p u l a t i o n will liveto. be in their 90's, but those whodo rosy witness the death pf theirc h i l d r e n / Y o u may think,! f e e lheal thy, my f a m i l y seems-healthy,so we're all: OK. Wrong!The heal th e f f e c t s o f asbestosexposure* are subtle,'it'takes 10-50years for the f i b e r s to do the dam-age and turn'to cancers and to pro-duce the lung damage that l ead s to -lung d y s f u n c t i o n . Our immune(

systems do batt le against these .toxic asbestos Fibers . As we growolder, .our immune systemsbecome weaker, and at -somepoint, the cancers evolve.In a document d r a f t e d by Dr.Chri s topher W e i s , t p x i c o l & g i s t f o rthe EPA, dated May 17, he s ta t e s , -"The chemical nature of the f i b e r si d e n t i f y them as. asbest i formamphibo l e s known to cause mul t i-ple cancers in humans and animalsa t m u l t i p l e target j organs ." 'He alsostates KIn addi t i on to the carcmb- ;

genie e f f e c t s associated withtr embl i t e f i b e r s , non-malignant

asbestosis can result in d e b i l i t a t -ing iaiad l e thal respiratory Dis-ease . . .The r e s u l t i n g loss of lungcompliance and respiratory capac-ity can progress over the course of; several-years."In December 1975, W.R; Gracerecorded p o l l u t i o n l e v e l s in Libby,as high as 1.5 f i b e r s per cubic cen-timeter of air. A person s u b j e c t e dto this level of p o l l u t i o n inhaledover 20, m i l l i o n ' f i b e r s in 24 hours.P e o p l e , we are f a c e d with-agrim situation. We are faced withthe real i ty that if we don't get a -quality, f u l l coverage medical pro-gram put together for thi s-exposedp o p u l a t i o n , we w i l l l o s e every-thing we 've worked for a l l ourlives, to the heal th care costs ofour future.: . . : . What are-our options? W i t h theexception ongoing to W.R. Graceon our knees for 1ielp, it seems wehave buttvw choices, and it seemsthat both are somewhat of a gam-ble.-One-option is, we turn toAmerica for h e l p ; two, we turn tolawyers f or he lp .:I have p u t - f o r t h a-call to the f e d -eral government for this need, andit is my f e e l ing . tha t our govern-ment-will provide the medical and• -research: needs we have, as a wayof making amends for the mis- •takes that were made In the past.

If the U . S . government does whatis right in this situation, theseneeds will be provided f o r , with• secure programs. • :> If health care and research is : .pursued f r o m W.R. Grace, withthe aid of lawyers, we may end upwith squat or it may take yearsand our needs are now. We needto remember that W.R. Graceloves the nickel so much that theydid- th i s to us. :
: - f

'"' 'I d b r i ' t h a v e the answers,, but Ido know that this ba t t l e has beenf ough t by few and is for all . Forthose who think this is blown -outo f-propor t ion,: I would say "get agrip,"--this is real.In the near future, there wi l l bedeci s ions -made that will determinethe future of all. As it is now,'these decisions wilt be made byfew. Libby, Montana, needs top u l l together, now, f or our fu ture ' s• sake;If you care about your fu tur e ,your family's future^ stand up andbe heard. If you can't speak, be af a c e , a face that the dec i s ions arebeing made for. Thi s is Americaand your voice does count! If youthink this is a j o k e or you don'tcare, p l e a s e reconsider your pointof view on this most important•issue.. - . . . - - .- C l i n t o n M s y m a r f



©uestions:

op; -'the cleanups: at- the f ormer mine p r o c e s s i n g ' •

f A: :#1: As' ;an update to last w e e k ' s Q&A, we continueto make cleanup progi$ss-at-the:^ fo 'rmer Screening Plant-and t h e - ' f o r m e r : Export "Plant. EPA. continues to
: - e x G a v a t e - - s o i l ' . : a t v : t h e former Screening F l a n t . :Wie are taking care to avoid the areas
where cultural and historic a r t i f a c t s have been f o u n d . - W e will continue to s t o c k p i l e

;sb i i;at : the Screening PI ant until we f i n d -a-proper. di sposal site. W.R.Grace is emrently-
' c l e a n i n g t h e ' - P l a n e r ' B u i l d i n g a t t h e ' - : - f o r m e r ' - " E x p o r t Plant . Grace i s--scheduled t o
. comple t e the cleaning of-me Planer Bui ld ing by 9704/00. Excavation- of c o i i t a r f f l n a t e dsoil will begin a f t e r the current business owner isr re located, p o s s i b l y this week. EPA :is
in close communication with . U S - F o r e s t Service and has made contingency p lans in
t h e events o f a f i r e i n t h e Rainy Greek watershed. ' , ' . . . ' . . ; .

: :A:"#2: EPA and W.R. -Grace have a t t empt ed to negotiate a wide range of Issue s
•concerning EPA's cleanup work in Libby, . inc luding .access for removal activities att h e ' S c r e e n i n g 'Plant and "disposal ' o f - c o n t a m i n a t e d material a t the- Mine; These
fiegp|iatio"ns were not s u c c e s s f u l , EPA will now have to pursue other options to obtain
aceess-jias well.as i d e n t i f y i n g and evaluating-other potential d i spo sa l locations. ""'•'' "'""

' © f .iiif0;riii:atioii c a l l ? :Diana- H a m m e r - . ' ^ t l J
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-.wduld.agree^ata.comprehensive solu?> •.

S e M , f f i t o n i f e ;



Continued f rom Page 1and ask t h e m to j o i n us at thetable," B e n e f i e l d said.Lawyers sp eak ing a t T h u r s d a y ' sC A G m e e t i n g i n c l u d e d A l i e nMcGarvey, a member of a K a l i s p e l llaw f irm that has represented Libbyresidents in numerous sui t s againstGrace; Mike ppnovan, who spec ia l-izes in representing state and localgovernments at p u b l i c h e a l t h s i te ssuch as the A r c o and A n a c o n d as i t e s ; arid Jan S c h l i c h t m a n n , th eattorney who represented the ci t i-zens of Woburn, Mass., in their suitagainst Grace, the Woburn casewas the sub j e c t of the recent f i l m"A C i v i l Action^" s tarr ing J o h nTrayol ta as Schliehtmann.McGarvey stressed the impor-tance of the entire community,along with the s tate and f e d e r a lgovernments, agreeing on a plan tosettle with Grace."They aren't going to come tothe table unless i t! s a comprehen-sive solution,' 'McGarvey said.GAG member Don W i l k i n sasked McGarvey for details."Basically what y o u ' r e t a lk ingabout is combining all these person-al injury suits into this plan and notc a l l i n g it a c l a s s ac t ion suit,"W i l k i n s said, '"We want a p i l e o f cash that ' sgoing to solve all these things andfor Grace to get out of town,"McGarvey said. "Isn't that what wewant1?" • : . • - . :Donovan ,told the group it needsto get the power of government onits side. The CAG could be a mech-anism for lobbying the local , stateand federal governments, he said."The power of4hi s group is that

A s p e c i a l - m e e t i n g of theCommuni ty A d v i s o r y Group hasbeen c a l l e d for Thursday, Aug. 17,at 7 p.m., in the Ponderosa Roomof City Hall to discuss a ep tn i t tun i- .t y . u n i f i c a t i o n . p l a n for abatementof the Libby asbestos situation.T h e p l a r t , - : p r e s e n t e d , l b y QaylaB e n e f i e l d at .the T h u r s d a y , Aug.10, meeting, opens the po s s i b i l i tythat the C A G . c o u l d take newdir e c t i on , change it s emphasis ,even reorganize.T h e p u r p o s e o f t h e spe c ia l

you have the ability to express thewill of the community," Donovan
Said. . ' \ : . . . : ' v - : . . • ' : • : • ; • , , . - ; • •The group needs to express thec o m m u n i t y ' s will in such a Way asto give "discrete; de f inabl e taiks" tothe c o m m u n i t y ' s elected representa-tives, Sehlichtmann said. <Ron Anderson, the head of thec o u n t y ' s environmental h e a l t hdepar tment and a CAG member,expressed skept i c i sm that Gracewould agree to-a comprehensivesettlement - especial ly if such a-set-tlement were to include a. cleanupof p r i v a t e homes . e oo t t in ingZonolite insulation."Why .would they agree to comein and clean everybody?s : attic upwhen that could open every attic int h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ? " A n d e r s o nasked..The b e n e f i t s to Grace, wouldinclude speed, cost and certainty,Schichtmann said.

meeting will be to reread the p lan,and determine if .a consensus canbe reached to support it, at least inprinciple.. "Since good programs are theproduct of c o n s i d e r a b l e . t h o u g h t 'and e f f o r t on the part of manypeop l e , a p f in i shed plan is consid-ered unlikely to emerge from thtepar t i cu lar m e e t i n g j V b u t ^ e H ' e r a lagreement with' th e id ea 1 , 6JTa" ; cpm-• munity ' . wide, •:-communi tyapproved, eommiihi ty-supportedprogram will be earnestly sought,"

"Problems ' solyed now arealways better than problems solvedlater," h e said. . . : . : ' t v ; : : : v : . V - ; , ; • • • •• . ' . . A u d i e n c e 1 , ••nieinbef ' ' -.' ' sation -for. • yiethti s • cbsild' 'also •' be a ' •problem.- . ' • ' . ; . . - ' . ' • •" W h o ' s ' d . e c i d i h g w h o ' s worthwhat?" s h e asked. ' : . - . . 'The vict ims would have todecide, McGarvey said."If a l l the victims aren' t s a t i s f i e d ,

said W i l b u r W i l s o n , CAGber, who wi l l serve aspro-tem until l e ad er sh ip is estab-
l i shed. - ; - , - i j p , ; -A second t o p i c of discussioii.w i l l be i f C A G , in i t s •pres.e.ritform, could e f f i c i e n t l y implementsuch a program. P r o p o s a l s tq,revise, or restructure the CAG wil l ,b e considered. . , . , . • • • , - . - . -y-, ; - . - ' . «This meeting is open t o j t h e pubj:lie. CAG members who missed rtrt%original presentation are urged ta.attend, i : . ' . - - . - . ; , • ; •.:-,-, ; , , / : . • - ; ' ri " ' 4

V - ' fwe don't have,a deal, '* hesajid. "'The CAG plans io meetigai p.m. •Thtirsd^'i-Augv,;. 1 ?, i• Ponderosa Rflb%'a! Libby ''City.: t b ' - dis;buss.;itee;.|^riv.^he;!mee'tiiigagenda is to deferrnine if a cpnsenj^, ,sus can be reached to support .th^(i/plan at least in principle. A secbncj-^^order 6f business will be to consider v!,:-if the C A G , in Us present form o r ' | p « ^a revised form, could implement Sis?,' ''an.



Questions-and Answers.
' . about Asbes to s ' 'and EPA9s Investigation

Qs Are'the cleanups -at the-formerareas.progres s ing?' * ' ' •
A: Yes. Both cleanups are underway. EPA has started taking down bui ld ings .-at theformer Screening Plant. EPA began excavation of contaminated soil. Workers will avoid

certain areas where historical and cultural ar t i fa c t s were found. An archaeologist will .
begin, exploring the area the week of August 28.

, EPA is currently resolving access issues with W.R. Grace for sampl ing and clean-up
activities on Kootenai Development Company propertie s adjacent to the ScreeningPlant. EPA continues to seek access to Vermiculi te Mountain for d i spo sa l of waste from
.the Screening Plant. Soi l is being stockpiled at the Screening Plant site until the parties
resolve access issues. :

The M i l l Work West owner and W.R. Grace have comple t ed an accounting of the
business inventory. Workers will soon begin cleaning the bui ldings and excavation of
contaminated soil . The business is scheduled to. begin temporary relocation to H i g h w a y
2 near Spruce Ave. the week of August 21.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n cal l s ' W e n d y Thorn! at-406-441-12 50 ext 241 or
• - - - Diana Hammer at 1-!
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Cont inued f r o m P a g e 1
- t i v e s w i l l a l s o b e a t t h eC o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p meet-ing at 7 p.m. T h u r s d a y , Aug. 10, atthe Pondero sa Room at Libby C i t yH a l l . T h e y wi l l p rov id e in f ormat i onon the i n v e s t i g a t i o n and answerques t ions.

T h e E P A i n s p e c t o r g e n e r a l ' so f f i c e is an i n d e p e n d e n t enti ty thatc onduc t s and supervi se s a u d i t s andi n v e s t i g a t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o agencyp r o b l e m s a n d o p e r a t i o n s . T h e

--•". •••-* •*•-£ - :«audi t s and inves t igat ions are
des igned to i d e n t i f y and promoteeconomy, e f f i c i e n c y and e f f e c t i v e - ^ness and to prevent and detect f raudand abu s e- in EPA p r o g r a m s andoperations.

I n d i v i d u a l i n t e r v i e w s c a n b e r ' \s cheduled at the GAG meeting or at /.'.,the EPA's in format ion center at 501 , ' '. rMineral A v e . . ' .
For more i n f o r m a t i o n , visi t the ;V..E P A information center o r call Fran ' "T a f e r a t ( 2 0 2 ) 260-2428. . • ' ' : .



( ' • T i n - \ N \ - b U - r . i i N e w s . L i b b y , M l ' . , F r i d a y , A u g u s t 1 1 . 2000

A s a c o m m u n i t y w e ' v e a l lbeen a f f e c t e d b y a s b e s t o s :
through d ir e c t or i n d i r e c t e xpo-
sure to a s b e s t o s , t h r o u g h m e d i ae xpo sur e and its e f f e c t s on per-
c e p t i o n s o f t h i s v a l l e y w e c a l lhome, and through the uncertain-t i e s about t h e f u t u r e t h a t havecome part and parc e l to our s i tua-tion. For those who have a l r e a d ybeen touched d i r e c t l y by asbe s to sre lated d i s ea s e s , the i m p a c t s rund e e p , t o u c h i n g every a s p e c t o fthey a n d their f a m i l y ' s l ive s .T h r o u g h a l l t h i s w e havej o i n e d a l a r g e r c ommuni ty , thegroup of communitie s around the
country - around the world - thathave s u f f e r e d e xpo sur e to t o x i csubstances. A l t h o u g h most of thei n f o r m a t i o n we get about expo-sures to t ox i c sub s tance s has tod o with d i r e c t p h y s i c a l e f f e c t s ,

Community Healthl ine
we know that there are p s y c h o -
l o g i c a l e f f e c t s as w e l l ; the com-b i n a t i o n o f t h e s e e f f e c t s c a ncause abnormal l e v e l s of stress.S t r e s s i s a normal c o n d i t i o nand we humans have normalr e spon s e s to s t r e s s that — origi-n a l l y at least - were de s igned toh e l p u s c o p e p h y s i c a l l y w i t hshort term emergencies. RobertS a p o l s k y , w r i t i n g i n h i s book" W h y Z e b r a s D o n ' t G e t U l c e r "notes that " for a t e r r i f i e d zebra

s p r i n t i n g away f r o m a l i o n , astressor is an i m m e d i a t e p h y s i c a le m e r g e n c y , a n d t h e s t r e s sre spons e ( r a p i d h e a r t b e a t , surgeof a d r e n a l i n e ) i s b r i l l i a n t l y a d a p -
tive. But, modern humans turn onthe same response when we f e e ls t r e s s ed out about the m o r t g a g e... at t h o s e t i m e s , the s t r e s s -re sponse is anything but h e l p f u l . "S t r e s s comes in two var i e t i e s :acute - such as that zebra run-ning across the p l a i n s , and chron-ic - such as that worry over the
mor tgage , t h e j o b , t h e c h i l d r e nand our h e a l t h . P s y c h o s o c i a lstress is chronic stress that can bed e f i n e d as the e f f e c t s of changesthat go beyond the c a p a c i t y ofour m i n d s , our s p i r i t s , and our
social networks to s i m p l y a d a p t -How much stres s we exper i ence
re late s d i r e c t l y to how we see theevent o r s i tua t i on a n d i t ' s conse-quences, and the degree of con-trol that we f e e l we have. T h i s isan i m p o r t a n t p o i n t to c on s id e r:
uncertainty and the p e r c e p t i o n ofl i t t l e c ontro l m a g n i f y s t r e s s o r s ,e s p e c i a l l y when they are ongo-
ing.E x p o s u r e t o h a z a r d o u s sub-s t a n c e s such as a s b e s t o s cans tres s us p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y in sev-eral ways c r ea t ing , for e x a m p l e ,concerns for our h e a l t h and s a f e -
ty; uncertaint ie s due to the l o n g

incuba t ion p e r i o d f or d i s e a s e s t o
d e v e l o p ; c o n f l i c t s b e t w e e ng r o u p s of p e o p l e who see the sit-
uat ion d i f f e r e n t l y ; and g r i e f overthe l o s s of loved ones, trust andf i n a n c i a l s ecuri ty. W h e n s tre s sor sare not p h y s i c a l , but p s y c h o l o g i -
c a l , we need to f i n d ways toa d a p t that d o n ' t send o u r bod i e sinto f r i g h t o r f l i g h t . S u c c e s s f u l l ya d a p t i n g t o p s y c h o s o c i a l s t r e s smeans f i n d i n g ways to leam news k i l l s , to bu i ld or rebui ld our s e l festeem, and to grow as ind iv idu-
als and communities.When a community or group ofp e o p l e are impac t ed by s i tuat ionsl i k e the s e created by hazardoussubstance exposures , it is impor-tant that both the p h y s i c a l and thep s y c h o l o g i c a l e f f e c t s are recog-nized and a d d r e s s e d . F r o m thes t a n d p o i n t o f p s y c h o s o c i a l s tress,
the f i r s t p r i n c i p l e to recognize isthi s: that this is a normal reactionto an abnormal s i t u a t i o n . F r o mthat u n d e r s t a n d i n g it may be pos-s i b l e to begin to look at ways inwhich both g r o u p s and i n d i v i d u -
als can regain some of the senseo f c o n t r o l t h a t h a s been l o s t .Exper i ence in other communitiest h a t have s u f f e r e d t o x i c e x p o -sures i l l u s t r a t e s that th e soonerp e o p l e receive o u t s i d e acknowl-e d g e m e n t of what has occurred
a n d i t s s e v e r i t y ; r e l i a b l e a n daccurate i n f o r m a t i o n about the irrisks and e x p e c t a t i o n s ; and assur-ances that they w i l l be h e l p e d ,

S3 Overwhelming emotions such as: sadness, anger, g u i l t , anxie ty,
d epr e s s i on and gr i e f .
B Physical prob l ems such as: headaches, muscle tension, impairedimmune system, high blood pressure, shortness of breath and s l e e p -
lessness.
• T h i n k i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s such as: confu s ion, diminished ab i l i ty to con-centrate; loss of memory; over worry; intrusive thoughts; shortened
attention span; and apathy.
H Behavioral changes such as: decreased work a b i l i t y ; wi thdrawal
f rom f r i e n d s and f a m i l y ; a p p e t i t e changes; irri tabi l i ty; increase indrug and/or alcohol use; dis turbed s l e e p ; and creating c o n f l i c t in rela-
t ionship s .

the sooner they begin to regainsome of th e i r sense of c on t ro l .And, - whatever the s tres sors -as p e o p l e regain some sense ofcontrol and empowerment , theirlevel of stress decreases and they
can begin the work of adap t ing .If you are among those in ourcommunity who have d i r e c t l y f e l t
the i m p a c t s of exposure, remem-ber, symptoms such as those l i s t -ed ( s e e b o x ) are normal reac-t i o n s , and t h e r e i s h o p e f orr e l i e v i n g them. IE r e s p o n s e t or e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e c ommuni tyn e e d s , a s u p p o r t g r o u p ha s

r e c e n t l y been o r g a n i z e d . Whithere are no easy s o l u t i o n schronic s t r e s s , many p e o p l e if i n d h e l p in an a tmosphere whethey can share exper i ence s , loses and i n f o r m a t i o n about whworks a n d what d o e s n ' t . I f y >
are interes ted in che ck ing out tg r o u p , you can c o n t a c t LauS e d l e r at 293-0180.Information for this article y,provided by Dr. Pam Tucker a
Jan Shubert, M.S.W., of tA.T.S.D.R. and the E.P.A. at iCommunity Workshops giv
here in June.
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By RAY STOUTWestern News ReporterThe test p e o p l e are asked to sayya§ to is a p o s i t i v e e x p e r i e n c e ,••Cording to three Libby re s ident s*;|llto have gone through the screening^jjf Asbestos-related health woes.Sf The hour-and-a-half exam seemedi smooth with nothing to f r e t, maid Stacey Boardner.were very thorough down1" said Boardner, 28, who was •I to asbestos while growing up"I think that they p r e t t yI covered all the bases. It was a|«perience."bo Interview, l u n g - f u n c t i o n test; X-rays are being o f f e r e d toI who spent six months or more1 between about 1922 and theD, when the nearby vermi-

cul i t e mine ceased operation.The a sbe s to s , a b y - p r o d u c t f r o mthe mine, was i n a d v e r t e n t l y carriedinto town by miners and millworkers.About 4,500 p e o p l e and countinghave signed up for the test, accordingt o S h a r o n C a m p o l u c c i o f th e U.S.A g e n c y f o r T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s andDisease Registry, which is overseeing
the program.Boardner — one of 1,792 p e o p l e
t e s t e d as of Aug. 3 a c c o r d i n g toCampolucc i - lost both her maternalg r a n d p a r e n t s t o a s b e s t o s i s . H e rgrand fa th e r worked at the mine andhis w i f e breathed the dust he broughthome on his c lothes , she said.Boardner and her s i b l i n g s p l a y e don the baseball f i e l d s near the vermi-c u l i t e l o a d i n g f a c i l i t y . T h e materialalso lay on her family's garden where

it served as a soil condit ioner, shesaid. And she and her brother used tol i g h t the h o m e - i n s u l a t i o n materialwith a match to watch it pop.In sp i t e o f her history, she wasn'tnervous d u r i n g the t e s t , Boardnersaid. The interview was basically thesame as the questions asked her in thepre-screening te lephone interview.And her breathing test made herlungs look normal, she was to ld.Ed Winkler had a d i f f e r e n t route ofexposure. A Libby resident for 21year s , he v i s i t ed the mine, m i l l ,screening and l o a d i n g f a c i l i t i e s as a
t e lephone serviceman.Winkl er said he f e l t "very comfort-able" during the test."They were very pro f e s s i onal , verye f f i c i e n t , very knowl edgeab l e , very.h e l p f u l , " he said. "Everybody was so

e f f i c i e n t and everybody was so kind,I jus t didn't have any anxiety."Nor does he f r e t as he awaits thetest results, he said. Those are expec t-ed to be mailed to the screenee aboutthree months a f t e r the tes t ing date."I f e e l like I'm no d i f f e r e n t than Iwas before the test," Winkler said. "If e e l l ik e I ' m very hea l thy a n d I ' mgoing to continue to be healthy, andI'm sure th e tests will prove that out."There' s a l i t t l e more unease withK e l l y O ' B r i e n , however. T h e l i f e t i m eresident has lived in about nine dif-ferent houses in Libby and used thevermiculite in h e l p i n g reinsulate hisf a t h e r ' s house.He also p l a y e d as a ch i ld in thevermiculi te p i l e s around town. Andh i s w i f e ' s la t e f a t h e r , whose housethe c o u p l e l i v e d in for a w h i l e ,

worked at the mine.W h i l e he f o u n d no m a j o r prob l emswith the t e s t i n g routine, he waits forthe re su l t s with some fear." Y o u s t i l l have that l i t t l e b i t o f' W e l l , when a r e y o u g o i n g t o g e tyour clean b i l l of h ea l th or whatev-
e r ? ' " O ' B r i e n said. " I t ' s t h e mysteryof not knowing. It s t i l l makes a per-
son a l i t t l e bit edgy, I guess."F o r smoker s , a c c o r d i n g t oATSDR, the risk of a sbe s to s-re lateddisease is much greater. O'Brien saidhe hasn't smoked since January - hisk id s pu shed him to s t o p , he said -while W i n k l e r is a non-smoker.Boardner smokes and is aware ofthe heightened risk.

" I ' v e been c o n s i d e r i n g q u i t t i n gforever," she said with a laugh. "I j u s t \ ;haven't gotten around to it." -,
She started thinking about a s b e s t o s ' r ,while watching her grandmother s u f - ; r jfer for about nine years, she said.;.W i t n e s s i n g that "really brought me to*,reality." «>•.But waiting for her test results i sn'thworrying her, she said. Either a prob-<i<:

lem wi l l come or it won't. .£••Broadner said she' s come to termsr/.with the p o s s i b i l i t y of having heal th
problems. .'"But if it goes to the next genera- htion, to my nieces or my nephews ormy daughter, there's no excuse whyit should've gone that far," she said.



Qiiest&nsan<l Answers•about ksbestds a M I i P A ' s Investigation
Q: W h a t M n d % f i i t i b r i i i o n ^ at the Conference on;Asbes to s and Public H f e a l t h in September?

A: Conference planners asked Libby area residents to rank presentation topics for theconference nowscheduled on September 21, 22 and 23. From the surveys received, the top tenissues were: . ; -W--:'.-. ,• . ; ..
1. Explanation of asbestos-related i l lne s s and general health e f f e c t s2. Asbestos and children . -.;
3. Asbestos information for the homeowner4. Living with asbestos related i l lne s s -* :5. Inspec tor General: who knew what when?6. Risk assessment and risk communication - , .7. Occupational vs. non-occupational exposure8. C l a r i f y i n g roles and responsibi l i t ie s of the agencies involved9. Education on diagnosis vs. screening, arid10. Informat i on on environmental sampling and update on cleanups
T h e s e and other important t op i c s will be covered during the 3-day conference.
The conference dates are S e p t e m b e r 21, 22, 23. Mark your calendars!
Please watch for more detai l s on the conferenee. The location, agenda and registration forms :willbe avai lable soon. ; . - . , , . }

For more information call: IVendy Thomi at 406-441 -1150 ext 241 or
" DianaHammerat 1-800-227-8917ext6601

\ 4000



Office of Inspector General Inquiry Into EPA's
Past Actions Concerning Asbestos Hazards in Libby

Environmental Protection Ageng? Office of Inspector General
Visit to Obtain Citizen Input

The Office of Inspector General will explain our review
process at the August 10, 2000, Community Advisory Group

(CAG) Meeting and during the following sessions.
Where: Central Administration Building724 Louisiana Avenue, Libby, Montana

When: Tuesday, August 15,2000
10:00 am -12:00 pm and 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Shouldyou desire an individual interview onAugustlSor 16,
please sign-up at the CA G meeting or at EPA's Information Center.

: The hours:forindividual interviews will be from 8:00am to 10:00am
and from l:3Qpm to 5:00pm on Tuesday, August 15 and Wednesday, August 16.

For more information, please call Fran Tafer, Team Leader at 202-260-2428
Environmental Protection Agency

Office of Inspector General
Libby, Montana Inquiry



EPA a t t e m p t i n g to resolve issues
By BRENT S H R U MWestern News ReporterT h e Environmental P r o t e c t i o nA g e n c y is m a k i n g an a t t e m p t toc l ear access to the f o rmer vermi-c u l i t e mine s i t e w i t h h o p e s o favo id ing the court system, accord-ing to EPA on-scene c o o r d i n a t o rPaul Peronard."The last thing we want to do iswin in court but not get thec l eanups moving," Peronard said.W.R. Grace has barred the EPAf r om the former Z o n o l i t e Mine siteand o t h e r p r o p e r t y owned byK o o t e n a i Deve lopment Corp., f o l -l o w i n g t h e c o m p a n y ' s recent pur-chase o f two-thirds o f K D C ' s stock.I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e mine, K D Cowns former Grace proper ty next toand across the river f r o m RaintreeNursery. That p r o p e r t y is part of anEPA-mandated c l eanup operation.Grace c i t ed concerns with per-sonal in jury l i a b i l i t y issues and withE P A ' s p r o p o s a l t o return asbestos-contaminated materials to the minesite. An attorney for the f irm c a l l e dan E P A - p r o p o s e d access agreement"an uncons t i tu t i onal taking of pri-vate property for pub l i c use withoutdue p r o c e s s and j u s t c ompensa-tion."The EPA has broken access dis-cussions into three parts - access tothe mine site and other KDC prop-ert ie s f o r i n v e s t i g a t i v e p u r p o s e s ,access to the river p r o p e r t i e s forcleanup act ivi t ie s , and access to themine s i t e f or th e d i s p o s a l o f

a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e d m a t e r i a l sremoved d u r i n g t h e c l e a n u p o fother sites."The idea is to separate out theseissues to see if we can resolve someof them in the short term," Peronardsaid.Peronard said he h o p e s theaccess issues wi l l be re so lved with-in three weeks."I th ink some are g o i n g to beeasier than others , even f r o m anenforcement standpoint," he said.Access for investigations is sim-p l e , Peronard said."We have a right to inve s t i ga t ethat p r o p e r t y , i t ' s very clear," h esaid.Access to the former mine prop-erty for d i s p o s a l o f c on taminat edmaterials is a thornier issue. Graceis seeking compensat ion for the useof the site, but the EPA's po s i t i on i sthat Grace i s r e s p o n s i b l e for thecontamination and is not en t i t l ed tocompensation, Peronard said.I n a l e t t e r r e j e c t i n g t h e E P A ' sinitial access p r o p o s a l , Grace attor-ney K e n n e t h Lund r e m i n d e d the

EPA that a l icensed d i s p o s a l f a c i l i t yis a v a i l a b l e in S p o k a n e .Lund t o l d the EPA that Gracew o u l d be w i l l i n g to d i s c u s s anaccess and d i s p o s a l agreement forthe KDC p r o p e r t y and that t ermsw o u l d need to i n c l u d e a p r e c i s ede s c r ip t i on of the p r o p e r t y the EPAwishes to enter, a d e s c r i p t i o n ofs p e c i f i c a c t i v i t i e s to be c onduc t edon each p a r c e l , c o m p e n s a t i o n forthe use of land and damage to thep r o p e r t y , a n d i n d e m n i f i c a t i o na g a i n s t l i a b i l i t i e s caused by th eE P A ' s activities .During t h e C i t i z e n s A d v i s o r yG r o u p m e e t i n g T h u r s d a y n i g h t ,Peronard said haul ing contaminatedm a t e r i a l s t o S p o k a n e w o u l d add$4.5 m i l l i o n to the clean-up costs att h e R a i n t r e e N u r s e r y s i t e . T h a tc l e a n - u p is e s t imated to cost $3.4m i l l i o n , u s ing the mine s i t e as ad u m p f o r c o n t a m i n a t e d s o i l a n db u i l d i n g pieces.Peronard said there is a l s o the
danger of haul ing material s as far asS p o k a n e .



& A S K ^ ^ ! ; : ; ; ; ^ ; ; ^ ' : ^ ,;•; , ,•:
Questions arid Answersabout Asbestos and EEA's

Q: Does^R. mine site and associated

A: EPA doesnot believe^a^ C|race ŝ action wiO delay the plansfor c leanujrm Xibby scliedta^clean-up action may changenegotiations *vith Grace over access to 'EPA's actions will be guidtediirst and
publ i c health and the environment. In addition, we •••will-look foropt ions that are the most cost e f i f i e c t ive .

EPA had planned on taking the asbestos contaminated wastef rom the screening p l a n t back to it's source - the mine. If W.R.Grace does not grant access to the mine property for d i spo sa l ,EPA will look at other options. The far ther EPA has to transportthe waste, the more it will cost It would cost EPA an addi t i onal$4.5 million to ship the waste materiial to Spokan(|, "l^ashington.

more in f ormat i on call: i s(|406-44-li5!b ext 241 orDiana H a m m f e r l a t 1-800.227-8917 ex t66Ql
A
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puyi i ;i$ " —
Continued from Page 1"Fortut ia t e ly we have f u n d s to doth e h igh e s t p r i o r i t y c leanups,"L e f t i g said,Dodson said Libby is t h e ; r e g i o n ' stop priority;. He ;^d the ^iiperrur4law requi i f l s EP^fb d e v e l o j p a con£munity' j3jl|ik andJjMit it out $5r,$ubliecomitieiatlpie p ^ f t o s h p u l d - f c e readywithin a|||ntĥ nB sa|d>F a l k , ; f i r p m ^SDR, pid vyithlmore thii| 500 S u p e r f j ^ n d sites,?Libby i s a l i t i i i e j t o p j i f the?iist ' I"We |î e reall^ tr i e f eo workhard to majce this a f s e a f n l e s s opera-tion," Fal l sa id . VThe A^SDiR has overseen theasbestos :fi(8alth Screening programin Libby;., ;As p f; |;hur sday, morethan 1 4 peo:pie hael been'S u cs t

hi

s f f i M

fibers. Thus far, 4 1 peop l emadethe sc• "We^arethis summer :|till leaves a lot ofquestions unanswered," Ealk said."After thi s , s u m m e r ' s te s t ingVthereis a need?|f W&k with you hpre:onthe n e e d 5 f t ) f i l u r t h e r medical test-i n g . " • • : r ; ^ ; | i § f ? , . • • " ' : . . : : ' ; .F a l k ^i^SDR wants to workwith the^;Id61ai medical communityand the citizens' group on what isneeded. "We need to think c a r e f u l l ywhat f o l l o w s through a f t e r this sum-mer," he said.U l t i m a t e l y , the goal is to transi-tion f r o m f e d e r a l to local medicalcontrol of the health programs, hesaid. " v , \ . ' " - • . . , . ' . ' : . " ' • ' • ' ' • ' . 'Itf addition to providing a testingprocedure , F a l k said A T i S D R j i sinterested in studies j d i i h p w similarthe e f f e c t s of trempli te are to otherfonns of asbestos a jo lr ig^ i th a ej|re-fur clinical and pathological studyof the area looking! al; the kinds ofi l lnes se s caused and the relationshipbetween disease and exposure.Falk said ATSI3BL is plannirig onf a c i l i t a t i n g : a ntieeting: to Ibrj ingresearchers togemei on thesissues;Or Hiiizli Sloan. regional director

o f : t h e ; f e d e r a l P u b l i c H e a l t hServices; said* "We will , in factj dowlisiteyer i t t a l c e s , ? ' : „ : ; : , ; . : ; . . ' . .Slban said the emphasis will beon looking ahead. s x /He sugge s t ed '-a needs iassessnient,''whaliJveiriit is you think we need todp b e jpmd the ATSDRV';j Slofin said among; the-issues 1x>look ajt are p eop l e \vi thbutJieal thinsurance and people who need con-tinuing care. ' , ;Rick ;jP|lagi> administrator and
Hpsp; i ta i i - said the new Gerit^ fojriA s b e s t p s Related Diseases, pro-vides some fr e e services but notthings such; as |lT scans.'fWell, i t ' s going to put us in a lot ••.pf nurt," said Bob Dedrick, asbestos

^he&ed(teStirig' ;̂ ind tilaimenri*Gayla Bene f i e ld , asbestos victimadvocate, pointed put the medica-tion;cpi s t s]were keejiiing sonie pep-... ..Lent.1

' ' I f w e catvda i t within t h e clinic,we will do it," Palagi said. "If not.we would have to send you out."Palagi noted the ho spi ta l is toreceive $3.5 oni l l ibn of the $11.5million U.S. Senator Conrad Burnssecured for the community inrecently passed f e d e r a l budget leg-islation. The appropr ia t i on b i l l hasbeen signed by President Clinton.The hospi tal ' s share i s restrictedto construction and in f ra s t ru c tur eimprovement related to the screen-ing program and the development ofthe asbestos center. However, usingmoney from the EPA and contribu-tions from W.R. Grace, the hospitalhas completed needed constructionfor tiow. ;Benefield asked,what the remain-ing $8; million was going to be usedf d r r N o b o d y answered. ;" I t ' s dis tress ing f o r p e o p l e w h oneed he lp to see this money come totown with no accounting at all>" shesaid. "I think \ve should have someinput. At this^point we have; no indi-cation on ho;w its going to be spentand who is goihg tp spend it."

tequest t |riptigh the ' i c^ni ini t t ee;; : ^§|| | __; prpee s s , - Burns; S a i j i ' , rt i^/fnpney^Ayas • ^ ' ^ t ^ p p j if o r e ' e ' o n ^ i n i c ^ d e V i e ^ b y . ^ ; i ^ m e A ^ l B ' ; ' <' ; t h e ;:'C;pmm^n;i^^T;|.e;]i|ty:: council • • - , • Pianj^.si ;^ j . ..,.J,.-.".-.t.-:.,.....:,,.,!,.-..S-«te»,i-. .,«.•«,:...-,- V..... . , ' . . !.i.,...-U .-*•
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v^th. '•'< i>nj$>: tn j e interest;".-as :mat®ing lunds for

,tee stood op and looking

_.„_........... —-/in uiejStidw?n^e saidawaiiing fpr a decision frorn the f ed^.eral f g e j a c i e s a n d ; C A G was not,;;
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i v - , ' A $ K : E P A ! i •- \ ' . ' • " - ' • ' : : ' • • • , ' • • " • ' • . - . . ' , - ' -/ Questions and Answersabout A s e s t o s
Q: Does the EF^t have a f o r m a l record where I can look up documentsabout the asbestos inve s t i ga t i on and c l eanup actions that are happening?

A: "Yes, JEPA -has an Administrative Record that contains all the documents that were used tosupport the cleanup actions EPA is taking in L i b t f j : EPA formally, invitjBS public comment on thisRecord from J u l y 3 0 , 2000 through Septernl>er 1 , 2000. - ' ' ' - ;

at 501 Mineral AVenue, Libby, } t f r 5 9 9 2 3 , Phone: 406-293-6194
11) EPA Record Center, S u p e r f u n d Reference Desk, 999 l£th Street, Suite 50Q, Denver, GO
;;«0202-2466. Phone: 303-312-6473 . . . , { ' ; • " ;

|| Please send or deliver any comments on the Administrative Recordtd: .! ERA Information Center •
6 5Q1 Mineral Avenue ; ; ; ..

59923-1957 ' . " . " . • - . • • : • -..'.^-. • • • • . • ••<'i':'::''-:'.:-'^'^--.-;'.. ' .
EPA also maintains copies of other doeuments in l o b b y ' s EPA Information Center which are not a
part bf the administrative record but which could provide use ful information to residents: These
documents include fact sheets, press releases, con-espondeneeyineeting s^
Please s top by the information center to view mese documents ; of make copies. If you do notsee, something that you are looking for, please ask our Information Center s t a f f to assistyou.
For more in format i on cal l: W e n d y T h o n i i iat 406--44lsll50

Diana SairtBBeir ^ai
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C e n t e r f o r A s b e s t o s D i s e a s e s
o p e n s near P r o m p t Care
t o p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l s e rv i c e s

T h e n e w C e n t e r f o r A s b e s t o sR e l a t e d Disease s in L i b b y opened
M o n d a y t o p r o v i d e c l i n i c servicesto p e o p l e who need d i a g n o s i s andc o o r d i n a t i o n o f care f o r a n yasb e s t o s r e la t ed d i s ea s e s .

" T h e s c r e en ing c u r r e n t l y b e i n gdone by the ATSDR is an i m p o r t a n t
f i r s t s t e p , but it does not g iv e a per-s o n a f i n a l d i a g n o s i s , " s a i d D r .Brad B l a c k , c en t er d i r e c t o r . "Our
center i s aimed a t h e l p i n g p e o p l e
t a k e t h e next s t e p t o f i n d o u t f o r
c e r t a i n i f t h e y h a v e : i n a s b e s t o sr e l a t e d d i s e a s e , a n d i f s o , h e l p th emd e v e l o p a care p l a n . "

The c enter i s l o c a t e d in one o f
t h e t w o m o d u l a r b u i l d i n g s s ou th o fS t . ' J o h n ' s P r o m p t C a r e B u i l d i n g ,
3 0 8 L o u i s i a n a A v e . T h e b u i l d i n g
c l o s e s t t o L o u i s i a n a A v e n u e i s
where t h e A T S D R s c r e e n i n g i sb e i n g c o n d u c t e d . T h e b u i l d i n gbehind t h a t to the west is where the
center i s l o c a k - d . G l a c i e r Ear, N o s ea n d T h r o a t C l i n i c a n d G l a c i e r Eye.C l j n i c v i s i t i n g s p e c i a l i s t s a l so haveo f f i c e s in t h e same b u i l d i n g a s t h ecenter.

B l a c k , w h o w i i ! s t a f f t h e centera l o n g w i i h Pat Cohan, RN, who i s
t h e p r o g r a m c o o r d i n a t o r f o r t h e
c e n t e r , and R u t h M i l l e r , who i s a
m e d i c a l a s s i s t a n t .I n h i s r u l e a s C o u n t y H e a l t hO f f i c e r , B l a c k h a s been c l o s e l y
i n v o l v e d i n a l l a s p e c t s o f t h e cur-rent s c r e e n i n g p r o g r a m and th ee s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the new center. Heh a s a l s o w o r k e d i n c o o p e r a t i o nwi th l o c a l p h y s i c i a n s and a number
o f - p u l m o n u r y s p e c i a l i s t s who haveh a n d l e d many o f the L i b b y asbestos
p a t i e n t s i n t h e p a s t , i n c l u d i n g D r .
A l a n W h i t e h o u s e o f S p o k a n e . A l lo f t h e p h y s i c i a n s i n L i b b y bav-e
been i n v o l v e d i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n tof the center.

"Our ro l e is not to t a k e the p l a c e
o f a p u l m o n a r y s p e c i a l i s t i n ap a t i e n t ' s t r e a t m e n t p l a n , o r t o t a k et h e p l a c e o f t h e i r p r i m a r y care
phys i c ian ," B l a c k said. "But thereare a number of s ervice s we canp r o v i d e here i n L i b b y that d o n ' trequire a spe c ia l i s t ' s l evel o f care,

t h a t ran best he H o n e in one

M y w o r k i n g U n s c - l y w i l d
W . h i t e b o u s e a n d ( h e p a i i c n l ' s t c g t i
l a r p h y s i c i a n , B l a c k w i l l work w i t hp a t i e n t s t o g e t a d i a g n o s i s a n di n f o r m them o f t h e i r o p t i o n s f o r f o l -l o w - u p care, i n c l u d i n g r e f e rra l to a
s p e c i a l i s t i f n e e d e d .B e s i d e s d i a g n o s t i c a n d r e f e r r a l
s e rv i c e s , t h e c e n t e r w i l l h e a b l e t o
h e l p s c h e d u l e p a t i e n t s f o r f o l l o w - u p
v i s i t s o r s c r e e n i n g s when n e e d e d .B t a f f w i l l a l s o p r o v i d e f r e e o n g o i n g
e d u c a t i o n o n a v a r i e t y o f t o p i c s ,
a n d some c o u n s e l i n g s e r v i c e s w i l l
a l s o be p r o v i d e d .T h e f i r s t v i s i t a t t h e c l i n i c w i l l
i n c l u d e an i n i t i a l p h y s i c i a n evalua-t i o n and a review of the r e s u l t s oft h e A T S D R s c r e e n i n g , w h i c hi n v o l v e s a s i m p l e s p i r o m e t r y testand several chest x-rays. Evalua t i on
services w i l l be p r o v i d e d at no costt o t h e p a t i e n t . I f a d d i t i o n a l t e s t s ,such as a c o m p l e t e PPT and CT
s t u d i e s , or a d d i t i o n a l f o l l o w - u p vis-its are r e c o m m e n d e d , these servicest y o u l d b e b i l l e d a t t h e c u r r e n t l yE s t a b l i s h e d r a t e s a p p l i e d t o these
s e r v i c e s .The charge s would q u a l i f y t o b es u b m i t t e d f o r p a y m e n t t o t h ep a t i e n t ' s m e d i c a l insurance, o r t o
i h e G r a c e M e d i c a l P l a n f o r tho se
( | u a l i f i e d by Grace.F u n d i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h ec o m p l e t e PPT and CT te s t s are cur-

r e n t l y b e i n g a d d r e s s e d b y U . S .S e n a t o r Max Baucus, the EPA andthe ATSDR. At this t ime the onlyf i rm commitment on f u n d i n g is thatCT scans wi l l be o f f e r e d at no costto those i n d i v i d u a l s j u d g e d to be ina h i g h exposure category and hav-( ing s p e c i f i c s y m p t o m s . Any t e s t scovered by government f u n d s w i l lnot be b i l l e d to the pa t i en t s or their
insurance plan.The center will be open i n i t i a l l yon M o n d a y s and T h u r s d a y s f r om 9a.m. to noon, and 1-4 p.m.A d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e hours w i l l b ea d d e d as n e e d e d . . A p p o i n t m e n t s at
the center can be made by c a l l i n g
293-9274.



tal p a r t l c i -iiv the niurder of its f'

$ < l f ; f e f e . ^t^SS^llifpti^lli^i^l^ge was toto cut' k n d t oagencies,
e bigges ts andbetter

that at the time this &tu<iy andresearch was-ongbia^, L PeterGrace (W.R, ©race owner andp r e s i d e n t ) was- s i t t i n g at theright hand of President RonaldReagan writing wha;t was to be-come known as the Iprace C o j t n -

onhow
t&at, V M 3 , l f » . : : r ) ' a ; , ; : ' . - - p * . • .W e l l , the f ir s t thing" tha|1iajp-::pened was that f u n d i n g was cutf o r . t h e investigative arms 6 f .these agencies designed to prb-tect American c i t izens and com-munities. A p r e t t y good deal.No f u n d i n g brings aboutchanges in priorit ies and em-

i jn f lu er i c e on President Measan• ' " ' . • .~.;':-..:--::t:;. ; } ; . : - • ' • • ; . ' , . " . • . ; , ' . ' • • : J , . ; ' « % ? • : ; . . . : : ;
p h a s j s , '* ; -(j fa^ was s i j c c e s s f u l in s h i j i t -t j i l g ' ' ^ ^ ' ' ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ i n t h e earf}?;li>80*sby jni i i i enQing the Presi-deni and his ^gency direc tor s :to. ' . t i r s inSRf £yrV^n&s; ' R e s e a r c |wil l show you that br. Bani^swanted tp come td Libby andistart a f u l l blown study andiin-v e s t i g a t i p n ori why lungix-rayswet^thowing abnormal m theLibby CJrac e mine workers. !'/iAii of a S u d d e n Dr. Banks'p r o j e c t was shut down and fewas trans f erred. I think y o u ; w i l lalso înd that 3. Pje t er Grace|K W p ! r k i n | w f f i ' P r e ^ f d e n t Rea|an,i r i f i i i ehCed this p r p j e c t shut^down and the t r a h s f e r of Dr;

M d s t of us who have loved
ones and f a m i l y members deadpr d y i f t g at the hands of ;W.R.Grace know what "happened Sn

t f i e SO'^/Ndw i t Is \ipio youand others to cbhie f o r t h in ^ allhonesty and l e t , i th e rest of thel^l^rli l i ibXJb^ Industry f edsuch a c ompe l l ing i n f l u e n c e on
j f l u e p c e that; d k e c t l f , l ed to thedea^h-of so ,manyj hai4 workingd,|he

. .J^am asking j t p v i |p npt onlyp p e n r n i i r j t d e d y p a f t i c i p a j t e i j i I h e' tp;,a,s the a p p j c p p r i a t e , cpitn^mi f t e e shair to hold House and .Senate t j eawgis ?on; the matter. ; Iwould suggest to you t b j s issue
than j f A l G o r e ' s e-mail d i sap-peared fay spr t t e sirti^let p l o t . ?I -am looking forward to your

' "



T h e . W e s t e r n N e w s .

EPA o f f e r s h a z a r d o u s mat er ia l s course
T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n

A g e n c y i s s p o n s o r i n g a w e e k l o n gt r a i n i n g course f o r h a z a r d o u s wasteo p e r a t i o n s and a o n e - d a y aware-
ness s e s s i o n f o r p e o p l e w i t h c on-
c e r n s a b o u t a s b e s t o s i n t h e i rhomes.

T h e h a z a r d o u s waste course w i l l
run f r o m 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. T u e s d a y ,
J u l y 2 5 , t h r o u g h F r i d a y , J u l y 2 8 , a t
t h e V F W h a l l i n L i b b y .T h e a s b e s t o s awarenes s s e s s i onis s c h e d u l e d for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
S a t u r d a y , July 29, at a l o c a t i o n to
be announced.T h e 40-hour h a z a r d o u s was t e
t r a i n i n g s e s s i o n s a t i s f i e sO c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y a n d H e a l t h
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r
work at hazardous waste s i te s suchas the f o r m e r W.R. G r a c e minep r o c e s s i n g areas. It covers t o p i c s
such as p r o t e c t i v e equipment, howto respond in emergency s i tua t i on sand how to stay s a f e in hazardousworking condi t i on s ."All the contractors that work for
us have been through th i s training,"said t h e E P A ' s W e n d y T h o m i .T h e t r a i n i n g course i s f r e e f o rp e o p l e w h o have a l r e a d y been
h i r e d for work at the s c r e en ingp l a n t s i t e . O t h e r s m a y t a k e t h e
course but w i l l be required to pay a
f e e o f around $200, T h o m i said.The f ee for the course would regu-
l a r l y be about three t imes that, she
s a id ." I t ' s important f o r them t o knowt h a t i t ' s n o t g o i n g t o g u a r a n t e ethem a job with EPA," T h o m i sa id," i t ' s go ing t o h e l p them."

The course covers various type s
o f h a z a r d o u s m a t e r i a l s , n o t j u s t
a sbe s to s . Once the 40-hour course
is t a k e n , annual eight-hour re fre sh-
er courses are required to main ta in
c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

S a t u r d a y ' s a s b e s t o s a w a r e n e s ss e s s i o n i s f r e e . T h e s e s s i o n i sd e s i g n e d t o p r o v i d e i n f o r m a t i o nu s e f u l t o homeowner s who may
have asbes tos in t h e i r homes.

T o p i c s t o b e c overed i n c l u d e
i d e n t i f y i n g a s b e s t o s , h o w t oremove i t , d i s p o s a l a n d p e r s o n a ]
p r o t e c t i o n .

" H o p e f u l l y i t w i l l answer a l o t o f
q u e s t i o n s f or p e o p l e who are f a c e d
w i t h a s b e s t o s i n t h e i r homes ,"T h o m i sa id .

M o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d r e g i s t r a -t i o n f o r m s f o r b o t h t h e t r a i n i n gcourse and the awareness s e s s i ona r e a v a i l a b l e a t t h e E P A ' s in f orma-t i o n center at 501 Minera l Ave.



S U P P O R T GROUP
F O R I N D I V I D U A L S I M P A C T E D B Y A S B E S T O S

W h o : S p o n s o r e d b y S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l a n d E R A
F a c i l i t a t e d by Ann M a r t i n , M . S . W . and Laura S e d l e r , B.S.W.

W h a t : P s y c h o - S o c i a l S u p p o r t G r o u p f o r I n d i v i d u a l s I m p a c t e d b y Asbe s t o s
S a m p l e T o p i c s :

R e c o g n i z i n g Chronic S t r e s s
L e a r n i n g t o C o p e w i th I l l n e s s

Regaining C o n t r o l
H e a l i n g f r o m Loss

W h e n : 2nd and 4th W e d n e s d a y s of the M o n t h , 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
F i r s t session: J u l y 2 6 . N o Charge

W h e r e : 415 L o u i s i a n a Ave., L i b b y , MT 59923
How: Contact Laura S e d l e r a t St . John' s Communi ty Outreach 3-0180

"St. John' s , and th e medical communi ty have r e cogniz ed th e enormous
impac t s of asbestos exposure on emot ional as we l l as phy s i ca l hea l th .
T h i s s u p p o r t group w i l l f o c u s on h e l p i n g p e o p l e t o recognize these
i m p a c t s and to d i s cover t o g e t h e r p o s i t i v e ways of r e g a i n i n g control
over the ir lives."



City air inSnitc^iitig^sliows no detecl
• EPA to deve lop newmethodology for t e s t inghome insulation e f f e c t s

By ROGER MORRISWestern News PublisherA* »ijoiinrii>g tests in the Libby areaopocid My asbestos part ic le s butat fcaftfc far area homes insu-«iU have to wait 5-6

months, said Paul Peronard, emergencyresponse team leader for the EnvironmentalProtection Agency.
Peronard released the latest round of testresults for air monitoring and the testresults for air and dust in homes during ameeting Thursday at Memorial Gym.Air samples were taken from test sitesDear McGrade S c h o o l , Plummer Schoo l ,Libby C i t y Hall, the courthouse and RaineyCreek.
"The only place w e ' v e detected f ibers in

the air, to no surprise, is down by the oldscreening plant and up on Rainey CreekRoad," he said. "There was no detect at therest of the sites for all f i b e r s , which is nosurprise."Peronard said the f i b e r detection nearRainey Creek was no surprise since theE P A ' s contractor, MarCorp h a s begunclean-up at the old screening p/ant location,what had more recently been RaintreeNursery. The road leads up to the formerW.R. Grace vermiculite mine. The vermi-

culite contains actinolite-tremolite asbestosfibers, which when inhaled cause a varietyof adverse health e f f e c t s such as asbesiosisand lung cancers."What I get from this is there is no evi-dence of f i b er s at large in Libby," Peronardsaid. "I didn't see anything that shockedme."The EPA is less sure about samplestaken from homes, gardens, driveways and
See EPA te s t ing on Page 8

PA test ing
."It's me of the quandaries »eve hoc;" be said of the frequcat-question: ' I s m y house

f to tell you now, yesinsulation has asbestosit,* be satd, warning peop l e noti air « «p or remove it wi thout
rst Maim precautions.tested 85 more housesLibby, f i n d i n g fibersi . Sfctccni of the houses,

ypc
f i b e r s , thein the vermiculite oncet Lobby, were detected in,9 hones »iifa 11 residences hav-n£ fibers less than 5 microns and[0 rcsadtBses with f i b er s between 5ioa Idwcnns.Of t f c e 85 residences s a m p l e d ,cbrttocik fibers were found in 69boom. Of these, f ibers between 5and 10 •jkroos were found in 23bonnes -ftr 1- fibers greater than 10micro** were f o u n d in 17 resi-deooev According to available sci-

coiifk information, chrysoti le f ibersare fa i r ly common in the industrial-ized wortd-"A lot of the houses are comingback clean," Peronard said. "To behonest with you, I don't know whatto make of it."Unt i l recently, it was generallybe l i eved that t r emo l i t e asbestosf iber s shorter than 10 microns wereof no risk but f i b e r s longer con-tained the same degree of risk."Nobody believes that anymore,"Peronard said.H e said t h e E P A ' s labs a r ereport ing problems detecting thesmaller fibers, even when they areknown to exist in a sampling."Even though sample results willsay zero to trace f iber s , you're notreal ly out of the woods," he said."We need to upgrade the riskassessment m e t h o d o l o g y , "Peronard continued.He said the U n i v e r s i t y o fC a l i f o r n i a is working on a riskassessment model based on thelength of the f iber and the type offiber. It will have to come before a

s c i e n t i f i c peer review b e f o r e theEPA can use it."It could be 5-6 months be forethe EPA can answer the question ofis a house safe," Peronard said.Even then, he's not sure the EPA:will have answers on the short!fibers, which may require testing on ianimals for a longer period of time, i"I think really it's the only way;you get at that," he said. ;I t wi l l also require t h e E P A t o ' -study several scenarios mimicking'real l i f e such as people going into.;their at t i c s or crawl space s to;retrieve stored items or to do' ,remodeling work. ;;t"Once we do these things, I can1'give you a better answer about your:;;house," he said.Unti l then, the EPA is warning.;homeowners that i t ' s dangerous t O "handle the vermiculite insulation. -The EPA is sponsoring a class on"July 29, for anyone interested, on|s a f e l y h a n d l i n g th e vermiculi te:insulation. For more information«contact the EPA Information O f f i c e ••in Libby at 293-6194. -



L i b b y ' s inedical
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w"nSchliae,^ C r a v t f f o r d said. "While

;i Alt s Building (aka Prompt ^^as gpod.as the hospitel ' s; both.places" " ~ ' ~ ' - "
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N e w X - f a y
Continued from Page 1B e s i d e s the X-ray machine, theprogram also has a high-quali ty CTscanner, Becker said. That might beused for p e o p l e whose chest X-raysshow abnormal i t i e s or other signsof asbestos-related diseases, such asasbestosis ," m e s o t h e l i o m a or l u n gcancers.T h o s e p e o p l e w i l l i b e asked t oundergo a d d i t i b i i a l t e s t i n g . A n d thel e s s- than^a-year-old[scanner, "oneof the best CT scanners avai lab l eanywhere," takes images;, in a frac-tion of the time the old scanner did,Becker said.S t o r i n g ; i > f : X - r a y s - and sharingth em wi th p h y s i c i a n s ' Has "been,enhanced, too, through new :equip-ment the h o s p i t a l "bought f or$45,000, Gentry said. : ;A f t e r being screened, a personcan choose to have his image storedat the hospi tal or at the new Centerfor Asbes tos-related Diseases. If hedoes , the image w i l l be stored indig i ta l form. ;That starts with the hard-copy X-ray being scanned into a computerand s tored on a d i s k , said RyanS t e p h e n s , t h e h o s p i t a l ' s informationsy s t ems c oord ina tor . T h e p i c turecan then be viewed by Dr. BradBlack in the center.I t ' s also viewable b y other physi-cians - such as the patient's prima-ry-care doctor or a spec ial i s t - viathe di sk or other e lec tronic trans-mit ta l , Gentry said.Only those d o c t o r s the p a t i e n ts p e c i f i c a l l y permits w i l l be able toview the images.
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Grant C r a w f o r d , i m a g i n g d e p a r t m e n t m a n a g e r f o r S t . J o h l ' l L t t t k f f B IH o s p i t a l , s t a n d s b e s i d e t h e s t a t e - o f - t h e - a r t X-ray m s c b l i tEnvironmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y has p r o v i d e d for, the asbeito* tcrnow under way in Libby. :: ' ?. -
I k *

"When t h e d i g i t a l p i c t u r e i sviewed by a physician, the qual i ty•of the picture is eyeri better than theoriginal X-ray f i lm," S t e p h e n s said."The physician can change the con-trast of the image, zoom in on a. spec i f i c area and ad ju s t the f o c u s asneeded."It makes the i m a g e - e a s i e r toview for the p h y s i c i a n , and u l t i -mately that helps the patient, too."So d o e s b e ing able to send ite l e c t r o n i c a l l y i f D r . A l a nWhit ehou s e -- a lung sp e c ia l i s t hiSpokane - needs to see a patient's

image, it can be sent aaliatfy,"We can send an lm«|f jW h i t e h o u s e almost at »OCcomes out of the X-rayS t e p h e n s said. };.-'W h i l e cyberradiograptcommon in large U.S.very few rural ones have ithe capacity so far, Palagl I"Considerm^ourtion, and the many healtlin our area, we f e e l thatnology wil l be a b ene f i t tojwho lives liere for yean "Palagi said. ;;
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EPA encouraging screening for f ormer L i t t l e
B > B R U N T S H R L M\ V e s t e — \ - - . s f R e p o n e r

F a c e d v»::r. :r.ore q u e s t i o n st h a n a n i v - t r ; i ' r o j t t h e r i s k s
a s s o c i a t e - . s i : h a i r b o r n e
a s b e s t o s i : : r . e f o r m e r L i t t l e
L e a g u e f i e l d s : r . L l ' r b > . t h e E P A
i s e n c o c r a g ' . r . i a n y o n e w h o
s p e n t t i m e t h e r e ".: p a r t i c i p a t e in
an o n g o i n g r r . e d . c 2 i s c r e en ing
program.' ' Y o u ' r e ge::ir.i 2 1 o n e o f t h ee x p o s u r e s c e n a r i o s :hat we need
the most i n f o r m a t i o n on," saidE P A o n - s c e n e c o o r d i n a t o r Paul
P e r o n a r d .The EPA is av-are o f "a h a l f -
dozen or more r e p o r t s " of p e o p l ewi th a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d i l l n e s s e sw h o s e o n l y k n o w n e x p o s u r e
came f r o m p l a y i n g i n p i l e s o f

v e r m i c u l i t e near t h e b a l l f i e l d s ,Peronard said."Based on t h a t , we t h i n kt h a t ' s a risky e x p o s u r e history,"he said.T h e r i sk s p o s e d b y s i m p l y
b e i n g a t t h e b a l l f i e l d s remainunknown, Peronard sa id .

" I t i s n ' t t h e b a l l f i e l d s them-selves so much but the fac t that
t h e b a l l f i e l d s a r e nex t t o t h eexport plant," he s a id .T h e r e i s some e v i d e n c e thatasbes tos was re leased into the airdur ing the years the export p lan twas in operat ion, Peronard said.W h e t h e r or not b e i n g in c l o s ep r o x i m i t y t o the p l a n t po s ed adanger is one of the goals of thescreening program." T h a t ' s e x a c t l v t h e kind o f

th ing w e ' r e t r y i n g t o f i g u r e out,"Peronard said.The 6-acre area d e s i gna t ed fore x cava t i on as part of the EPA^-m a n d a t e d c l e a n u p o p e r a t i o n atthe export p l a n t e x t end s into theo u t f i e l d area o f t h e b a l l f i e l d s .An area in center f i e l d of onef i e l d showed r e l a t i v e l y high lev-el s o f a sbe s to s contaminat ionand appear s to have been f i l l e din w i th v e r m i c u l i t e at somep o i n t , Peronard said. Other areasaround the o u t f i e l d showed tracel e v e l s o f a sbe s to s , but the i n f i e l darea t e s t ed clean.A n y o n e who l i v e d , work ed ,p l a y e d or went to school w i th in2.5 m i l e s of the f o rmer W.R.Grace v e r m i c u l i t e m i n i n g and
m i l l i n g f a c i l i t i e s or had o ther

e x p o s u r e to v e r m i c u l i t e ore ormat er ia l s b e f o r e operation endedin 1990 is e l i g i b l e to p a r t i c i p a t ein the screening program." I f y o u l i v e d i n / T r o y a n dp l a y e d L i t t l e League i n L i b b ythree days a week, you 'r e e l i g i rble for the screening," he said.T h e s c r e e n i n g p r o g r a m i nL i b b y i s f r e e , b u t money i s n ' ta v a i l a b l e to pay travel expensesfor p e o p l e who have moved outo f th e area, Peronard s a i d .A l m o s t $500,000 has been seta s i d e t o screen f o r m e r L i b b yv e r m i c u l i t e miners and t h e i rf a m i l i e s who r e l o c a t e d to theElko, Nev., area, however.For more in format ion on thescreening program, ca l l 1-800-439-8308.
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A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers

about A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q : I ' d l ike t o s e e more local p e o p l e hired b y EPA. W i l l E P A d o t h i s ?

A: Yes, EPA will hire l o c a l l y whenever we can. EPA c l e a r l y u n d e r s t a n d s t h a i
L i b b y community members want the A g e n c y to pur su e a "local h ir ing p r e f e r e n c e "
p o l i c y . T h e E P A Region 8 S u p e r f u n d Program encourage s h i r i n g p e o p l e f r o m t h el o c a l communi ty as much as p o s s i b l e . We are required to f o l l o w the f e d e r a l
procurement p r o c e d u r e s which, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , s ome t ime s make i t d i f f i c u l t t o h i r e
or pur cha s e s u p p l i e s l o c a l l y . W h e n e v e r p o s s i b l e EPA and i t s c on trac t or s will
c on s id er h ir ing l o ca l f i r m s and i n d i v i d u a l s f or the o n g o i n g work r e l a t e d to theasbe s to s inve s t iga t i on .

We have a l r e a d y engaged several l o ca l c o n t r a c t o r s for s u b c o n t r a c t i n g .
I n s t a n c e s where we have hired l o c a l l y i n c l u d e security at the f o r m e r screening
p l a n t and e l ec tr i cal , p l u m b i n g , f u r n i s h i n g s , and f i x t u r e s contractors at the
b u i l d i n g s a s s o c ia t ed with the m e d i c a l screening. To d a t e , we have s u b c o n t r a c t s
with seven f i r m s f r o m the L i b b y / T r o y / K a l i s p e l l area. We will cont inue to a d v e r t i s i '
l o c a l l y for al l f u t u r e s u b c o n t r a c t s such as the b a c k f i l l and truck ing at the f o r m e r
s cre ening p l a n t . Our p r i m e c on t ra c t o r s are, by nec e s s i ty , large , regional or
national f i r m s s p e c i a l i z i n g in environmental c l e a n u p and invest igation.

If you be l i eve you are e l i g i b l e for a job tha t may be coming up, p l e a s e leave a
one-page d e s c r i p t i o n of work you have done in the p a s t and relevant t r a i n i n g w i t h
L i n d a at the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center.
For more i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l : W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1150 ext 241 or

Diana H a m m e r at 1-800-227-8917 ext 6601



Brigit te G o t t s c h a i l l , o f t h e Denver-based N a t i o n a l J e w i s h M e d i c a l » a d ResearchCenter, blows into a s p i r u m e i e r S a t u r d a y t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e l u a j f u n c t i o n test
f o r p e o p l e s u s p e c t e d t o b e a t r i sk o f a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d di sease.

.. , Iff/two TX«-. ^fSt-^AtfH e a l t h screenings begin
Wednesday in Libby

By RAY STOUTWestern N e w s ReporterBreathe normal ly, Brigit te Got t s cha i l l t e l l s
me as 1 hold the mouthpiece in place."And then j u s t blast it out of your lungs,"
says G o t t s c h a i l l , who operates the spirome-try, or l u n g - f u n c t i o n t e s t , at the screeningf a c i l i t y for asbestos-related disease in Libby." J u s t squeeze, squeeze, squeeze, squeeze,
squeeze, squeeze, unt i l i t ' s a l l out, every lastbit," she says.Draining all 1 ha\e, 1 see the bowl ing ballimage on the L a p t o p c o m p u t e r crash into thetenpins a n d knock them down. T h e b a l l ' sspeed Is an indicator of the s trength of a per-
s o n ' s exhalation.T h e b o w l i n g ball w o n ' t appear f o r a l l o fthe 60-80 p e o p l e per day who w i l l start thethree-step screening process on W e d n e s d a y ,says G o t t s c h a i l l , o f the N a t i o n a l J e w i s hMedical and Research Center in Denver" I t ' s a good incentive f o r some p e o p l e ,but some p e o p l e catch onto it so q u i c k l ythey don't even need the bowling ball," she
says.Gottschaill's s tation is in one of about 15side rooms in a modular b u i l d i n g near theh o s p i t a l , a ke> component of the LibbyCommunity Environmental H e a l t h P r o j e c t .
Media tours o f the f a c i l i t y were given
S a t u r d a y . A b o u t 3,000 p e o p l e are e xpe c t edto be screened in the coming weeks to deter-mine e xpo sur e 10 asbestos f r o m the f ormer
v e r m i c u l i t e mine, s ix m i l e s northeast o ftown.P e o p l e who shovs si.au of a i l m e n t s suchas asbes tos i s , m e s o t n e l i o m a or lung cancerwi l l be n o t i f i e d and recommended for fur-

: . t h r o n g r:' f*|̂ '
Co. or its:'jgiE!cl^si|§<3(tiplite2) peRK^fwltPtM^ll^orkeclor weal; to «hb îl|||̂ |Libby area f fgr|at least a six-nwn^lf^ifiod before Dc|f •31,1990. ••••$jjgK- .-• * ; f !Participants will be n o t i f i e d of ts§itresults by l e t t er about three monthsaf t er their test.To sign up for testing, call tbe Libbyscreening f a c u l t y at 1-800-439-8308.

tesungThe program is headec up o> me I S
Agency for T o x i c Substances and Disease
R e g i s t r > ' . Severa l other en t i t i e s are involvedin the process, which begins with check-in.On Wednesday, peopl e will be pouringthrough the process, says Donna Garland,A T S D R ' s media coordinator."Our goal is to get the tests done in ase f f i c i e n t amount of time as p o s s i b l e , so wed o n ' t have p e o p l e hanging o u t here through-out the day, Garland says.The f ir s t s t e p of the process is for a person
to check in at the l o b b y .F r o m there, p e o p l e w i l l b e c a l l e d into oneof the e ight interview rooms. Myma L u n d y
o f th e Chicago-based N a t i o n a l O p i n i o n

See S c r e e n i n g on P a g e 5



Screen ing-
Continued f r o m Page 1Research Center will escort pa t i en t sbetween s ta t ions .'• In the c o m p u t e r - a s s i s t e d inter-view rooms w i l l be other p e o p l ee m p l o y e d wi th N O R C . T h e y w i l lask the participant to sign a consentform for the voluntary process.T h e i n t e r v i e w w i l l take 35-45minute s , where p e o p l e w i l l b easked about their r e s i d en t ia l , occu-pat i ona l and recreational h i s t o r i e s ,household contacts with miners ormil lworker s , medical h i s t ory andsmoking history.A f t e r that , t h e p a t i e n t w i l l b ebrought to the s p i r o m e t r y room,where G o t t s c h a i l l a d m i n i s t e r s as imple and non-painful test to deter-mine how the p e r s o n ' s air is f l o w -ing. A g e , gender, e t h n i c i t y , he ightand we igh t w i l l be r e c o r d e db e cau s e t h e y a f f e c t a p e r s o n ' s

breathing range, says Gott s chai l l .P e o p l e wil l be given a computerp r i n t o u t of their r e s u l t s - withouti n t e r p r e t a t i o n - i m m e d i a t e l y ,Gott s chai l l says.The lung test is the last s t ep inthe modular b u i l d i n g . The personbeing tested wi l l then be escortedi n t o the P r o m p t Care c l i n i c nextdoor for a chest X-ray.G r a n t C r a w f o r d o f S t . J o h n ' sLutheran H o s p i t a l will take t h r e e ' X -rays, using about 10 minutes.R a d i o l o g i s t . S t e v e n Becker o fSJLH wil l s ee the results f i r s t , thenthe x-rays wil l be sent to other pul-monary readers around the country,Crawford says.Dr. Aubry M i l l e r , regional pub l i ch e a l t h o f f i c e r f o r t h e U . S .Department of H e a l t h and HumanS e r v i c e s , A T S D R ' s parent, notesthe importance of the X-rays."What concerns us most is peo-

pie breathing in the asbestos and thedamage it does to the lungs," M i l l e rsays. "And then t r y i n g to under-stand where the exposure may havecome from."The f inal s tep is community out-reach with Pat Cohan, another St.J o h n ' s s t a f f nurse. Cohan wi l l cal lp e o p l e i f the r e s u l t s ind i ca t e theyneed f o l l o w - u p m e d i c a l care orr e f e r r a l s , and she w i l l t e l l themwhat they might expec t .Being a Libby nurse w i l l be anadvantage " p a r t i c u l a r l y becauseI ' v e worked with t h e phys i c ians a n dhealth-care p r o v i d e r s over at thehospital," Cohan says. "Gives me al i t t l e better rhythm of the medicalcommunity here, which has beenvery s u p p o r t i v e o f t h e w h o l eprocess."Altoge th er , the screening processw i l l take about 1 ' A t o 2 hours ,M i l l e r says.
Out of more than 3,000 e x p e c t e d ,

about 2,700 have signed up f o l l o w -ing an intensive t e l e p h o n e cam-paign, according to Paul Pul l iam ofNORC. About 300-400 peop l e arefrom outside Libby inc luding 50-100 f r o m A l a s k a , L o u i s i a n a ,C a l i f o r n i a , Oregon, N e v a d a andWashington.A p p o i n t m e n t s have been sched-uled through September but wil l gob eyond that i f nece s sary, saidS h a r o n C a m p o l u c c i , A T S D Rd e p u t y director of health studies."The concentrations (of asbestos)in the air were very high throughoutthis community," M i l l e r said."We want to reach as many ofthe communi ty p a r t i c i p a n t s as wecan," he said. "We r e a l l y want tostress to the community to sign up,to cal l in now and make an appo in t-ment, to not wait."We want to r e a l l y keep th i smoving."



EPA o f f i c i a l s seek s e l f investigation
An inves t igat ion into past decisionsabout asbestos hazards associated with

W.R. Grace' s f ormer vermiculi te mine inLibby is being called for by three high-ranking Environmental Protec t ion Agencyo f f i c i a l s ."Questions have been raised by residentsof Libby , government o f f i c i a l s and con-cerned citizens regarding the f e d e r a l gov-e r n g M u t ' s decision record on the Libby ver-rr "^e operations," the three o f f i c i a l sWx - in a J u n e 27 l e t t er to EPA inspectorgeneral N i k k i L. T i n s l e y . "The s e dec i s ionswere made more than 15 years ago when

f edera l p o l i c i e s regarding asbestos contami-nation, remediation and worker s a f e t y werebeing developed."The o f f i c i a l s said decisions made byEPA and other f ed era l agencies need to bereconstructed by .an impartial entity.The l e t t er was signed by RebeccaHanmer, act ing regional admin i s t ra t or tor
t h e E P A ' s Region 8 i n Denver; T i m F i e l d s ,t h e national administrator f o r t h e E P A ' sS u p e r f u n d program; and Susan W a y l a n d ,t h e national manager f o r t h e E P A ' s toxicsubstances program.Recent newspaper reports quoted an

urn-

EPA lexicologis t as suggesting the agencyknew of the dangers of asbestos IS yearsago and had "dropped the ball" in not alert-ing Libby residents."We've had enough publ i c inquiries onthe sub j e c t and it's come up at enough pub-lic meetings that we decided to request aformal investigation," said Paul Peronard,t h e E P A ' s on-scene coordinator f o r i t sactivities in Libby.Tinsley's o f f i c e has been asked to reviewdecisions made not only by the EPA butalso by other f e d e r a l agencies such as theConsumer Product S a f e t y Commission, the

Continued f r o m Page 1Hanmer said. "We and key head-quarters o f f i c i a l s j o i n t l y are ask-ing for this review to answer per-si s tent que s t i on s about E P A ' spast decis ions r egard ing G r a c e ' soperations in Libby and to assurethat any barriers that still ex i s t tosolving serious p u b l i c h e a l t h s i t-uations such as Libby are i d en t i -f i ed."R e p u b l i c a n U . S . R e p . R i c kH i l l j o in ed Hanmer, F i e l d s a n dW a y l a n d in asking the i n s p e c t o rg e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e t o c o n d u c t a n
' i n v e s t i g a t i o n ." T h e s i t u a t i o n i n L i b b > i stragic and if this s tory is accu-rate, t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e E P A t oreact when it f i r s t became awareof the h e a l t h r i sk s to mineemploye e s and r e s i d e n t s demon-s t r a t e s an e x t r a o r d i n a r y andshocking f a i l u r e t o f u l f i l l E P A ' sobligations," Hill wrote in a l e t -ter to T i n s l e y .

Mine S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n anuthe Occupational S a f e t y and H e a l t hAdmini s tra t ion. The goal is to determine itthe agencies acted appropriat e ly based onthe in f ormat i on ava i lab l e to them, Peronardsaid."The idea is so we don't make the samemistakes twice," Peronard said.The inve s t iga t i on w i l l be conductedindependent ly with the EPA "out of theloop," Peronard said."This i s not an 'us versus them' issue,"
See EPA on Page 8



Public N o t i f i c a t i o n
of Past Asbe s t o s Exposure In Libby

Please " S a y ' Y e s 1 t o t h e T e s t ! "
As you have heard, the Agency for Tox i c Subs tance s and Disease Registry(ATSDR) is o f f e r i n g a f ree , voluntary M e d i c a l T e s t i n g Program ( f u n d e d byEPA). The medical tests (set of x-rays and a lung f u n c t i o n t e s t ) and medicalinterview will h e lp assess people's past exposure to asbestos in Libby. A personmay have been exposed, regardle s s of whatever he, she, or a f a m i l y memberworked at the Libby mine.
Anyone who was in Libby for more than 6 months b e f o r e 1 2 / 3 1 / 9 0 isencouraged to p a r t i c i p a t e in the medical t e s t ing . P l e a s e call 1-800-439-8308for an a p p o i n t m e n t . For more information, p l e a s e cal l the ATSDR o f f i c e at (406)293-7781 ext. 279 or the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at (406)293-6194.
Some p e o p l e may think they don't need to p a r t i c i p a t e in the medical t e s t i n gbecause neither they nor their f a m i l y members worked at the Libby mine.Because of th i s impre s s i on, EPA is i s su ing th i s p u b l i c not i c e of pa s t a sbe s to se xpo sur e to alert the p u b l i c that exposure to asbe s to s was not l i m i t e d to mineworkers.
In f a c t , we know that toxic tremolite asbestos f i b e r s were released in greatquantities to the outs ide air. The s e releases occurred during the mining-mill ing-proces s ing of the vermiculite mined near Libby. T h i s means that while the minewas operating, p e o p l e in the Libby community may have been exposed toasbe s to s f i b e r s far greater than current recommended re s ident ialexposures .



EPA r e j e c t s Grace c l eanup p r o p o s a l
• Agency gives company u n t i l J u n e 28 to submit a c c ep tab l e p lan for expansion p l a n t

By B R E N T SHRUMW e s t e r n N e w s ReporterThe f e d e r a l Environmental Protec t ionAgency has r e j e c t e d a W.R. Grace p r o p o s a lt o clean u p t h e f i r m ' s former expansionplant as "grossly inadequate" and given thecompany unti l J u n e 28 to come up with anacc|̂ ^>le plan.
jfy b a s i c a l l y get one chance at a revi-iii. j f their p r o p o s a l , " said Paul Peronard,

t h e E P A ' s on-scene coordinator i n L i b b y .The EPA has d e v e l o p e d p lans for thec l eanup of asbes tos contamination at thef ormer Grace screening plant and ra i l road
l o a d i n g area a l o n g the Koot ena i River nearthe base of Rainy Creek Road. At that s i t e ,
private contractors w i l l do the work forEPA and the agency wi l l b i l l Grace whenthe p r o j e c t i s f i n i s h e d .

At the expansion p l a n t , currently the s i t e

o f t h e c i ty o f L i b b y ' s indus tr ia l park, t h eEPA ordered Grace to d e v e l o p c leanupp l a n s and take care of the work. Grace'sp r o p o s a l was r e j e c t e d by the EPA and the
Montana Department of EnvironmentalQ u a l i t y last week; a l e t t e r sent to Gracef r o m the EPA characterized the p lan as"grossly inadequate."

"The EPA and DEQ were grea t ly dissat-i s f i e d with what they submitted," Peronard

said.
D e f i c i e n c i e s i n c l u d e d th e omis s ion o fp l a n s for h e a l t h and s a f e t y and dust c on tro l ,Peronard said.
" I t ' s hard f o r u s t o e v a l u a t e h o w e f f e c -t ive they are g o i n g to be at c o n t r o l l i n g dusti f they d o n ' t submit anyth ing t o us,"Peronard said.

See C l e a n u p on Page 3

C l e a n u p
C o n t i n u e d f r o m Page 1If Grace d •><•:.>•• not submh aa
a c c e p t a b l e p ' - y i b y t h e J u n e 2 8d e a d l i n e , d i e £ P A w i l l takeover the c l e a n u p and b i l l thecompany for the work as theagency is d o i n g at the other site.At the s cr e ening f a c i l i t y , the
p r o p e r t y owners' have been relo-cated and p r e p a r a t i o n work is
^Bbr way, Peronard said.^Right n o w i t l o o k s l i k e w e ' l l
atart the f i r s t o f the d e m o l i t i o na c t i v i t y J u n e 26," Peronard
said.H e c t ^ k i i u w l c d g c a t h a t t h ework is p r o c e e d i n g "a c o u p l e of
weeks behind o f where I ' d l i k e
to be."At both s i t e s , i h c i i P A f o u n d
p o t e n t i a l l y h a z a r d o u s l e v e l s o fasbe s to s c o n t a m i n a t i o n in theso i l and in b u i l d i n g s . The as-bes tos was a contaminant in thev e r m i c u l i t e Grace mined nearLibby unt i l s h u t t i n g down oper-
ations in 1990.The b u i l d i n g s a i bo th s i t e sare to be torn down and re-p l a c e d . Contamina t ed so i l w i l l T h e E P A h a s r e j e c t e d W.R. G r a c e ' s p ropo sa l f o r t h e c l eanup o f t h e c o m p a n y ' s f o r m e r e x p a n s i o n p l a n t , n o w owned

hv th>> i-itv and ooerated as an indu s t r ia l park.



i S t i n c f t o screen
mine employees

- - . .f o l l owing a:request made by U.S.Sen; Ivfax BauciiS;onibis cell phoneduping a May 3jt meeting in Libby,ti^^i^jEnArmnmental ProtectionAgency has allocated an additional$650,000 for rnedical screening offormer W,R. Grace employees andQthers? who may^aye been exposedto asbestos associated with the com- .pariy'* former vermiculite mine.About $400,000 of the money willbe used to test about 100 formerLibby miners and then- fami l i e s whoare now living out of the area. Theremaining $250,000 will be used forCT scans of about 250 people at StJ o h n ' s Lutheran Hosp i ta l ."l'm,:glad the EPA responded toouj r cal l for action and found theseadditional f u n d s to provide healthscreening to r e s ident s p o t e n t i a l l yexposed to asbestos," Baucus said."These additional resources will helpto get Libby a clean bill of health."':At the May 31 meeting, Dr. JeffLybarger of the federal Agency forT o x i c Substances and DiseaseRegistry discussed h i s a g e n c y ' s

screeninghad co, which by thend more than 1,200 areahouseholds and scheduled nearly1,500 a^poiip^leSpvfor preliminarymedical testing; About 3,000 peopleare ^cpieac^d^:tes^ > Tes t ing is
sqmeqhe whomay -have- been exposed to asbestos,an appointment is scheduled for chestX-rays and a lung function test If apos s ib l e a sb e s t o s -r e la t ed medicalcondition is i d e n t i f i e d , the patientwill be referred for further testing.At the May 31 meeting, Baucusasked Lybarger why CT scansw e r e n ' t part of the testing protocol.CT scans provide more informationthan X-rays, but Lybarger said theysubject a patient to 15 times me radi-ation of an X-ray and could be harm-ful to some people. In addit ion, theextreme sens i t iv i ty could lead tounnecessary follow-ups^ he said.t But Lincoln County health o f f i c e rDr.-Brad Black argued in favor of theuse of CT scans, at least in some

cases. X-rays could miss 15-20 per-cent of asbestos-related changes tothe lungs while CT scans would not,Black said. ;Lybarger acknowledged t h a f C Tscans may be useful for f o l l o w f - u ptesting on some people but said thetechnique is inappropriate for a massscreening projectState medical o f f i c e r Dr. MichaelSpence said there are potential harmsassociated with CT scans but agreedwith Black 1hat at least some peopleat high risk should receive the moredetailed testingBaucus told the doctors i t ' s impor-tant that they reach an agreement onwhen CT scans should be used andgave them a J u n e 15 dead l ine todevelop guidelines.A f t e r t h e E P A ' s Paul Peronardtold Baucus the cost of CT: Scanswouldn't be covered by the f u i j d salready allocated for the screeningprojec t , the senator used a cell phone |to call Tim F i e l d s , the head of thenational Super fund program for the iEPA. He asked F i e l d s to try to f i n d ]$ 5 0 p , O p O ; f o r C t : i s c a h J 5 a s ' v ^ j l ; . - a ' s lSid millibn to screen;former <trace 1employees who have moyê  out of' " ' ' ' • ' — - • • — - *
said it is the EP^sinraat to 'provideadditional i u r i d r a g ; f o r ^ f e ' s e i e e n i n g Iprogram m the ne^is^alyea^ f



envron-

l i e ' N e w s / - • . ; / , ; . • • 'T h e . y . S f Environmental Prot^PtiooAgency too:k appropriate action and "madereasonable decisions" in the early,1980sbased on information it had about theasbestos problem at the W.R. Grace yermi-culite mine hear Libby, a .high-ranking offi-cial said last week. ," : 'v " f t o t t l K federal agency s t j l l c a n ' t explainw ^ ^ d i d n : ' t ' : k n q w - ; w h e t h e r or not W.R. v( i complied with federal exposure ley- men̂  jp i i rnal t e s a t a Boujder, Colo,, c.o$- - ':•'•:els ror asbestos, or why there was l i t t l e f p l - v f erenee that the agency "droppeid^theijbiall'1''. ^ipw-up done after|he agency released an , : i n ; t h e ; w a y ^ i t . t o w d k d . U | e ; . a s b p s t p s ; ; p i ' ! 5 ) b l e j | ) [ - ; " > |eippswe Assessment in 1985. •' i t i l l ibb^y w h ^ f c d ^ ^ ^ p o ^ ' b e j g a p ' d o c u - i i y,•, ; " T ^ i c ' i a s l i p « s t b s ; j i i u ^ f r o m ' ^ i s . , . . . .;: :;_^ntiii^ ; . t |0,'jJiii^i^im;-^ *-?fb l t o e ^ f c r ^ ' t l i e ' i ^ e a i ^ i o f 92-fb1rhier : enipl • ! :^l^.^1y-/v:v'!'::^ '^'^•J:!.^e e s . ' a i a ! ^ i b ^ ' m m e a n d , t h e n u r r i b e | : o f ( J e ^ | ' f ^ W ^ s ; ; a l s o | | i ' ^^^'^^^^^* • ' • > •could oe ^jiigh as^Cib b^^sorne guejsses." ^;^1^^6n|s:fiiiri

I n additiipn^-rQore than 2 0 0 L i b b y - a r e a s ' r e s - ; ' ' o f f i c e 1 w e r e n ' tiderjis that either worked at the mine or ! : office^in' 0̂ n<"liyei!,ih:^^household of a^former miner ^ r 6 y e r | h e ^ i 'have: been yi£|gn6sed ;v^th /asbestos srelated ; • • f .^" , ;' ;KegidSajdisea?ej5i Only 7 yictiins have beeint ide.ntir:' ̂ ,^:irf0yembervf i e d v^iadidri't have a direct contactwh^^|ireportsthe;riine of yniiners v , . ' . - - . ' . ; - : > . ^ - : • • • ; : / . ; • ' ' • • ^ ' ; r ; ; | f | ; ; j a ^ d ; a ' S t a t e : : E P A ' ^ fthernine:br,.niinersv . . ' . ' . • • - . ' . ^ s - : . ; ^ : : ; . ; / : ; ' : : ' ; r j ; | | j : ; ; j a ^ d ' i a . s t a t e : : E P A ' ^ j ) ^ ^•:;.;, John Melorie|a senior e x e p u t i v e j . w i i t h t ^ ^ ^ e r ? : ' ' c ' o r i ^ ^ ;the, ;||ib1b^sit-;' ^
^iVl i i i i j h fe ld 4 t e i e cpnf er snce with q i V i - : J ' ^ f ; : : W e i s ; | | i 8 : ' J l J H i g ( d ^ | ^ i B p j 3 r o f S i | S

, „ t a l ; n j s w s 7 r e p o r t e r s t o A ... .. ,,,.v,,.,,,,, ,„.,.,,,,.,»„•• -,:;...s j . J r E P A i o J f i c i a l ' s claim t h e agency:v.\ ; : ; , • ; ' men^fe,!;^knew abpM;tHe; "deadly asbestos problem ;, '.] r (^, p ' - ^ w ^ ^ i f ef o r 1 5 yeai^ B e f e r e ' i t took action, . , , . . . ' ' • ' ' : y \ A
• o f f ' t B t e

, . . , „ ; , ,„..-.--,- : ; , • . - . — — ----™-^ . r o — j ~ ! p f r e p ' s i : e B . ^ p l t f la s t w e e k ' p u t s i d e t h e P n o m p t ' C w a u .' ; ' ; ; : J c a I • c l i n i c f o r t emporary f a c i l i t i e s . , t o screen Obby,re s ident s f o r aabeatos-reiated w j r f S f f a i i a i i

ti.'$ $
''tfjfyi ' • -^
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; Continued from Page.1 •;,.did; w h a t - . p r o t o c o l ; d i c t a t e d at the
"The record we have; j u s t i f i e s the

: ( t h i n g s t h a t i w e r e done ,"-Melone .;;:;said."In hindsight you look back
: and say the government let these, : r p e o p l e down, a n d t h a t ' s a f f a i r point.But. you :Can: say the same aboutI s s u e s l i k e cancer, or n u t r i t i o n a lp r o b l e m s w i t h ; . c h i l d r e n i n

;> the EPA was created by the f e d -eral government in 1972, and a f t e rthe Toxic; Subs tance Control Act;;. w a s - p a s s e d i n 1976, the ag ency ,began reviewing the Libby mine.
r T h g O c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y .and.. H e a t t f i - A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s permissi-.ble exposure level for asbestos was12 ; f i b e r s - per cubic centimeter jn.4971;, an exceedingly high level by. t o d a y ' s s t a n d a r d o f 0 . 1 . . . f i b e r s p e j r /-cc-. At the; tirne, the U.S. Bureau/of. . . ' M i n e s showed o c c u p a t i o n a l f i b e r: l e v e l s at Libby ranging-from 13 to- • • 7 1 fee.- , , - ' . . , , . ' . • ' " . . . • ' . . , .r 4 / ; - Q S H A ' lowered t h e e x p o s u r e .^; l e ' v e l l o ; 5 t f c c :by -1972, and 2 f/cc

§

.•,' A limited amount of information. . w a s , a v a i l a b l e ' i n t h e -1970s, f r o m•Medica l records of dbby iminers,but it w a s a ' i ; e f i 6 u g l i : t o j u s t i f y regu-lato^y/ss&on,.'ftlftionesaid. ' • • ' . ' • :

.. A pivotal year-for EPA involye-meat with. L i b b y came, in 1980:,when several agenc i e s hos t eS asympos ium t h a t l n c l u d e d a discus-.sion of the health e f f e c t s of vernii-culite at the Libby rtninei. The-same• year ih§ BPA's; assessment diyis lbncpmpie t id '^ s ' - 'Levi?! ' .1." p r i o r i t yreview, -the f i r s t s tage-of an internalreview that e o n e l u d e f l workermsk

was)a concern. Reviewers saida d d i t i o n a l ' data; needed to be gath-
.The EPA received its first^ reports;,;frpm ;: Grape. in b̂ut 1981, which;inc luded ep id erh i o ldgy . studies on•past and present -mine workers.Melone said he couldn't commentwhether Grace ;had in cr imina t ing-informat ionvi t chose not to submitto 1he government.,v;;By 1983 the EPA had -reviewed: CSrace's report and issued '. anotherassessment, T l i e r e : were extensive 'references to the wet mill processins ta l l ed by Grace in 1975, whichreduced a sb e s t o s e xpo sur e f r o md o u b l e - d i g i t ; l e y e l s t o .0.2 f / c c ,' ' '; Th6 O f f i c e of Toxic Substances,a branch; of the EPA, d e c i d e d in1983 riot to pursue vermiculite as apnority, an EP A report indicated.- The Mine S a f e t y and H e a l t h .A . d i n i n i s t r a t i o n and OSHA were .involved in the Libby mine reviewat the same time EPA was probing; : the, situation, Melone a d d e d .. EPA's final exposure assessmenton1: a sb e s t o s - con taminat ed vermi-

culite was pu;blis|ie|i in' 1^85.;i;but norisk c a l c u l a t | p i i s ' ^ e r e mildei:: :

"It.shoi i ld;;be^npfed t h M h d ; e f f o r thas vfeeen r j i i d ' e ^ - s s t i m a f e : &e pro-p o r t i o n o" f ta sb e s t o: s - co f l iamir ia t edvermi cu l i t e f r t o îch p e b j j i e are'exposed," f f i e 1 9 ' S S ; : : r e p o r | s a i d .; Melone; said he d i d n ' j l c n o w whatt h ' e " ' ' E P . A l ^ " i i r m ) 1 . y e i i i e n t ; w a s I n -Libb.y; r aft6l;;t | iB-;mlh6r .closed in1990. Tlie-'agSi^y has; be&n cr i t i -;cized. for not propsr iy oysrseeing ••the^reclamationofmirie property. ;

. .He also said;Ke! didn't know why;the Denve;r: ; EPK|pffice d i d n ' t haves themain ^ o f f i c e L i j i W a s h i n g t o n , - ' D . . C ." S p m e ; d e c i s i b ' n s - c o u l d ;have b e e n 'c a n ' t
pTob-'^:done-;now" - b y i i t h f e - P ^ l p i C ^ p ^ - ^ T h e jageiicy; is: extensivel^^^^|homes^and s o i l m M b b y -f^asBisto^cont^^ammatiori j/anii has ' : -takei i; f f i .& lead in-j

•^jg ^ T i o i Q ' r i : i : H a s « i - ; - - " ; ; < : ' . v ' " " - - - . ' ^ 1 ; - . " " . ' . v ' . • • ^

think i t ' s leading^to anytHiEg pro-i|ductive," ]



Questions and Answers
about A s b e s t o s and EPA 9

up on i s tog

A: EPA has arranged for a variety of ways for p e o p l e to getwe are d o i n g in Libby with regards to the asbes tos inves1

set up an I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby at 501 Mineral Ave. • At thecan pick up printed technical i n f o r m a t i o n about is a m p l i n g - p r o g r a m ; ' s a m p l i n g r e su l t s ; medica l t e s t i n g a n d / -s t a f f are o f t e n available to t a l k with you ^about <may have. The Center i s - o p e n M, W, Th, F f r o m 8:30 .̂m .̂-
o n ' T u e s d a y s f r o m noon unt i l 8:00 p.m.Please s top by any time.

concerns
5:00 p.m.

EPA maintains .a web site that contains much i n f o r m a t i o n about
'activities in L i b b y , ' Please visit the site at www.epa.gov/reglonl l8 ,
S u p e r f o n d a n d then Libby Montana A s b e s t o s R e s p o n s e . ' .
EPA p r i n t s f r e q u e n t l y asked Ques t ions and Answer s weekly ii
News ( W e d n e s d a y edi t ion), Montanian and Tobacco" Val l ey New!

EPA oc ca s i ona l ly mails f a c t shee t s- to--al l tho se p e o p l e : who are .o 'n
l i s t . P l e a s e call the I n f o r m a t i o n Center if you would like to betaken o f f o f t h e mailing l i s t , o r ' i f your ad dr e s s 'Mas changed.- *

C o m m u n i t y ' A d v i s o r y G r o u p meets each 2nd
M e e t i n g s are held ..in the P o n d e r o s ' a Room at

to 9:00 p.m. and are open to the publ i c . P S e a s e - s e e a
a current list of the Community A d v i s o r y Group
can take your que s t ions and concerns to .the meetings,
f r e e to call EPA s t a f f d i r e c t l y with que s t i on§ B For more

or for s t a f f phone nui t iber s contact C o m m u n i t y
W e n d y Thomi , 405-441-1150 X 2 4 1 / t h o m i . w e n d y j

H a m m e r , 1-800-227-8917 X 6 6 0 1 / h a m m e r . d i a n f t ( ;

••$

or



Western News ReporterThe benef i t s , haaards and costs of usingCT scans instead of ju s t X-rays to screen" area residents for asbestos-related lung dis-ease were debated at a meeting held inLibby Wednesday by U . S . Sea Max
Bane us.Baucus scheduled the meeting as a f o l -low-up to a f i e l d hearing of the SenateEnvironment and Public Works Committeethat was fae id here Lo February. S t a t e and4eral o f f i c i a l s dealing with local asbestos^Jfee s wicre invited to provide updates on
the progress of their activities in Libby.Dr. Jeff Ly barges- of the federal Agencyfor Toxic Substances aod Disease Registrydiscussed his a g e n c y ' s screening program,which has oaataoed more than 1,200 areahouseholds and sehfidukd nearly 1,500appoimmeais for preliminary medical test-ing. About 3,000 peopte are expected to betested by the time the project is complete.Test ing is scheduled to begin J u n e 26.U p o n i d e n t i f y i n g saseaoe who mayhave been exposed &o ube£t£&, an appoint-ment is scheduled fof citeu X-rays and alung function tot If a pm&ibk »be&u»-relaied medical coodifkm Is i d e n t i f i e d , t facpaiieni will be referred for further testing.Baucus asked Lybarger why CT scans,
J .ch provide more information than X-s , aren't being used. Lybarger said CTscans sub j e c t a patient to 15 times the radi-ation of an X-ray and could be harmful tosojie people. In addition, the exireme sen-s i t i v i t y could lead to uansces&ary f o l l o w -

ups, be said.But Lincoln Couary faeai th o f f i c a r Dr.
Brad Black argusd in fever of t f c s tss ofCT scans, at leass La &ome casss. T h e j e is &knowi-n segmens of ths tosal psiputeasa shatis at high risk of contrEOins an ssbsgosr-
related i l lness , and those peopk deserve
more scrutiny, Black said."1 think CT scans are essential to esrtain
peop l e , " he said.X-rays could miss 15-20 percent ofa s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d changes to tte lungs whi le
C" sc?ns would not, Black said." F a r l v d e t e c t i o n does have it s pos i t ive

During a mee t ing W e d n e s d a y morning in L i b b y , Paul Peronard, EPA team l eader , u p d a t e s U.S. Sen. Max Baucus on the cleanoroDosa l s a n d a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d S o W.R. G r a c e ' s f o r m e r vermicuii te mine.
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C o n t i n u e d f r o m Page 1aspec t s ," Black sa id .One of those b e n e f i t s i s to h e l pp h y s i c i a n s learn more about the
e f f e c t s o f expo sure t o t r e m o l i t e -a c t i n o l i t e a sbe s to s of the t y p e thatoccurs a l o n g s i d e t h e v e r m i c u l i t enear L i b b y . A d i f f e r e n t f orm of as-
be s to s , c h r y s o t i l e , has been usedas a f i r e p r o o f mater ia l in commer-cial p r o d u c t s . T h e e f f e c t s o fc h r y s o t i l e exposure are much bet-t er known than the e f f e c t s o f e xpo-sure to t r e m o l i t e - a c t i n o l i t e , butt r e m o l i t e - a c t i n o l i t e i s w i d e l y con-s idered to be more t ox i c .Lybarger a c k n o w l e d g e d tha t CTscans may be u s e f u l for f o l l o w - u pt e s t i n g on some p e o p l e but saidthe technique is i n a p p r o p r i a t e for amass s c r e en ing p r o j e c t . T h eATSDR screening program has re-ceived approval to go ahead wi thX-rays and lung f u n c t i o n t e s t s , bute x p o s i n g p e o p l e to the much high-er doses of radia t ion as soc iatedwith CT scans wou ld be u n l i k e l yto be a p p r o v e d , he s a i d ."It w i l l d i s m a n t l e th e who l e pro-gram" to seek a p p r o v a l for w ide-spread CT scanning, L y b a r g e rsa id .S t a t e m e d i c a l o f f i c e r D r . M i c h a e lS p e n c e said there are p o t e n t i a lharms a s s o c i a t e d wi th CT scansbut agreed with B l a c k t h a t at l e a s t
some p e o p l e at h i g h r i sk s h o u l dreceive th e more d e t a i l e d t e s t i n g ,Baucus t o l d t h e d o c t o r s i t ' s impor-tant that they reach an agreementon when CT scans s h o u l d be usedand gave them a J u n e 15 d e a d l i n et o d e v e l o p g u i d e l i n e s .
But Paul Peronard of the f e d e r a lEnvironmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c yp o i n t e d out another p r o b l e m w i t hCT scans — the co s t . Peronardsaid he r e c e n t l y had a CT scanwhen he injured his r ib s , and theb i l l was $1,200..

U.S. Sen. Mas Baucus phone s a request f or f u n d i n g t o EPA
p r o g r a m d i r e c t o r T i m F i e l d s .
"Paying for it is a p r e t t y bigissue," Peronard sa id .If 10 percent o f the 3,000 p e o p l ee x p e c t e d to be screened are givenCT scans, the cost cou ld a p p r o a c h$500,000, Peronard said.Money i s n ' t t h e most importantissue, Baucus countered."It seems to me that we s h o u l df i n d a p r o t o c o l to d e t e r m i n e whenCT scans are necessary, and wef i n d the money," he sa id.But money is t i g h t at EPA head-quarters, Peronard sa id ." I ' v e g o t t o t e l l you, when I come
b e g g i n g t h e y ' r e showing m e t h edoor right now," he sa id .

Peronard said he h ; n i n - i | n c s t e d
$ 1 4 m i l l i o n f o r work i n I i t > ! ' y , a n d$9 m i l l i o n was a p p r o v a l A m a j o ri t em that w a s n ' t f u n d e d w a s aS I . 2 - m i l l i o n r eque s t i < > p r o v i d e f o r
screening of f o r m a < i r . i c c em-
p l o y e e s n o w l i v i n g u u i s i d e t h eL i b b y area.A f t e r a n a s s i s t a n t f o u n d t h e phonenumber, Baucus used .1 c e l l p h o n et o c a l l T i m F i e l d s , t i n - h ead o f t h en a t i o n a l S u p e r f u n d p m g r a m f o r
t h e E P A . H e asked l - ' s H d s t o t r y t of i n d $1.2 m i l l i o n t o s i :ccn th e f o r -mer Grace e m p l o y e e - , as w e l l as
$500,000 f o r C T si:;m-,"If you can do o n e - t w o , you can
d o one-seven," B L H I C U : . s a i d .Baucus p r a i s e d I ' e n m a r d ' s work
a n d t o l d F i e l d s i h . i i i l i e t e l e p h o n e
c a l l was hi s i d e a ." T i m , I ' d b e m a k i n g , i h e same c a l li f I was in my own ni l ' i c e ," Baucus
t o l d F i e l d s . " I t ' s m > i j u s t becauseo f t h e h ear ing m ' s g o t t o b e
done."Baucus s a i d F i e l d s p r o m i s e d t o s e eif he can f i n d the money and to getback to him e a r l s - n e x t week.



0,<usJ.S

A free medical insurance p lan o f f e r e d by,R. Grace to victims of asbes tos-relatedreceived more cri t i c i sm this week,
i s time f r o m U . S . S e n . M a x B a u c u s ' .Al a meeting he ld W e d n e s d a y at theibby VFW h a l l , Baucus accused the com-
«jy of " s t onewa l l ing" and not makingsod on its p l e d g e to be r e s p o n s i b l e for theiCdi ca l b i l l s o f p e o p l e in jured by theirqposure to asbestos a s so c ia t ed w i thr a c e ' s f ormer vermicurtte mine,L i n c o l n County h ea l th o f f i c e r Dr. Bradb c k ' h a s criticized th e medical g f i t e r i a t h elan uses to determine e l i g i b i l i t y for cover-ge as too r e s t r i c t ing . At a mes t t e j: of theommunity advi sory group ss! te| by theiPA, Black said as many as W gsrcent of«ople a f f e c t e d by asbestos es^loure might
iot be covered. £

A revision of the p lan relaxed some ofthe q u a l i f y i n g criteria, but Black saidW e d n e s d a y that the changes did not go farenough and some p e o p l e s u f f e r i n g 111e f f e c t s f rom asbestos esposure may s t i t lnot q u a l i f y . Local Qraee r epre s en ta t iveA l a n S t r i n g e r d e f e n d e d t h e p l a n , a r g u i n gthat the coverage b g u p f x & s s d to be as
broad as p o s s i b l e ."I don't want to miss one person,"Stringer said.More changes w i l l be made if they aredeemed necessary ones the p l a n is put into
f u l l o p e r a t i o n , ' h e said.Baucus expressed doubt s about Grac e ' s

: sincerity."To be f a i r , to be honest, 1 hearstonewall ing," he said. "I hear delay."Grace appears to bs t ry ing to l i m i t its

own l i a b i l i t y , Baucus .said."The s o l u t i o n to me means Grace step-p i n g u p t o t h e p l a t e a n d saying, ' W e ' r eg o i n g to do what we said we were going todo,*' he sa id.Bausus t o l d S t r i n g e r he u n d s r s t & n d o hsis d o i n g what hs has sold to do by
Grace."You brought a message tere and I'mt e l l i n g you what the message is to tote?back," Baucus said.The Grace medical p l a n is open to for-mer e m p l o y e e s o f Grac e ' s Lsbby verms-c u l i t e mine or m i l l , as we l l as anyone elsewho l i v e d or worked within a 20-miler a d i u s of the mine or mi l l for at least ab e f o r e Jan. 1, 2000. The program will pay

S e e Grace on Page 8

Continued f r o m Page 1for services and s u p p l i e s for thetreatment of §ib«t!GS-related 111-
nessss.Once a psrtsa li enroilad in theplan, i s w i l l prov ide coverage forasbestos-related i l lne s s e s f o r l i f e .P e o p l e who hsve l a w s u i t s p e n d i n gagainst Grass ere e l i g i b l e to partic-ipate in toe program, but they be-come i n e l i g i b l e if they receive acourt d s s l s t o or s e t t l ement thati n c l u d s s eornpensation for futuremedical gspsnses . More informa-tion and a p p l i c a t i o n f orms artava i lab l e at Stringer's o f f i c e at 317Mineral A v e , in Libby.
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S e p t e m b e r 28,2000
L i b b y ' s a i r i s n ' t r i sk- fr e e , says E P A
By BOB ANEZ A s s o c i a t e d Press
Grace s t a t e m e n t s on s a f e t y d i s p u t e d
H E L E N A - The l a t e s t round of air t e s t i n g in Libby has turned up no
a l a r m i n g l e v e l s of a sbe s to s , but that does not mean the air q u a l i t y pose s no
risk to p e o p l e l i v i n g in the c i ty, a U . S . Environmental Protection Agency
o f f i c i a l said W e d n e s d a y .
Paul Peronard, coordinator f o r t h e f e d e r a l a g e n c y ' s t e s t i n g a n d c l e a n u p
e f f o r t s in L i b b y , said the EPA has six months to a year of work ahead to
determine the various h e a l t h dangers posed to r e s i d e n t s based on th e i r
p o t e n t i a l expo sure to asbestos f i b e r s .
"The da ta d idn' t j u m p ou t a t us," he said. "I don' t under s tand what the l e v e l s
we f o u n d mean in terms of risk."
Risk measurement s t a n d a r d s for asbestos exposure a p p l y to the t y p e o f
a sbe s to s u s u a l l y f o u n d in i n s u l a t i o n and other c on s t ruc t i on mat er ia l s , but the
concern over asbes to s in L i b b y centers on the k ind s of f i b e r s f o u n d in
vermicu l i t e that was mined nearby for decades , he said.
Peronard d i s p u t e d s ta t ement s about the EPA air q u a l i t y f i n d i n g s , made in a
news release by W.R. Grace and Co., the la s t operator of the mine.
The company said the r e s u l t s of air s a m p l i n g in 119 houses showed "there is
no risk to the p e o p l e who l i v e in those homes."
B i l l Corcoran, G r a c e ' s vice pr e s i d en t f o r p u b l i c a n d r e g u l a t o r y a f f a i r s , al so
said the t e s t s f o u n d "the air in L i b b y homes is no d i f f e r e n t f r o m the air
f o u n d in homes throughout the country."
Not true, said Peronard.

1 0 / 4 / 0 0 10:57 AM
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The k ind of asbes tos f o u n d in some L i b b y houses is not the t y p e that could
be e xpe c t ed to be de t e c t ed in houses el sewhere, he said.
"That ' s why we ' r e p u t t i n g s o much e f f o r t into e v a l u a t i n g this risk. If i t wa s
the same as everywhere e l s e , we would stop."
He said EPA s a m p l i n g f o u n d f i b e r s in the air in 20 of 119 homes. Of those
20 houses, the l onger , more dangerous f i b e r s were f o u n d in f our .
"There's s o m e t h i n g there; now we have to q u a n t i f y the risk," he said.
Six a ir m o n i t o r i n g s i t e s scattered around L i b b y f o u n d no s i g n i f i c a n t a sbe s to s
p r o b l e m , an i n d i c a t i o n of no danger for most p e o p l e l i v i n g there or d r i v i n g
through the c i t y , he said.
But the risk posed by asbe s to s in L i b b y can vary d e p e n d i n g on a person's
expo sure , Peronard sa id. "We'r e t r y i n g t o f i g u r e ou t t h e risk f or various
scenarios."
He said he was not surpr i s ed by the tone of the Grace s ta t ement s , since the
company i s f a c i n g scores of l a w s u i t s over a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed h e a l t h prob l ems .
" T h e y have a f i n a n c i a l stake in say ing e v e r y t h i n g is f i n e , " Peronard said.
Grace's mine, which shut down 10 years ago, has been l i n k e d to dozens of
a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed d ea th s and i l l n e s s e s among L i b b y r e s i d en t s and f ormer
e m p l o y e e s .
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S e p t e m b e r 25,2000
D i g turns u p I n d i a n a r t i f a c t s
A s s o c i a t e d Press
T o o l s , arrowheads f o u n d a t asbestos c l e a n u p s i t e
LIBBY (AP) - An archaeological dig a l o n g the banks of the K o o t e n a i River
east of here is r e v e a l i n g a r t i f a c t s b e l i eved to be 7,000 years o l d .
The dig at the mouth of Rainy Creek is in connec t i on wi th the
Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y ' s c l e a n u p o f asbe s to s c on tamina t i on . A
B i l l i n g s c ompany, owned by archaeo logi s t S t e v e A a b e r g , was hired to do
the d i g , in c o m p l i a n c e wi th f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s that demand p r o t e c t i o n o f
c u l t u r a l resources.
U s i n g hand t o o l s , Aaberg and several a s s i s t a n t s have retrieved a r t i f a c t s 3 to
4 f e e t below th e g r o u n d ' s surface.
I t e m s i n c l u d e deer bones, a variety of stone t o o l s , arrowheads and darts. The
ex cavat i on a l s o turned up notched p e b b l e s , b e l i ev ed to have been used to
weigh down f i s h i n g nets.
"In a n u t s h e l l , the s i t e was r e a l l y h e a v i l y occupied for several thousand
years," Aaberg said. "We know that we have s t u f f that's around 7,000 years
old."
The a r c h a e o l o g i s t s have been t a k i n g pr e cau t i on s to s h i e l d them f rom
asbestos . They've worn p r o t e c t i v e sui t s and r e s p i r a t o r s , and the area of the
dig i s dampened to prevent dust f r o m ri s ing.
The a r t i f a c t s were f o u n d on pr ivat e p r o p e r t y and l e g a l l y b e l o n g to the
p r o p e r t y owner. Aaberg said he hope s the items u l t i m a t e l y w i l l go to the
K o o t e n a i I n d i a n s , f o r pre s ervat ion.
The a sbe s to s c l e a n u p is part of a p r o j e c t to deal f r o m c o n t a m i n a t i o n t ied to
W R frrare . anrl C n ' s n n e . r a f i n n n f n v e r m i r i i l i t e m i n p . ne.ar T ihhv M i n i n a
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ceased about 10 years ago, but controversy surrounding it cont inues . Some
r e s i d e n t s of L i b b y have blamed deaths and l i n g e r i n g h e a l t h prob l ems on
asbes tos f r o m the Grace operations.
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S e p t e m b e r 20, 2000
S p e c i a l i s t s says asbes tos v i c t ims w i l l continue t o sur fa c e f or years
A s s o c i a t e d Press
KALISPELL - A f l o o d o f v i c t ims o f a s b e s t o s -r e la t ed l u n g d i s ea s e w i l l
s u r f a c e in the next 20 to 30 years, a p u l m o n a r y s p e c i a l i s t warned the
K a l i s p e l l medical community Monday.
Dr. A l a n W h i t e h o u s e , a S p o k a n e internal medicine and p u l m o n a r y di s ea s e
s p e c i a l i s t , has treated about 400 Libby-area r e s i d e n t s wi th a s b e s t o s -r e la t ed
l u n g disease.
" T h i s i s the t ip o f the iceberg," he said. "There' s a reservoir o f p e o p l e (who
were e xpo s ed to a s b e s t o s ) f rom the 1970s and '80s who have not m a n i f e s t e d
th emse lve s . I t h i n k you'll see cases for 20 to 30 years."
H u n d r e d s of L i b b y r e s id en t s have been e x p o s e d to t r e m o l i t e a sbe s to s , a
natural i m p u r i t y in the v ermi cu l i t e mined there for decades. W.R. Grace &
Co. bought the mine in 1963 and operated it u n t i l 1990.
W h i t e h o u s e , a l o n g wi th o f f i c i a l s f r om th e J e w i s h M e d i c a l Cent er in Denver
and the f e d e r a l A g e n c y for T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and Disease R e g i s t r y , spoke to
about 50 K a l i s p e l l phys i c ians as part of K a l i s p e l l Regional Medi ca l Center' s
c o n t i n u i n g educat ion program.
The f e d e r a l agency w i l l screen about 6,000 L i b b y r e s id en t s and former
r e s i d e n t s by the end of the year. The agency is t racking how many cases w i l l
be referred to regional h e a l t h care f a c i l i t i e s , and Kalispell w i l l be h e a v i l y
i m p a c t e d , spoke sman Oscar Tarrago said.
"All of you w i l l l i k e l y be drawn in p e r s o n a l l y and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y , " Tarrago
t o l d the doctors. "We'll be l e t t i n g you know what to expe c t as far as numbers
of pa t i en t s . "
W h i t e h o u s e said cases are now c r o p p i n g up all over the country tha t are
l i n k e d to e x p a n s i o n p l a n t s where v e r m i c u l i t e ore was proce s s ed . The U.S.
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Environmental Pro t e c t i on Agency is i n v e s t i g a t i n g 300 s i t e s for p o t e n t i a l
exposure .
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S e p t e m b e r 14, 2000
F e d s f i l e suit f or access t o Libby mine
B y S H A N N O N D I N I N N Y Asso c ia t ed Press
H E L E N A - The f e d e r a l government f i l e d suit agains t W.R. Grace and Co.
on T h u r s d a y to gain immed ia t e access to the c o m p a n y ' s f ormer v ermicu l i t e
mine and screening p l a n t in Libby.
The suit was f i l e d in U.S. Dis tr i c t Court in M i s s o u l a by the U.S. Department
of J u s t i c e on b e h a l f of the Environmental Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y , which has had
o n l y l i m i t e d access to the s i t e to conduct c l e a n u p op era t i on s .
A l s o named in the suit is Koo t ena i Deve l opment Co., which purchased the
p r o p e r t y f r o m Grace a f t e r the mine c losed in 1990.
The EPA seeks to remove asbe s to s-contaminated soi l f r om the screening
p l a n t , and to d i s p o s e of that soil and cont inue c l e a n u p o p e r a t i o n s at the
f ormer mine s i t e j u s t down the road.
A l a n S t r i n g e r , W.R. Grace r epr e s en ta t iv e in L i b b y and f ormer manager of
the v e r m i c u l i t e mine, said he wasn't surpri s ed to hear of the l a w s u i t .
"We were aware that the EPA had in t ended to do that ," S t r i n g e r said. "We've
always wanted to do t h i s ou t s ide the courts, and are s t i l l s earch ing for an
amenable p o s i t i o n to both sides."
Last week, the company agreed to give environmental r e g u l a t o r s access to
the mine, but continued to b l o ck e f f o r t s to have the s i t e used for waste
removal.
"We can't get the EPA to t e l l us what they want to d u m p up there," S t r i n g e r
s a i d , "but they're d e m a n d i n g that we open the site."
Paul Peronard, th e EPA o f f i c i a l d i r e c t i n g th e c l e a n u p in L i b b y , s t r o n g l y
d i s a g r e e d .
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" T h a t ' s garbage - t h a t ' s t h e s t u p i d e s t t h i n g I ' v e ever heard," h e said. " T h e y
know e x a c t l y what we want to put up there. T h e y know e x a c t l y where i t ' s
coming from. They've known exac t ly what we 'v e been t a l k i n g about since
November."
Several p u b l i s h e d report s in November l inked the mine to scores of
a sb e s t o s -r e la t ed d ea th s and i l l n e s s e s among L i b b y r e s i d e n t s and former
employe e s .
Grace operated the mine from 1963 unt i l its closure in 1990, then so ld the
p r o p e r t y to K o o t e n a i Deve lopment Co. Ear l i e r t h i s year, Grace acquired
owner sh ip o f K o o t e n a i D e v e l o p m e n t ' s stock a n d revoked t h e E P A ' s access
to the s i t e .
S t r i n g e r said Grace has had success in the pa s t in d e a l i n g wi th the EPA in
other areas, b u t "with respect t o t h i s region, i t ' s been a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t than
that."
S t r i n g e r said he could not comment on the c o m p a n y ' s next move.

Search f o r
Word one I

(•} and O or O not
Word two

® and O or O not
Word three

Maximum stories: 25
I S t a r t S e a r c h j C l e a r

S t o r y d o e s n ' t exist.

1 0 / 4 / 0 0 10:56



v l i s s o u l i a r t O n l i n e A r c h i v e s h t t p : / / w w w . m i s s o u l i a n . c o m A \/&u} ' i n d e x . . . a i l & d o c = / 2 0 0 0 / S e p t e m b e r / 7 - 3 8 2 - n e w s 1 6 . t x t

Archives

S e p t e m b e r 7,2000
M o n t a n a news b r i e f s
S p e c i a l f o r t h e M i s s o u l i a n
T h u r s d a y , S e p t e m b e r 7, 2000
H o u s i n g h e l p available for abuse victims
V i c t i m s of dome s t i c v io lence who have been d i s p l a c e d f r om the ir homes in
R a v a l l i C o u n t y can f i n d h e l p with T e n a n t Based Rental A s s i s t a n c e .
The a s s i s tance i s b e ing o f f e r e d by R a v a l l i C o u n t y u s ing money f rom the
M o n t a n a Department o f Commerce H O M E I n v e s t m e n t P a r t n e r s h i p Program.
The money w i l l be a v a i l a b l e for up to two years and can be used to
s u b s i d i z e rent in any p u b l i c or p r i v a t e owned hous ing unit in R a v a l l i
County.
To be e l i g i b l e for the program, a p p l i c a n t s must be homel e s s , be the v i c t im of
dome s t i c v i o l enc e and meet income e l i g i b i l i t y requirements.
H o u s i n g u n i t s must pas s hous ing q u a l i t y i n s p e c t i o n s .
For more in format i on , call Cyndi M c N e a l at S . A . F . E . ( S u p p o r t e r s of Abuse
Free Environment) at 363-2793.
Missoulian

Inmat e missing from prerelease center
A u t h o r i t i e s are l o o k i n g for an 18-year-old male who f a i l e d to return to the
M i s s o u l a Prerelease Center as s ch edu l ed on W e d n e s d a y .
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S u p e r i n t e n d e n t Donn Livoni said it w i l l also h e l p paren t s and community
members learn about school improvement m o d e l s , and the many ways they
can p a r t i c i p a t e in th e i r s chool s .
The event co inc ide s with the f i r s t home game of girl s ' ba sk e t ba l l th i s season
and w i l l be h e ld in the high school f r om 7 to 9 p.m. on S a t u r d a y .
John Stromnes, Missoulian

Audubon meeting looks at tribal bear program
P O L S O N - T r i b a l w i l d l i f e b i o l o g i s t Art S o u k k a l a w i l l present a s l i d e show
on " G r i z z l y Bear Management on the F l a t h e a d I n d i a n Reservation" at the
S e p t e m b e r mee t ing o f t h e M i s s i o n M o u n t a i n A u d u b o n S o c i e t y . T h e program
w i l l begin at 7:30 p.m. T u e s d a y in the Poison C i t y Library M e e t i n g Room.
Everyone is welcome.
S o u k k a l a , a b i o l o g i s t w i th the C o n f e d e r a t e d S a l i s h and K o o t e n a i T r i b e s , ha s
spent many hours ob s erv ing g r i z z l y bears in the M i s s i o n M o u n t a i n s and the
a d j a c e n t v a l l e y f l o o r . H e w i l l d i s cu s s g r i z z l y e c o l o g y , i n c l u d i n g the ir
f o r a g i n g behaviors, habitat requirements, and seasonal movements.
"As more p e o p l e come to the F l a t h e a d , the p r o b a b i l i t y of bear-human
c o n f l i c t s increases each year. Come and f i n d out about what the tribes are
d o i n g to h e l p p e o p l e learn how to l i v e with g r i z z l y bears, and thus, ensure
the bears' survival in th e M i s s i o n M o u n t a i n s , ' " said Jim Rogers, Audubon
chap t e r p r e s i d e n t .
John Stromnes, Missoulian

Asbes to s conference scheduled in Libby
LIBBY - The U.S. Environmental Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y w i l l h o l d a three-day
conference on asbes to s and p u b l i c h e a l t h issues here S e p t . 21-23.
The conf erence w i l l cover the la t e s t i n f o r m a t i o n about i l l n e s s and c l e a n u p in
the wake of c on tamina t i on f rom the W.R. Grace v ermicu l i t e mine.
The f r e e conf erence w i l l p rov id e u p d a t e s on environmenta l s a m p l i n g and the
progre s s o f c l e a n u p a c t i v i t i e s in Libby. H e a l t h care p r o f e s s i o n a l s w i l l
e x p l a i n th e t y p e s o f a sbe s to s-re la t ed i l l n e s s e s and th e i r s y m p t o m s . S t r e s s
management and a session about the roles of agencie s invo lv ed in L i b b y
asbe s t o s i s sues are other t op i c s .
S e s s i o n s are s c h e d u l e d at the VFW B u i l d i n g in L i b b y f r o m 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and 6:30 to 9 p.m. S e p t . 21; 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. S e p t . 22; and 9 a.m. to 6:30
p.m. S e p t . 23.
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T h o s e in t ere s t ed in a t t e n d i n g s h o u l d contact the EPA i n f o r m a t i o n center at
(406) 293-6194; p r e r e g i s t r a t i o n ensures that each p a r t i c i p a n t w i l l receive
cop i e s o f a l l conference material s .
Associated Press
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August 25, 2000
Court orders new tr ia l in Libby asbes tos case
By BOB A N E Z A s s o c i a t e d Press
Debate centers around amount of p u n i t i v e damage s
H E L E N A - A former Libby c o u p l e , who won a l a w s u i t aga in s t W.R. Grace
and Co. over asbes tos expo sure , may have been shor t changed in the p u n i t i v e
damages awarded them, the Montana S u p r e m e Court has ru l ed .
In a 6-1 d e c i s i on , the j u s t i c e s sent the case back to D i s t r i c t Court for a new
trial on how much in p u n i t i v e damages K e n n e t h and E d i t h F i n s t a d deserve
f o r t h e h e a l t h p rob l ems K e n n e t h F i n s t a d d e v e l o p e d a f t e r work ing i n G r a c e ' s
vermicu l i t e mine at L i b b y in the 1960s.
The F i n s t a d suit i s one of dozens p e n d i n g against the company in
connection wi th a sbe s to s-exposure su s ta ined by mine e m p l o y e e s .
The case h i g h l i g h t s the ongo ing l egal b a t t l e over scores of c l a i m s that Grace,
which operated a v ermicu l i t e mine near L i b b y u n t i l 1990, was r e s p o n s i b l e
for death and i l l n e s s l inked to asbes tos e xpo sure connected to the mine.
A s b e s t o s dust was a vermicu l i t e byproduc t .
F i n s t a d worked at the mine f r o m 1965-67. In 1998, he was d iagno s ed with
a sbe s to s i s , and the c o u p l e sued Grace.
A j u r y awarded the F i n s t a d s $400,000 to compensate them for l o s s e s caused
by the di sease and t o l d Grace to pay the c o u p l e another $83,000 in p u n i t i v e
damage s , which are p e n a l t i e s in t ended to p u n i s h a wrongdoer.
Grace a p p e a l e d , argu ing that p u n i t i v e damages s h o u l d not be a l l o w e d . A
s tate law pas s ed in 1997 requires unanimous j u r y v e r d i c t s for p u n i t i v e
damage awards, and the F i n s t a d j u r y vote was o n l y t w o - t h i r d s , the company
said.
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The S u p r e m e Court agreed with the F i n s t a d s and the tr ia l j u d g e that the
3-year-old law v i o l a t e s a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l requirement for o n l y a t w o - t h i r d s
j u r y vote in any c iv i l su i t s .
The high court also sided against Grace in c o n c l u d i n g that previous suit s
agains t Grace over asbestos exposure, when j u r i e s r e f u s e d to award p u n i t i v e
damages , d i c t a t e that the F i n s t a d s a l so do not deserve such damages.
T h o s e ear l i e r cases were s imi lar , but not i d e n t i c a l , to the F i n s t a d suit and
shou ld have no a f f e c t on the $83,000 verdic t , J u s t i c e Jim Regnier said for
the court.
The court ordered a new j u r y to dec ide how much in p u n i t i v e damages the
F i n s t a d s deserve, because t h e tr ial j u d g e w r o n g l y a l l o w e d G r a c e ' s lawyer s t o
t a l k to j u r o r s about the p o s s i b l e f i n a n c i a l impact f r o m dozens of other su i t s
p e n d i n g agains t the company.
T h a t i s irrelevant to how much money Grace shou ld pay for p o i s o n i n g
F i n s t a d , and may have p r o m p t e d the j u r y to give the c o u p l e l e s s money than
they would otherwise have awarded, the court said.
J u s t i c e K a r l a Gray di sagreed on that p o i n t . S t a t e law a l l o w s j u r i e s to
consider the f inanc ia l condition of a d e f e n d a n t in dec id ing puni t ive
damage s , and the p o t e n t i a l f i n a n c i a l impact f r om the 97,000 cases p e n d i n g
against Grace na t i onwide have a bearing on the c o m p a n y ' s economic h e a l t h ,
she said.
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Augus t 19,2000
Montana news b r i e f s
S p e c i a l f o r t h e M i s s o u l i a n
S a t u r d a y , A u g u s t 19, 2000
W h i t e f i s h 12-year-old denies sexual assault
MISSOULA - A boy p l e a d e d innocent F r i d a y to s e x u a l l y a s s a u l t i n g a young
gir l that h i s f a t h e r al so a l l e g e d l y s e x u a l l y abused.
A l e x a n d e r T a l b e r t , 12 , o f W h i t e f i s h f a c e s t h e f e l o n y charge f o r acts
a l l e g e d l y commit t ed agains t a 7-year-old g ir l between A u g u s t 1999 and
March 2000.
He is s c h e d u l e d for tr ia l Oct. 10 and is now l i v i n g with his mother in
M i s s o u l a .
His f a t h e r , Daniel T a l b e r t , 43, has waived his pr e l iminary hearing in j u s t i c e
court and had his case t rans f e rr ed to d i s t r i c t court.
He f a c e s two f e l o n y rape charges and has been released on a $30,000
p r o p e r t y bond p e n d i n g arraignment.
He is accused of sexual intercourse with the same gir l between July 1999
and J a n u a r y 2000, as well as wi th a 14-year-old g ir l in February 1998.
Associated Press

\ Libby gets $8 mi l l i on for deve lopment
LIBBY - The f e d e r a l government has released $8 m i l l i o n for economic
d e v e l o p m e n t in L i b b y , the town s t r u g g l i n g wi th a s b e s t o s c o n t a m i n a t i o n ,
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Sen. Conrad Burns says.
Burns, R-Mont. , in a news release F r i d a y , said that the money he was able to
in c lud e in a s u p p l e m e n t a l f u n d i n g b i l l earl ier t h i s year w i l l now be released
by the f e d e r a l Economic Development Agency.
"I am very h a p p y that the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n released t h i s money wi thout
crea t ing a lot o f hoops for L i b b y to j u m p through," Burns said. " T h i s
community has gone through a lot and th i s money is the f i r s t s t e p toward
recovery."
An a d d i t i o n a l $3.5 m i l l i o n was i n c l u d e d in the b i l l to e xpand the l o ca l
h o s p i t a l , Burns said.
L i b b y o f f i c i a l s are d e c i d i n g how the money, which has no s t r ing s a t t a c h e d ,
w i l l be used, Burns said.
Associated Press

T e a c h e r s ' group backs Morrison for auditor
H E L E N A - T h e p o l i t i c a l educat ion committee f o r t h e s t a t e ' s l a r g e s t teacher
union endorsed Democrat J o h n Morrison for s tate aud i t or t h i s week, say ing
members were impres s ed with his p r i o r i t i e s .
The Montana Educat ion A s s o c i a t i o n - M o n t a n a F e d e r a t i o n o f Teacher s
C o m m i t t e e on P o l i t i c a l Educa t i on recommended Morrison over his
R e p u b l i c a n o p p o n e n t J o y c e S c h m i d t o f Bozeman, G a l l a t i n C o u n t y auditor.
The commit t e e compri s e s the elected members and leaders of the educa t ion
union, which r e c en t ly merged from two s eparate o r g a n i z a t i o n s in to one.
" J o h n w i l l f i g h t f or much greater access t o a f f o r d a b l e , q u a l i t y h e a l t h care for
al l Montanans ," said MEA-MFT Pres ident Eric Feaver .

Honor the Earth concert makes s t o p in B i l l i n g s
Bonnie Rait t w i l l j o i n I n d i g o G i r l s Amy Ray and E m i l y S a l i e r s a s they begin
their f o u r t h H o n o r the Earth concert tour to raise money and awareness for
American I n d i a n environmental issues.
S p e c i a l guest J o a n Baez w i l l a l so p e r f o r m and the band I n d i g e n o u s w i l l
open at the S h r i n e A u d i t o r i u m in B i l l i n g s on S a t u r d a y , S e p t . 30. Doors open
at 6 p.m. The show was p r e v i o u s l y s c h e d u l e d to take p l a c e at the MetraPark
Arena, but was moved to the S h r i n e A u d i t o r i u m due to a s c h e d u l i n g c o n f l i c t
at the Arena.
T i c k e t s go on sa l e S a t u r d a y , Aug. 19, at 10 a.m. Reserved t i c k e t s are $35
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Augus t 18, 2000
L e t t e r s for F r i d a y , A u g u s t 18, 2000
Racicot f e e d i n g o f f f e a r
It shouldn't surpr i s e us that Gov. Marc Racicot would take advan tage of our
m i s f o r t u n e as our s tate burns around us. He doesn't have to look out his
f ront window and watch the S o u t h F o r k Nemote f i r e f l a r e in the a f t ernoon
winds as my w i f e and I do.
Racicot is too busy making " p o l i t i c a l hay" off of our f e a r and worry to have
any idea what it i s l i k e to l i v e wi th t h i s day in and day out. It shouldn't
surpri s e us that all he can o f f e r is a ca l l to prayer b e f or e he boards a p l a n e to
fly back east and spread his face all over the "big money markets."
We used to have mental h e a l t h programs in M o n t a n a to h e l p those who had
such s e l f - c e n t e r e d and s e l f - s e r v i n g a t t i t u d e s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , Racicot s o ld o f f
our mental h e a l t h care sys t em to a corporat ion in M a r y l a n d , and even though
the s ta t e has taken it back, it remains a mess, so we no l onger can prov id e
services that might have a s s i s t ed him.
We shouldn't be surpri s ed that a governor who would use the backs of the
m e n t a l l y i l l a s s t e p p i n g stones up the p o l i t i c a l l a d d e r would not do the same
wi th the cr i s i s that f a c e s the p e o p l e o f Montana today.
Michael W. Marks,
910 Brooks St., Suite 202, Missoula

Governor is off base
So our governor i s b l a m i n g Pre s id en t C l i n t o n for the m a g n i t u d e o f our
recent f o r e s t f i r e s , c i t i n g h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s a t t e m p t s t o p r o t e c t our f ew
remaining road l e s s areas w h i l e i g n o r i n g f o r e s t t h i n n i n g and other p r a c t i c e s
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as the reasons for t h i s di sas ter.
L e t ' s p u t th i s i n i t s p r o p e r p e r s p e c t i v e : F i r s t , t h e v o l a t i l e c o n d i t i o n s were t h e
result o f the poor l o g g i n g pract i ce s a l l o w e d d u r i n g the Reagan/Bush
admini s trat ions , cu t t ing down the mature trees, l e a v i n g the s m a l l e r trees and
underbrush which are les s f i r e r e s i s t an t , and which promote s f u r t h e r growth
of the s m a l l e r , more v o l a t i l e mater ial s .
S e c o n d l y i f C l i n t o n had requested f u n d i n g f o r f o r e s t management, Racicot
and his f e l l o w R e p u b l i c a n s would be quick to bash him as another "tax and
spend" Democrat. If Racicot was so concerned about our f o r e s t s ' h e a l t h , why
did he not e n l i s t the aid of his cohorts Conrad Burns and Rick Hill in
a p p r o a c h i n g P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n a n d t h e Congre s s f o r t h i s f u n d i n g ? P e r h a p s
they were too a f r a i d of o f f e n d i n g the t imber i n d u s t r y that c on tr ibu t e s so
generous ly to the ir campaigns .
Racicot did say he made a statement to a U.S. subcommit t e e , quo t ing a 1999
General A c c o u n t i n g O f f i c e report that said f o r e s t f i r e s were imminent and
needed " s t ewardsh ip ." He never d e f i n e d what he meant by s t e w a r d s h i p or
what he would have done. His actions were both far too l i t t l e and far too la t e
for any p r e v e n t i v e ac t ions . T h i s s i t u a t i o n merely p r o v i d e d him with an
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r media exposure.
I am amazed at Racicot's a l l e g e d l o n g - s t a n d i n g concern for our f o r e s t s wh i l e
p r o f e s s i n g utter surpri s e at the scores of deaths in his nat ive L i b b y caused by
asbe s to s p o i s o n i n g .
It i s obvious that Racicot i s u s ing th i s d i s a s t e r to p r o p e l h i m s e l f into a h igh er
o f f i c e , p o s s i b l y S e c r e t a r y o f I n t e r i o r , i f George W. Bush i s e l e c t ed . God h e l p
our f o r e s t s and other natural resources if t h i s ever h a p p e n s .
Charles L. Kaudy,
2805 Lowridge Court, No. 7, Missoula

True victims ignored
The M i s s o u l i a n and the t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s have carried s tor i e s about the l o s s
of homes in the Bitterroot f i r e s . I f ound it ironic that these art ic l e s covered
the l o s s of summer or second homes, and not a r t i c l e s about the l o g g e r s and
f o r e s t r y workers whose l i v e l i h o o d s as we l l as homes have been de s t royed .
O n e g en t l eman s tated h e w o u l d n ' t r ebu i ld . H e ' d j u s t g o somewhere e l s e
since th e scenic beauty was gone. It ' s p e r h a p s j u s t a s w e l l . I doubt h e w i l l b e
g r e a t l y missed in that community.
My s y m p a t h y and concern is for the p e o p l e who were the homeowners who
l i v e d and worked in these communit i e s whose l o s s e s are t r u l y l i fe a l t e r i n g
and d e v a s t a t i n g . One can assume these p e o p l e were harder for the reporters
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August 17, 2000
Grace i n s u l a t i o n s t i l l dangerous , says report
B y P H I L I P B R A S H E R A s s o c i a t e d Press
' E v e n m i n i m a l h a n d l i n g 1 said t o pose h e a l t h risks
WASHINGTON - I n s u l a t i o n that was produced f r om the W.R. Grace and
Co. mine near L i b b y is a danger to workers or homeowners who h a n d l e it
because of the asbestos i t contains , f e d e r a l h e a l t h o f f i c i a l s say.
The P u b l i c H e a l t h S e r v i c e ha s asked th e N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f Occupat ional
S a f e t y and H e a l t h to "look into the current worker expo sure s that may be
d e a l i n g wi th these p r o d u c t s and issue an alert if need be," Aubrey K. M i l l e r ,
an o f f i c i a l in the h e a l t h s e r v i c e ' s Denver region, said M o n d a y .
T e s t i n g o f Z o n o l i t e - b r a n d i n s u l a t i o n , a l o n g wi th Grace in t ernal document s ,
shows that "even minimal h a n d l i n g by workers or r e s i d e n t s po s e s a
s u b s t a n t i a l h e a l t h risk," the h ea l th service said in a recent memorandum to
N I O S H .
The risk to homeowners would be small if they leave the i n s u l a t i o n alone,
said t h e m e m o ' s author, H u g h S l o a n , an a s s i s t an t surgeon general .
"My sense is that homeowners th emse lv e s , if that remains u n d i s t u r b e d ,
s h o u l d n ' t have a n y worry," S l o a n said.
Recent s t u d i e s show that even casual h a n d l i n g of the i n s u l a t i o n can e xpo s e
workers or homeowners to 150 times the asbestos level considered s a f e
under f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s , according to the memo.
The h e a l t h service and NIOSH are part of the Department of H e a l t h and
H u m a n S e r v i c e s . A NIOSH o f f i c i a l said the agency was reviewing the h e a l t h
s e r v i c e ' s concerns.
The i n s u l a t i o n was used in m i l l i o n s of homes and bu s ine s s e s n a t i o n w i d e .
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O f f i c i a l s of Grace , which is based in C o l u m b i a , Md., d e c l i n e d to
i m m e d i a t e l y comment on the memo.
In a s tatement on its Web s i t e , however, the company said the i n s u l a t i o n
p r i m a r i l y was put in o l d e r homes and s e l d o m used in new construct ion.
"We be l i eve now, as we did d u r i n g the time we s o l d the p r o d u c t , that there
is no unrea sonabl e risk of i n j u r y or i l l n e s s a s soc ia ted wi th the presence of
t h i s i n s u l a t i o n in homes," the s tatement said.
V e r m i c u l i t e f r o m Grace' s mine near L i b b y was sold for use in garden
p r o d u c t s , f i r e p r o o f i n g , cement mixtures and more than a dozen other
consumer p r o d u c t s . Most of the ore was heated u n t i l it e x p a n d e d l i k e
p o p c o r n , then marketed as Z o n o l i t e i n s u l a t i o n .
A s b e s t o s , which has been l i n k e d to l u n g cancer and other d i s ea s e s , is a
natural contaminant of v ermi cu l i t e ore.
The New Y o r k T i m e s reported l a s t month that t h e Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n
A g e n c y was i n v e s t i g a t i n g why o f f i c i a l s ignored for 18 years a s t u d y that
showed Grace was u s ing ore laden wi th asbe s to s in i n s u l a t i o n and other
b u i l d i n g p r o d u c t s .
The S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r said i t had obtained internal document s
s h ow ing that Grace o f f i c i a l s were aware of h ea l th risks f r o m asbe s to s in
i n s u l a t i o n in the 1970s.
"We b e l i ev e that a dec i s ion to a f f i x asbes tos warning l a b e l s to our p r o d u c t s
would r e su l t in s u b s t a n t i a l sale s losses," company e x e cu t iv e vice p r e s i d e n t
E.S. Wood wrote in a 1977 document. "The risk of l i a b i l i t y to customers is
he igh t ened by the d e c i s i on not to label our product s ."
F e d e r a l i n v e s t i g a t o r s are c o n d u c t i n g medical t e s t s in the L i b b y area
f o l l o w i n g r epor t s that hundred s o f v e r m i c u l i t e miners and the ir r e l a t i v e s
have died or are d y i n g f rom asbe s to s-re la t ed diseases. Several l a w s u i t s have
been f i l e d on b e h a l f of workers and the ir f a m i l i e s .
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Augus t 14,2000
M o n t a n a news b r i e f s
S p e c i a l t o th e M i s s o u l i a n
M o n d a y , A u g u s t 14, 2000
EPA inspec tor to begin Libby probe
L I B B Y - R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e Environmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y ' s
i n s p e c t o r g e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e w i l l b e here th i s week t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e a g e n c y ' s
hi s t or i ca l involvement with the former W.R. Grace and Co. vermicu l i t e
mine.
P e o p l e wi th i n f o r m a t i o n on the involvement of the EPA and other f e d e r a l
agencies are urged to e i ther at tend Tuesday's open se s s ions or s chedule
p r i v a t e interviews.
The i n s p e c t o r general ' s o f f i c e i s i n v e s t i g a t i n g how the EPA and other
agencies , such as the Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
h a n d l e d a sbe s to s-re la t ed h e a l t h issues b e fore the mine c l o s ed in 1990.
The i n v e s t i g a t i o n , requested by EPA and congre s s ional o f f i c i a l s , was
sparked by c l a i m s that the EPA knew of h e a l t h risks as soc iated with the
mine but f a i l e d to take a p p r o p r i a t e action.
EPA spokeswoman W e n d y T h o m i said the i n v e s t i g a t i o n is f o c u s i n g on the
1980s and be f or e .
"They're not here to second-guess dec i s ions that are be ing made now,"
T h o m i said.
The EPA i n s p e c t o r genera l ' s o f f i c e i s an i n d e p e n d e n t e n t i t y that a u d i t s and
i n v e s t i g a t e s agency p r o b l e m s and opera t i on s . The p u r p o s e i s to promote
economy and e f f i c i e n c y and prevent and detect f raud and abuse in EPA
programs and opera t i on s .
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Augus t 01, 2000
M o n t a n a news b r i e f s
S p e c i a l f o r t h e M i s s o u l i a n
T h u r s d a y , A u g u s t 31, 2000
Libby asbestos t e s t ing draws thousands
LIBBY - The number of p e o p l e interes ted in free asbestos t e s t i n g here has
f a r exceeded e x p e c t a t i o n s , f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s said.
The A g e n c y for T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and Disease Regi s t ry has s ch edu l ed 5,250
r e s id en t s for screening to measures exposure to a sbe s to s f i b e r s f r o m the
f ormer W.R. Grace v ermi cu l i t e mine.
As o f S a t u r d a y , 3,300 had c ompl e t ed the t e s t s , spokeswoman K a t h y S k i p p e r
said. T h a t was 300 more than the or ig ina l e s t imate , she sa id .
The test i n c l u d e s a set of chest X-rays , a p u l m o n a r y f u n c t i o n test and a
per sonal medical h i s t o ry .
F e d e r a l agencies came here f o l l o w i n g report s l a s t winter d e t a i l i n g
wide spr ead dea th and i l l n e s s f rom expo sure to asbe s to s .
T e s t i n g began i n J u l y a n d w i l l continue into October, a n d t h e r e ' s s t i l l time
f or p e o p l e t o s i g n up, S k i p p e r said. The target group i n c l u d e s anyone who
l i v ed in L i b b y for at least six months b e fore Dec. 31, 1990.
I n t e r e s t e d per sons s h o u l d ca l l 1-800-439-8308.
Associated Press

Big crowd expec t ed at Di l l on f a i r , rodeo
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DILLON - Labor Day weekend is t r a d i t i o n a l l y a big weekend here, but
o f f i c i a l s t h i n k there may be a d e l u g e of p e o p l e t h i s weekend for the
Beaverhead County f a i r and rodeo because of land c losures r e l a t i n g to f i r e
danger.
A f t e r a l l , there i s n ' t much el se t o d o .
" I ' m concerned that w i th a l l t h e f o r e s t c losures , p e o p l e w h o n o r m a l l y g o
h u n t i n g or c a m p i n g t h i s weekend w i l l be showing up in D i l l o n , " S h e r i f f
K e i t h Reeder said. "We r e a l l y are the on ly ma jor event h a p p e n i n g in
s ou thwe s t Montana."
Reeder said hi s o f f i c e p l a n s to ca l l s ix reserves to as s i s t the D i l l o n p o l i c e
d e p a r t m e n t over the weekend.
Associated Press

Cascade County o f f i c i a l a p p e a l s DUI case
GREAT FALLS - Cascade County Commis s ioner G a y l e Morris ha s
a p p e a l e d h i s convic t ion for drunken d r i v i n g in D i s t r i c t Court , a r g u i n g
several p r e j u d i c i a l errors in the trai l denied him his r igh t s .
In the a p p e a l f i l e d M o n d a y , at torney Ken Olson argued for at l ea s t the th ird
t ime that Great Fal l s p o l i c e o f f i c e r S c o t t Van Every never shou ld have
p u l l e d over Morri s in A p r i l 1999.
A muni c ipa l j u d g e r e j e c t ed that argument, and a j u r y convic ted Morris on
May 7 of d r i v i n g w h i l e in t ox i ca t ed . J u r o r s acqui t t ed him of a second charge
of reckle s s d r i v i n g .*&•
H o w e v e r , a S h e l b y d i s t r i c t j u d g e agreed with Morri s in a c iv i l case in which
Morri s regained his l i cense.• ' & * •
Now the same que s t ion is b e f o r e a d i s t r i c t j u d g e in an a p p e a l of the criminal
convic t ion. The c i ty has 15 days to respond to the a p p e a l .
Associated Press

W e a p o n s trial set for suspected molester
G R E A T FALLS - A man f a c i n g charges that he s e x u a l l y a s sau l t ed three
boys w i l l go on t r ia l S e p t . 18 on s eparate charges of c o n c e a l i n g a weapon
a n d i m p e r s o n a t i n g a p o l i c e o f f i c e r n e a r ' a n e l ementary s choo l .
N a t h a n i e l B a r - J o n a h , 43, cou ld fa c e f i v e years in p r i s o n for each o f f e n s e in
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connect ion wi th the Dec. 1 5 inc iden t .
D e f e n s e lawyers have asked that the tr ial be moved because of media
a t t e n t i o n , bu t D i s t r i c t J u d g e Marge J o h n s o n d i smi s s ed the argument.
Bar-Jonah a l s o i s charged in another case wi th s e x u a l l y a s s a u l t i n g three
boys. His trial on f i v e f e l o n i e s in that case is s ch edu l ed for Oct. 16. He is a
su spec t in the 1996 d i s a p p e a r a n c e of 10-year-old Zachary Ramsay, but has
not been charged.
Bar- J o n a h is in Cascade County regional j a i l on $1.2 m i l l i o n bail.
Associated Press

G r a n d f a t h e r denies endangering baby
HELENA - A man accused of g i v i n g beer to his i n f a n t grandson and
encouraging the baby's f a t h e r to do the same has p l e a d e d not g u i l t y to a
misdemeanor charge of criminal endangerment.
W i l f o r d W i l l i a m C r o f t , 66, could f a c e a maximum of s ix months in j a i l and
a $500 f i n e if convicted. A trial date has not been set.
Prosecutors contend that C r o f t ' s 9-month-o ld grand son , J a s o n , d i ed l a s t
December o f a l cohol p o i s o n i n g . An au t op sy revealed that th e baby' s b lood
alcoho l l ev e l was 0.12.
T h e b a b y ' s f a t h e r , 27-year-old J a y C r o f t , w a s charged with n e g l i g e n t
homic ide in the case, and l a t e r admi t t ed g i v i n g the baby a l e t h a l dose of
beer.
He has not been sentenced on the charge. His attorney has mainta ined that
Jay C r o f t learned the behavior f r om h i s f a t h e r .
Associated Press
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J u l y 29, 2000
Other sites s u f f e r f o r L i b b y ' s i l l s
Assoc ia t ed Press
S u p e r f u n d money b e i n g d iver t ed f r o m o ther c l e a n u pp r o j e c t s f o r asbestos work
LIBBY (AP) - A dozen S u p e r f u n d p r o j e c t s around the country have been put
on hold so the f ed era l program could use $13 mi l l i on to pay for asbe s to s
cleanup here.
The Libby asbestos problem put the S u p e r f u n d program in a f i n a n c i a l
squeeze because it came to l igh t a f t e r the f edera l budget year had s tar t ed ,
and a f t e r S u p e r f u n d money was cut by $100 m i l l i o n , said S t e v e L u f t i g ,
d epu ty as s i s tant adminis trator o f th e Environmental Protection Agency' s
S u p e r f u n d program.
L u f t i g dec l ined to say which S u p e r f u n d communities wi l l have to wait for
c l eanup money because of Libby.
L u f t i g was in Libby thi s week for the f i r s t time to inspect the two c l eanup
sites at the former W.R. Grace export and screening f a c i l i t i e s , where
vermiculite was processed for decades.
A s b e s t o s dust that was a vermiculite byproduct is blamed for the deaths of
about 200 Libby residents. More than 375 Libby res idents have already been
diagnosed with asbestos-related diseases. More than 4,200 p e o p l e w i l l
undergo heal th screenings over the next couple of months.
The Community Advi sory Group meeting Thur sday drew top o f f i c i a l s f r om
the EPA, Agency for T o x i c Subs tance s and Disease Registry and the U . S .
Department of H e a l t h and Human Service s - the three key f ed era l agencies
involved i n L i b b y ' s asbestos af termath.
Max Dodson, an EPA regional administrator f rom Denver, said Libby is the
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top S u p e r f u n d p r i o r i t y in the EPA's Region 8, which inc lude s much of the
northwestern Unit ed S t a t e s .
A s s i s t a n t U.S. Surgeon General Dr. H u g h S l o a n promised to push for
f e d e ra l l e g i s l a t i o n or waivers that would pay medical expenses for p e o p l e
diagnosed with asbestos-related disease.
Several committee members and Libby residents in the audience expressed
f r u s t r a t i o n because those who are ill have to pay for p r e s c r i p t i o n s and other
medical expense s beyond the free pre l iminary screening.
ATSDR ass i s tant administrator Dr. Henry F a l k said his agency intends to
s ta t i on an e p i d e m i o l o g i s t in Montana to f o cu s on Libby.
"We're j u s t b eg inning to think how we can implement this," F a l k said. "In
my own mind I have a l i s t of th ing s that could be done."
Several re s ident s wondered why a por t i on of the $3.5 m i l l i o n f e d e r a l
a l l o c a t i o n t o S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l c o u l d n ' t b e used t o p a y p a t i e n t s '
medical expenses.
The f u n d i n g must be used to upgrade computers and bu i ld and renovate
h e a l t h care f a c i l i t i e s .
"The money doesn't seem to h e l p us," said Pat Vinion , an asbestos victim
whose f a t h e r and uncle died of asbestos disease. "When my f a t h e r d i ed , we
d i d n ' t have a n y money t o d o anything else. I ' m g e t t i n g sicker a l l t h e time,
and there's s t i l l no money to do anything else. T h i s is over $3 m i l l i o n and
we s t i l l can't get an EKG."
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J u l y 26, 2000
T h i s company j u s t w o n ' t change
W e d n e s d a y , July 26, 2000
M i s s o u l i a n Ed i t or ia l
W.R. Grace i s up to tried-and-true tricks in Libby. Its words don't match it s
actions.
C a l l up a company-made Web site on "the Woburn S t o r y , " W.R. Grace's
view of a leukemia c lu s t er that was i d e n t i f i e d in the M a s s a c h u s e t t s town of
Woburn.
Grace and two other companies were accused of t a i n t i n g the water in the
town; Grace now contends that it did not contaminate the d r i n k i n g water.
But the company o f f e r s some soo th ing, humble words about the
controversy:. . . . . . .. . . ._._._.. . . . ._. ._.. .........
"We made mistakes in addre s s ing the concerns of the community and the
government agencies."
"We realized that it was up to us to demonstrate our commitment to
addre s s ing these concerns."
"Grace has spent 12 years a p p l y i n g le s sons learned from these earlier
mistakes and re s t or ing the c o m m u n i t y ' s c o n f i d e n c e and trust."
S o r r y , Grace. Back to school you go.
Whatever the company learned in Massachu s e t t s i sn ' t showing in Montana.
Asbe s t o s b y p r o d u c t s of a vermiculite mine operated by W.R. Grace for
decades in Libby have been linked to 200 deaths and numerous h e a l t h
prob l ems among area res idents . About 100 l a w s u i t s by Libby r e s id en t s and
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workers are p e n d i n g against the company.
J u s t las t week, Grace o f f i c i a l s bemoaned how few Libby re s ident s are
ac c ep t ing hea l th insurance o f f e r e d by Grace. The reason is s imp l e : lack of
trust.
Now, W.R. Grace is back in the thick of controversy, buying back the mine
and immedia t e ly kicking the Environmental Protec t ion Agency' s
i n v e s t i g a t o r s off the p r o p e r t y and s t a l l i n g the c l eanup at the site.
P a r t i c u l a r l y g a l l i n g is that Grace even asked to be pa id if the EPA uses some
o f G r a c e ' s p r o p e r t y t o p i l e u p asbes tos-contaminated soil taken f r o m G r a c e ' s
own land or mine.
T h i s f r om a company that has o f t en said that it "takes its r e spon s i b i l i ty to the
p e o p l e of Libby seriously" and "will do everyth ing p o s s i b l e to e x p e d i t e the
cleanup."
No wonder the re s idents of Libby are f r u s t r a t e d , f e e l i n g alone and r e l y i n g on
lawyers to sort through their mess. N o b o d y else is square ly on their s ide,
watching out for their interests.
The EPA has not been ent ire ly trus tworthy on the L i b b y contamination. It
knew about the prob l ems there for years and did no th ing , s h e l v i n g report s
about high l e v e l s of asbestos contamination in ore mined by Grace.
At th i s p o i n t , however, the EPA is the only agency with the au thor i ty , access
and expert i s e to deal with the contamination and the company.
If the EPA and Libby are forced to adopt a no-compromise, no-co l laborat ion
s tand, W.R. Grace wi l l have only i t s e l f to blame.
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J u l y 25,2000
Grace denies EPA access request
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N M i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
Company wants to d i c ta t e rales be fore agency continues c l eanup
HELENA - W.R. Grace and Co. has re j e c t ed a U.S. Environmental
Protect ion Agency demand for immediate access to its former Libby mine
site until the EPA agrees to Grace's ground rules , attorneys for the company
say.
In a l e t t er la t e last week to the EPA, lawyers for Grace said the company
wil l not honor an EPA demand for access to carry on with c l eanup work at
the site of the former mine that's been linked to a sb e s t o s -re la t ed dea th s and
i l l n e s s e s in the area. The l e t t er ca l l ed the EPA's order "an u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
t a k i n g of pr ivate p r o p e r t y for p u b l i c use without due proces s and j u s t
compensation."
The l e t t e r said the company wants f our t h ing s f r om the EPA: a preci se
d e s c r i p t i o n of p r o p e r t y the EPA wishes to enter; a d e s c r i p t i o n of e x a c t l y
what the f e d e r a l agency p l a n s to do on each parcel of l a n d ; compensat ion for
any damages caused by the EPA; and immunity f r o m l i a b i l i t y against what
the EPA does or moves onto the proper ty .
The EPA had p lanned to t ran s f e r a sbe s to s- laden waste f r om an old
pro c e s s ing p l a n t back onto mine p r o p e r t y during remediation. W.R. Grace
and Co. la s t week barred the EPA from the site a f t e r the company purchased
c o n t r o l l i n g shares of the development f i rm that has owned the site for
several years. The company re j ec t ed an EPA call l a s t W e d n e s d a y for access
to the land wi th in 24 hours.
"EPA has demanded that Grace u n i l a t e r a l l y s ign a document a l l o w i n g EPA
to commandeer t h i r d - p a r t y private p r o p e r t y to serve as a d i s p o s a l site for
EPA-generated materials," said the l e t t e r f r o m the attorneys.
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An EPA o f f i c i a l in H e l e n a said she's not sure how or when the issue w i l l be
resolved. A t t o r n e y s for the EPA are G r a f t i n g a response to Grace, said
W e n d y T h o m i , community involvement coordinator for the S u p e r f u n d
o f f i c e .
Grace is f a c i n g about 100 lawsui t s f rom former workers and other Libby
res idents who have heal th problems they have l inked to the asbestos f r o m
the c o m p a n y ' s vermiculi te mine. The mine, which was shut down 10 years
ago, produced vermicul i t e for in su la t ion and other purpose s . The asbe s to s
l inked to nearly 200 deaths in the area and numerous h e a l t h prob l ems was
produced as a byproduc t of mining operations.
The EPA has s tarted c l eanup at the c o m p a n y ' s former screening p l a n t , which
s i t s across the h ighway f rom the actual mine. The screening p l a n t was a f i r s t
s t o p in o p e r a t i o n s , where workers i n i t i a l l y sorted vermicul i te f r om raw ore.
A l a n S t r i n g e r , former mine supervisor and now Grace's repre s entat ive in
Libby, said the company wants to avoid any f a u l t for what the EPA might
d e p o s i t on the proper ty . Grace wants exact p l a n s b e fore it a l l o w s the EPA
f u r t h e r access to the mine site, he said. That's p r i m a r i l y why the company
repurchased the mine s i te , S t r i n g e r e x p l a i n e d
"There were going to be issues related to ongoing f u t u r e l i a b i l i t y , " said
S t r i n g e r . "We f e l t the only way we could have u p f r o n t control of the
s i tua t i on was to be in control of the property."
T h o m i said EPA has s p e c i f i c site c l eanup p l a n s and doesn't intend to move
anyth ing onto the o ld mine site that d idn' t originate there.
"The only t h i n g s we are going to be d i s p o s i n g of are what we're c l eaning up
f rom the screening p l a n t , " said Thomi.
S t r i n g e r said he e x p e c t s the d i s p u t e to be s e t t l e d wi th in a week or two.
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F i b e r l e v e l s once t h o u g h t s a f e are now d a n g e r o u s
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N M i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
ERA encourages those who may have been expos ed to geta check up
LIBBY - Anyone who lived in Libby be fore the end of 1990 l i k e l y breathed
in asbes tos f i b e r s produced by the W.R. Grace and Co. vermicul i t e mine, the
U.S. Environmental Protec t ion Agency has warned area re s ident s .
In a local n e w s p a p e r ad la s t week, the EPA po in t ed to a ir-qual i ty t e s t s
conducted in the 1970s and '80s, both by the company and by f e d e r a l
r egu la tor s . The t e s t s de tec ted l ev e l s o f airborne asbes to s p a r t i c l e s now
known to be dangerous.
" T h e r e f o r e it is clear that a person was l i k e l y expo s ed to asbestos f i b e r s by
s i m p l y l i v i n g in Libby while the mine was operat ing," the p u b l i c service
message warned. "Even low level s of asbestos exposure can increase the
risk of asbe s to s-re lated disease."
In its p u b l i c service ad, the EPA said Grace t e s t ed the air on a rainy
December day in 1975 in downtown Libby. The test showed asbestos
concentrat ions as high as 1.5 f i b e r s per cubic centimeter, or 150 times
higher than the current a l l o w a b l e s tandard of 0.1 f i b e r s per cubic cent imeter
of air.
But Grace spokesman A l a n S t r i n g e r said that in 1975, the a l l o w a b l e amount
was higher than 1.5, so air qual i ty was s t i l l wi th in the realm of what was
bel ieved to be s a f e at the time. The company, he said, did not k n o w i n g l y put
Libby re s ident s at risk. P l u s , he added , the test on ly o f f e r s a brief snapshot
of what was go ing on 25 years ago. S t r i n g e r maintains that no large c l oud s
of a sbe s to s- laden dust f rom the mine ever f i l l e d the skies of L i b b y , 13 miles
away.
As to the EPA assertion that everyone in Libby was exposed b e f or e the mine
shut down in la t e 1990, S t r i n g e r said, "that' s their rhetoric."
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"It was one t e s t , and I don't know that ' s what i t means," S t r i n g e r sa id.
But the EPA wants everyone who may have been expo s ed to check on their
h ea l t h . The n ew spaper ad al so speaks of a f e d e r a l air test in 1980, dur ing
another rainy p e r i o d , when air sampl e s tes ted as h igh as 0.5 f i b e r s per cubic
centimeter of air.
" W h i l e i n f o r m a t i o n about past exposures is l i m i t e d , we bel ieve these were
no i s o l a t e d instances and that during dry weather times and during weather
inversions over Libby , or during per iod s of high produc t i on at the mine or
pro c e s s ing areas, asbestos f i b e r counts could have been much higher," the
EPA l e t t e r s tated.
The message encourages residents to sign up for the free heal th tests now
under way by EPA a f f i l i a t e s in Libby. S t o r e windows and w a l l s around town
are f i l l e d with po s t er s encouraging re s ident s to "Please say yes to the test."
To date, some 3,500 p e o p l e have said yes and made a p p o i n t m e n t s to have
their br ea th ing f u n c t i o n s tested by the f e d e r a l Agency for T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s
and Disease Registry.
W e n d y T h o m i , EPA community involvement coordinator, said the t e s t i n g
program has nearly reached the maximum c a p a c i t y for th i s summer. She
ca l l ed the response to the free t e s t ing program "amazing."
EPA te s t s th i s year show the air in Libby is c lean, except for some f i b e r s
f o u n d at two sites related to the mine.
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F r e e care, f ew takers
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N M i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
S o m e i n L i b b y s k e p t i c a l o f G r a c e ' s m e d i c a l o f f e r
LIBBY - When W.R. Grace and Co. decided to o f f e r f r e e medical insurance
to former emp loye e s and others with hea l th prob l ems re la ted to its mining
opera t i on s here, company o f f i c i a l s expec t ed throngs o f takers.
I n s t e a d , t h e p e o p l e o f Libby have l a r g e l y shunned G r a c e ' s o f f e r o f b a s i c a l l y
f r e e medical care for asbes tos-related i l l n e s s e s . S i n c e the program was
opened for enrollment in A p r i l , only a dozen p e o p l e have s igned on.
"I was naive. I thought p e o p l e would be l ined up to sign up," said A l a n
S t r i n g e r , former mine supervisor and now Grace's po in t man in Libby.
I n f a c t , S t r i n g e r d i d n ' t think h e ' d b e able t o manage a l l t h e e n r o l l m e n t s
h i m s e l f and expec t ed to hire out the job of g e t t i n g p e o p l e s igned up. But the
p e o p l e o f Libby d o n ' t seem interested.
It a p p e a r s that Grace has a major c r e d i b i l i t y prob l em with Libby re s ident s
and former employee s of its vermiculite mine. That's no surpri se , as the
company is s t i l l f a c i n g roughly 100 l a w s u i t s f rom Libby-area re s ident s
a l l e g i n g asbestos p o i s o n i n g f r o m the Grace vermiculi te mine that shut down
in 1990.
T h u s far, r epor t s have l inked nearly 200 deaths to the tox i c dust that was a
byproduc t of the mine. Another 375 p e o p l e are r e p o r t e d l y ill f r om asbes tos
exposure.
Robert W i l k i n s , a 25-year mine employee , was diagnosed with a sbe s to s i s
two years ago. He sued Grace for damages and s e t t l e d the l a w s u i t , so he' s
not e l i g i b l e to p a r t i c i p a t e in the insurance program. But he's not surpri s ed at
the lack of community interest in the c o m p a n y ' s o f f e r and says his former
co-workers don't intend to go near the plan.
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"The p e o p l e who worked there don't want any part of it," said W i l k i n s .
"None of the workers have any f a i t h in Grace."
"We trusted them for 30-some-odd years, and they l i ed to us," said W i l k i n s .
"Why the he l l would they change now?"
S t r i n g e r and others are trying to get the message across that re s idents wi l l
not lo s e their r ight s by s igning up for the heal th insurance p lan . Former
workers and L i b b y re s ident s who have already sued the mine and s e t t l e d out
of court or had a j u d g m e n t declared are not e l i g i b l e for the p lan . But,
S t r i n g e r said, those with p e n d i n g lawsu i t s a n d p lanned l i t i g a t i o n a r e n ' t
s i g n i n g away any right to sue the company if they use the insurance p lan .
Why then, is Grace o f f e r i n g what seems to be such a generos i ty, with no
s t r ing s at tached?
"It' s the right thing," said S t r i n g e r , who supervised mine operat ions for 10
years. "There's no question that there are p e o p l e who were p r o b a b l y exposed
to asbes tos f r o m our operation."
The question that remains is how many and what Grace should do to
compensate them. For starters, S t r i n g e r said, the company wanted to make a
show of good f a i t h by o f f e r i n g the heal th insurance package to those who
are i l l .
The lack of enrol lment is not due to a lack of concern about hea l th prob l ems
among Libby res idents. A l r e a d y , 3,500 p e o p l e have made a p p o i n t m e n t s with
f e d e r a l hea l th o f f i c i a l s to p a r t i c i p a t e in a f r e e screening to asses their h e a l t h
risks and p o t e n t i a l prob l ems f rom asbestos exposure.
W i l k i n s s p e cu la t ed the high turnout for the f e d e r a l screenings is a matter of
trust. The U . S . Environmental Protect ion A g e n c y , he sa id , "is the only f r i end
w e ' v e go t up here."
Dr. S t e p h e n K a r d o s , f o u n d e r and chief executive o f f i c e r o f H e a l t h N e t w o r k
of America, the company that ' s admin i s t e r ing the insurance p l a n , was in
L i b b y la s t week to convince ho sp i t a l o f f i c i a l s and others that the medical
package r ea l ly is a good deal.
Grace, he said, "couldn't duck thi s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y if it wanted to."
K a r d o s said he thinks Grace s t e p p i n g forward with the insurance coverage is
"history-making" in corporate America.
"Here ' s a company tha t ' s b egging p e o p l e t o l e t i t do s ome th ing good f or
them, and there's resistance," said K a r d o s , whose company operate s out of
New J e r s e y and oversees hea l th p l a n s across the nation.
J e a n i e Gentry, spokeswoman f o r S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l i n L i b b y , said
the h o s p i t a l i s p u s h i n g p e o p l e to take advantage of the insurance o f f e r .
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"We're encouraging everybody that can to sign up," said Gentry. "Even
t hough we see some f l a w s in the p l a n , it pays for a lot of t h ing s .
Still she said, many p e o p l e are afraid that e n r o l l i n g in the program would
weaken their cases against the company.
So there's o n l y so far the h o s p i t a l can go to encourage enrol lment.
"From our p e r s p e c t i v e , that p l a n is one more p o s s i b l e payer of h o s p i t a l
expense s that p e o p l e incur," said Gentry. Y e t , sh e a d d e d , "It' s a hard call t o
make a n d i t ' s a personal decision."
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J u l y 22, 2000
ERA a d m i t s s h e l v i n g asbestos s t u d y
A s s o c i a t e d Press
R e p o r t : A g e n c y l a u n c h i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n
NEW YORK (AP) - The Environmental Prot e c t i on Agency i s i n v e s t i g a t i n g
why o f f i c i a l s ignored for 18 years a s tudy that showed W.R. Grace and Co.
was us ing ore laden with asbestos in in su la t i on and other b u i l d i n g p r o d u c t s ,
T h e N e w York T i m e s reported Saturday .
The agency shelved a 1982 s tudy which f o u n d alarming l e v e l s of
cancer-causing asbestos in ore that Grace had said i n c l u d e d harmless
amounts of the mater ia l , The Time s said it was t o l d by u n i d e n t i f i e d EPA
o f f i c i a l s . The agency al so s cu t t l ed f o l l o w - u p s t ud i e s and continued to accept
t h e c o m p a n y ' s lower f i g u r e s , t h e o f f i c i a l s said.
As a r e su l t , Grace, a maker of s p e c i a l t y chemicals and b u i l d i n g mater ia l s ,
was al lowed to l a r g e l y avoid government scrutiny and use the ore in
p r o d u c t s , l ike f i r e p r o o f i n g , that the company promoted as a sb e s t o s- fr e e , The
T i m e s reported on its Web site.
In 1983, an agency o f f i c i a l misrepresented the report and d o w n p l a y e d its
f i n d i n g s in r e s p o n d i n g to congressional inquiries about the level of a sbe s to s
in the ore, known as vermicul i t e , the o f f i c i a l s t o l d the newspaper.
The report re surfaced a f t e r the EPA began an i n v e s t i g a t i o n in December into
a hea l th crisis in Libby, where Grace mined vermiculite until 1990. Workers
and re s ident s there have died and are d y i n g from lung disease at rates far
above the national average. A l m o s t 200 re s ident s have died f r o m
asbestos-caused di s ease s , and another 320 are s u f f e r i n g f r om related
i l l n e s s e s .
The report , l e t t e r s and other records have been sent to the EPA in spe c t or
general, who p l a n s to begin an inquiry on Monday, the o f f i c i a l s said.
"We don't ask our in spe c tor general to do an i n v e s t i g a t i o n l i g h t l y , " said
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S t e v e J o h n s o n , d e p u t y ass i s tant admini s t ra tor o f th e o f f i c e o f prevent ion,
p e s t i c i d e s and toxic substances. "We want to know p r e c i s e l y what did
happen."
The w i d e l y used f i r e p r o o f i n g mater ia l s , as well as a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n and other
produc t s , l a r g e l y remain in thousands of homes and o f f i c e s . But the heal th
risks are unclear, because it is not known how much asbestos may be
present in the p r o d u c t s . Grace said it had tried to remove as much asbes tos
as p o s s i b l e during pro c e s s ing , and contended that the p r o d u c t s contained
only trace amounts of asbestos.
EPA o f f i c i a l s are advis ing homeowners to call the agency for more
i n f o r m a t i o n if they are concerned that they may have Grace's l o o s e - f i l l
i n s u l a t i o n , known as Z o n o l i t e , which it so ld unti l 1984.
On F r i d a y , Grace o f f i c i a l s did not d i s p u t e the 1982 EPA report , but said
their own s tudie s have c o n s i s t e n t l y shown much s m a l l e r amounts of
asbes tos .
Grace has maintained that its p r o d u c t s contain on ly trace amounts of
asbes tos , far below the 1 percent level at which the EPA res tr i c t s its use.
T h i s week W.R. Grace o f f i c i a l s repurchased the mine in L i b b y that
produc ed the tainted vermiculi te , and has banned the EPA f r o m doing
fur ther te s t ing there.
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J u l y 21,2000
Grace t e l l s ERA to keep out
B y L E N I W A N S K I Assoc ia t ed Press
A s b e s t o s in v e r m i c u l i t e ore not t e c h n i c a l l y hazardous ,c ompany r e p o r t e d l y says
H E L E N A - W.R. Grace and Co. has repurchased its former vermiculite mine
at L i b b y and revoked the Environmental Protec t ion Agency's access to the
site.
A Grace o f f i c i a l denied the company is trying to pressure EPA, but the
agency's c l eanup coordinator in Libby said Grace is at odd s with EPA over
how to c l a s s i f y the asbestos f ound there, and over t e s t i n g methods p r o p o s e d
by EPA.
"The U.S. EPA and its r epre s enta t ive s , contractors, agents , or gues t s are
hereby f o r b i d d e n f rom entering" because of l i a b i l i t y issues, Grace o f f i c i a l s
said in a l e t t e r to EPA this week.
W i l l i a m Corcoran, Grace vice pres ident for p u b l i c and regulatory a f f a i r s ,
said the company does not yet have l i a b i l i t y insurance on the mine and some
associated p r o p e r t y a l ong the K o o t e n a i River.
However , Grace spokesman Greg Euston indicated T h u r s d a y there is more
to barring EPA o f f i c i a l s f rom the p r o p e r t y than s i m p l e concern about lack of
insurance coverage if somebody t r i p s and sprains an ankle.
"The l i a b i l i t y questions have to do with what EPA wants to do on the land.
T h e y can't be given access again unt i l Grace and the EPA have worked that
out," Euston said. "It has everything to do with what EPA would l ike to do
on that land."
Euston denied that Grace was trying to pressure the EPA by denying access.
"They can have escorted access," he said. "They've been on the property.
The p r o p e r t y i sn't a mystery to them. The EPA has been in L i b b y since
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November."
Euston de c l ined to comment on whether Grace' s move s i g n a l s d i f f i c u l t i e s
between the company and EPA in re so lving c l eanup issues.
A s b e s t o s associated with the vermiculite has been blamed for hundreds of
d ea th s and i l l n e s s e s in the Libby area. The EPA has been n e g o t i a t i n g the
c l eanup of the site.
Paul Peronard, EPA cl eanup coordinator in Libby, did not re spond to
t e l e p h o n e messages Thur sday . But he said in an interview thi s week that
Grace is arguing about the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of asbestos f o u n d in vermicul i te ore
at Libby and saying that , t e c h n i c a l l y , it is not a hazardous substance under
S u p e r f u n d and clean air laws.
"They ar e s t ak ing their ground t o say, 'You ( E P A ) don ' t have a claim in
L i b b y , ' " Peronard t o ld the Spokesman-Review of S p o k a n e .
T h a t means the government could end up p a y i n g m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s for
c l e a n u p it is f o r c i n g Grace to p e r f o r m - not j u s t at L i b b y , but at proc e s s ing
p l a n t s around the country that turned the ore into home i n s u l a t i o n .
W e n d y T h o m i , E P A ' s community involvement coordinator i n H e l e n a , said
T h u r s d a y the agency has sent a l e t t er to Grace, d emanding access to the
Libby proper ty .
"We're j u s t p l a y i n g a wai t ing game now to s e e how they're go ing to re spond
to our demand for access," Thomi said.
She said the EPA does not believe that Grace's r e s t r i c t i ons on access w i l l in
any way de lay the a g e n c y ' s c l eanup p l a n s thi s summer.
The c o m p a n y ' s vermicul i te p l a n t turned ore f r om the mine into home
i n s u l a t i o n for several years. EPA is ordering the company to clean up the
site because of high asbestos l ev e l s .
The asbes tos was released for years as a byproduc t f r om the mine and has
been l inked to nearly 200 deaths in the L i b b y region. An a d d i t i o n a l 375
p e o p l e r e p o r t e d l y have been d iagnos ed with i l l n e s s e s l inked to asbes tos
exposure.
Grace c losed the mine in 1990 and sold the s i te in 1994 to K o o t e n a i
Development Corp. , owned by two local l o g g e r s and J a c k W o l t e r s , f o r m e r l y
vice p r e s i d e n t o f Grac e ' s construct ion produc t s d ivi s ion.
EPA has been n e g o t i a t i n g with Kootenai Development to move 35,000
cubic yards o f asbes tos-contaminated soil f r om Grace ' s former vermiculite
p l a n t into the mine.
Corcoran said Grace s t i l l intends to have the contaminated soil moved from
the Libby i n s u l a t i o n p l a n t back to the mine.
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J u l y 16, 2000
L i b b y r e s id en t s s t i l l w a i t i n g f o r E R A answers
A s s o c i a t e d Press
R e s u l t s of indoor air t e s t s show no w i d e s p r e a d asbestosc o n t a m i n a t i o n
LIBBY - Resu l t s of indoor air and dust t e s t s f r o m 85 homes here show no
wide spr ead asbestos contamination, but it could be several months b e f or e
Libby re s ident s know for sure what hea l th hazards they may face .
The U.S. Environmental Protec t ion Agency released r e su l t s o f the t e s t s
T h u r s d a y , bu t o f f i c i a l s t o l d homeowners they s t i l l don' t know how much o f
a prob l em there is f r om household asbestos exposure.
" T h e re su l t s d i d n ' t ind i ca t e a n y screaming emergencies, b u t w e ' r e n o t saying
there i s n ' t a n y problem d e f i n i t i v e l y , " E P A community-involvement
coordinator Diana Hammer said.
T e s t i n g has been under way in Libby since November, when f e d e r a l
agencies were alerted to po t en t ia l asbestos contamination from the former
W.R. Grace and Co. vermiculi te mine. T o n s of t r emol i t e asbestos dust
c on ta in ing toxic f i b e r s poured into the air whi le the mine was o p e r a t i n g over
a 60-year period.
H u n d r e d s of asbes tos-related deaths and i l l n e s s e s among miners and f a m i l y
members have been l inked to the mine, but i t ' s s t i l l uncertain to what degree
the community of Libby was at risk while the mine was in operation.
A second phase of home t e s t i n g wi l l sample air under various scenarios,
such as vacuuming, do ing e lec trical work ins ide w a l l s and c r a w l i n g through
v e r m i c u l i t e - f i l l e d at t ic s .
Laboratorie s using the e x i s t i n g ana ly t i ca l model to test soil s a m p l e s f r om
Libby have t o l d the EPA they suspect the test re su l t s unders tate the amount
of asbestos f ibers .
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"All our lab s are r epor t ing d i f f i c u l t y seeing the f i b e r s , so we can't rely on the
resul t s ," EPA on-site coordinator Paul Peronard to ld The D a i l y Inter Lake
newspaper o f K a l i s p e l l .
He said the agency is b u i l d i n g a p r e d i c t a b l e model by which to measure
asbes to s contamination in homes, but it takes time.
"We had to go to the mine to get batches of pure ( a s b e s t o s ) f i b e r s to come
up with s tandards ," Peronard said.
A s b e s t o s f i b e r s 10 microns in l e n g t h or longer are the most dangerous. If
inha l ed , the f i b e r s l o d g e in the l u n g s , s e t t ing the stage for l ung disease.
Peronard has f o u n d a s imilar r e l i a b i l i t y problem with t e s t s taken i n s i d e
homes with vermicul i t e i n s u l a t i o n .
" I c a n ' t r e a l l y t e l l them i t ' s clean, a n d t h a t ' s f r u s t r a t i n g f o r me," h e said.
I t ' s a l so f r u s t r a t i n g f o r homeowners, p a r t i c u l a r l y those w h o a r e wa i t ing t o
remodel their homes, Hammer said.
"We're saying if you must remodel, hire a p r o f e s s i o n a l or take the proper
precautions," she said. "Assume i t ' s dangerous unti l we know otherwise."
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J u l y 13,2000
F a m e d lawyer j o i n s L i b b y l e g a l team
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N M i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
H E L E N A - The lawyer behind "A C i v i l A c t i o n " - the famed toxic waste
c la s s ac t ion lawsui t against W.R. Grace and Co. in M a s s a c h u s e t t s - is part of
the l ega l team r epr e s en t ing Libby res idents in l a w s u i t s against Grace over
asbes to s p o i s o n i n g .
Jan S c h l i c h t m a n n , now famous for his work against Grace in Woburn,
Mass . , is in Libby thi s week to meet with c l i e n t s and go over f a c t s in the
case, according to Roger S u l l i v a n , a K a l i s p e l l attorney working on the
p r o j e c t . S u l l i v a n said the l ega l team is not making thi s a p u b l i c i t y event.
S c h l i c h t m a n n w i l l not be making any p u b l i c speeches or g i v i n g media
interviews while in Libby. Rather, he ' s there s t r i c t l y a s a lawyer.
"We have quite a team of attorneys assembled," said S u l l i v a n , a d d i n g that
S c h l i c h t m a n n "is s i m p l y one of a number of attorneys."
"We're j u s t d o i n g a s tatus conference and having some meetings," S u l l i v a n
e x p l a i n e d .
S u l l i v a n said f i v e f i r m s f r om around the country are now working on the
Libby l a w s u i t s , which seek damages from Grace for r e s i d e n t s ' exposure to
asbes tos t o x in s and related i l l n e s s e s . The asbestos was released for years as
a byproduc t from the c o m p a n y ' s nearby vermiculi te mine. The mine, which
closed in 1990, has been l inked to nearly 200 a sb e s t o s -r e la t ed d ea th s in the
Libby region. Another 375 p e o p l e have been diagnosed with i l l n e s s e s l inked
to asbes tos exposure.
S u l l i v a n said S c h l i c h t m a n n is an asset to the L i b b y case because he's an
experienced plainti f f s ' lawyer and has extens ive experience d e a l i n g with
W.R. Grace. T h a t experience was ou t l ined in both the 1995 novel, "A C i v i l
Action , " and i t s subsequent f i l m version. J o h n T r a v o l t a por trayed
S c h l i c h t m a n n in the 1999 movie.
The Woburn case began in 1979, when state i n v e s t i g a t o r s b lamed t o x i n s in
dr ink ing water for an unu sua l ly high number of leukemia cases in the area
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around an indus tr ial area. Among other companies located there, W.R.
Grace owned the local machine tool fa c t ory su spec t ed of having a hand in
p o i s o n i n g we l l s . A j u r y f ound Grace l i a b l e in the mid-1980s, in a verdict
la t er set as ide by a j u d g e .
S u l l i v a n said he wants to avoid undue at tention about S c h l i c h t m a n n ' s
involvement in the Libby cases. The l aw su i t s are about the c l i e n t s , he
e x p l a i n e d , not about any p a r t i c u l a r lawyer working on their b e h a l f .
W.R. Grace o f f i c i a l s were not aware of S c h l i c h t m a n n ' s involvement in the
L i b b y cases, but weren't p a r t i c u l a r l y shocked by the news.
"I d idn' t know, and i t ' s no t r e a l l y any o f my business," said B i l l Corcoran, a
v i c e-pre s ident for Grace in Maryland.
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J u l y 13, 2000
Next pha s e in l u n g s c r e en ing set to b eg in next week inL i b b y
A s s o c i a t e d Press
LIBBY - A second hea l th care c l in i c for asbestos vic t ims opens here
M o n d a y , to o f f e r d i a g n o s i s and treatment p l a n s for vic t ims of asbestos
exposure.
The Center for A s b e s t o s Related Disease, under the d ire c t i on of Dr. Brad
B l a c k , w i l l f o l l o w up on a screening program already under way.
The h e a l t h care programs are for Libby re s ident s who may have been
exposed to high l e v e l s of asbestos dust f rom the former W.R. Grace and Co.
vermicul i t e mine. Anyone who l ived in Libby for at l eas t six months b e f o r e
the mine shut down in 1990 is e l i g i b l e for f r e e screening.
Pro longed exposure to asbestos can cause such l u n g d i s ea s e s as a sbe s t o s i s ,
lung cancer and mesothel ioma.
The Agency f or T o x i c Subs tance s and Disease Regis try o f f e r s Libby
re s id en t s f r e e chest X-rays and a lung capac i ty tes t . It e x p e c t s to screen
about 3,000 p e o p l e in three months.
"The screening currently being done by the ATSDR is an impor tant f i r s t
s t ep , but it does not give a person a f i n a l d iagnos i s ," Black said. "Our center
is aimed at h e l p i n g p e o p l e take the next s t ep to f i n d out for certain if they
have an asbe s to s-related disease, and if so, h e l p them d e v e l o p a care plan."
The center operates in a new modular b u i l d i n g near the St. John' s Lutheran
H o s p i t a l Prompt Care b u i l d i n g .
In a d d i t i o n to Black' s p h y s i c i a n services, the center wi l l b e s t a f f e d by
regis tered nurse Pat Cohan, as program coordinator, and medical a s s i s t an tRuth M i l l e r .
"Our role is not to take the p l a c e of a pu lmonary s p e c i a l i s t in a patient's
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treatment p l a n , or to take the p la c e of their primary-care phys i c ian," Black
said. "But there are a number of services we can prov id e here in Libby that
don't require a specialist's level of care, and that can best be done in one
central p la c e .
In a d d i t i o n to d i a g n o s t i c and referral services, the center can schedule
p a t i e n t s f o r f o l l o w - u p v i s i t s o r screenings. T h e s t a f f w i l l also o f f e r f r e e
ongoing education and some counse l ing services.
The f i r s t v i s i t to the c l in i c wi l l i n c l u d e a p h y s i c i a n e v a l u a t i o n and a review
of the re su l t s of the ATSDR screening.
If a d d i t i o n a l t e s t s , such as a c ompl e t e p u l m o n a r y - f u n c t i o n test and CT
s t u d i e s , or a d d i t i o n a l f o l l o w - u p v i s i t s are recommended, these services w i l l
be b i l l e d to the pa t i en t . The charges can be submit t ed for payment to the
patient's medical insurance or to the W.R. Grace Medi ca l P l a n , for those
q u a l i f i e d by Grace.
Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., the U.S. Environmental Prot e c t i on A g e n c y and
ATSDR are working to f i n d f u n d i n g f or the c o m p l e t e p u l m o n a r y - f u n c t i o n
a n d C T t e s t s , S t . J o h n ' s spokeswoman J e a n i e Gentry said.
At present, government f u n d i n g covers only CT scans for p e o p l e j u d g e d to
be in a h igh-expo sure category and having s p e c i f i c symptoms , she said.
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J u l y 7, 2000
L i b b y r e s i d e n t s m a y s u f f e r p r o l o n g e d stress
A s s o c i a t e d Press
LIBBY - The f ear s about asbestos sickness that L i b b y r e s id en t s w i l l fa c e for
the next two or three decades may become the t e x t book e x a m p l e of a
worst-case scenario for stress management, health-care s p e c i a l i s t s say.
"There's no good e xampl e to compare to Libby," said Jan S h u b e r t , an
environmental p r o t e c t i o n s p e c i a l i s t and social worker f r o m W a s h i n g t o n ,
D.C. " T h i s is the worst case" of a sbe s to s-re lated i l l n e s s ever documented.
N e w s r epor t s la s t November tried to tabu la t e the number of p e o p l e a f f e c t e d
by asbestos exposure f rom the W.R. Grace and Co. vermicul i te mine. The
count then was 192 dead and 375 sick. No one knows how many more w i l l
be stricken or how l o n g it wi l l a f f e c t the community.
P e o p l e g e n e r a l l y have an easier time d e a l i n g with acute s tres s that l a s t s only
a short time. A crisis l ike a hurricane is over qu i ck ly , and p e o p l e begin
r e b u i l d i n g their l i v e s qu i ck ly, she said.
But L i b b y f a m i l i e s w i l l deal with chronic stress for 20 or 30 years because
of the l o n g la t ency period of a sbe s to s-re lated disease. P e o p l e i n f e c t e d in
1990 may not become sick until 2010 or 2020.
Shuber t and Dr. Pam Tucker of the Agency for T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and
Disease Regi s try conducted a series of s tress-management workshops in
Libby last month to train health-care p r o f e s s i o n a l s . T h e y l a i d the
groundwork for a s u p p o r t group for vict ims of a sbe s to s-re la ted disease.
Many r e s id en t s a f f e c t e d by asbestos prob l ems accepted i n v i t a t i o n s to a t t end.
S h e l l y S p e n c e r , a s i n g l e mother who has vermicul i t e i n s u l a t i o n s i f t i n g out of
the at t i c of her home through cracks in the c e i l i n g and c l o s e t s , f o u n d the
meetings h e l p f u l .
" I t l e t m e know I ' m normal," S p e n c e r said. " I ' m stuck i n th i s s i t u a t i o n , a n d I
worry t o d a y , worry tomorrow, and no th ing get s any better."
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L i b b y r e s i d e n t s w i l l wrest le with chronic stress - the s tress that b u i l d s up
over months and years and then la s t s a con s iderab l e time - Shuber t said.
S y m p t o m s range f r o m poor concentration and memory prob l ems to mood
swings , i r r i t a b i l i t y , reduced p r o d u c t i v i t y and i m p u l s i v e n e s s .
There are s p e c i f i c e l ements of stress associated with l i v i n g near a
hazardous-waste s i t e , said S h u b e r t , who has s tud i ed the p sy cho s o c ia l stress
in S u p e r f u n d communities. Residents f e e l a l o s s of control over the present
and f u t u r e , and anger over the l o s s of security and s a f e t y . There's also
c o n f u s i o n f r om t ry ing to understand all the t echnical i n f o r m a t i o n that
e x p e r t s have put f o r t h .
S e c o n d a r y stress f a c t o r s become strains on the f a m i l y , concerns over
p r o p e r t y values and f r u s t r a t i o n over the l e n g t h of the c l e a n u p proce s s , she
said.

A s b e s t o s s cr e enings under way
LIBBY (AP) - About 3,000 p e o p l e are expec t ed to be screened for asbestos
expo sure f r om a former vermiculite mine 6 miles northeast of town.
Around 70 p e o p l e underwent the three-s tep screening proces s W e d n e s d a y ,
said Brigi t t e G o t t s c h a i l l of the N a t i o n a l J e w i s h Medi ca l and Research
Center in Denver.
She operate s the sp i rome try - a l u n g - f u n c t i o n test - at the f a c i l i t y .
A f t e r a personal interview, G o t t s c h a i l l admini s t er s a p a i n l e s s brea th ing
capac i ty t e s t . P a r t i c i p a n t s then undergo chest X-rays.
T h o s e who show s ign s of a sbe s to s i s , me so the l i oma or lung cancer w i l l berecommended for f ur th e r t e s t ing.
The program i s spearheaded by the U . S . Agency for T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and
Disease Regi s try and other agencies.
The screening proce s s takes l e s s than two hours.
Most p e o p l e g e t t i n g tested are expected to be f r o m L i b b y , but some are
e x p e c t e d f r o m A l a s k a , Loui s iana, C a l i f o r n i a , Oregon, N e v a d a and
W a s h i n g t o n .
A p p o i n t m e n t s have been s chedul ed through S e p t e m b e r but w i l l continue
beyond then i f necessary, said Sharon C a m p o l u c c i , ATSDR d e p u t y direc tor
of h e a l t h s tudie s .
The t e s t i n g was set up a f t e r news report s revealed sickness and dea th s
l inked to a sbe s to s exposure f r om the W.R. Grace and Co. v ermi cu l i t e mine.
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EPA o f f i c i a l s want ou t s ide inve s t i ga t i on
By KATHLEENMcLAUGHLINMissoulian State Bureau
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s want to know why agency didn' t ac t on L i b b y asbestosyears ago
H E L E N A - Regional o f f i c i a l s of the U . S . Environmental Protection Agency are c a l l i n g for
an i n d e p e n d e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n to f i n d out why the f e d e r a l agency did not act 15 years ago
when it f i r s t learned that asbes tos f i b e r s f r om a vermicul i t e mine in L i b b y were k i l l i n g
p e o p l e .
In a l e t t e r T u e s d a y to the EPA in sp e c t o r general , act ing EPA regional a d m i n i s t r a t o r
Rebecca Hammer and two other admini s trator s f r o m the Denver regional o f f i c e asked for a
thorough look at the agency's h a n d l i n g of and response to reports of contamination from
the W.R. Grace and Co. mine in Libby, which shut down 10 years ago.
The EPA came under f i r e la t e la s t month when one of its s c i e n t i s t s t o l d a j o u r n a l i s m
conference in C o l o r a d o that his agency had known for years that a sbe s to s f i b e r s f r o m the
mine were making L i b b y r e s id en t s sick. The s c i e n t i s t , C h r i s t o p h e r W e i s , said one EPA
s t u d y in the mid-1980s showed that mine workers fa c ed a near-100 percent certainty of
asbe s to s-re la t ed death.
Stil l , the a g e n c y ' s regional o f f i c e had not begun working on the issue unt i l late l a s t year,
when a S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r inve s t i ga t iv e report connected nearly 200 dea th s in the
L i b b y area to asbestos contamination f rom the mine. The hazardous asbe s to s was
produced as a byproduc t in pro c e s s ing vermicul i t e , a material used in i n s u l a t i o n .
N o w , Hammer and others in the EPA's Denver o f f i c e want the agency to review claims
that the W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., headquarters of the agency never pas s ed the word about L i b b y
to i t s western o f f i c e for action.
"Questions have been raised by the re s ident s of Libby, government o f f i c i a l s and concerned
c i t i z ens r egard ing the f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t ' s dec i s ion record on the L i b b y vermicul i t e
opera t ions ," said the l e t t e r f r o m Hammer and EPA o f f i c i a l s T i m o t h y F i e l d s Jr. and S u s a n
W a y l a n d .
" T h e s e d e c i s i on s were made more than 15 years ago when f e d e r a l p o l i c i e s r egarding
asbestos contaminat ion, remediation and worker s a f e t y were being d e v e l o p e d . The record
of dec i s ion, p a r t i c u l a r l y as it re late s to EPA involvement with other f e d e r a l agencies,
needs to be reconstructed by an impart ia l entity."
W h i l e a massive e f f o r t is now under way to clean up the site and addre s s the h e a l t h
concerns, " for re s ident s in Libby - those who have died f r om asbe s to s-re la t ed disease and
those who continue to s u f f e r , as well as their loved ones - the s i t u a t i o n is tragic," the l e t t e r
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continued.
Montana U.S. Rep. Rick Hill also demanded a neutral i n v e s t i g a t i o n into the matter. In a
s eparate l e t t e r t o T i n s l e y , Hil l voiced s trong suppor t f or an i n d e p e n d e n t i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
"The record of dec i s i on, p a r t i c u l a r l y as it related to EPA involvement with other f e d e r a l
agencies, needs to be examined by an impart ia l entity," the Repub l i can wrote.
If the EPA knew about the contaminat ion more than a decade ago, Hill wrote, "the f a i l u r e
of the EPA to react when it f i r s t became aware of the h e a l t h risks to mine e m p l o y e e s and
r e s id en t s d emons tra t e s a n extraordinary a n d shocking f a i l u r e t o f u l f i l l E P A ' s ob l iga t i on s . "
A spokesman for W.R. Grace could not be reached for comment l a t e T u e s d a y .
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J u n e 24, 2000
M o n t a n a news b r i e f s
S p e c i a l f o r t h e M i s s o u l i a n
S a t u r d a y , J u n e 24, 2000
Libby cleanup p l a n due next week
LIBBY (AP) - W.R. Grace and Co. has unti l W e d n e s d a y to devi se a p l a n
a c c e p t a b l e to the f e d e r a l government to clean up its former e x p a n s i o n si te at
Libby.
Grace ' s i n i t i a l c l eanup p r o p o s a l was r e j e c t ed by the Environmental
Prote c t i on Agency as "gros s ly inadequate."
Paul Peronard, EPA's coordinator in L i b b y , said the company has one more
chance and if that p r o p o s a l is not accepted the EPA w i l l take over the
c l e a n u p and b i l l the company for the work.
The EPA has d e v e l o p e d p l a n s for c l eanup of a sbe s to s contaminat ion at the
former Grace screening p l a n t and railroad l o a d i n g area a l o n g the Koot ena i
River. Private contractors will do the work there for EPA, and the agency
w i l l b i l l Grace.
At the e xpan s i on p l a n t , now the site of a c i ty i n d u s t r i a l park, the EPA
ordered Grace to d e v e l o p c l eanup p l a n s and do the work.
At both s i te s , the EPA said it f ound p o t e n t i a l l y hazardous l e v e l s of asbes tos
in the soil and bu i ld ings . It came from the vermiculite Grace mined until
s h u t t i n g down in 1990.

St. Regis, Mis soula men honored for bravery
HELENA (AP) - A St. Regis man is among four Montanans chosen F r i d a y
to receive the 1999 Montana Medal of V a l o r during ceremonies J u n e 29 in
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J u n e 11, 2000
M o n t a n a news b r i e f s
S p e c i a l f or the Mis s ou l ian
S u n d a y , J u n e 1 1 , 2000
$650,000 more for Libby screening
H E L E N A (AP) - The U . S . Environmental Protec t ion agency ha s a l l o c a t e d
another $650,000 to screen former Libby vermicul i t e miners for
asbestos-related diseases.
Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., said the money is a resul t of a phone c a l l he
made to Tim F i e l d s , director of the EPA's S u p e r f u n d program, during a town
meeting in Libby.
Baucus requested $1.7 m i l l i o n and F i e l d s said the remaining money l i k e l y
wi l l b e in c lud ed in the f e d e r a l agency' s upcoming budget for the next f i s c a l
year.
L i n g e r i n g h e a l t h prob l ems of Libby res idents have been a concern since
news reports las t f a l l revealed widespread death and sickness f r om asbestos
exposure at the former W.R. Grace and Co. vermicul i t e mine.
About $400,000 will be used to test 100 former Libby miners and their
f a m i l i e s who have moved away from the area. The remaining $250,000 wi l l
pay for CT scans for about 250 Libby re s ident s .
The l a t e s t money is in a d d i t i o n to $4.2 m i l l i o n already earmarked by the
EPA for medical t e s t ing .
Libby is al so on the verge of g e t t i n g an $11.5 m i l l i o n aid package that was
approved recently by the Senate A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Commit tee and requested
by Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont.
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June 9, 2000
ERA says it did all it c o u l d in asbestos case
By TOM L A C E K Y A s s o c i a t e d Press
1983 repor t p r o v i d e s good summary o f agency ' sk n o w l e d g e , says o f f i c i a l
H E L E N A - An Environmental Protec t ion Agency spokesman d e f e n d e d the
agency Thur sday against charges by one of its own who said EPA knew
more than 15 years ago that asbestos was k i l l i n g r e s id en t s of Libby.
J o h n M e l o n e t o l d a t e l ephone news conference f r om W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., that
EPA records show the EPA gave other agencies and its regional o f f i c e s all
the i n f o r m a t i o n it received about the W.R. Grace & Co. vermicul i t e mine.
He said it did everyth ing it was required to do as environmental and
j o b - s a f e t y laws and its own pr ior i t i e s evolved over the years.
And he said EPA is now do ing everything it can.
M e l o n e d en i ed , however, that his remarks were prompt ed by recent
c r i t i c i sms of the agency by C h r i s t o p h e r W e i s , an EPA t o x i c o l o g i s t in the
Region 8 o f f i c e in Denver. W e i s t o l d an environmental j o u r n a l i s m
conference in Boulder , C o l o . , that the W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., o f f i c e never pa s s ed
a l o n g the L i b b y in format ion to the regional o f f i c e , which now heads the
inve s t iga t i on .

t
Melone said he did not know exac t ly what Weis had said.
Melone , d ire c tor o f national programs i n E P A ' s o f f i c e o f p o l l u t i o n
prevent ion and toxic substances, did not comment on EPA's involvement
with the mine in the 1990s when the company was s h u t t i n g it down.
N e a r l y 200 dea th s in the Libby area have been at tr ibuted to asbestos
exposure. The mine, which W.R. Grace closed in 1990, produced thou sands
of tons of asbestos as a byproduct of vermiculite.
EPA o f f i c i a l s in Denver were surpri sed by news report s la s t November tha t
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revealed the extent of the deaths and i l l n e s s e s .
W e i s , a member o f EPA's Libby response team, said subsequent
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ind i ca t e s the in i t ia l e s t imate of deaths may have been low.
"EPA is r e e l ing in shock, the whole agency, as to how th i s s l i p p e d through
the cracks," W e i s t o l d the conference in Boulder.
M e l o n e , however, said EPA documents show that the agency was aware of
the Libby opera t i on s and of W.R. Grace' s e f f o r t s to deal with the ambient
l e v e l s of a sbe s to s exposure that j e o p a r d i z e d the h e a l t h of miners, the ir
f a m i l i e s and other residents of the town.
"That's the value of h i n d s i g h t , l o ok ing at thi s ," he sa id . "You put y o u r s e l f in
the p o s i t i o n of the p e o p l e who had the documents at the time, the
i n f o r m a t i o n they had b e f o r e them, it does appear that they made reasonable
dec i s i on s ..."
He said the company contacted the EPA sometime in 1981 or 1982
" o u t l i n i n g what it had learned about worker hea l th risks at th i s operat ion.
We issued a report in '83 - a very important document - with our assessment
of our level of concern raised by the W.R. Grace data. T h a t is a very good
summary of what was a v a i l a b l e to the agency as of '83."
He said that report contained extensive reference to Grace' s e f f o r t s " to bring
down the f i b e r level d r a m a t i c a l l y in its operation" wi th i n s t a l l a t i o n in 1975
of the w e t - m i l l i n g process at the Libby mine.
The EPA was unaware of that section of the report until now, Melone said.
He said the EPA dis tr ibuted its review of the report to other agencies,
i n c l u d i n g the Occupational S a f e t y and H e a l t h A g e n c y and the Mine S a f e t y
and H e a l t h A g e n c y , and other EPA o f f i c e s .
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J u n e 1, 2000
Official: ERA knew about p r o b l e m 15 years ago
A s s o c i a t e d Press
I n f o r m a t i o n never g o t t o r eg i ona l o f f i c e
B O Z E M A N - The Environmental Prot e c t i on A g e n c y knew more than 15
years ago that d e a d l y asbestos f i b e r s were k i l l i n g p e o p l e in L i b b y , a
n e w s p a p e r reported W e d n e s d a y .
The Bozeman D a i l y C h r o n i c l e quoted C h r i s t o p h e r W e i s , an EPA
t o x i c o l o g i s t , who said the agency' s W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., headquarters was
aware of the Libby s i t ua t i on but never pa s s ed a l o n g the i n f o r m a t i o n to the
regional o f f i c e in Denver - which is now heading up the EPA re sponse in
Libby.
T h e n ew spaper said W e i s confirmed t h e a g e n c y ' s k n o w l e d g e o f t h e s i t u a t i o n
in L i b b y in remarks la s t week at a U n i v e r s i t y of C o l o r a d o environmental
j o u r n a l i s m conf er ence in Boulder, C o l o .
"EPA is r e e l i n g in shock, the whole agency, as to how t h i s s l i p p e d through
the cracks," W e i s t o l d that gathering. "We d r o p p e d the ba l l . "
"In terms of what went wrong, it may be years b e f or e we f i g u r e th i s out," he
added.
N e a r l y 200 deaths related to asbestos exposure have been reported in the
Libby area.
Last November , the S e a t t l e Post I n t e l l i g e n c e r reported the hazards in L i b b y
in a series of s tories. T h o s e s tories surpri sed EPA o f f i c i a l s in Denver, said
W e i s , who was part of the f e d e r a l response team in Libby.
F u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n has shown that the i n i t i a l t a l l y o f the death t o l l in the
town of 2,700 p e o p l e may have been low, W e i s said.
" A s b e s t o s (r e la t ed d e a t h ) i s notorious f o r inaccurate d i a g n o s i s , s o i t ' s l i k e l y
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we' l l never know" the f u l l number o f d ea th s , h e said.
EPA o f f i c i a l s have known for a l o n g time that asbes tos can k i l l and tried to
ban the substance in the la t e 1980s. However , a 1989 f e d e r a l court case
ruled the ban i l l e g a l .
Even pr ior to that , however, EPA knew that asbes tos was k i l l i n g p e o p l e in
L i b b y , W e i s said.
An EPA s t u d y at the W.R. Grace and Co. vermicu l i t e mine in the mid-1980s
showed death p r o j e c t i o n s of "almost 100 percent" for miners there, W e i s
sa id , meaning that , if you worked in the mine, you were p r o b a b l y g o i n g to
die of a s b e s t o s -r e la t ed disease.
EPA is s a m p l i n g air, soil and other mat er ia l s in L i b b y to f i n d out j u s t how
ex t en s iv e the c on tamina t i on is.
H o w e v e r , EPA t e s t s f rom as far back as 1981 showed asbe s to s l e v e l s at f i v e
t imes current ly a l l o w a b l e l e v e l s in the town of L i b b y , which i s f i v e mi l e s
f r o m the mine.
A number of p e o p l e in the town s u f f e r f r o m a sb e s t o s -r e la t ed d i s ea s e s , even
though they never worked in the mines.
The mine's m i l l spewed as much as 5,000 tons of a sbe s to s a day, and other
f i b e r s a p p a r e n t l y were brought home on the d u s t y c l o t h i n g of workers.
W e i s s p e c u l a t e d that the d i s ea s e never came to the a t t e n t i o n of r egu la t or s
because "mining culture" made p e o p l e re luc tant to c o m p l a i n , e s p e c i a l l y
when the miners were wel l pa id for the ir work.
T h a t c la im drew s k e p t i c i s m f r o m Bonnie G e s t r i n g , a community organizer
for the M o n t a n a Environmental I n f o r m a t i o n Center in H e l e n a .
" T h a t do e sn ' t even compute," G e s t r i n g said. "I can ' t b e l i ev e even one o f
them would have chosen to contaminate their f a m i l i e s . "
W.R. Grace o f f i c i a l s al so knew of the dangers, W e i s said.
The company contracted with s c i e n t i s t s f r om M c G i l l U n i v e r s i t y , who
proved s i m i l a r dangers to the 1986 EPA s t u d y that never re sul t ed in action,
W e i s said.
A f t e r that s t u d y was c o m p l e t e d , Grace closed the mine.
W e i s said EPA is working wi th 11 other f e d e r a l agencies to make sure such
o v e r s i g h t s don ' t h a p p e n again. T h e y ar e working on communicat ion p l a n s t o
make sure that agencies share i n f o r m a t i o n , he said.
G e s t r i n g said there should be a full i n v e s t i g a t i o n to determine why EPA
never r e sponded to the i n f o r m a t i o n it gathered in the 1980s.
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"There's no excuse for them not having gone into L i b b y to addre s s the
s i t u a t i o n as soon as they knew about it," she said. "If they had s t e p p e d in at
that t ime, think how many l ive s could have been saved."
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J u n e 1, 2000
Baucus requests more money for L i b b y
By E R I C A C U R L E S S M i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
S e n a t o r d e r i d e s W . R . Grace med i ca l p l a n
H E L E N A - U.S. Sen. Max Baucus asked the f e d e r a l Environmental
Protect ion A g e n c y on W e d n e s d a y for another $1.7 m i l l i o n to h e l p Libby
asbestos victims and attacked W.R. Grace and Co.'s medical p l a n because it
e x c lude s too many sick miners.
In a spontaneous move during a community meeting at the Libby VFW, the
Montana Democrat phoned the EPA headquarters in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., and
t o l d top o f f i c i a l s the town needs $1.2 m i l l i o n to prov ide medical .screening
for former miners who have moved out of state. Baucus a l s o asked the
agency for another $500,000 to prov ide more s o p h i s t i c a t e d CAT scans and
pulmonary t e s t s to i d e n t i f y damage done to r e s i d en t s ' l ungs by d e a d l y
asbestos f ibers .
"We have to do it right away," Baucus said in a t e l ephone interview a f t e r the
Libby meeting. "I p o i n t e d out that as the EPA looks at S u p e r f u n d p r i o r i t i e s ,
i t ' s more important t o deal with p e o p l e and not the phy s i ca l place. Early
de t e c t i on (of a sbe s to s-re lated d i s ea s e s) wi l l mean le s s cost."
Libby experienced decades of asbestos contamination l inked to the former
Grace vermiculi te mine. N e w s p a p e r s in November reported that 192 miners
and their f a m i l y members have already died from asbe s to s-re lated diseases
and another 375 res idents have been d iagnos ed .
For decades , the vermiculite mine released asbestos f i b e r s into the Libby air
unt i l its 1990 closure. The mineral, which is f o u n d beneath the t o p s o i l , was
exposed when miners l i f t e d the earth's crust to access the vermiculi te ore.
Workers tried to remove such impur i t i e s from the vermiculi te , which was
o f t e n used for in su la t i on .
About 75 Libby res idents attended W e d n e s d a y ' s meet ing and di scus sed their
concerns about who q u a l i f i e s for the medical screenings and how c l eanup of
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two former screening plant s will progress.
Besides asking the EPA for more cash, Baucus chided Grace for
"s tonewal l ing" its former miners by o f f e r i n g them a medical p l a n that
exc lude s 80 percent of those exposed to asbestos.
In A p r i l , the Maryland-bas ed company unveiled a p l a n to pay medical b i l l s
and pr e s c r ip t i on drug costs for former Libby miners, their f a m i l i e s and any
area re s ident s within 20 miles diagnosed with asbe s to s-re lated diseases .
Baucus, a long with local doctors and the EPA, argue the p lan' s e l i g i b i l i t y
requirements are too strict and only cover p e o p l e with f u l l - b l o w n
asbe s to s-re lated di sease s and not those who show signs of exposure but
a r e n ' t y e t sick.
"Grace t a l k s a good game, but doesn't produce," Baucus said.
A l a n S t r i n g e r , a Grace spokesman and former L i b b y supervi sor, accused
Baucus of b y p a s s i n g medical concerns with p o l i t i c s . He added that Grace
recently loosened the medical e l i g i b i l i t y requirements a f t e r hearing l o ca l s
concerns.
"We share Sen. Baucus' concerns, but the prob l em is he's t rying to make thi s
a p o l i t i c a l discussion," S t r i n g e r said. "We th ink it should be a medical
discussion."
So far about 10 re s ident s have signed up for Grace's coverage p l a n - a lot
fewer than Stringer anticipated. He said everyone who has a p p l i e d has met
the e l i g i b i l i t y requirements and that Grace has been p a y i n g medical b i l l s .
S t r i n g e r was unsure how much money the company has pa id .
H e warned that re s idents s h o u l d n ' t rejec t G r a c e ' s p l a n even i f they d i s l i k e
the company.
" J u s t because you have a prob l em with Grace, don' t deny your s e l f
coverage," S t r i n g e r said.
Paul Peronard, EPA on-scene coordinator, said the meeting went w e l l ,
l a s t i n g two hours longer than scheduled.
"In general, p e o p l e are glad the c l eanups are going to start and the medical
screenings are under way," Peronard said.
C l e a n u p e f f o r t s , s t i l l in the organizational stage, have begun at two former
screening si tes in Libby that were found to have high asbestos l e v e l s earlier
this year. The EPA has agreed to do the cleanup at the site across the
highway from the mine road and b i l l Grace for any costs. Grace is
r e s p o n s i b l e for c l e a n u p at the other site in town.
The f e d e r a l Agency for T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and Disease Regi s t ry has also
began l o c a t i n g p e o p l e who need medical screenings to detect if they have
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been exposed to asbestos. Peronard said they wi l l screen between 3,000 and
4,000 p e o p l e . The agency has already made a p p o i n t m e n t s for 1,476 p e o p l e
and wi l l begin the actual screenings, which i n c l u d e chest X-rays and
pulmonary f u n c t i o n te s t s on J u n e 26.
A l t h o u g h p e o p l e are h a p p y with the progres s , Peronard admit t ed that
prob l ems wi l l continue to arise. He added that re s ident s are s t i l l concerned
about e x i s t i n g asbes tos contamination in their homes. The EPA has te s t ed
many houses and businesses, f i n d i n g some traces of c ontaminat ion, but
remain unsure of how to proceed with c leanup.
"It' s f r u s t r a t i n g , " Peronard said. "What we 'r e seeing i s gray in terms o f what
the risks mean."
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V i r g i n i a miners a t risk f r o m asbes tos
Wednesday, October 4, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R S E N I O R N A T I O N A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T
LOUISA, Va. — D a n g e r o u s l y h i g h l e v e l s o f a s b e s t o s have been f o u n d a t
o n e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t v e r m i c u l i t e mine s , f e d e r a l i n v e s t i g a t o r s t o l d
workers at the mine here y e s t e r d a y .
T h e m i n e ' s o r e i s proce s s ed f o r u s e i n h u n d r e d s o f p r o d u c t s s o l d
t h r o u g h o u t the country.
A M i n e S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n d i s t r i c t manager and an
i n d u s t r i a l h y g i e n i s t cau t i oned the miners about the d a n g e r s o f a sb e s t o s
e x p o s u r e and o f f e r e d f r e e med i ca l t e s t i n g t o d e t e r m i n e whe ther they have
any s i g n s o f the l e t h a l d i s ea s e s caused by the c o n t a m i n a t i n g f i b e r s .
M S H A f o u n d t h e a s b e s t o s i n s a m p l e s taken d u r i n g a t h r e e - d a y i n s p e c t i o n
o f t h e V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e mine i n A u g u s t .
" T h e s e f i n d i n g s p o i n t t o the p o t e n t i a l o f a serious h e a l t h p r o b l e m and one
t h a t we have to be very a c t iv e in t r y i n g to remedy," said A s s i s t a n t Labor
S e c r e t a r y D a v i t t Me
A t e e r , who heads the agency r e s p o n s i b l e for the w e l l - b e i n g of workers at
14,000 mines.
"We have a p r o b l e m there and we're g o i n g to deal w i t h it."
T h e agency c i t ed t h e L o u i s a mine f o r three v i o l a t i o n s o f f e d e r a l h e a l t h
and s a f e t y r e g u l a t i o n s : f a i l u r e t o n o t i f y workers o f t h e a s b e s t o s r i s k ;
f a i l u r e to take a c t i on to prevent worker e x p o s u r e ; and f a i l u r e to p r o v i d e
p r o t e c t i v e e q u i p m e n t , c l o t h i n g a n d a sbe s t o s w a r n i n g s i g n s .
Robert S a n s o m is the p r i n c i p a l owner of the mine. He was an a s s i s t a n t
a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y i n t h e N i x o n
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , f r o m 1972-74. S e v e r a l r eque s t s f o r comment o n M S H A ' s
a c t i o n were not answered by mine management .
I n M a r c h , r e a c t i n g t o a series o f s t or i e s i n t h e S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r
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t ha t r epor t ed the government did l i t t l e or n o t h i n g as h u n d r e d s o f
v e r m i c u l i t e miners and f a m i l y members f rom L i b b y , Mont . , died f rom
asb e s t o s e x p o s u r e , M c A t e e r swore, "I w i l l make damn sure t h a t i t doe sn' t
h a p p e n again."
M c A t e e r then started a program to re-examine mines where asbe s to s
c o u l d be a c o n t a m i n a n t . He sent i n s p e c t o r s to test for a s b e s t o s at the f o u r
U . S . mines that p r o d u c e v e r m i c u l i t e : V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i n L o u i s a ; t w o
o p e r a t i o n s in Enoree, S . C . , one owned by Sansom's group and the o ther
by W.R. Grace & Co.; and a mine in D i l l o n , M o n t .
V e r m i c u l i t e i s a unique, f i r e p r o o f mineral tha t e x p a n d s t e n f o l d when
heated. The EPA has f o u n d asbestos in v ermicu l i t e garden produc t s . The
l e v e l s f o u n d p r e s e n t e d minimal danger to gardeners who use v e r m i c u l i t e
once a year, but those who use it more f r e q u e n t l y could fac e s u b s t a n t i a l
ri sk.
I n s p e c t o r s a l s o examined o ther l o c a t i o n s where a s b e s t o s may be a
c o n t a m i n a n t , i n c l u d i n g t a l c mines i n u p s t a t e N e w Y o r k , t a c o n i t e s t ee l
mines a l o n g the I r o n Range in M i n n e s o t a and M i c h i g a n , and a dozen
quarry o p e r a t i o n s around the country.
No a sbe s to s was d e t e c t e d in any of tho s e i n s p e c t i o n s .
" W e d i d n ' t f i n d i t b e f o r e because o u r i n s p e c t o r s , f o l l o w i n g t r a d i t i o n a l
p r o c e d u r e s , were t a k i n g air s a m p l e s at a low f l o w rate for a short p e r i o d
of t ime , whi ch did not a l l o w enough mater ia l to be c o l l e c t e d on the f i l t e r
c a r t r i d g e . T h e y w e r e n ' t g e t t i n g a n y t h i n g t o ana lyz e , " C e l e s t e M o n f o r t o n ,
c h i e f o f M S H A ' s h e a l t h d i v i s i o n , said.
I n t h e A u g u s t i n s p e c t i o n , three o f M S H A ' s t o p i n d u s t r i a l h y g i e n i s t s f rom
Denver, D u l u t h , M i n n . , and B e c k l e y , W . V a . , took the s a m p l e s . One o f the
team had been to the mine at L i b b y , so he knew what the c o n t a m i n a t e d
v e r m i c u l i t e l ooked l i k e .
The mine s a f e t y team c o l l e c t e d 12 s a m p l e s of ore and rock, 30 s a m p l e s of
the air the miners were b r e a t h i n g and 10 s a m p l e s f r o m air in other areas
of the mine pi t and p r o c e s s i n g opera t i on .
All 30 of the miner s ' air s a m p l e s came back wi th asbestos f i b e r s de t e c t ed .
F o u r s a m p l e s f o u n d a s b e s t o s h i g h e r than the 0 .1 f i b e r p er cubic
c en t ime t er of air deemed l egal by the Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , bu t a l l were far lower than the 2 f i b e r s per c c that MSHA
r e g u l a t i o n s p e r m i t .
The 12 b u l k or ore s a m p l e s came back s h o w i n g the pre s ence of a c t i n o i i t e
or t r e m o l i t e .
S e v e n of them showed asbestos at e x t r eme ly h igh l e v e l s , several between
95 and 99 per c en t a sbe s to s .
"I wou ldn' t want anvone I l o v e d w o r k i n g there w i t h a s b e s t o s a t t h a t l e v e l
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w i t h o u t a l o t o f p r o t e c t i v e equ ipment ," M o n f o r t o n sa id .
I n rout ine twice-a-year t e s t s a t t h e mine, M S H A ' s r e g u l a r i n s p e c t o r s h a d
never detec ted asbes tos , even though the agency had go t t en report s that it
was pr e s en t in the ore.
"We had received c o m p l a i n t s that workers were ordered to conceal it,
cover i t up , s o our i n s p e c t o r s c ou ldn ' t f i n d it," M o n f o r t o n said. "But a l l
we had were s u sp i c i on s . "
The agency dec ided that more extensive t e s t i n g was needed.
"We sent a team of very sharp p e o p l e who know how to do t h e i r j o b s ,
have t h e e x p e r t i s e t o u n d e r s t a n d what t h e y ' r e s e e i n g a n d w o n ' t p u t u p
w i t h i n t i m i d a t i o n , " she said.
T h e i n s p e c t o r s took s a m p l e s f r o m a l l over t h e mine c o m p l e x a n d
p r o c e s s i n g f a c i l i t y .
T h e y even s cooped a quart Mason jar fu l l o f v e r m i c u l i t e or e f r o m the
back of a truck en route to a customer.
M S H A ' s f i n d i n g s come a f t e r years o f p r o t e s t a t i o n s b y S a n s o m that h i s
v e r m i c u l i t e i s a s b e s t o s - f r e e a n d b y T h e V e r m i c u l i t e A s s o c i a t i o n that a l l
the ore o u t s i d e o f L i b b y , M o n t . , c o n t a i n s no h a r m f u l f i b e r s .
S a n s o m denounced or d i s c r e d i t e d a dozen government and p r i v a t e s t u d i e s
g o i n g back to 1960 that do cument ed cancer-caus ing f i b e r s in v e r m i c u l i t e
at the mine s i t e :
A s b e s t o s was f o u n d in dozens of s a m p l e s c o l l e c t e d and a n a l y z e d by W.R.
Grace & Co. in the 1970s, when it p l a n n e d to open a v e r m i c u l i t e mine in
the same l o ca t i on .
Sixty s a m p l e s o f V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e or e were c o l l e c t e d in 1977 by New
Y o r k ' s Mount S i n a i S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e , t h e n a t i o n ' s l e a d e r a t t h e t i m e i n
the s t u d y of asbe s to s-caused d i s ea s e s . A s b e s t o s f r o m 2 percent to more
than 56 percent was f o u n d in the s a m p l e s t e s t e d .
A 1979 "Threatened N a t i o n a l Landmark S t u d y " by the N a t i o n a l Park
S e r v i c e t h a t examined t h e m i n e ' s p r o x i m i t y t o a n a d j a c e n t h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t
said "asbe s to s e x i s t s in the v e r m i c u l i t e d e p o s i t s " and " f i b e r s c o u l d be
released w i t h i n t h e ( v e r m i c u l i t e ) p l a n t d u r i n g p r o c e s s i n g , t h e r e b y c r e a t i n g
a human h e a l t h hazard to e m p l o y e e s and i n d i v i d u a l s in the i m m e d i a t e
area."

PintailAny news of in t es traight to your ii
P I t o G oT o p f o c a l , bu s in<spor t s news on}
Plmobi l eLatest h e a d l i n e sW e b - e n a b t e d ph
L o g i nCreate or edit ycS e a t t l e P - i . c o m E

In February , the P-I had ore s a m p l e s taken f rom a rail s i d i n g in L o u i s a
a n a l y z e d . The l o c a t i o n wa s where V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e o r e wa s l o a d e d
i n t o rail cars. T r e m o l i t e and a c t i n o l i t e a sb e s t o s were d e t e c t e d , but
S a n s o m sa id "that ore was p r o b a b l y p l a n t e d there by our enemies ," and
a g a i n i n s i s t e d there was no a sbe s to s in his ore.
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T h e mine a g e n c y ' s h e a l t h boss says t h e f i n d i n g s have broad i m p l i c a t i o n s .
"The p o t e n t i a l danger f r o m e xpo sur e t o t h i s a s b e s t o s goes w e l l beyond
the mine," M o n f o r t o n sa id . "We are concerned about e x p o s u r e to the
e n v i r o n m e n t , to tho s e p e o p l e who have been u s i n g waste rock f r o m the
mine for years around th e i r homes and bu s in e s s e s , and to workers in
c o m p a n i e s e l s ewher e in the country who are e x p o s e d to t h i s v e r m i c u l i t e
i n p r o d u c t s t h e y ' r e making a n d s e l l i n g . "
M S H A h a s n o t i f i e d O S H A , E P A a n d t h e Consumer P r o d u c t S a f e t y
C o m m i s s i o n about the amount o f a sbe s to s f o u n d in the V i r g i n i a mine.
"Once the ore get s off mine p r o p e r t y , we no l onger have j u r i s d i c t i o n over
it ," M c A t e e r sa id . " A n y t h i n g e l s e that i s done i s in the h a n d s o f o ther
agencies."
I n d u s t r y a n a l y s t s e s t i m a t e that V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i s s e l l i n g about
100,000 tons of vermicul i t e a year from V i r g i n i a and S o u t h C a r o l i n a
o p e r a t i o n s , and his p r i n c i p a l customers are makers of c o n s t r u c t i o n
p r o d u c t s , such a s dry w a l l , p l a s t e r and f i r e p r o o f i n g , and h o r t i c u l t u r a l
c o m p a n i e s tha t use i t in p l a n t i n g o p e r a t i o n s and soi l enhancers .
"The tragic l e s son that we learned f rom the v e r m i c u l i t e miners in L i b b y is
al l the p r o o f that anyone s h o u l d need that e x p o s u r e to a s b e s t o s , i f not
c o n t r o l l e d , w i l l r e s u l t i n a s b e s t o s i s , m e s o t h e l i o m a a n d l u n g cancers,"
M o n f o r t o n sa id . " T h o s e w h o contract these d i s e a s e s w i l l d i e . I f that i s n ' t
reason to h a l t the se e xpo sur e s then n o t h i n g i s ."
In t h e i r b r i e f i n g on t h e i n s p e c t i o n r e s u l t s , t h e miners a t t h e V i r g i n i a
f a c i l i t y were t o l d t h e d i f f e r e n c e be tween t h e M S H A a n d O S H A
s t a n d a r d s .
" W e ' l l t e l l them a t even under t h e O S H A s t a n d a r d o f 0 . 1 ( f i b e r s p e r cubic
c e n t i m e t e r s o f a i r) t h e y s t i l l e s t i m a t e that some l e v e l o f a s b e s t o s i s and
cancer w i l l occur. And we ' l l t ry t o encourage them t o have an X - r a y and
l u n g f u n c t i o n t e s t ," M o n f o r t o n sa id .
M S H A h a s taken t h e unusual s t e p o f o f f e r i n g t o p a y f o r m e d i c a l
s c r e e n i n g — X - r a y s and l u n g f u n c t i o n t e s t s — of the two dozen current
workers and as many f o r m e r e m p l o y e e s of V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e as the
agency can f i n d .
D r . Caro l J o n e s , w h o heads t h e a g e n c y ' s o f f i c e o f s t a n d a r d s , sa id t h e
M S H A i s t r y i n g t o p i n down t h e best a p p r o a c h t o l o w e r i n g t h e l i m i t f o r
a s b e s t o s .
"We are very aware tha t s o m e t h i n g must be done," J o n e s sa id . "The risk
f r o m t h e e x i s t i n g l ev e l i s e x t r e m e l y h i g h . I t ' s j u s t t e r r i b l e . "
Even the more s t r i n g e n t OSHA leve l a n t i c i p a t e s an a d d i t i o n a l 3 .4 cancers
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per 1,000 p e o p l e .
The MSHA l i m i t i s e s t i m a t e d to r e su l t in 68 a d d i t i o n a l cases o f cancers
per 1,000 p e o p l e e x p o s e d .
"When you have a carc inogen l i k e a sb e s t o s , you want to have no
e x p o s u r e a t a l l , " J o n e s sa id.
M c A t e e r said t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f mak ing M S H A ' s e x p o s u r e l i m i t a s s a f e a s
O S H A i s n o t a n easy proce s s , a n d h e ' s concerned about "the a g e n c y ' s
i n a b i l i t y to ke ep up w i th the newer science and t e c h n o l o g y . "
" T h a t ' s a n a b s o l u t e f a i l u r e t h a t ' s qui te u n f o r t u n a t e a n d t e r r i b l y sad,"
M c A t e e r s a id . "But i f you look at the r e g u l a t o r y mak ing proc e s s for the
f e d e r a l government r ight now, i t i s a very d i f f i c u l t , t r e m e n d o u s l y
burdensome proc e s s e s f r a u g h t w i t h d e l a y s a n d b l o c k a g e s a n d l i t i g a t i o n
brough t b y i n d u s t r y t o s l o w down t h e mat t er o f r e g u l a t i o n . I t ' s n o t s i m p l y
the mat t er of s a y i n g we have to change thi s ."
M o n f o r t o n said t h e agency i s worried about t h e miners a n d c a n ' t o f f e r
them much.
"If the miners want i t , we w i l l b r i n g in a m o b i l e t e s t i n g u n i t and do the
t e s t i n g at any time and at any p l a c e . We'll do it at the mine or in the
W a l - M a r t p a r k i n g l o t , a n y p l a c e t h e y ' r e c o m f o r t a b l e . T h i s i s r e a l l y a l l w e
can do for them," M o n f o r t o n said.
"We w i l l g iv e th e s e poor guys every t h i n g we can. T h e y have to make the
d e c i s i o n o f whe th er they want t o work there o r not. I t ' s t h e i r l i v e s w e ' r e
d e a l i n g w i th here."
The new t e chn ique used in th e V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i n s p e c t i o n was
s p a w n e d f r o m f r u s t r a t i o n among M S H A ' s h e a l t h s t a f f .
w h o c o u l d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d w h y n o a sbe s to s w a s b e i n g i d e n t i f i e d i n t h e i r
r epea t ed s a m p l e s at other mines even t h r o u g h the agency knew miners
were b e i n g s i ckened by a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s ea s e s .
" S i n c e the L i b b y issue s ur fa c ed we have been i n v o l v e d in an e x a m i n a t i o n
of where, why and how we take s a m p l e s , " M c A t e e r sa id . "Our p r o b l e m is
that w e d i d n ' t a p p l y b e t t er science a n d smarter s a m p l i n g t o t h e ov era l l
proc e s s , and we ' r e t r y i n g t o do that now."
One m a j o r change occurred in March.
"Our tes t r e s u l t s j u s t d i d n ' t make sense," said C h r i s F i n d l a y , a n i n d u s t r i a l
h y g i e n i s t a n d a n a l y s t i n M S H A ' s headquar t er s .
" I ' m r e v i e w i n g t h e d a t a b a s e o f t h e test r e s u l t s a n d a l l I s e e i s a s tream o f
n o n - d e t e c t s — NDs -- no a sbe s to s . S o m e t h i n g is not r i g h t . "
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By t h i s t ime MSHA had gathered much a n e c d o t a l i n f o r m a t i o n on workers
c o n t r a c t i n g a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s ea s e s f r o m these same s i t e s .
"We were s e e ing not o n l y what the S e a t t l e P-I was w r i t i n g but a l s o
reports f r o m union h e a l t h o f f i c i a l s , local doc tor s and some of the miners
t h e m s e l v e s . T h e r e was a serious i n c o n s i s t e n c y in the f a c t s t h a t we c ou ld
not accept ," M o n f o r t o n said.
Befor e c o m i n g t o M S H A , F i n d l a y h a d worked w i th t h e D e f e n s e
D e p a r t m e n t .
"In DOD we c o l l e c t e d s a m p l e s at a h i g h e r f l o w rate. The i n s p e c t o r s (in
MSHA) were f o l l o w i n g t h e pro c edure s in o ld h a n d b o o k , a much lower
rate. I t d i d n ' t make sense. T h e more s a m p l e s y o u c o l l e c t t h e more
a s b e s t o s y o u ' l l g e t f o r a n a l y s i s , " h e sa id.
An e-mail t o a l l MSHA o f f i c e s in March s u g g e s t e d that th e a ir f l o w in th e
vacuum p u m p s be more than d o u b l e d and a new, more e f f e c t i v e
c o l l e c t i o n f i l t e r b e used.
" T h e r e i s no doub t , " M c A t e e r s a i d , "that i f were able to a p p l y the se new
t e c h n i q u e s e a r l i e r we w o u l d , w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n , have reduced e x p o s u r e
that led to i l l n e s s e s and we would have done a b e t t e r job p r o t e c t i n g the
workers.
" T h e r e a l i t y i s t ha t w e d i d n ' t . I c a n ' t f i x t h a t , b u t what I c a n f i x n o w w i l l
be f i x e d . "
He a d d e d , "We are e x a m i n i n g al l mines wi th the p o t e n t i a l for asbestos
c o n t a m i n a t i o n t h e same w a y w e ' v e done V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e . "
A team o f s i x MSHA i n s p e c t o r s i s in S o u t h C a r o l i n a t o d a y u s i n g th e n ew
t e chn ique t o c o l l e c t s a m p l e s a t S a n s o m ' s o ther mine and t h a t o f h i s
c o m p e t i t o r , W.R. Grace.
"We don' t know what they w i l l f i n d . But we do know there i s a s b e s t o s in
the V i r g i n i a mine and the workers are b e i n g e x p o s e d to i t ," M o n f o r t o n
sa id.
" T h i s i s n o t L i b b y , where i t ' s w a y a f t e r t h e f a c t . T h e s e a r e real b o d i e s ,
real miners, s t i l l working today. W e w o n ' t ignore w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g . "

P-I senior national correspondent
Andrew Schneider can be reached at 206-448-8218 or
andrewschneider@seattle-pi.com

T O O L S F i n d r e l a t e d a r t i c l e s P r i n t e r - f r i e n d l y ver s ion E - m a i l t h i s s t o r y
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S p e c i a l Repor t s
V i r g i n i a miners at risk f r o m asbestos
P o t e n t i a l f o r s erious h e a l t h p r o b l e m f o u n d , which would p u t workers i nthe same d a n g e r as those who d i ed in L i b b y , M o n t .
Wednesday, October 4, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E RS E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
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LOUISA, Va. - D a n g e r o u s l y h i g h l e v e l s o f a sbe s to s have been f o u n d at
o n e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t v e r m i c u l i t e mines , f e d e r a l i n v e s t i g a t o r s t o l d
workers at the mine here y e s t e r d a y .
T h e m i n e ' s o r e i s proce s s ed f o r
use in h u n d r e d s of p r o d u c t s s o ld
t h r o u g h o u t the country.
A M i n e S a f e t y a n d H e a l t h
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n d i s t r i c t manager
and an i n d u s t r i a l h y g i e n i s t
c a u t i o n e d the miners about the
d a n g e r s of a sb e s t o s e x p o s u r e and
o f f e r e d f r e e med i ca l t e s t i n g t o

T h e l i p o f a 7 0 - f o o t - d e e p , w a t e r - f i l l e d v e r m i c u l i t e p i te d g e s c l o s er to some 150-year-old s t ruc ture s in theh i s t or i c Green S p r i n g s area of V i r g i n i a .Andrew Schneider/P-l
d e t e r m i n e whe ther t h e y have any s i g n s of the l e t h a l d i s e a s e s caused by
t h e c o n t a m i n a t i n g f i b e r s .
M S H A f o u n d t h e asbes to s i n s a m p l e s taken d u r i n g a thr e e -day i n s p e c t i o n
o f t h e V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e mine in A u g u s t .
" T h e s e f i n d i n g s p o i n t to the p o t e n t i a l o f a s er ious h e a l t h p r o b l e m and one
t ha t we have to be very a c t iv e in t r y i n g to remedy," sa id A s s i s t a n t Labor
S e c r e t a r y D a v i t t M c A t e e r , who heads th e agency r e s p o n s i b l e f or th e
w e l l - b e i n g of workers at 14,000 mines.
"We have a p r o b l e m there and we're g o i n g to deal w i t h it."
T h e agency c i t ed t h e L o u i s a mine f o r three v i o l a t i o n s o f f e d e r a l h e a l t h
and s a f e t y r e g u l a t i o n s : f a i l u r e t o n o t i f y workers o f t h e a s b e s t o s r i s k ;
f a i l u r e t o take ac t i on to pr even t worker e x p o s u r e ; and f a i l u r e t o p r o v i d e
n r n f p r f i v p p n n i n m p n t <-1nrhincr n n H a c h p c t n c u / « r n i n a c i c m c

A S H E S ' 1the f o r p t t e
T h e vermicu!hit s home
A s b e s t o s p r op l e d g e d f o r v
L i t t l e risk f o rgardeners . E

D o n ' t touchvermicu l i t ei n s u l a t i o n , s t ;
H e a l t h warniiat t i c asbes to;
E R A : A s b e s t igarden only ii f you h a n d l ev e r m i c u l i t e re
T h e V a n d e r lmine
G e n e r a t i o n sminers werevi c t ims
P u s h i n g f o ra sbe s to s i s stcost doc tor h
H o w V a n d e r l :to d i s c r e d i t U
s tudy

A s m a l l grou|p h y s i c i a n s isto change thiof asbestos-idisease
A s b e s t o s -- Hk i l l e r t h a t w o i
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Robert S a n s o m is the p r i n c i p a l owner of the mine. He was an a s s i s t a n t
a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y in th e N i x o n
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , f r o m 1972-74. Severa l request s f o r comment o n M S H A ' s
ac t i on were not answered by mine management.
In M a r c h , r e a c t i n g to a series o f s torie s in the S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r
that r e p o r t e d the government d id l i t t l e or n o t h i n g a s h u n d r e d s o f
v e r m i c u l i t e miners a n d f a m i l y members f r o m L i b b y , M o n t . , d i ed f r o m
asbe s t o s e x p o s u r e , M c A t e e r swore, "I w i l l make damn sure t h a t i t doe sn' t
h a p p e n again."
M c A t e e r then s tar t ed a program to re-examine mines where a s b e s t o s
c o u l d be a c o n t a m i n a n t . He sent i n s p e c t o r s to te s t for a s b e s t o s at the f o u r
U . S . mines t h a t p r o d u c e v e r m i c u l i t e : V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i n L o u i s a ; t w o
o p e r a t i o n s in Enoree, S . C . , one owned by Sansom's g r o u p and the other
by W.R. Grace & Co.; and a mine in D i l l o n , Mont .
V e r m i c u l i t e i s a unique, f i r e p r o o f mineral tha t e x p a n d s t e n f o l d when
h e a t e d . T h e E P A h a s f o u n d a sb e s t o s i n v e r m i c u l i t e garden p r o d u c t s . T h e
l e v e l s f o u n d p r e s e n t e d m i n i m a l danger t o gardener s who u s e v e r m i c u l i t e
once a year, but those who use it more f r e q u e n t l y c o u l d f a c e s u b s t a n t i a l
risk.
I n s p e c t o r s a l s o e xamined other l o c a t i o n s where a s b e s t o s may be a
c o n t a m i n a n t , i n c l u d i n g t a l c mines i n u p s t a t e N e w Y o r k , t a c o n i t e s t ee l
mines a l o n g the I r o n Range in M i n n e s o t a and M i c h i g a n , and a dozen
quarry o p e r a t i o n s around the county.
No a s b e s t o s was d e t e c t e d in any of those i n s p e c t i o n s .
" W e d i d n ' t f i n d i t b e f o r e because o u r i n s p e c t o r s , f o l l o w i n g t r a d i t i o n a l
p r o c e d u r e s , were t a k i n g air s a m p l e s at a low f l o w rate for a short p e r i o d
of t ime, wh i ch did not a l l o w enough mater ial to be c o l l e c t e d on the f i l t e r
c a r t r i d g e . T h e y w e r e n ' t g e t t i n g a n y t h i n g t o analyze ," C e l e s t e M o n f o r t o n ,
c h i e f o f M S H A ' s h e a l t h d i v i s i o n , s a id .

Canada f i e r od e f e n d s i n d u
A s b e s t o s beiEPA t e s t s sh
F e a r o f l o s i n gp r o m p t e d i n dl eader s t o f i gr e g u l a t i o n s
S a f e t y g r o u p :ignore asbes
N a t i o n w i d e sasbestos to I:
I f y o u t h i n k y <home has asin i t . leave i t ;
M i n e wants pland t ru s t
C l a s s - a c t i o nt a r g e t s G r a c ;i n s u l a t i o n
A s b e s t o s - l a dp r o d u c t s t i l l f cs o ld in S e a t t l
Asbe s t o s f o umany commcgarden p r o d i
O n e v i c t i m ' s. . . couldn't cbreath; it seato d ea th alm(
H o r s e m a n inrace o f h i s l i f t
A s b e s t o s b i l le t h i c s que s t i cI n t h e A u g u s t i n s p e c t i o n , three o f M S H A ' s t o p i n d u s t r i a l h y g i e n i s t s f r o m

Denver, D u l u t h , M i n n . , and B e c k l e y , W . V a . , took the s a m p l e s . One of the Back to intro
team had been to the mine at L i b b y , so he knew what the c o n t a m i n a t e d
v e r m i c u l i t e l ooked l i k e . Other coveraasbestos issi
The mine s a f e t y team c o l l e c t e d 12 s a m p l e s of ore and rock, 30 s a m p l e s of
the air the miners were b r e a t h i n g and 10 s a m p l e s f r o m air in other areas
o f th e mine p i t and p r o c e s s i n g o p e r a t i o n .
All 30 o f th e m i n e r s ' a i r s a m p l e s came back w i t h a s b e s t o s f i b e r s d e t e c t e d .
F o u r s a m p l e s f o u n d a sbe s to s h i g h e r than t h e 0 .1 f i b e r p e r cub ic
c e n t i m e t e r o f a i r deemed l e g a l by t h e O c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y and H e a l t h
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , b u t a l l were f a r l ower t h a n t h e 2 f i b e r s p e r c c t h a t M S H A
r e g u l a t i o n s p e r m i t .
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The 12 b u l k or ore s a m p l e s came back s h o w i n g the presence of a c t i n o l i t e
or t r emo l i t e . Seven of them showed asbestos at e x tr eme ly h igh l e v e l s ,
several between 95 and 99 percent asbes tos .
"I wouldn't want anyone I loved working there w i t h a sbe s to s at tha t l ev e l
without a lot of p r o t e c t i v e equipment," M o n f o r t o n said.
I n rou t ine twice-a-year t e s t s a t t h e mine, M S H A ' s r e g u l a r i n s p e c t o r s h a d
never d e t e c t e d a s b e s t o s , even though the agency had g o t t e n r epor t s t h a t i t
was pr e s en t in the ore.
"We had received c o m p l a i n t s tha t workers were ordered to conceal it,
cover i t u p , s o o u r i n s p e c t o r s c o u l d n ' t f i n d i t ," M o n f o r t o n sa id . "But a l l
we had were su sp i c i on s . "
The agency de c ided that more e x t e n s i v e t e s t i n g was needed .
"We sent a team of very sharp p e o p l e who know how to do t h e i r j o b s ,
have th e e xp er t i s e t o understand what th ey 'r e s ee ing and won' t pu t up
wi th i n t i m i d a t i o n , " she said.
The i n s p e c t o r s took s a m p l e s f r o m a l l over th e mine c o m p l e x and
p r o c e s s i n g f a c i l i t y . T h e y even scooped a quart Mason jar f u l l o f
v e r m i c u l i t e ore f r o m the back of a truck en route to a customer.
M S H A ' s f i n d i n g s come a f t e r years o f p r o t e s t a t i o n s b y S a n s o m that h i s
v e r m i c u l i t e i s a s b e s t o s - f r e e a n d b y T h e V e r m i c u l i t e A s s o c i a t i o n that a l l
the ore o u t s i d e o f L i b b y , M o n t . , c on ta in s no h a r m f u l f i b e r s .
S a n s o m denounced or d i s c r e d i t e d a dozen government and p r i v a t e s t u d i e s
g o i n g back to 19
at the mine s i t e :
g o i n g back to 1960 that documented c a n c e r - c a u s i n g f i b e r s in v e r m i c u l i t e

A s b e s t o s was f o u n d in dozens of s a m p l e s c o l l e c t e d and a n a l y z e d by W.R.
Grace & Co. in the 1970s, when it p l a n n e d to open a v e r m i c u l i t e mine in
the same l o ca t i on .
S i x t y s a m p l e s of V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e ore were c o l l e c t e d in 1977 by New
Y o r k ' s Mount S i n a i S c h o o l o f M e d i c i n e , t h e n a t i o n ' s l ead er a t t h e t ime i n
the s t u d y of asbestos-caused diseases. A s b e s t o s f r om 2 percent to more
t han 56 percent was f o u n d in the s a m p l e s t e s t e d .
A 1979 "Threa t en ed N a t i o n a l L a n d m a r k S t u d y " by the N a t i o n a l Park
S e r v i c e that e x a m i n e d t h e m i n e ' s p r o x i m i t y t o a n a d j a c e n t h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t
said "asbestos e x i s t s in the v e r m i c u l i t e d e p o s i t s " and " f i b e r s c o u l d be
r e l e a s e d w i t h i n t h e ( v e r m i c u l i t e ) p l a n t d u r i n g p r o c e s s i n g , thereby c r e a t i n g
a human h e a l t h hazard to e m p l o y e e s and i n d i v i d u a l s in the i m m e d i a t e
area."
I n F e b r u a r y , t h e P - I h a d o r e s a m p l e s taken f r o m a ra i l s i d i n g i n L o u i s a
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a n a l y z e d . The l o c a t i o n was where V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e ore was l o a d e d
into rail cars. T r e m o l i t e and a c t i n o l i t e asbestos were d e t e c t ed , but
S a n s o m said "that ore was p r o b a b l y p l a n t e d there by our enemies," and
a g a i n i n s i s t e d there was no asbes to s in his ore.
The mine agency ' s h ea l th boss says th e f i n d i n g s have broad i m p l i c a t i o n s .
"The p o t e n t i a l danger f r o m expo sure t o t h i s a s b e s t o s goes we l l beyond
the mine," M o n f o r t o n s a i d . "We are concerned about e xpo sur e to the
environment , to those p e o p l e who have been u s i n g waste rock f r o m the
mine for years around the i r homes and bu s in e s s e s , and to workers in
c o m p a n i e s e l s ewhere in the country who are e x p o s e d to t h i s v e r m i c u l i t e
i n p r o d u c t s t h e y ' r e making a n d s e l l i n g . "
M S H A h a s n o t i f i e d O S H A , E P A a n d t h e Consumer Produc t S a f e t y
C o m m i s s i o n about the amount of a sb e s t o s f o u n d in the V i r g i n i a mine.
"Once the ore ge t s off mine p r o p e r t y , we no l o n g e r have j u r i s d i c t i o n over
it ," M c A t e e r sa id . " A n y t h i n g e l s e that i s done i s in the hands o f o ther
agencies."
I n d u s t r y a n a l y s t s e s t imate that V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i s s e l l i n g about
100,000 t on s o f v e r m i c u l i t e a year f r o m V i r g i n i a and S o u t h C a r o l i n a
o p e r a t i o n s , and his p r i n c i p a l cus tomers are makers of c o n s t r u c t i o n
p r o d u c t s , such a s d r y w a l l , p l a s t e r and f i r e p r o o f i n g , and h o r t i c u l t u r a l
c o m p a n i e s that use it in p l a n t i n g o p e r a t i o n s and s o i l enhancers.
"The t r a g i c l e s s on that we l earned f r o m the v e r m i c u l i t e miners in L i b b y i s
al l the p r o o f that anyone s h o u l d need tha t e x p o s u r e to a s b e s t o s , i f not
c o n t r o l l e d , w i l l r e su l t in a s b e s t o s i s , m e s o t h e l i o m a and l u n g cancers,"
M o n f o r t o n s a i d . " T h o s e w h o contract the s e d i s e a s e s w i l l d i e . I f t ha t i s n ' t
reason to h a l t the se e xpo sur e s then n o t h i n g is."
In the ir b r i e f i n g on the i n s p e c t i o n r e s u l t s , the miners at the V i r g i n i a
f a c i l i t y were t o l d t h e d i f f e r e n c e between t h e M S H A a n d O S H A
s t a n d a r d s .
"We' l l t e l l them at even under the OSHA s t a n d a r d o f 0 .1 ( f i b e r s per cubic
c en t ime t er s o f a ir) they s t i l l e s t i m a t e tha t some l e v e l o f a s b e s t o s i s and
cancer w i l l occur. And we' l l try to encourage them to have an X-ray and
l u n g f u n c t i o n te s t ," M o n f o r t o n said.
M S H A h a s taken t h e unusual s t e p o f o f f e r i n g t o p a y f o r med i ca l
s cr e en ing — X-rays and l u n g f u n c t i o n t e s t s — of the two dozen current
workers and as many former e m p l o y e e s of V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e as the
agency can f i n d .
D r . Carol J o n e s , w h o heads t h e a g e n c y ' s o f f i c e o f s t a n d a r d s , said t h e
M S H A i s t r y i n g t o p i n down t h e best a p p r o a c h t o l o w e r i n g t h e l i m i t f o r
asbe s to s .
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"We are very aware that s o m e t h i n g must be done," J o n e s said. "The risk
f r o m t h e e x i s t i n g level i s e x t r e m e l y h i g h . I t ' s j u s t t err ib l e ."
Even the more s t r ingen t O S H A level an t i c i pa t e s an a d d i t i o n a l 3.4 cancers
per 1,000 p e o p l e . The MSHA l i m i t i s e s t ima t ed t o r e s u l t in 68 a d d i t i o n a l
cases of cancers per 1,000 p e o p l e e x p o s e d .
"When you have a carc inogen l i k e a sbe s to s , you want to have no
e x p o s u r e a t a l l , " J o n e s s a i d .
M c A t e e r said t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f mak ing M S H A ' s e xpo sur e l i m i t a s s a f e a s
O S H A i s n o t a n easy proce s s , a n d h e ' s concerned about "the a g e n c y ' s
i n a b i l i t y to keep up w i t h the newer science and t e c h n o l o g y . "
" T h a t ' s a n a b s o l u t e f a i l u r e t h a t ' s qui t e u n f o r t u n a t e a n d t e r r i b l y sad,"
M c A t e e r s a i d . "But i f you look at the r e g u l a t o r y m a k i n g pro c e s s for the
f e d e r a l government right now, it is a very d i f f i c u l t , t r e m e n d o u s l y
burdensome proc e s s e s f r a u g h t w i th d e l a y s a n d b l o c k a g e s a n d l i t i g a t i o n
brought b y i n d u s t r y t o s l ow down t h e mat t er o f r e g u l a t i o n . I t ' s n o t s i m p l y
the matter of saying we have to change this."
M o n f o r t o n said t h e agency i s worried about t h e miners a n d c a n ' t o f f e r
them much.
"If the miners want i t , we w i l l b r i n g in a m o b i l e t e s t i n g un i t and do the
t e s t i n g at any t ime and at any p l a c e . We'll do it at the mine or in the
W a l - M a r t p a r k i n g l o t , a n y p l a c e t h e y ' r e c o m f o r t a b l e . T h i s i s r e a l l y a l l w e
can do for them," M o n f o r t o n said.
"We w i l l give these poor guys every t h i n g we can. T h e y have to make the
d e c i s i o n o f whe ther t h e y want t o work there o r not. I t ' s t h e i r l i v e s w e ' r e
d e a l i n g w i t h here."' t o

The new t e c h n i q u e used in th e V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i n s p e c t i o n was
s p a w n e d f r o m f r u s t r a t i o n among M S H A ' s h e a l t h s t a f f , w h o c o u l d n ' t
u n d e r s t a n d why no asbe s to s was b e i n g i d e n t i f i e d in t h e i r r epea t ed
s a m p l e s at other mines even through the agency knew miners were b e i n g
s i ck ened by a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s e a s e s .
" S i n c e the Libby issue surfaced we have been invo lved in an examinat i on
of where, why and how we take s a m p l e s , " M c A t e e r sa id . "Our p r o b l e m is
t h a t w e d i d n ' t a p p l y be t t er science a n d smarter s a m p l i n g t o t h e o v e r a l l
process, and we're t r y i n g to do that now."
One m a j o r change occurred in March.
"Our te s t r e s u l t s j u s t d i d n ' t make sense," said C h r i s F i n d l a y , a n i n d u s t r i a l
h y g i e n i s t a n d a n a l y s t i n M S H A ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s .
" I ' m r e v i e w i n g t h e d a t a b a s e o f t h e te s t r e s u l t s a n d a l l I s e e i s a s tream o f
n o n - d e t e c t s - NDs - no a sbe s to s . S o m e t h i n g i s not r i g h t . "
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By t h i s t ime MSHA had gathered much a n e c d o t a l i n f o r m a t i o n on workers
c o n t r a c t i n g a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed d i s e a s e s f r o m the s e same s i t e s .
"We were seeing not o n l y what the S e a t t l e P-I was w r i t i n g but also
r e p o r t s f r o m union h e a l t h o f f i c i a l s , l o ca l d o c t o r s and some o f th e miners
th emse lv e s . T h e r e was a serious i n c o n s i s t e n c y in the f a c t s that we c o u l d
not accept ," M o n f o r t o n said.
B e f o r e coming t o M S H A , F i n d l a y h a d worked w i th t h e D e f e n s e
D e p a r t m e n t .
"In DOD we c o l l e c t e d s a m p l e s at a h i g h e r f l o w rate. The i n s p e c t o r s (in
MSHA) were f o l l o w i n g th e procedure s in o ld h a n d b o o k , a much lower
rate. I t d i d n ' t make sense. T h e more s a m p l e s y o u c o l l e c t t h e more
asb e s t o s y o u ' l l g e t f o r a n a l y s i s , " h e s a id .
An e-mail t o a l l MSHA o f f i c e s in March s u g g e s t e d that t h e a i r f l o w in t h e
vacuum p u m p s be more than doub l ed and a new, more e f f e c t i v e
c o l l e c t i o n f i l t e r b e used.
"There i s no doub t ," M c A t e e r s a id , "that i f were a b l e to a p p l y these new
t e chnique s earl i er we wou ld , wi thout que s t i on , have reduced e xpo sur e
that led to i l l n e s s e s and we wou ld have done a b e t t e r job p r o t e c t i n g the
workers.
" T h e r e a l i t y i s that w e d i d n ' t . I c a n ' t f i x t h a t , b u t what I c a n f i x n o w w i l l
be f i x e d . "
He a d d e d , "We are e x a m i n i n g all mines wi th the p o t e n t i a l for asbes tos
c o n t a m i n a t i o n t h e same w a y w e ' v e done V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e . "
A team o f s i x MSHA i n s p e c t o r s i s in S o u t h C a r o l i n a t o d a y u s i n g th e new
t e chn ique to c o l l e c t s a m p l e s a t Sansom' s o ther mine and that o f h i s
c o m p e t i t o r , W.R. Grace.
"We don' t know what they w i l l f i n d . But we do know there i s a s b e s t o s in
the V i r g i n i a mine and the workers are b e i n g e x p o s e d to i t , " M o n f o r t o n
sa id.
" T h i s i s no t L i b b y , where i t ' s way a f t e r th e f a c t . T h e s e ar e real bodie s ,
real miners, s t i l l work ing t o d a y . W e w o n ' t ignore w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g . "

P-I senior national correspondent Andrew Schneider can be reached at
206-448-8218 or andrewschneider@seattle-pi.com

T O O L S F i n d r e l a t e d a r t i c l e s P r i n t e r - f r i e n d l y vers ion E-mail t h i s s tory
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W o m e n f o u g h t f o r years t o guard h i s t o r i c area f r o mm i n i n g hazard
Wednesday, October 4, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E RS E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
LOUISA, Va. -- The d i s covery of a sbe s to s in a v e r m i c u l i t e mine here is
t r a g i c news for the miners, but v i n d i c a t i o n for a g r o u p of s i l v e r-ha i r ed
S o u t h e r n b e l l e s who have f o u g h t for 30 years to save t h e i r h i s t o r i c l a n d .
F i r s t they f o u g h t o n e o f A m e r i c a ' s b i g g e s t c o m p a n i e s , th en a w e l l - w i r e d
f o r m e r W h i t e H o u s e op era t iv e . N o w , th e i r b i g g e s t b a t t l e i s g o i n g t o b e
d e c i d e d by a f e d e r a l j u d g e .
On one s i d e are the L a d i e s of Green S p r i n g s , f e w e r than
a dozen w i d o w s and "maiden l a d i e s , " the d e s c e n d a n t s of
f a m i l i e s who carved t h e i r 1 8 t h and 1 9 t h c entury f a r m s
out of the h i c k o r y and oak on 14,054 acres tha t have
remained v i r t u a l l y untouched since th e C i v i l War.
O p p o s i n g them i s p l a i n t i f f Robert S a n s o m , th e owner o f
V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e L t d . H e w a s a W h i t e H o u s e s t a f f e r
f o r P r e s i d e n t N i x o n , and also worked f or H e n r y
K i s s i n g e r a t t h e N a t i o n a l S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . F r o m J u n e
1972 to F e b r u a r y 1974, he was a s s i s t a n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r
f o r t h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y .

Rae Ely has been oneof the most vocall e a d e r s i n t h e f i g h ta g a i n s t t h e v e r m i c u l i t emine.

T h e p r i z e f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s i s t h e k n o w l e d g e tha t t h e i r l a n d i s s a f e .
F o r S a n s o m , i t ' s t h e f r e e d o m t o mine a n e s t i m a t e d $150 m i l l i o n worth o f
vermi cu l i t e f r o m the same coveted ground.
S a n s o m ' s W e s t W i n g e x p e r i e n c e a p p a r e n t l y d o e s n ' t i n t i m i d a t e h i s l o c a l
adver sar i e s .
T h e s e f e i s t y women, most in t h e i r " g o l d e n years" - which is as far as
p o l i t e S o u t h e r n s o c i e t y a l l o w s age to be que s t i oned - s t i l l run a f ew
dozen head of c a t t l e and raise enough hay, wheat and corn on t h e i r f a r m s
to pay the p r o p e r t y taxes. T h e y r e fu s e to give up the f i g h t for the l a n d o f
t h e i r anc e s t o r s .

A S B E S ' lthe f o r p t t e
- T h e vermicu ih i t s home
A s b e s t o s prop l e d g e d f o r v
L i t t l e risk f o rgardeners . Esays
D o n ' t t ouchv e r m i c u l i t ei n s u l a t i o n , s t ;
H e a l t h warni ia t t i c asbesto:
E P A : A s b e s t igarden o n l y <i f you h a n d l ev e r m i c u l i t e re
T h e V a n d e r lmine
G e n e r a t i o n sminers were

P u s h i n g f o rasbes tos i s stcost doctor h
H o w V a n d e r tto d i s c r e d i t Us t u d y

A s m a l l g r o u jp h y s i c i a n s i sto change theof asbestos-id i s ea s e
A s b e s t o s - i1k i l l e r that woi
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The land in qu e s t i on , Green S p r i n g s , i s a 5 mile-by-6 m i l e oval. In 1720,
Col. Richard M o r r i s b u i l t a mineral spa near i t s center which T h o m a s
J e f f e r s o n t o u t e d f o r i t s "medicinal virtue."
A l m o s t every k n o l l and h igh spot in the r o l l i n g v a l l e y between
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e and Richmond has a t e x t b o o k h i s t o r i c home. The old
houses range f rom modest co lonial farmhouse s to p a l a t i a l an t e b e l l um
p l a n t a t i o n homes and an exot i c s tuccoed T u s c a n v i l l a r e s t i n g on huge
g r a n i t e b l o ck s . T h e c o l l e c t i o n o f icehouses , smokehouse s , k i t c h e n s ,
barns, s l ave quarters and other o u t b u i l d i n g s ho i s t the number of h i s t o r i c
s t ruc ture s t o more than 250. Boswe l l ' s T a v e r n , a m e e t i n g p l a c e f o r
J e f f e r s o n , L a f a y e t t e a n d Patr i ck H e n r y , survives t o d a y .

"The early American architecture preserved in harmony
wi th the l a n d s c a p e , and the p r o x i m i t y of each to the next
make up a whole proper ty much more s i g n i f i c a n t than
any i n d i v i d u a l part," the I n t e r i o r D e p a r t m e n t said in
d e c i d i n g to bestow a h i s t o r i c a l d e s i g n a t i o n on the l a n d .
Beneath the ground , f r o m 5 to 90 f e e t down, are veins of

steve Lucas and his c ommerc ia l-grade v e r m i c u l i t e , i n c l u d i n g more than 70family l ive a d j a c e n t to l a r g e p o c k e t s , each 300 to 500 f e e t wide.the noi sy, d u s t yv e r m i c u i i t e mine inL o u i s a , v a H o p i n g f o r ' c l e a n ' o r e
V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e was not the f i r s t c ompany to a t t e m p t to mine the
d i s t r i c t .
W.R. Grace & Co. began surveying Green S p r i n g s for v e r m i c u l i t e in the
l a t e ' 6 0 s when t h e c o m p a n y w a s a l r e a d y h a v i n g t r o u b l e a t i t s v e r m i c u l i t e
mine in L i b b y , in the northwest corner o f M o n t a n a , then the wor ld ' s
l a r g e s t . The ore f r o m the mine was h e a v i l y c o n t a m i n a t e d wi th t r e m o l i t e
and a c t i n o l i t e a s b e s t o s , and the miners were b e g i n n i n g to d i e , s u f f o c a t e d
by l u n g s de s troyed by the asbestos f i b e r s .
A c c o r d i n g to Grace documents obtained by the S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r ,
t h e c o m p a n y h a d h i g h hope s that Green S p r i n g s wou ld o f f e r a s u p p l y o f
u n c o n t a m i n a t e d v e r m i c u l i t e .
By 1972, Grace had d r i l l e d 2,847 te s t h o l e s in the f e r t i l e v a l l e y b o t t o m
and the c o m p a n y knew the p o t e n t i a l o f the f i n d .
"There is no other known vermicu l i t e d e p o s i t , or series of d e p o s i t s , in t h i s
country or w o r l d w i d e , that has anywhere near the p o t e n t i a l ... of the
Green S p r i n g s area," wrote Grace evaluator Lewi s H a s h to the head of
G r a c e ' s Z o n o l i t e v e r m i c u l i t e d i v i s i o n .

Canada f i e r cd e f e n d s indi i
Asbe s t o s beiERA tes t s sh
F e a r o f l o s i r up r o m p t e d i n dl e a d e r s t o f i gr egu la t i on s
S a f e t y g r o u p ;ignore asbes
N a t i o n w i d e sasbestos to b
I f y o u t h i n k y ihome has asin it. leave it <
M i n e wants r.l and t ru s t
C l a s s - a c t i o nt a r g e t s Grac ti n s u l a t i o n
Asbe s t o s - ladp r o d u c t s t i l l bs o ld in S e a t t l
A s b e s t o s f o umany comrmgarden p r o d i
O n e v i c t i m ' s. . . couldn't cbreath: it seato death alme
H o r s e m a n inrace o f h i s l i f i
Asbe s to s b i l le thics que s t i i
B a c k t o J n t r o
Other cove raasbestos issi

Grace announced it bought m i n i n g r i g h t s to 1,400 acres in and around
Green S p r i n g s , bu t core s a m p l e s p u l l e d ou t a year l a t e r f o u n d the same
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In May 1974, w h i l e Grace o f f i c i a l s d eba t ed what t o do w i t h t h e i r
p a r a d o x i c a l f i n d , t h e I n t e r i o r D e p a r t m e n t d e s i g n a t e d t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d a
n a t i o n a l h i s t o r i c landmark.
Buoyed by the f e d e r a l d e s i g n a t i o n , the L a d i e s o f Green S p r i n g s mustered
to try to s tymi e the huge c o r p o r a t i o n . Severa l bought a few buck s ' worth
of s tock in Grace, enough to get i n t o the s t o c k h o l d e r s ' m e e t i n g , where
they badgered c ompany Pre s id en t J . Pe t er Grace in to c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r
p l e a not to mine near the h i s t o r i c s i t e .
"We got p o l i t e , p a t r o n i z i n g s m i l e s and not much more," said Rae E l y , a
t i r e l e s s l awyer who l i v e s in one of the old homes and has f o u g h t the
b a t t l e f o r decades.
But she and her l a d i e s had s u p p o r t e r s .
I n 1976, t h e n - I n t e r i o r S e c r e t a r y T h o m a s K l e p p e wrote t o Grace, s a y i n g
t h e c o m p a n y ' s p l a n s f o r m i n i n g Green S p r i n g s were " i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h
the c u l t u r a l and scenic va lu e s of the area." He urged Grace to d o n a t e it s
l and as a b u f f e r around the h i s t or i c site. '
A g a i n , t h e c ompany said n o t h i n g .
The band o f b e l l e s dug in . T h e y gathered every p i e c e o f p a p e r and f a c t
th ey c o u l d f i n d on v e r m i c u l i t e and a sbe s to s and i t s hazards . T h e y became
e n v i r o n m e n t a l s l e u t h s , amateur e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s and rock hounds .
W h i l e t h e l a d i e s were b i r d - d o g g i n g Grace, S a n s o m h a d q u i e t l y b o u g h t
m i n i n g r i g h t s f r o m a f a m i l y whose farm wa s in t h e h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . Two
years l a t e r , V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e L t d . began m i n i n g t h e p i n k i s h - t a n ore,
b u t t h e h i s t o r i c d e s i g n a t i o n o f Green S p r i n g s w a s h a m p e r i n g S a n s o m ' s
e x p a n s i o n p l a n s .
I n 1980. r e s p o n d i n g t o a sui t S a n s o m f i l e d , a f e d e r a l j u d g e ru l ed t h a t t h e
I n t e r i o r D e p a r t m e n t was out o f l i n e in g r a n t i n g the p r o t e c t i v e l a b e l and
that t h e a g e n c y ' s r e g u l a t i o n s d i d n ' t g ive i t t h e a u t h o r i t y t o save Green
S p r i n g s o r any other o f f i c i a l h i s t o r i c s i t e .
The Green S p r i n g s women raced 100 m i l e s north and i n v a d e d the U.S.
C a p i t o l , b u t t o n h o l i n g any c o n g r e s s i o n a l member who made the m i s t a k e
of g e t t i n g snared in the marble corridors.
In record t i m e , and by unanimous vote, C o n g r e s s added a few new words
t o t h e I n t e r i o r D e p a r t m e n t ' s s t a t u t e s tha t p r o t e c t e d n o t o n l y Green
S p r i n g s , bu t h u n d r e d s o f other s i t e s th e agency had p r e v i o u s l y d e s i g n a t e d
as of h i s t o r i c i m p o r t a n c e .
W h e n asked about t h i s in an i n t e r v i e w e a r l i e r t h i s year, S a n s o m chose to
d i s c u s s the woman he sees as his c h i e f a n t a g o n i s t .
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"Mrs. Ely i s a t enac ious woman, t r u l y tenacious," S a n s o m s a i d , bar e ly
c o n c e a l i n g h i s anger. " S h e ' s r i l e d u p t h e L a d i e s a t Green S p r i n g s f o r years
over t h i s . She j u s t never s top s ."
Grace r e j e c t s o f f e r
I n 1 9 9 1 , S a n s o m o f f e r e d t o b u y G r a c e ' s h o l d i n g s i n L o u i s a C o u n t y . T h e
o f f e r w a s r e j e c t e d .
One year l a t e r , w i thou t m i n i n g a s i n g l e bag of v e r m i c u l i t e , Grace d o n a t e d
t h e l a n d i t b ough t t o H i s t o r i c Green S p r i n g s I n c . in return f or a s i g n i f i c a n t
tax w r i t e - o f f and the promi s e that i t w o u l d never be mined. The c o m p a n y
— c i t i n g a judge ' s gag order — s t i l l d e c l i n e s t o say whe ther th e presence o f
a s b e s t o s had a n y t h i n g to do w i t h i t s d e c i s i o n .
By t h i s t ime , S a n s o m had g o t t e n m i n i n g r i g h t s to two more h i s t o r i c f a r m s
and th e V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e o p e r a t i o n wa s g o i n g three s h i f t s a day.
S i x t e e n - t o n trucks p l o d d e d a l o n g s t a t e Route 22 to a rai l s i d i n g in the
town of L o u i s a , where the ore was s h i p p e d to p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s
t h r o u g h o u t the country.
T h e f o r m e r government i n s i d e r p u s h e d c o m m o n w e a l t h a n d L o u i s a
C o u n t y board s t o a l l o w h im t o e x p a n d . H e a t e d deba t e s ensued. The
d a n g e r of a s b e s t o s in the ore — which S a n s o m v e h e m e n t l y d e n i e d —
became a f r e q u e n t t o p i c .
Concern over what these l e t h a l f i b e r s meant to the h e a l t h of the
c o m m u n i t y a t t ra c t ed n e w s u p p o r t e r s f o r Green S p r i n g s ' o l d guard. Even
some men s i g n e d on.
O n e w a s S t e v e Lucas. H e a n d h i s f a m i l y l i v e a s t o n e ' s throw f r o m t h e
mine. T h e b u f f e r o f eastern w h i t e p i n e that S a n s o m p l a n t e d t o mask t h e
m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n f r o m t h e view o f p a s s i n g m o t o r i s t s does l i t t l e t o h a l t t h e
noise and d u s t that f l o w s over L u c a s ' 500-acre f a r m .
" W h e n the wind i s b l o w i n g f r o m the mine, our p l a c e i s covered in t h i s
f i n e d u s t , " h e s a i d , r u n n i n g h i s f i n g e r t h r o u g h th e tan p o w d e r cover ing a
w indow s i l l on h i s f r o n t porch a s 5-year-o ld H a n n a h gazed q u i z z i c a l l y
out the window.
"I worry about l e t t i n g my d a u g h t e r p l a y ou t s i d e . I worry about the
l i v e s t o c k tha t graze on grass covered w i th t h i s . How much a sb e s t o s i s in
t h i s s t u f f ? How much harm i s i t d o i n g ? " Lucas s a i d .
Lucas i s nicknamed the "Cowboy Poet" for h i s I n t e r n e t - p o s t e d poems.
S i x - f o o t - o n e and l a n k y , he l o o k s the cowboy par t .
P u l l i n g h i s weathered S t e t s o n down snug on h i s h ead , Lucas the cowboy
poet s t r a d d l e s his mechani ca l s t eed — a green a l l - t e r r a i n - v e h i c l e — and
head s o f f over t h e h i l l t o s e e where V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i s m i n i n g .
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He s t o p s at the crest, l o o k s down and shakes his head.
Below, a y e l l o w crane and earth movers c l a t t e r across the s o g g y bare
mud. The l ip o f a 7 0 - f o o t - d e e p p i t i s j u s t 50 f e e t f r o m the back p o r c h o f
t h e o l d H i l l H o u s e .
"So much for h i s t o r i c pre servat ion," Lucas says.
S a n s o m s tunned l o ca l r e s i d e n t s and l e g a l s c h o l a r s in 1995, when he sued
both Grace a n d t h e H i s t o r i c Green S p r i n g s I n c . , s e e k i n g $ 2 1 m i l l i o n i n
d a m a g e s and the l a n d that Grace gave away.
T h e w r o n g d o i n g h e a l l e g e d : c o n s p i r a c y under t h e S h e r m a n A n t i t r u s t A c t .
C o n s p i r a c y a l l eg ed
S a n s o m m a i n t a i n s that Grace and th e L a d i e s o f Green S p r i n g s c o n s p i r e d
t o prevent h i m f r o m acqu ir ing G r a c e ' s v e r m i c u l i t e - r i c h l a n d , t h u s
" d e p r i v i n g A m e r i c a ' s consumers t h e r i g h t t o t h i s v a l u a b l e minera l , " h e
t o l d t h e P - I .
" S o m e b o d y v i o l a t e d a law and we s h o u l d have our day in court. And the
consumer has an in t er e s t in t h i s because th ey l i k e to p l a n t t omato
s e e d l i n g s and p o i n s e t t i a s and l i v e in f i r e p r o o f b u i l d i n g s and u s e c a t t l e
f r o m (rai l) cars that are covered with b l a n k e t s o f v e r m i c u l i t e , " S a n s o m
s a i d .
The p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s , h a v i n g used up much o f t h e i r s a v i n g s , turned t o
bake s a l e s , q u i l t i n g bees and r o a s t i n g 200-pound hogs. T h e y even se t
a s i d e t h e i r pr e c i ou s p r i v a c y and a l l o w e d g a w k i n g s t r a n g e r s — even
Y a n k e e s — i n t o t h e i r mu s euml ik e homes to h u s t l e money for the g r o w i n g
batch o f l e g a l b i l l s .
A f t e r f i v e years o f b a t t l e s , m o t i o n s , summary j u d g m e n t s a n d other l e g a l
maneuvers, F e d e r a l D i s t r i c t Court J u d g e J a m e s M i c h a e l J r . o n M o n d a y
g a v e l e d the end o f the 15-day t r i a l .
T h e j u d g e r e p e a t e d l y r e f u s e d t o p e r m i t a n y e v i d e n c e o f
a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t i o n to be in t roduc ed in the t r i a l .
F o r f i v e years, Grace s tood s h o u l d e r t o s h o u l d e r w i t h t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s .
But l a s t month Grace s e t t l e d a l l the c l a i m s brought a g a i n s t i t in the su i t
and i s b e l i e v e d to have p a i d S a n s o m a l m o s t $2 m i l l i o n .
The one charge that remained was " c o n s p i r a c y to m o n o p o l i z e " and Green
S p r i n g s w a s l e f t a lone t o d e f e n d i t s e l f .
D e s p i t e h u n d r e d s o f hours o f f r e e l e g a l work d o n a t e d by C h a r l e s
M o n t a n g e , a S e a t t l e l a w y e r , v i c t o r y f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s i s f a r f r o m
as sured.
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A n t i t r u s t l aw s are very c o m p l e x , and no one is r e a l l y sure what e f f e c t
G r a c e ' s s e t t l e m e n t w i l l have o n t h e outcome.
The j u d g e may no t issue h i s d e c i s i on for several month s . Robert S a n s o m
and the L a d i e s of Green S p r i n g s w i l l be w a i t i n g .
T O O L S F i n d r e l a t e d a r t i c l e s P r i n t e r - f r i e n d l y version E-mail t h i s story

H o m e I S i t e I n d e x | A b o u t t h e P - I | C i r c u l a t i o n | A r c h i v e s | C o n t a c t U s | J o b O p e n i n g s
S e n d c o m m e n t s t o n e w m e d i a @ s e a t t l e - p i . c o m© 1999-2000 S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r

T e r m s o f S e r v i c e / P r i v a c y P o l i c y

1 0 / 4 / 0 0 I 1 : O O A 1 V



A s b t ^ t o s ciis.;insures made by th e S e a t t l e P-I W y s i w y g t f t p : / / s e a t t l e p - i . n w s o u r c e . c o m / n a t i o n a l / a s b x 0 4 . s h t m l

. eei; relocation, tool s i:" • ; f r o m N E I G H B O R
AdI n f o

B U S I N E S S
N A T I O N / W O R L D

W T O
U . S . W i r e
W o r l d W i r e

; A R T & L I F E
C O M I C S & G A M E S
O P I N I O N
C O L U M N I S T S
G E T A W A Y S
N E I G H B O R S

N a t i o n orld

f r
N E W S F R O M A P
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A s b e s t o s d i s c l o s u r e s made by the S e a t t l e P-I
Wednesday, October 4, 2000
D i s c l o s u r e s made b y t h e S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r d u r i n g i t s n i n e - m o n t h
i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f a sbe s to s hazards:
N O V E M B E R 1999:
A l m o s t 200 p e o p l e f r o m L i b b y , M o n t . , have died and h u n d r e d s more
have been d i a g n o s e d w i th f a t a l i l l n e s s e s f r o m e x p o s u r e t o a sb e s t o s in
t a i n t e d ore f r o m a nearby v e r m i c u l i t e mine.
For d e c a d e s , l o c a l , s ta t e and f e d e r a l agencie s knew o f the L i b b y h a z a r d s ,
but took no act ion.

\ $SB D E C E M B E R 1999:
S o r t : ® d a t e O rank
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n a t i o n w i d e , where workers became i l l and d i e d .
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The E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y sends an emergency r e spon s e team
t o L i b b y , a n d c o n f i r m s t h e P - I ' s f i n d i n g s t ha t a n a s b e s t o s hazard s t i l l
e x i s t s in the t i n y town.
J A N U A R Y 2000:
W.R. Grace & Co., l o n g t i m e owner of the L i b b y mine, v o l u n t e e r s to p i c k
up med i ca l e x p e n s e s f o r L i b b y r e s i d e n t s . M e a n w h i l e , EPA says
c o n t a m i n a t i o n l e v e l s in L i b b y require an emergency c l e a n u p .
F E B R U A R Y :
D e s p i t e a century of k n o w l e d g e of the hazards of a s b e s t o s , the
m a n u f a c t u r e and sa l e o f p r o d u c t s c o n t a i n i n g the l e t h a l f i b e r s are l e g a l in
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .
F o r years, t h e f e a r o f l o s i n g p r o f i t s h a s p r o m p t e d a s b e s t o s - i n d u s t r y
l e a d e r s t o f i g h t p r o p o s e d r e g u l a t i o n o f t h e i r p r o d u c t s .
T h e Consumer Product S a f e t y C o m m i s s i o n gave u p t r y i n g t o r e g u l a t e

i n n r n r l n r f s 1 S v p a r c a c m Dave a f f p r t h p P - T r p n r i r t p H t h a t f a r t

E-ma

T r u t h gets s t ias c a n d i d a t e :square o f f
Gore. Bush ti
S o u t h e r n b e lv i n d i c a t i o n inasbestos cascomes at a tcp r i c e
A s b e s t o sd i s c l o s u r e s nthe S e a t t l e P
V i r g i n i a minerisk f r o m asb
H I V ' s c h a n g i iMore blacks.H i s p a n i c s
Court looks £s t o p s f o r d r u ;pr ivacy
S p e n d i n g - b i l lsoar in C o n g
C o u p l e creatt e s t - t u b e babsave d a u g h t t
L e n n o n ' s k i l kf o n d o f ' n o t o rd e n i e d p a r o l e
M i l o s e v i c d e forder s arrest
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the C P S C announced a r e s u m p t i o n o f t e s t i n g .
Init ia l t e s t i n g by the EPA shows asbe s to s in consumer p r o d u c t s ,
i n c l u d i n g i n s u l a t i o n a n d garden p r o d u c t s .
M A R C H :
D a v i t t M c A t e e r , head o f t h e Mine S a f e t y a n d H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
a d m i t t e d th e agency had no t fu l f i l l ed i t s m i s s i o n in p r o t e c t i n g miners
f r o m a sb e s t o s , and vowed to correct it.
V e r m i c u l i t e f r o m the Libby mine, s t i l l being s o ld in S e a t t l e s tores,
c o n t a i n e d h i g h l e v e l s o f a sbe s to s .
F u r t h e r t e s t s by the EPA f i n d many garden p r o d u c t s c o n t a i n i n g
v e r m i c u l i t e that are c o n t a m i n a t e d wi th asbe s to s .
A P R I L :
The EPA issues a warning to gardeners to be car e fu l h a n d l i n g v ermicu l i t e
p r o d u c t s because they may be c o n t a m i n a t e d .
Grace b a c k p e d a l s on i t s p l e d g e to c l ean up the a s b e s t o s r e m a i n i n g in
L i b b y . The EPA says i t w i l l c o m p l e t e th e c l e a n u p and b i l l Grace f or th e
cost.
M A Y :
T h r e e m a j o r brands o f crayons are c o n t a m i n a t e d w i t h a s b e s t o s , t e s t s
c onduc t ed by the P-I reveal.
J U N E :
A f t e r i n i t i a l d e n i a l s , crayon c o m p a n i e s agree t o s t o p u s i n g t a l c , t h e source
o f t h e a s b e s t o s , a f t e r C P S C t e s t s c o n f i r m t h e f i b e r s ' pre s ence i n t h e i r
p r o d u c t s .
The t a l c in crayons comes f r om New York mines owned by the R.T.
V a n d e r b i l t Co., l o n g act ive i n f i g h t i n g a s b e s t o s r e g u l a t i o n .
V a n d e r b i l t miners , l i k e those in L i b b y , have become sick and d i ed f r o m
a sb e s t o s e xpo sur e .
A l o c a l p h y s i c i a n i d e n t i f i e s more than 500 cases of a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d
d i s e a s e in t h e c o u n t i e s s u r r o u n d i n g th e t a l c mines. S t a t e c o n f i r m s
f i n d i n g s , bu t he i s f i r e d f r o m hi s h o s p i t a l j o b .
OCTOBER:
M S H A f i n d s d a n g e r o u s l e v e l s o f a s b e s t o s i n o r e f r o m a V i r g i n i a mine
that p r o d u c e s a s i g n i f i c a n t amount o f t h e n a t i o n ' s v e r m i c u l i t e .
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S o u t h e r n b e l l e s get v i n d i c a t i o n in asbestos case, butit comes at a t o u g h pr i c e
A s b e s t o s f o u n d in mine; widows, maidens want the l a n d
Wednesday, October 4, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
LOUISA, Va. — The d i s covery of a sbe s to s in a v e r m i c u l i t e mine here i s
t rag i c news for the miners, but v i n d i c a t i o n for a g r o u p of s i l v e r - h a i r e d
S o u t h e r n b e l l e s who have f o u g h t for 30 years to save t h e i r h i s t o r i c l a n d .
F i r s t they f o u g h t on e o f Amer i ca ' s b i g g e s t c o m p a n i e s , then a w e l l - w i r e d
f ormer W h i t e H o u s e opera t ive . N o w , th e i r b i g g e s t b a t t l e i s g o i n g t o b e
d e c i d e d by a f e d e r a l j u d g e .
On one s id e are the L a d i e s of Green S p r i n g s , f e w e r than a dozen w idows
and "maiden l a d i e s , " the d e s c e n d a n t s of f a m i l i e s who carved t h e i r 1 8 t h
and 1 9 t h century f a r m s out of the h ickory and oak on 14,054 acres tha t
have remained v i r t u a l l y untouched s ince th e C i v i l War.
O p p o s i n g them i s p l a i n t i f f Robert S a n s o m , t h e owner o f V i r g i n i a
V e r m i c u l i t e L t d . H e w a s a W h i t e H o u s e s t a f f e r f o r P r e s i d e n t N i x o n , a n d
al so worked f o r H e n r y K i s s i n g e r a t t h e N a t i o n a l S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . F r o m
J u n e 1972 to F e b r u a r y 1974, he was a s s i s t a n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r for the
Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y .
The prize f o r th e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s i s t h e k n o w l e d g e tha t t h e i r l a n d i s s a f e .
F o r S a n s o m , i t ' s t h e f r e e d o m t o mine a n e s t i m a t e d $150 m i l l i o n worth o f
v e r m i c u l i t e f r o m the same coveted ground.
S a n s o m ' s W e s t W i n g e xp er i en c e a p p a r e n t l y d o e s n ' t i n t i m i d a t e h i s l o c a l
adversarie s .
T h e s e f e i s t y women, most in t h e i r " g o l d e n years" — which is as far as
p o l i t e S o u t h e r n s o c i e ty a l l o w s age to be que s t i oned - s t i l l run a few
dozen head of c a t t l e and raise enough hay, wheat and corn on t h e i r f a r m s
t o pay th e p r o p e r t y taxes . T h e y r e f u s e t o give up th e f i g h t f or th e l a n d o f
t h e i r ance s tor s .
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The l a n d in que s t i on , Green S p r i n g s , i s a 5 mile-by-6 mi l e oval. In 1720,
C o l . Richard Morri s b u i l t a mineral spa near i t s center which T h o m a s
J e f f e r s o n t ou t ed f o r i t s "medicinal virtue."
A l m o s t every k n o l l and h igh spo t in the r o l l i n g v a l l e y between
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e and Richmond has a t e x t b o o k h i s t o r i c home. The old
houses range f r o m modest c o l o n i a l farmhous e s t o p a l a t i a l a n t e b e l l u m
p l a n t a t i o n homes and an exo t i c stuccoed T u s c a n v i l l a r e s t i n g on huge
g r a n i t e b l o ck s . T h e c o l l e c t i o n o f i cehouse s , smokehouses , k i t c h e n s ,
barns, s lave quarters and other o u t b u i l d i n g s hois t the number of h i s t o r i c
s truc ture s t o more than 250. Boswe l l ' s T a v e r n , a mee t ing p l a c e f or
J e f f e r s o n , L a f a y e t t e a n d P a t r i c k H e n r y , survives t oday.
" T h e e a r l y Amer i can architec ture preserved in harmony w i t h the
l a n d s c a p e , and the p r o x i m i t y of each to the next make up a whol e
p r o p e r t y much more s i g n i f i c a n t than any i n d i v i d u a l part," the I n t e r i o r
D e p a r t m e n t said in d e c i d i n g to bestow a h i s t o r i c a l d e s i g n a t i o n on the
l a n d .
Beneath the g r o u n d , f r o m 5 to 90 f e e t down, are veins of
c o m m e r c i a l - g r a d e v e r m i c u l i t e , i n c l u d i n g more than 70 large p o c k e t s ,
each 300 to 500 f e e t wide.
H o p i n g f o r ' c l e a n ' o r e
V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e was not the f i r s t c ompany to a t t e m p t to mine the
d i s t r i c t .
W.R. Grace & Co. began survey ing Green S p r i n g s for v e r m i c u l i t e in the
l a t e ' 6 0 s when t h e c ompany w a s a l r e a d y h a v i n g t r o u b l e a t i t s v e r m i c u l i t e
mine in L i b b y , in th e northwes t corner o f M o n t a n a , then th e wor ld ' s
l a r g e s t . The ore f r o m the mine was h e a v i l y c o n t a m i n a t e d w i t h t r e m o l i t e
and a c t i n o l i t e a s b e s t o s , and the miners were b e g i n n i n g to d i e , s u f f o c a t e d
by l u n g s d e s t r o y e d by the asbes to s f i b e r s .
A c c o r d i n g t o Grace document s ob ta ined by the S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r ,
t h e c ompany had h i g h hope s that Green S p r i n g s would o f f e r a s u p p l y o f
u n c o n t a m i n a t e d v e r m i c u l i t e .
By 1972, Grace had d r i l l e d 2,847 test ho l e s in the f e r t i l e v a l l e y bo t tom
and the c o m p a n y knew the p o t e n t i a l o f the f i n d .
"There is no o ther known v e r m i c u l i t e d e p o s i t , or series of d e p o s i t s , in t h i s
country or w o r l d w i d e , that has anywhere near the p o t e n t i a l ... of the
Green S p r i n g s area," wrote Grace e v a l u a t o r L e w i s H a s h to the head of
G r a c e ' s Z o n o l i t e v e r m i c u l i t e d i v i s i o n .
Grace announced it bought m i n i n g r i g h t s to 1,400 acres in and around
Green S p r i n g s , but core s a m p l e s p u l l e d out a year l a t e r f o u n d the same
a s b e s t o s as in L i b b y .
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In May 1974, w h i l e Grace o f f i c i a l s debated what to do wi th t h e i r
p a r a d o x i c a l f i n d , t h e I n t e r i o r Department d e s i g n a t e d t h e n e ighborhood a
national h i s t o r i c landmark.
Buoyed by the f e d e r a l d e s i g n a t i o n , the Ladi e s o f Green S p r i n g s mustered
to try to s tymi e the huge corporat ion. Several bought a few buck s ' worth
of s t o ck in Grace, enough to get into the s t o c k h o l d e r s ' m e e t i n g , where
th ey badgered c ompany Pre s id en t J . Peter Grace i n t o c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r
p l e a not to mine near the h i s t o r i c s i t e .
"We got p o l i t e , p a t r o n i z i n g smi l e s and not much more," said Rae Ely, a
t i r e l e s s l a w y e r who l i v e s in one of the old homes and has f o u g h t the
b a t t l e f o r decades .

P I m a i lAny news of i r t t es t ra igh t to your ii
T o p f o c a l , businisport s news on j
P I m o b i l ei Latest h e a d l i n e s: W e b - e n a b l e d p f
Logini Create or edit yc'• S e a t t l e P - l . c o m £

But she and her l a d i e s had suppor t e r s .
I n 1976, t h e n - I n t e r i o r Secr e tary T h o m a s K l e p p e wrote t o Grace, s a y i n g
t h e c o m p a n y ' s p l a n s f o r m i n i n g Green S p r i n g s were " i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h
the c u l t u r a l and scenic values of the area." He urged Grace to donate its
l a n d as a b u f f e r around the h i s t o r i c site.
A g a i n , the company said no th ing .
The band of b e l l e s dug in. T h e y gathered every p i e c e o f p a p e r and f a c t
th ey cou ld f i n d on v ermi cu l i t e and asbe s to s and i t s hazard s . T h e y became
environmenta l s l e u t h s , amateur e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s and rock hound s .
W h i l e t h e l a d i e s were b i r d - d o g g i n g Grace, S a n s o m h a d q u i e t l y bought
m i n i n g r i g h t s f r o m a f a m i l y whose farm was in th e h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . Two
years l a t e r , V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e L t d . began m i n i n g t h e p i n k i s h - t a n ore,
bu t th e h i s t o r i c d e s i g n a t i o n o f Green S p r i n g s wa s h a m p e r i n g - S a n s o m ' s
e x p a n s i o n p l a n s .
In 1980, r e s p o n d i n g t o a suit S a n s o m f i l e d , a f e d e r a l j u d g e ruled tha t th e
I n t e r i o r D e p a r t m e n t was out of l i n e in g r a n t i n g the p r o t e c t i v e lab e l and
that t h e a g e n c y ' s r e g u l a t i o n s d i d n ' t give i t t h e a u t h o r i t y t o save Green
S p r i n g s or any other o f f i c i a l h i s t o r i c s i te.
The Green S p r i n g s women raced 100 m i l e s north and invaded the U.S.
C a p i t o l , b u t t o n h o l i n g any congre s s i onal member who made the mi s take
of g e t t i n g snared in the marble corridors.
In record t ime , and by unanimous vote, Congre s s added a few new words
t o t h e I n t e r i o r D e p a r t m e n t ' s s t a t u t e s that p r o t e c t e d no t o n l y Green
S p r i n g s , bu t h u n d r e d s o f other s i t e s th e agency had p r e v i o u s l y d e s i g n a t e d
as of h i s t o r i c impor tanc e .
W h e n asked about t h i s in an i n t e r v i e w ear l i er t h i s year, S a n s o m chose to
d i s c u s s the woman he sees as his c h i e f a n t a g o n i s t .
"Mrs. Ely i s a t ena c i ou s woman, t r u l y t enacious ," S a n s o m s a i d , b a r e l y
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c o n c e a l i n g h i s anger. " S h e ' s r i l e d u p t h e L a d i e s a t Green S p r i n g s f o r years
over t h i s . She j u s t never s tops."
Grace r e j e c t s o f f e r
I n 1 9 9 1 , S a n s o m o f f e r e d t o b u y G r a c e ' s h o l d i n g s i n L o u i s a C o u n t y . T h e
o f f e r w a s r e j e c t e d .
One year later , without min ing a s i n g l e bag of vermicul i t e , Grace donated
the land i t bought to H i s t o r i c Green S p r i n g s I n c . in return for a s i g n i f i c a n t
tax w r i t e - o f f and the promis e that it would never be mined. The c ompany
— c i t i n g a judge ' s gag order — s t i l l d e c l i n e s to say whe ther the presence o f
a s b e s t o s had a n y t h i n g to do wi th it s d e c i s i on .
By th i s t ime, S a n s o m had gotten mining r ight s to two more his toric farms
and the V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e op e ra t i on was g o i n g three s h i f t s a day.
S i x t e e n - t o n trucks p l o d d e d a l o n g s ta t e Route 22 to a rail s i d i n g in the
town of L o u i s a , where the ore was s h i p p e d to p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s
t h roughou t the country.
The former government in s ider pushed commonwealth and Louisa
C o u n t y boards t o a l l o w h im to e x p a n d . H e a t e d d eba t e s ensued. The
d a n g e r of a sbe s to s in the ore — which S a n s o m v e h e m e n t l y den i ed —
became a f r e q u e n t t o p i c .
Concern over what the se l e t h a l f i b e r s meant to the h e a l t h of the
community at trac t ed new s u p p o r t e r s for Green Springs' old guard. Even
some men s igned on.
One was S t e v e Lucas. He and h i s f a m i l y l i v e a s t one ' s throw f r o m the
mine. The b u f f e r o f eastern white p i n e that S a n s o m p l a n t e d to mask the
m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n f r o m the view o f p a s s i n g m o t o r i s t s does l i t t l e t o h a l t t h e
noise and dust tha t f l o w s over L u c a s ' 500-acre farm.
"When the wind is b l o w i n g f r o m the mine, our p l a c e is covered in t h i s
f i n e du s t , " he s a i d , runn ing hi s f i n g e r t h r o u g h the tan p o w d e r covering a
window s i l l on hi s f r o n t porch as 5-year-old H a n n a h gazed q u i z z i c a l l y
out the window.
"I worry about l e t t i n g my daugh t e r p l a y ou t s i d e . I worry about the
l i v e s t o c k t h a t graze on grass covered wi th t h i s . How much a sb e s t o s is in
t h i s s t u f f ? How much harm is i t do ing?" Lucas sa id.
Lucas i s nicknamed the "Cowboy Poet" for hi s I n t e r n e t - p o s t e d poems.
S i x - f o o t - o n e and l a n k y , he l o ok s the cowboy part.
P u l l i n g h i s weathered S t e t s o n down snug on h i s h ead , Lucas the cowboy
poe t s t r a d d l e s his mechanical s t eed — a green a l l - t e r r a i n - v e h i c l e -- and
heads o f f over th e h i l l t o s e e where V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i s m i n i n g .
He s t o p s at the crest, looks down and shakes his head.
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B e l o w , a y e l l o w crane and earth movers c l a t t e r across the s o g g y bare
mud. The l ip o f a 7 0 - f o o t - d e e p pi t i s j u s t 50 f e e t f r o m the back porch of
t h e o l d H i l l Hous e .
"So much for h i s t o r i c pre servat ion," Lucas says.
S a n s o m stunned l o ca l r e s ident s and l e g a l s c ho lar s in 1995, when he sued
both Grace and the H i s t o r i c Green S p r i n g s Inc., seeking $21 m i l l i o n in
damages and the land that Grace gave away.
The w r o n g d o i n g h e a l l e g e d : c on sp iracy under th e Sherman A n t i t r u s t Act .
Conspiracy al l eged
S a n s o m main ta in s that Grace and the Ladi e s o f Green S p r i n g s c on sp i r ed
t o prevent h i m f r o m acqu ir ing G r a c e ' s v e r m i c u l i t e - r i c h l a n d , thus
" d e p r i v i n g Ameri ca ' s consumers th e r igh t t o t h i s v a l u a b l e mineral ," h e
t o l d the P-I.
" S o m e b o d y v i o l a t e d a law and we s h o u l d have our day in court. And the
consumer has an interest in t h i s because they l i k e to p l a n t tomato
s e e d l i n g s and p o i n s e t t i a s and l i v e in f i r e p r o o f b u i l d i n g s and use c a t t l e
f r o m ( r a i l ) cars that are covered with b lanke t s of vermicul i t e ," Sansom
said.
The p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s , h a v i n g used up much of t h e i r s a v i n g s , turned to
bake s a l e s , q u i l t i n g bees and r o a s t i n g 200-pound hogs. T h e y even set
aside t h e i r precious privacy and a l l owed gawking strangers — even
Y a n k e e s — in to the ir m u s e u m l i k e homes to h u s t l e money for the g r o w i n g
bat ch o f l e g a l b i l l s .
A f t e r f i v e years o f b a t t l e s , mot ions , summary j u d g m e n t s and o ther l e g a l
maneuvers, F e d e r a l D i s t r i c t Court J u d g e J a m e s M i c h a e l J r . o n M o n d a y
g a v e l e d the end of the 15-day t r i a l .
The j u d g e r e p e a t e d l y r e f u s e d t o permit any ev idence o f
a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t i o n to be in troduc ed in the t r i a l .
For f i v e years, Grace s tood s h o u l d e r t o s h o u l d e r w i th th e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s .
But l a s t month Grace s e t t l e d all the c l a i m s brought aga in s t i t in the su i t
and is b e l i ev ed to have p a i d S a n s o m a lmos t $2 m i l l i o n .
The one charge that remained was "conspiracy to m o n o p o l i z e " and Green
S p r i n g s w a s l e f t a l one t o d e f e n d i t s e l f .
D e s p i t e h u n d r e d s of hours of f r e e l e g a l work dona t ed by C h a r l e s
M o n t a n g e , a S e a t t l e lawyer, v ic tory f or th e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s i s f ar f r o m
assured.
A n t i t r u s t l a w s are very c o m p l e x , and no one is r e a l l y sure what e f f e c t
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Grace' s s e t t l e m e n t wi l l have on the outcome.
The j u d g e may not issue hi s d e c i s i on for several months . Robert S a n s o m
and the L a d i e s of Green S p r i n g s w i l l be w a i t i n g .
T O O L S F i n d r e l a t e d a r t i c l e s P r i n t e r - f r i e n d l y vers ion E-mail t h i s story
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S o u t h e r n b e l l e s ge t v i n d i c a t i o n in asbe s to s case, butit comes at a t o u g h pr i c e
A s b e s t o s f o u n d in mine; widows, maiden s want the l a n d
Wednesday, October 4, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
LOUISA, Va. -- The d i s covery of asbe s to s in a v e r m i c u l i t e mine here is
t r a g i c news for the miners, but v i n d i c a t i o n for a group of s i l v e r - h a i r e d
S o u t h e r n b e l l e s who have f o u g h t for 30 years to save th e i r h i s t o r i c l a n d .
F i r s t they f o u g h t o n e o f A m e r i c a ' s b i g g e s t c o m p a n i e s , then a w e l l - w i r e d
f ormer W h i t e H o u s e o p e r a t i v e . N o w , th e i r b i g g e s t b a t t l e i s g o i n g t o b e
d e c i d e d by a f e d e r a l j u d g e .
On one s i d e are the L a d i e s of Green S p r i n g s , f e w e r than a dozen w idows
and "maiden l a d i e s , " the d e s c e n d a n t s o f f a m i l i e s who carved t h e i r 1 8 t h
and 1 9 t h century farms out of the h i ckory and oak on 14,054 acres that
have remained v i r t u a l l y untouched since th e C i v i l War.
O p p o s i n g them i s p l a i n t i f f Robert S a n s o m , t h e owner o f V i r g i n i a
V e r m i c u l i t e L t d . H e w a s a W h i t e H o u s e s t a f f e r f o r P r e s i d e n t N i x o n , a n d
a l s o worked f o r H e n r y K i s s i n g e r a t t h e N a t i o n a l S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l . F r o m
J u n e 1972 to F e b r u a r y 1974, he was a s s i s t a n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r for the
E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y .
The pr i z e f or the p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s i s th e k n o w l e d g e that the ir l a n d i s s a f e .
F o r S a n s o m , i t ' s t h e f r e e d o m t o mine a n e s t imat ed $150 m i l l i o n worth o f
v e r m i c u l i t e f r o m the same coveted ground.
S a n s o m ' s W e s t W i n g e xper i ence a p p a r e n t l y d o e s n ' t i n t i m i d a t e h i s l o c a l
adversarie s .
T h e s e f e i s t y women, most in t h e i r " g o l d e n years" — which is as far as
p o l i t e S o u t h e r n s o c i e ty a l l o w s age to be que s t ioned — s t i l l run a few
dozen head of c a t t l e and raise enough hay, wheat and corn on t h e i r f a r m s
t o pay th e p r o p e r t y taxes . T h e y r e f u s e t o g ive up th e f i g h t f o r th e l a n d o f
t h e i r ances tors .
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The land in que s t i on , Green S p r i n g s , i s a 5 mile-by-6 m i l e oval . In 1720,
C o l . Richard Morri s b u i l t a mineral spa near i t s center which T h o m a s
J e f f e r s o n touted f o r i t s "medicinal virtue."
A l m o s t every k n o l l and h i g h spo t in the r o l l i n g v a l l e y between
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e and Richmond has a t e x t b o o k h i s t o r i c home. The old
houses range f r o m modest c o l o n i a l f a r m h o u s e s t o p a l a t i a l a n t e b e l l u m
p l a n t a t i o n homes and an exo t i c stuccoed T u s c a n v i l l a r e s t i n g on huge
grani t e b l o ck s . The c o l l e c t i o n o f i cehouses , smokehouses , k i t c h e n s ,
barns, s l av e quarters and other o u t b u i l d i n g s hois t the number of h i s t o r i c
s t ruc ture s t o more than 250. Boswe l l ' s T a v e r n , a mee t ing p l a c e f or
J e f f e r s o n , L a f a y e t t e a n d Patr i ck H e n r y , survives t o d a y .
" T h e e a r l y Amer i can architec ture preserved in harmony wi th the
l a n d s c a p e , and the p r o x i m i t y of each to the next make up a whol e
p r o p e r t y much more s i g n i f i c a n t than any i n d i v i d u a l part," the I n t e r i o r
Depar tmen t said in d e c i d i n g to bes tow a h i s t o r i c a l d e s i g n a t i o n on the
l a n d .
Beneath the g r o u n d , f r o m 5 to 90 f e e t down, are veins of
c o m m e r c i a l - g r a d e v e r m i c u l i t e , i n c l u d i n g more than 70 l a r g e p o c k e t s ,
each 300 to 500 f e e t wide.
H o p i n g f o r ' c l e a n ' o r e
V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e was not the f i r s t company to a t t e m p t to mine the
d i s t r i c t .
W.R. Grace & Co. began s u r v e y i n g Green S p r i n g s for v e r m i c u l i t e in the
l a t e ' 6 0 s when t h e c ompany w a s a l r e a d y h a v i n g t r o u b l e a t i t s v e r m i c u l i t e
mine in L i b b y , in the northwes t corner o f M o n t a n a , then the wor ld ' s
l a r g e s t . The ore f r o m the mine was h e a v i l y c o n t a m i n a t e d w i t h t r e m o l i t e
and a c t i n o l i t e a s b e s t o s , and the miners were b e g i n n i n g to d i e , s u f f o c a t e d
by l u n g s d e s t r oyed by the asbe s to s f i b e r s .
A c c o r d i n g t o Grace document s ob ta ined by the S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r ,
t h e c ompany had h i g h hope s that Green S p r i n g s would o f f e r a s u p p l y o f
u n c o n t a m i n a t e d v e r m i c u l i t e .
By 1972, Grace had d r i l l e d 2,847 test ho l e s in the f e r t i l e v a l l e y bo t tom
and the c o m p a n y knew the p o t e n t i a l of the f i n d .
"There is no o ther known v e r m i c u l i t e d e p o s i t , or series of d e p o s i t s , in t h i s
country or w o r l d w i d e , that has anywhere near the p o t e n t i a l ... of the
Green S p r i n g s area," wrote Grace e v a l u a t o r L e w i s H a s h to the head of
G r a c e ' s Z o n o l i t e v e r m i c u l i t e d i v i s i o n .
Grace announced it bought m i n i n g r i g h t s to 1,400 acres in and around
Green S p r i n g s , but core s a m p l e s p u l l e d out a year l a t e r f o u n d the same
asbe s t o s as in L i b b y .
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In May 1974, wh i l e Grace o f f i c i a l s debated what to do wi th the ir
p a r a d o x i c a l f i n d , th e I n t e r i o r Department d e s i g n a t e d th e ne ighborhood a
na t i ona l h i s t o r i c landmark.
Buoyed by the f e d e r a l d e s i g n a t i o n , the L a d i e s o f Green S p r i n g s mustered
to try to s t y m i e the huge corporat ion. Severa l bought a few b u c k s ' worth
of s tock in Grace, enough to get in to the s t o c k h o l d e r s ' m e e t i n g , where
they badgered company Pre s id en t J . Peter Grace into c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r
p l e a not to mine near the h i s t o r i c s i te .
"We got p o l i t e , p a t r o n i z i n g smi l e s and not much more," said Rae E l y , a
t i r e l e s s l awyer who l i v e s in one of the old homes and has f o u g h t the
b a t t l e f o r decades .

P I m a i l: Any news of intes traight to your ii
T o p l o c a l , businisport s news, o n j
P I m o b i l eLatest h e a d l i n e sW e b - e n a b l e d pr
LoginCreate or edit ycS e a t t l e P - l . c o m s

But she and her l a d i e s had suppor t e r s .
I n 1976, t h e n - I n t e r i o r Secr e tary T h o m a s K l e p p e wrote t o Grace, s a y i n g
t h e c o m p a n y ' s p l a n s f o r m i n i n g Green S p r i n g s were " i n c o m p a t i b l e w i th
the cu l t ura l and scenic values of the area." He urged Grace to dona t e its
l a n d as a b u f f e r around the h i s t o r i c s i t e .
A g a i n , the company said no th ing .
The band of b e l l e s dug in. T h e y gathered every p i e c e o f p a p e r and f a c t
they could f i n d on v e r m i c u l i t e and asbe s to s and it s hazards. T h e y became
env ironmenta l s l e u t h s , amateur e p i d e m i o l o g i s t s and rock hounds.
W h i l e t h e l a d i e s were b i r d - d o g g i n g Grace, S a n s o m had q u i e t l y bought
m i n i n g r i g h t s f r o m a f a m i l y whose farm was in the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . Two
years l a t e r , V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e L t d . began m i n i n g t h e p i n k i s h - t a n ore,
bu t t h e h i s t o r i c d e s i g n a t i o n o f Green S p r i n g s wa s h a m p e r i n g - S a n s o m ' s
e x p a n s i o n p l a n s .
In 1980, r e s p o n d i n g t o a suit S a n s o m f i l e d , a f e d e r a l j u d g e ruled tha t t h e
I n t e r i o r Depar tment was out of l i n e in g r a n t i n g the p r o t e c t i v e lab e l and
that t h e a g e n c y ' s r e g u l a t i o n s d i d n ' t g ive i t t h e a u t h o r i t y t o save Green
S p r i n g s or any other o f f i c i a l h i s t o r i c s i te.
The Green S p r i n g s women raced 100 m i l e s north and invaded the U . S .
C a p i t o l , b u t t o n h o l i n g any congre s s i onal member who made the mi s take
of g e t t i n g snared in the marble corridors.
In record t i m e , and by unanimous vote, C o n g r e s s added a few new words
t o th e I n t e r i o r D e p a r t m e n t ' s s t a t u t e s that p r o t e c t e d no t o n l y Green
S p r i n g s , bu t h u n d r e d s o f other s i t e s the agency had p r e v i o u s l y d e s i g n a t e d
as of h i s t o r i c impor tance .
W h e n asked about t h i s in an i n t e r v i e w e a r l i e r t h i s year, S a n s o m chose to
d i s c u s s the woman he sees as his c h i e f a n t a g o n i s t .
"Mrs. Ely i s a t enac iou s woman, t r u l y t enacious ," S a n s o m s a i d , b a r e l y
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c o n c e a l i n g h i s anger. " S h e ' s r i l e d u p t h e L a d i e s a t Green S p r i n g s f o r years
over t h i s . She j u s t never stops."
Grace r e j e c t s o f f e r
I n 1991 , S a n s o m o f f e r e d t o b u y G r a c e ' s h o l d i n g s i n L o u i s a C o u n t y . T h e
o f f e r w a s r e j e c t e d .
One year l a t e r , w i t h o u t m i n i n g a s i n g l e bag of v e r m i c u l i t e , Grace dona t ed
the l a n d i t b ough t to H i s t o r i c Green S p r i n g s Inc. in return for a s i g n i f i c a n t
tax w r i t e - o f f and the promise that it would never be mined. The c ompany
-- c i t i n g a judge's gag order -- s t i l l d e c l i n e s to say whether the presence of
a s b e s t o s had a n y t h i n g to do wi th it s d e c i s i on .
By t h i s t i m e , S a n s o m had go t t en m i n i n g r i g h t s to two more h i s t o r i c f a r m s
and the V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e o p e r a t i o n was g o i n g three s h i f t s a day.
S i x t e e n - t o n trucks p l o d d e d a l o n g s ta t e Route 22 to a rail s i d i n g in the
town of L o u i s a , where the ore was s h i p p e d to p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s
t h roughou t the country.
The f o r m e r government i n s i d e r pushed c o m m o n w e a l t h and L o u i s a
C o u n t y boards to a l l o w him to e x p a n d . H e a t e d debate s ensued. The
danger of asbestos in the ore — which Sansom vehement ly denied —
became a f r equent t o p i c .
Concern over what these l e t h a l f i b e r s meant to the h e a l t h of the
c ommuni ty a t t r a c t e d n ew s u p p o r t e r s f o r Green Spr ing s ' o ld guard. Even
some men s i g n e d on.
One was S t e v e Lucas. He and h i s f a m i l y l i v e a s t one ' s throw f r o m the
mine. The b u f f e r o f eastern white p i n e that S a n s o m p l a n t e d t o mask the
m i n i n g o p e r a t i o n f r om th e view o f p a s s i n g m o t o r i s t s does l i t t l e t o h a l t t h e
noise and dust that f l o w s over Lucas ' 500-acre farm.
"When the wind is b l o w i n g f rom the mine, our p l a c e i s covered in t h i s
f i n e dus t ," he s a id , running hi s f i n g e r t h r o u g h the tan p o w d e r covering a
window s i l l on h i s f r o n t porch as 5-year-old H a n n a h gazed q u i z z i c a l l y
out the window.
"I worry about l e t t i n g my d a u g h t e r p l a y ou t s ide . I worry about the
l i v e s t o ck that graze on grass covered with t h i s . How much asbestos is in
t h i s s t u f f ? How much harm is i t doing?" Lucas said.
Lucas i s nicknamed the "Cowboy Poet" for hi s I n t e r n e t - p o s t e d poems.
S i x - f o o t - o n e and l a n k y , he l o o k s the cowboy part .
P u l l i n g h i s weathered S t e t s o n down snug on h i s h ead , Lucas the cowboy
poe t s t r a d d l e s his mechanical s teed — a green a l l - t e r r a i n - v e h i c l e — and
heads o f f over th e h i l l t o s e e where V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e i s m i n i n g .
He s t o p s at the cre s t , l o o k s down and shakes his head.

4 of 6 1 0 / 4 / 0 0 10:59 AM



S o u t h e r t i b e l l e s get v i n d i c a t i o n in asbestos case, but i' ^at a tough price wysiw; j 4 j t t p : / / s e a t t l e p - i . n w s o u r c e . c o m / n a t i o n a i / l o u i 0 4 . s h t r n

Below, a y e l l o w crane and earth movers c la t t e r across the soggy bare
mud. The l ip o f a 7 0 - f o o t - d e e p pi t i s j u s t 50 f e e t f r o m the back porch o f
t h e o l d H i l l H o u s e .
"So much for hi s toric preservation," Lucas says.
S a n s o m s tunned l o ca l r e s id en t s and l e g a l s cho lar s in 1995, when he sued
both Grace and the H i s t o r i c Green S p r i n g s Inc. , s e ek ing $21 m i l l i o n in
damages and the land that Grace gave away.
The w r o n g d o i n g h e a l l e g e d : c on sp i ra cy under th e Sherman A n t i t r u s t Act .
Conspiracy al leged
S a n s o m m a i n t a i n s that Grace and the L a d i e s o f Green S p r i n g s c o n s p i r e d
t o prevent h i m f r o m acquir ing G r a c e ' s v e r m i c u l i t e - r i c h l a n d , thu s
" d e p r i v i n g America ' s consumers the right t o t h i s v a l u a b l e mineral," he
t o l d t h e P - I .
" S o m e b o d y v i o l a t e d a law and we s h o u l d have our day in court. And the
consumer has an intere s t in thi s because they l ik e to p l a n t tomato
s e e d l i n g s and p o i n s e t t i a s and l i v e in f i r e p r o o f b u i l d i n g s and use c a t t l e
f r om (rail) cars that are covered w i t h b l a n k e t s o f v ermicu l i t e , " S a n s o m
sa id .
The p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s , h a v i n g used up much of t h e i r s a v i n g s , turned to
bake s a l e s , q u i l t i n g bees and r o a s t i n g 200-pound hogs. T h e y even set
as ide th e i r prec ious pr ivacy and a l l o w e d g a w k i n g s t ranger s — even
Y a n k e e s — into th e i r museumlike homes to h u s t l e money for the g r o w i n g
batch o f l e g a l b i l l s ."to1-

A f t e r f i v e years o f b a t t l e s , mo t i on s , summary j u d g m e n t s and o ther l e g a l
maneuvers, F e d e r a l Dis t r i c t Court J u d g e J a m e s Michae l J r . o n M o n d a y
g a v e l e d the end of the 15-day t r i a l .
The j u d g e r e p e a t e d l y r e fu s ed t o permit any evidence o f
a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t i o n to be in troduced in the t r i a l .
For f i v e years, Grace stood s h o u l d e r t o s h o u l d e r w i t h th e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s .
But l a s t month Grace s e t t l e d all the c l a i m s brought aga in s t i t in the suit
and is b e l i ev ed to have paid S a n s o m almost $2 m i l l i o n .
The one charge that remained was " consp iracy to m o n o p o l i z e " and Green
S p r i n g s w a s l e f t a l one t o d e f e n d i t s e l f .
D e s p i t e h u n d r e d s of hours of f r e e l e g a l work dona t ed by C h a r l e s
M o n t a n g e , a S e a t t l e l a w y e r , v i c t ory f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s i s f a r f r o m
assured.
A n t i t r u s t l aw s are very c o m p l e x , and no one is r e a l l y sure what e f f e c t
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Grace ' s s e t t l e m e n t w i l l have on th e outcome.
The j u d g e may not issue hi s d e c i s i o n for several months. Robert S a n s o m
and the L a d i e s o f Green S p r i n g s w i l l be w a i t i n g .
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ERA sues for access to L i b b y v e r m i c u l i t e mine
Friday, September 15, 2000
B y J O H N H U G H E S
T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S
H E L E N A , Mont . — The f e d e r a l government f i l e d suit agains t W.R. Grace
& Co. ye s t e rday, s eeking immediate access to the c o m p a n y ' s f ormer
v e r m i c u l i t e mine and screening p l a n t in Libby .
The suit was f i l e d in U . S . D i s t r i c t Court in M i s s o u l a by the U . S .
Department of J u s t i c e on b e h a l f o f the Environmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y ,
which has had o n l y l i m i t e d access for c l e a n u p opera t i on s .
A l s o named in the suit i s K o o t e n a i D e v e l o p m e n t
Co., which purchased the p r o p e r t y f r o m Grace
a f t e r the mine c l o s ed in 1990.
The EPA seeks to remove a s b e s t o s - c on tamina t ed
soil f rom the screening p l a n t , and to d i s p o s e of
that so i l and cont inue c l eanup o p e r a t i o n s at the
f ormer mine s i t e j u s t down the road.
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A l a n S t r i n g e r , W.R. Grace r epr e s en ta t i v e in L i b b y and former manager of
the v e r m i c u l i t e mine, said he wasn' t surpr i s ed to hear o f the l a w s u i t . "We ! A ! :gaf l ery
were aware that the EPA had in t ended to do t h a t . We've a lways wanted to
do t h i s o u t s i d e the courts and are s t i l l s earch ing for an amenab l e p o s i t i o n
to both sides."

: L i b b v ! s l o s t r t

G r o u p organ!h e l p victims

Last week, the company agreed to give environmental r e g u l a t o r s access
to the mine but cont inued to b lock e f f o r t s to have the s i t e used for waste
removal.
"We can't get the EPA to t e l l us what they want to d u m p up there,"
S t r i n g e r s a i d , "but they 'r e d e m a n d i n g that we open the site."
Paul Peronard , t h e E P A o f f i c i a l d i r e c t i n g t h e c l e a n u p , s t r o n g l y d i s a g r e e d .
" T h a t ' s garbage — t h a t ' s t h e s t u p i d e s t t h i n g I ' v e ever heard," h e said.
" T h e y know e x a c t l y what we want to put up there. T h e y know e x a c t l y
where i t ' s c oming from. T h e y ' v e known e x a c t l y what w e ' v e been t a l k i n g
about since November."
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In N o v e m b e r , the S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r l i n k e d the mine to dozens o f
asbe s to s -re lated d ea th s and i l l n e s s e s among L i b b y r e s i d e n t s and former
employe e s .

i n v e s t i g a t o r s
Grace backsp l e d g e t o c l e;

Grace opera t ed the mine f r om 1963 u n t i l i t s c lo sure in 1990, then s o ld the ! : f e r a c e s | n ' c f e
p r o p e r t y to K o o t e n a i D e v e l o p m e n t Co.
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A l l r i g h t s reserved.
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The v e r m i c u l i t e risk h i t s home
Local i n s u l a t i o n remover worries about a g r o w i n g , d e a d l y asbestosp r o b l e m
Thursday, August 24, 2000
B y C A R O L S M I T H
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
C h r i s t o p h e r Ladera has been vacuuming i n s u l a t i o n out of a t t i c s for 12
years wi thout r e a l i z i n g he may have been e x p o s i n g h i m s e l f to d e a d l y
asbe s to s .

B Ladera , whose company, E n v i r o A i r e , s p e c i a l i z e s in r e s i d e n t i a l i n s u l a t i o n
removal , does about 700 homes a year in the S e a t t l e area and runs i n t o
v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n at l ea s t three or f o u r t imes a month.

Best RatesOnCDs 5
S A V 1 N G 5 | ' - ' • • '
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G e r a r d o S o r i a n o o f I n d u s t r i a l V a c u u m i n g c l ean s u pi n s u l a t i o n in an A u b u r n a p a r t m e n t d a m a g e d in af i r e . A n a s s i s t an t U . S . surgeon general warnede a r l i e r t h i s mon th t h a t h a n d l i n g o f v e r m i c u l i t ei n s u l a t i o n , some of which contains asbe s to s , canpose a s u b s t a n t i a l risk to workers or homeowners.S c o f f Ek/und/P-l
asbes tos can mean.

An a s s i s t a n t U.S. surgeon general
warned ear l i er t h i s month tha t
even minimal h a n d l i n g o f
v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n could po s e
a " s u b s t a n t i a l risk" to workers or
homeowners.
" I d i d n ' t t h i n k i t po s ed a n y threat
to us," Ladera says. "Now I t h i n k I
migh t have been expo s ed ."
Ladera, 38, once worked in a law
f i r m that h a n d l e d a s b e s t o s cases.
He knows what expo sure to

d i g i t a t e k y

>) " Y e a h , I'm worried," he says. "I know the end r e s u l t s can be r e a l l y bad."
H e ' s a l s o worried about h i s f a m i l y .
"I share my l a u n d r y w i t h them and there's dust everywhere on my
c lo the s , " he says. "I have a 5-year-old and 12-year-o ld and it c o u l d be
p o s s i b l e I ' v e expo s ed them t o asbestos."
L a d e r a had no wav of k n o w i n g the v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n , wh i ch came

I S I U L S 1H i e f o r g o t t e

rA : sbe s tos : prcp l e d g e d f or v
L i t t l e risk f o rgardeners. E

i D o n ' t t ouchv e r m i c u l i t ei n s u l a t i o n , s t ;
H e a l t h warni!a t t i c asbestoi
ERA: Asbestgarden o n l y £if you h a n d l e: v e r m i c u l i t e re
T h e V a h d e r t

G e n e r a t i o n s: miners werevie
P u s h i n g f o ri a s b e s t b s i s stcost doctor h
H o w V a n d e ' r ito d i s c r e d i t Os t u d y ;
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f r o m a now-closed mine in L i b b y , Mont . , and was marketed as Z o n o l i t e
A t t i c I n s u l a t i o n , c onta ined asbestos .
H u n d r e d s of workers and f a m i l y members in L i b b y are sick or have died
f r o m a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d diseases .
L a d e r a , t h o u s a n d s of homeowners and other workers may a l s o have been
e x p o s e d w h i l e d o i n g home r e m o d e l i n g or other t h i n g s in a t t i c s .
The Environmenta l Prot e c t i on A g e n c y y e s t e r d a y said i t p l a n s an
a t t i c - s a m p l i n g program in New E n g l a n d as a way to e s t i m a t e the s cope of
the problem.
" N o t all v e r m i c u l i t e c on ta in s a sbe s to s , but at t h i s p o i n t we are unab l e to
determine or pr ed i c t which does and which does not," said S t e p h e n
J o h n s o n , d e p u t y a s s i s t a n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e O f f i c e o f P r e v e n t i o n ,
P e s t i c i d e s and T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C.
M e t h o d o l o g y for the s a m p l i n g program i s s t i l l b e ing worked out, and the
d e c i s i o n on making the program n a t i o n w i d e is p e n d i n g , he sa id .
Ladera, m e a n w h i l e , h a s contacted t h e E P A ' s r eg ional o f f i c e f o r
i n f o r m a t i o n on how to pro t e c t h i m s e l f , his workers and homeowners.
The EPA and th e W a s h i n g t o n s ta t e Depar tment o f H e a l t h a d v i s e that
v e r m i c u l i t e in a t t i c s be l e f t a lone. If i t must be d i s t u r b e d , the work s h o u l d
be done by a p r o f e s s i o n a l asbestos-abatement contractor, said EPA
Region 10 s p o k e s m a n B i l l Dunbar.
Exper t s can be located by c o n s u l t i n g the y e l l o w pages under Asbe s t o s
C o n s u l t i n g and T e s t i n g . However , the EPA c a u t i o n s consumers that
t e s t i n g t h e i r a t t i c may not y i e l d c o n c l u s i v e r e s u l t s because a sb e s t o s may
be present in one part , but not another.
"It ' s b e t t er t o a c t a s i f t h e v e r m i c u l i t e i s c o n t a m i n a t e d and take
a p p r o p r i a t e precautions," Dunbar said.
A s b e s t o s i s d a n g e r o u s o n l y i f th e m i c r o s c o p i c f i b e r s are i n h a l e d .
U n d i s t u r b e d i n s u l a t i o n does not release airborne f i b e r s , so the h ea l th risk
i s m i n i m a l .
V e r m i c u l i t e , the o n l y t y p e of i n s u l a t i o n c o n t a i n i n g asbestos, has a
d i s t i n c t i v e l ook . U n l i k e rock w o o l , or f i b e r g l a s s , which have a f i b r o u s
a p p e a r a n c e , v e r m i c u l i t e l o ok s l i k e s m a l l , s h i n y a c c o r d i a n - s h a p e d p e l l e t s .
C e l l u l o s e , another common form of i n s u l a t i o n , t end s to be gray and looks
l i k e ground up n e w s p a p e r . Z o n o l i t e a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n was used f r o m the
1950s t h r o u g h the mid-1980s.

An e s t i m a t e d 53,500 homes in W a s h i n g t o n s t a t e c o n t a i n v e r m i c u l i t e
i n s u l a t i o n .
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N a t i o n a l l y , e s t ima t e s range f r o m about 2.5 m i l l i o n to 16 m i l l i o n homes.
The EPA is in the proces s of its own asses sment of how many homes may
have a s b e s t o s - t a i n t e d i n s u l a t i o n , t h e E P A ' s J o h n s o n said.
The agency has contacted the v e r m i c u l i t e mines and p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s
where ore was made into i n s u l a t i o n to try to f i n d where the v e r m i c u l i t e
went, he said.
The s ta t e H e a l t h Department a l s o a d v i s e s p e o p l e who may have had a
s u b s t a n t i a l exposure to v ermi cu l i t e dus t t o n o t i f y t h e i r p h y s i c i a n s .
" I t ' s p o s s i b l e they w i l l want t o d o a ba s e l in e chest X-ray," said T i m
H a r d i n , manager o f th e indoor a i r - q u a l i t y program for th e h e a l t h
d e p a r t m e n t .
"We d e f i n i t e l y l i k e t o l i m i t exposure t o asbes tos ," said Jul i e t Van
Eenwyk, s ta t e e p i d e m i o l o g i s t w i th th e H e a l t h D e p a r t m e n t . "We urge
p e o p l e t o a i m o n t h e s ide o f caution. I f they have l i t t l e k i d s , d o n ' t a l l o w
them to p l a y in the a t t i c area."
She a l s o caut ioned smokers who may have been e x p o s e d to the i n s u l a t i o n
to s t o p smoking.
"There' s a s y n e r g y between smoking and asbestos," she s a i d . "We would
urge ev erybody to s t o p smoking, bu t i f you t h i n k you 've been e x p o s e d t o
a sbe s t o s a n d y o u smoke, i t ' s l i k e p l a y i n g Rus s ian r o u l e t t e w i t h l u n g
cancer."
More i n f o r m a t i o n
For more i n f o r m a t i o n about asbe s to s in a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n :
T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s Contro l Act ho t l i n e : 202-554-1404.
T h e Center s f o r Disease C o n t r o l :
w w vv. a t s d r . cdc . go v / N E W S / a s b e s tos i ns u 1 ati on 2 . h tin I
T h e W a s h i n g t o n S t a t e Department o f H e a l t h :
www. d o h . w ' a . g o v / e h p / t s / A s b e s t o s V e r m i c u l i t e l n s u l a t i o n . h t m l
T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y :
wvvvv. e p a . g o v / o p p t i n t r / a s b e s t o s / v e n T i . h t m
F o r i n f o r m a t i o n about c e r t i f i e d a sbe s to s removal c o n t r a c t o r s :
W a s h i n g t o n Depar tmen t o f Labor & I n d u s t r i e s :
w w w . l n i . w a . g o v / w i s h a / t o p i c s / a s b e s t o s . h t r n
Puget S o u n d C l e a n A i r A g e n c y : www. p s c l e a n a i r . o r g / n e w s . h t m
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F o r i n f o r m a t i o n about c e r t i f i e d a sbe s to s t e s t i n g l a b o r a t o r i e s :
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P-I reporter Carol Smith can be reached at 206-448-8070 or
carolsjnuh@seattle-pi.com
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A s b e s t o s p r o t e c t i o n p l e d g e d f o r workers
A g e n c i e s p romi s e to keep them s a f e ; ERA repor t s on risks
Wednesday, August 23, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
The f e d e r a l government says i t w i l l begin an " a l l - o u t e f f o r t " t o p r o t e c t
f r o m e x p o s u r e to asbe s to s tens of t h o u s a n d s of workers who h a n d l e
v e r m i c u l i t e every day.
T h e y "are de t ermined to f o l l o w v e r m i c u l i t e p r o d u c t s f r o m the earth to the
f i n a l o c c u p a t i o n a l use and to intervene if necessary to assure that workers
are not at risk," the O c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and
t h e M i n e S a f e t y a n d H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n said i n a j o i n t s t a t e m e n t
i s sued ye s t erday. A s b e s t o s i s o f t e n f o u n d in v e r m i c u l i t e ore.
The s ta t ement came on the same day that the E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n
A g e n c y i s sued its report on the r i sks to consumers who use v e r m i c u l i t e in
garden p r o d u c t s .
A s t h e S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r r epor t ed three weeks ago, t e s t i n g b y
EPA i n v e s t i g a t o r s in S e a t t l e and contrac t s c i e n t i s t s in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C.,
f o u n d s m a l l amount s of a sbe s to s in 17 of the 38 p r o d u c t s t e s t e d . F i v e
s a m p l e s " conta ined l e v e l s that c o u l d po s e a p o t e n t i a l f o r expo sure ," t h e
agency r e p o r t e d . The h e a l t h hazard to gardeners who use v e r m i c u l i t e
mat er ia l o n l y once a year is m i n i m a l , the report s a i d , but the ri sk c ou ld
increase d e p e n d i n g on the f r e q u e n c y of use and the amount of a s b e s t o s in
v e r m i c u l i t e b e ing used.
" V e r m i c u l i t e may pre sent more serious r i sk s in an o c c u p a t i o n a l s e t t i n g
where the d u r a t i o n and f r equ ency of e x p o s u r e s i s l i k e l y to be s i g n i f i c a n t l y
greater," the report s a id , but l a t e r a d d e d , " O c c u p a t i o n a l e x p o s u r e s were
not e v a l u a t e d as part of t h i s s tudy."
T h a t s t a t e m e n t p u z z l e d and angered some union o f f i c i a l s and researchers
who read e a r l y d r a f t s of the report that showed the EPA s c i e n t i s t s had
done p r e l i m i n a r y e v a l u a t i o n s o f worker e x p o s u r e .
T h e o c c u p a t i o n a l e x p o s u r e c a l c u l a t i o n s i n t h e d r a f t report r e f l e c t e d

A S B E S ' lthe f o r g o t t e
T h e vermicu lh i t s home
Asbe s t o s prop l e d g e d f o r v
L i t t l e risk f o rgardener s . Esays
D o n ' t t ouchv e r m i c u l i t ei n s u l a t i o n . s t <
H e a l t h warniiat t i c a s b e s t o i
E P A : A s b e s t ig a r d e n o n l y ii f you h a n d l ev e r m i c u l i t e re
T h e V a n d e r tmine
G e n e r a t i o n sminers werevict ims
P u s h i n g f o rasbe s t o s i s stcost d o c t o r h
H o w V a n d e r tto d i s c r e d i t Us t u d y

A s m a l l g r o u [p h y s i c i a n s isto change truof asbestos-idi s ease
A s b e s t o s - - J 1k i l l e r t ha t w o i
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e x t r e m e l y mgn nsK. me e a r l y aratts caut ionea tnat w o r K e r s u s i n g
v e r m i c u l i t e d a i l y f a c e d an increased ri sk o f cancer f r o m two a d d i t i o n a l
cases for every 1,000 workers to one per 100 workers.
"We went down t h i s road with EPA 20 years ago when they concea l ed
and ignored r i sk s to v e r m i c u l i t e workers, and t h e i r i n s p e c t o r general is
i n v e s t i g a t i n g that ab surd i ty . N o w w e ' v e g o t i t again. T h e agency f i n d s
that workers are at s i g n i f i c a n t ri sk of c o n t r a c t i n g d e a d l y d i s e a s e s , but they
p u l l i t f r o m the report they made p u b l i c , " said D o n a l d J u d g e , head o f th e
A F L - C I O i n M o n t a n a , where t h e n a t i o n ' s l a r g e s t v e r m i c u l i t e mine
o p e r a t e d .
"How many thou sand more workers w i l l have to die b e f o r e the EPA does
s ome th ing to s t o p it?" J u d g e asked.
E P A ' s S t e p h e n J o h n s o n said t h e s c i e n t i s t s d o i n g t h e s t u d y " d i d make
some a t t e m p t to charac t er ize the worker s ' risk," and that tho s e r i sk
a s s e s s m e n t s were pre s ent in the e a r l i e r d r a f t s sent to OSHA and other
agenc i e s f o r peer review o f t h e f i n d i n g s .
"We were t o l d that our p r e l i m i n a r y a n a l y s i s on workers were based on
c a l c u l a t i o n s tha t were not based on (OSHA's) m e t h o d o l o g y , and so we
agreed , and we d e l e t e d it f r o m the report," sa id J o h n s o n , who is d e p u t y
a s s i s t a n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e O f f i c e o f P r e v e n t i o n , P e s t i c i d e s a n d T o x i c
S u b s t a n c e s .
E P A ' s p r e l i m i n a r y e x a m i n a t i o n o f o c c u p a t i o n a l e xpo sur e w a s c r a f t e d o n
how nursery and l a b o r a t o r y workers migh t use v e r m i c u l i t e , but a c c o r d i n g
to Commerce D e p a r t m e n t and i n d u s t r y e s t i m a t e s , 200,000 or more other
workers use v e r m i c u l i t e on a r e g u l a r basi s , many in l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s .
Dozens of f a c t o r i e s make f i r e - r e s i s t a n t w a l l board and sheet rock u s i n g
h u n d r e d s of tons of v e r m i c u l i t e . Every day at c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e s
t h r o u g h o u t the country t h o u s a n d s o f workers mix bags o f v e r m i c u l i t e
w i t h cement and p l a s t e r . Raw v e r m i c u l i t e is poured and s t o m p e d down by
workers i n s t a l l i n g l i n e r s f o r s w i m m i n g p o o l s .
O S H A h a s asked t h e N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e f o r Occupat ional S a f e t y a n d
H e a l t h to e v a l u a t e worker e xpo sur e to a sbe s to s in v e r m i c u l i t e in
p r o c e s s i n g o p e r a t i o n s a n d other work s i t e s . M S H A i s e v a l u a t i n g e x p o s u r e
in v e r m i c u l i t e mines.
" S i n c e we do not know if there's a hazard to workers, i t i s i m p o r t a n t tha t
we work t o g e t h e r to asses s the m a g n i t u d e of p o t e n t i a l e x p o s u r e to
asbe s t o s f r o m w o r k i n g w i th v e r m i c u l i t e , " t h e a g e n c i e s ' s t a t e m e n t s a id .
" W h a t ' s more, i t i s n o t known i f t h e p r o b l e m s a s s o c ia t ed w i t h v e r m i c u l i t e
f r o m the f o r m e r L i b b y mine in M o n t a n a are pr e s en t in v e r m i c u l i t e f o u n d
in o ther mines t o d a y , and t h i s w i l l b e i n v e s t i g a t e d . "
M e a n w h i l e , O S H A o f f e r e d s u g g e s t i o n s f o r concerned workers:
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A s b e s t o s p r o t e c t i o n p l e d g e d f o r workers v w y s i w y g : / / 7 6 t o e a t t l e p - i . n w s o u r c e . c o m / u n c i v i l a c t i o n / a s b e 2 3 . s h t mJ f
v e r m i c u i i t e t h e y ' r e u s i n g h a s been t e s t ed f o r asbe s to s .

• If t h ey 'r e in a union or other worker ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n , th ey can t a l k t o
t h e g r o u p ' s s a f e t y representatives .

• O S H A s u g g e s t s that workers "wet t h e p r o d u c t down, d o n ' t work i n
c l o s ed areas w i thou t good v e n t i l a t i o n and avoid the dus t which
s e t t l e s in the bottom of the bags of vermicuiite."

" T h e l e v e l s of asbes tos vary c o n s i d e r a b l y f r o m one batch to another," an
OSHA s p o k e s p e r s o n said. "Workers may be u s i n g a batch of v e r m i c u i i t e
that has a b s o l u t e l y no asbes tos in it and t e s t s c l ean. But the next day,
u s i n g the same m a t e r i a l , they m i g h t be working .with v e r m i c u i i t e that i s
h i g h l y c o n t a m i n a t e d . T h e a sbe s to s c o n t a m i n a t i o n i s s o v a r i a b l e , a n d t h a t ' s
why i t ' s s o i m p o r t a n t that more work be done on t h i s prob lem."

P-I senior national correspondent Andrew Schneider can be reached at
206-448-82]8 or andrewschneider@seattle-pi.com
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L i t t l e risk f o r home gardener s , E P A says
But consumer g r o u p s say avoid any hazard
Wednesday, August 23, 2000
B y C A R O L S M I T HS E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
H o m e gardener s f a c e l i t t l e risk o f g e t t i n g cancer or other a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d
d i s ea s e s f r o m occas ional u s e o f p r o d u c t s c o n t a i n i n g v e r m i c u l i t e , the
E n v i r o n m e n t a l Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y said in a report r e l ea s ed y e s t e r d a y .
But consumer group s c r i t i c i z ed th e agency' s ac t i on, s a y i n g even a
p o t e n t i a l risk s h o u l d be a v o i d e d , and the p r o d u c t s s h o u l d be l a b e l e d .
" A s b e s t o s has no p l a c e at al l in g a r d e n i n g p r o d u c t s , " said A l i s o n W i s e , an
advoca t e f o r t h e W a s h i n g t o n S t a t e P u b l i c I n t e r e s t Research G r o u p , a
n o n - p r o f i t consumer advocacy g r o u p , " T h e E P A ' s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s t o
p r o t e c t consumers f r o m t o x i n s , no t r a t i o n a l i z e why they s h o u l d remain."
The EPA report f o u n d trace amounts of a sbe s to s in 17 of 38 g a r d e n i n g
p r o d u c t s t e s t e d , i n c l u d i n g mea surab l e amounts i n f i v e o f tho s e p r o d u c t s .
But the r epor t a l s o said the h e a l t h r i sk to consumers was l ow .
T h e Consumer Produc t S a f e t y C o m m i s s i o n said y e s t e r d a y i t h a d " n o t h i n g
to add to what the EPA has said. We concur t h a t the p o t e n t i a l e xpo sur e to
consumers seems too low to be a hazard," said C P S C s p o k e s m a n Russ
Rader. "It a p p e a r s tha t the p r i m a r y danger EPA f o u n d was the r i sk to
workers us ing vermicu l i t e and OSHA w i l l be a d d r e s s i n g that."
B u t that d i d n ' t s a t i s f y some consumer advocate s .
"The government needs t o s t o p p a s s i n g the buck on th i s , " said Jon S t i e r ,
at torney wi th the N a t i o n a l Environmental Law Center in S e a t t l e . "Both
the EPA and the C P S C a p p e a r to have j u r i s d i c t i o n on these i s sues . T h e y
need to get t o g e t h e r and s tart p r o t e c t i n g the p u b l i c . "
Other a d v o c a t e s sa id consumers have a r i g h t t o know what ' s in th e
p r o d u c t s they buy.
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"At a m i n i m u m t n e y snouia oe laoe i ea so consumers can maice a cnoice,"
said Rachel W e i n t r a u b , s t a f f a t t orney f o r W a s h P I R G ' s n a t i o n a l l o b b y i n g
o f f i c e in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. The EPA report s tre s s ed that consumers were
u n l i k e l y to get enough e xpo sur e to pose a h e a l t h risk.
" T h e s e l e v e l s were very low and do not po s e s i g n f i c a n t h e a l t h risks,"
S u s a n W a y l a n d , a c t i n g a s s i s t a n t a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e O f f i c e o f P r e v e n t i o n ,
P e s t i c i d e s and T o x i c substances for the E P A , said in a s t a t e m e n t .
"However , we f e e l it is impor tan t for consumers to be armed wi th t h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n when making their decisions."
At the same t ime , however, the EPA recommended tha t consumers use
p r e m i x e d p o t t i n g s o i l s , which are moist and l e s s l i k e l y to generate d u s t ,
i n s t e a d o f m i x i n g t h e i r own u s i n g s t r a i g h t v e r m i c u l i t e .
I n a d d i t i o n , t h e E P A s u g g e s t e d consumers c o u l d u s e a l t e r n a t i v e s ,
i n c l u d i n g p e a t , s a w d u s t , p e r l i t e or bark ins t ead of v e r m i c u l i t e as a so i l
s u p p l e m e n t . V e r m i c u l i t e is used to add l i g h t n e s s to s o i l and re ta in
mois ture.
G a r d e n e r s u s i n g s t r a i g h t v e r m i c u l i t e s h o u l d keep it d a m p , use i t in a
w e l l - v e n t i l a t e d area and avoid g e t t i n g the dust on t h e i r c l o t h i n g , the
report said.
The report a l s o c o n c l u d e d that consumers have no way of k n o w i n g which
v e r m i c u l i t e p r o d u c t s are c on tamina t ed w i th asbes to s .
Even those p r o d u c t s that test negative in one s a m p l e may contain
asbe s to s because the a sbe s to s may be d i s t r i b u t e d u n e v e n l y t h r o u g h o u t the
p r o d u c t , i n v e s t i g a t o r s said.
At l ea s t one g a r d e n - p r o d u c t s c o m p a n y said i t was r e - e v a l u a t i n g i t s
p r o d u c t s based o n t h e E P A ' s report.
"Based on the i n f o r m a t i o n we've had up u n t i l t h i s report and on our own
i n d e p e n d e n t t e s t i n g , we had n o t h i n g to be concerned about," said Robert
Weaver , p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s d i r e c t o r f o r t h e S c h u l t z C o . i n S t . Loui s .
The n a t i o n a l p o r t i o n of the EPA report f o u n d a sbe s to s at a l ev e l that
could p o s e a p o t e n t i a l f o r expo sure i n f i v e p r o d u c t s , i n c l u d i n g S c h u l t z ' s
H o r t i c u l t u r a l V e r m i c u l i t e . The other produc t s with measurable asbestos
were E a r t h g r o ' s Best V e r m i c u l i t e , H o f f m a n ' s V e r m i c u l i t e a n d t w o
s a m p l e s o f A c e H o r t i c u l t u r a l G r a d e V e r m i c u l i t e . I n a d d i t i o n , 1 7 o thers
con ta ined trace l e v e l s o f a sbe s to s .
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"We w i l l be r e- eva lua t ing and l o o k i n g at th i s report and l o o k i n g at our
v e r m i c u l i t e p r o d u c t again," Weaver said.
" I f t h e r epor t i n d i c a t e s some s i t u a t i o n other than what w e ' v e been aware
o f i n t h e p a s t , t h en w e ' l l retest."
T h e S c o t t s Co., whi ch i s t h e l a r g e s t s u p p l i e r o f consumer l a w n a n d
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L i t t l e r i sk fo^horne gardener s . E P A says * w y s i w y a : / / 7 9 / . ' s e a t t l e p - i . n w s o u r c e . c o m / u n c i v i l a c t i o n / c o n s 2 3 . s h t m !"
garden p r o d u c t s in the country, said y e s t e rday tha t i t s p r o d u c t s are s a f e .
"We test f o r a sbe s to s , and i t ' s no t there," said K e r r y Bierman , vice
p r e s i d e n t corporate c ommunica t i on s f or th e S c o t t s Co., headquar t ered in
C o l u m b u s , Ohio.
T h e c ompany ge t s i t s v e r m i c u l i t e f r o m V i r g i n i a V e r m i c u l i t e a n d W . R .
Grace C o . ' s S o u t h C a r o l i n a mine.
"We'r e very c o n f i d e n t t ha t our p r o d u c t s ar e s a f e , " Bierman s a i d .
A s p o k e s m a n for W.R. Grace & Co., which s u p p l i e s v e r m i c u l i t e to a
number o f garden p r o d u c t s c ompani e s , s a id , " F u n d a m e n t a l l y , Grace i s
p l e a s e d the EPA conc luded there i s no s i g n i f i c a n t p r o b l e m w i t h the
h o r t i c u l t u r a l produc t s . "
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S p e c i a l Repor t s;
Labor D e p t . enters L i b b y ' s asbestos f i g h t
Monday, August 21, 2000
B v A N D R E W S C H N E I D E RS E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R S E N I O R N A T I O N A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T
The Labor Department has become the second Cabine t- l eve l agency to
start an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of how the government f a i l e d in its du ty to warn
miners in L i b b y , Mont. , that they were be ing e x p o s e d to l e t h a l l e v e l s of
asbes tos .
The i n v e s t i g a t i o n could f or c e a re-examination o f f e d e r a l p o l i c i e s
g o v e r n i n g a sbe s to s exposure that have put at risk tens of t h o u s a n d s of
workers who mine or h a n d l e v e rmi cu l i t e , t a l c and other c on tamina t ed
minerals.
P a t r i c i a D a l t o n , a c t i n g i n s p e c t o r general f or th e Labor D e p a r t m e n t , said
ye s t e rday that the i n v e s t i g a t i o n is f o c u s i n g on the a c t i on s or l a ck of
actions by the Occupational S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the
M i n e S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Both are part o f the Labor
D e p a r t m e n t .
N a t i o n a l exper t s in occupat ional medicine and union o f f i c i a l s a p p l a u d e d
D a l t o n ' s ac t i on a n d said t h e f i n d i n g s o f h e r team cou ld h e l p r e c t i f y
serious d e f i c i e n c i e s in how OSHA and MSHA r e g u l a t e worker expo sure
to a sbe s to s t oday.
" T h e job o f the Department o f Labor i s t o p ro t e c t America' s workers,"
D a l t o n said. "We take very s e r i o u s l y our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of en sur ing that
the programs -- i n c l u d i n g OSHA and MSHA — work e f f i c i e n t l y and
e f f e c t i v e l y . There can be no shortcuts to lerated when it comes to the
h e a l t h and s a f e t y of workers."
EPA a lr eady inve s t iga t ing
T h e Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y ' s i n s p e c t o r general i s c o n d u c t i n g a
s i m i l a r e x a m i n a t i o n of i t s role at the now-closed v e r m i c u l i t e mine owned
by W.R. Grace & Co. in Libby . F i v e a u d i t o r s for that agency c o m p l e t e d
the ir f i r s t round of interviews la s t week with miners and the ir f a m i l y
members who are d y i n g f r o m expo sure to a sbe s to s c on ta ined in the
v e r m i c u l i t e ore.
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All m a j o r agencie s have an i n s p e c t o r genera l , a p p o i n t e d by the p r e s i d e n t ,
c o n f i r m e d by Congre s s and ins truc t ed to act as wa t chdog s over the
a c t i o n s of the f e d e r a l d epar tment to which they are a s s igned . T h e i r
f i n d i n g s are submi t t ed to Congre s s , which has r e sponded to several
i n s p e c t o r g e n e r a l s ' inquir i e s by t a k i n g l e g i s l a t i v e action.
J o s e p h M c G o w a n , spoke sman f o r t h e Labor D e p a r t m e n t ' s i n s p e c t o r
genera l , said its i n v e s t i g a t i o n w i l l go back to d e c i s i on s made in the
1960s.
"You need to know what h a p p e n e d years ago in t h i s ( a s b e s t o s ) issue to
under s tand w h a t ' s h a p p e n i n g t oday ," D a l t o n said. "Our concerns a r e
whether there are systemic problems in either OSHA, MSHA or both that
may have taken root in the past."
At L i b b y , scores of i n s p e c t i o n s conducted by f e d e r a l mine i n s p e c t o r s
r e p e a t e d l y reported the same dangerous l e v e l s o f asbes tos . OSHA and i t s
research arm, the N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f Occupat ions S a f e t y and H e a l t h , d id
t h e i r own s t u d i e s c o n f i r m i n g the hazard, but there is no i n d i c a t i o n that the
agencie s warned anyone but Grace management.
' M a y b e w e c a n s t op i t '
" I t ' s about time that someone i n s i d e t h e government i s t r y i n g t o f i n d o u t
what h a p p e n e d , " said Don J u d g e , head of the M o n t a n a Amer i can
F e d e r a t i o n o f Labor-Congre s s o f I n d u s t r i a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s .
" F o r 18 years, p e o p l e have been a l l o w e d to become sick and die because
o f f i c i a l s in W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., made a d e c i s i on not to t e l l these workers
about the dangers in Libby's ore. If we can f i n d out who made that
d e c i s i o n , whe ther it was in the EPA, OSHA or MSHA or all of them,
maybe we can s t o p it f r o m h a p p e n i n g again."
D a l t o n said she and her team had been " c l o s e l y f o l l o w i n g the L i b b y
matter" a n d a r e working c l o s e l y w i th E P A ' s i n s p e c t o r general , N i k k i
T i n s l e y .
I n N o v e m b e r , t h e S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r reported that hundred s o f
miners and th e i r f a m i l y members died or were sickened f r o m expo sure to
the a s b e s t o s - t a i n t e d v ermicu l i t e ore.
S o o n a f t e r w a r d , the P-I showed that m i l l i o n s o f p o u n d s o f the dangerous
ore had been s h i p p e d to p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s throughout N o r t h Ameri ca . In
some c i t i e s , 50 percent or more of the workers at the p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s
had died f r o m a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d di sease .
P h y s i c i a n s a n d union o f f i c i a l s w h o deal d a i l y w i th workers d y i n g f r o m
asbe s t o s exposure urged the i n s p e c t o r general to get to the root of what
t h e y say is the most serious p r o b l e m -- how OSHA d e t e r m i n e d which
a s b e s t o s f i b e r s i t would r egu la t e .
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Mike W r i g h t , h ea l th and s a f e t y director for the Uni t ed S t e e l Workers of
America , said there are many i m p o r t a n t que s t ions that must be addre s s ed .
"A decade ago, George Bush' s OSHA made a d e c i s i o n to d e f i n e these
asbe s to s f i b e r s as if they were almos t harmles s . We a p p l a u d the
Department of Labor for s tar t ing an inve s t iga t i on of that decision and its
consequences," W r i g h t said i n a n interview f r o m P i t t s b u r g h . " W e ' l l
s u p p o r t that i n v e s t i g a t i o n any way we can."
Concern for other miners
The mine at L i b b y closed in 1990. But su sp e c t ed asbe s to s c o n t a m i n a t i o n
at other mines -- vermicul i t e mines in V i r g i n i a and S o u t h Caro l ina , t a l c
mines in New Y o r k and taconi t e mines in the I r o n Range of M i n n e s o t a
and M i c h i g a n — continues to concern h e a l t h e x p e r t s who have seen
workers s u f f e r with asbestosis and asbestos-related cancers.
Dr. Michae l Harbut has treated thousands of p a t i e n t s wi th
asbestos-caused disease. H e said t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f O S H A ' s a n d
M S H A ' s h a n d i n g o f asbes tos exposure i s l o n g overdue.
"My hope is that the i n s p e c t o r general w i l l have the courage to examine
what p o l i t i c a l and indus try pressure was r e a l l y exerted on OSHA years
ago when it was s e t t i n g its s tandard for what t y p e of asbes tos the
government wi l l regulate ," said Harbut , f ormer chairman of the
o c c u p a t i o n a l and environmental medic ine s e c t ion of the Amer i can
C o l l e g e o f Ches t Phys i c i an s .
"Every w e l l - t r a i n e d p h y s i c i a n who treat s a s b e s t o s i s in miners — t a c o n i t e ,
ta lc or vermicu l i t e — sees a terminal disease process caused by the precise
asbe s to s m i n e r a l s tha t the m i n i n g and m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r i e s got
OSHA to e x c l u d e f r om the r egu la t i ons ."
OSHA says workers cannot be e xpo s ed to more than .1 a sbe s to s f i b e r s
per cubic centimeter of air, a l imi t OSHA admit s w i l l s t i l l cause some
cancers. But MSHA's r e g u l a t i o n s a l l o w miners to be e x p o s e d to 20 t imes
the l i m i t set by OSHA.
" T h i s d i s p a r i t y j u s t i s n ' t sane," H a r b u t said. " T h e i n s p e c t o r general c l e a r l y
fac e s a d i f f i c u l t task, but it is one of enormous importance. One that , over
the years, could save the l i v e s of m i l l i o n s of workers."
A d i s c r e d i t e d report
In J u n e , the P-I reported on the death and i l l n e s s f r om asbe s to s-re la t ed
d i s e a s e s o f workers at the V a n d e r b i l t T a l c Co. mine in u p s t a t e New Y o r k .
OSHA has a cknowl edged it s dec i s ion in 1992 not to r e g u l a t e f i b e r s f o u n d
in the t a l c was based, in par t , on an unau thor iz ed and d i s c r e d i t e d report
that d o w n p l a y e d the risks f a c e d by workers. T h a t r epor t , charac t er i z ed by
the in sp e c t o r general of the Department of H e a l t h and Human S e r v i c e s as
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an " i n a p p r o p r i a t e c o l labora t i on ," was done by V a n d e r b i l t o f f i c i a l s and
two NIOSH s c i e n t i s t s who hid the ir work from the i r agency.
The V a n d e r b i l t mine produce s t a l c used in most crayons manufac tur ed in
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .
T h i s summer, th e Consumer Product S a f e t y Commis s i on c o n f i r m e d th e
P-I's f i n d i n g s that some crayons were contaminated with low l eve l s o f
a n t h o p h y l l i t e and t r e m o l i t e , two t y p e s o f asbe s to s f i b e r s . But C P S C al so
f o u n d even h igher l e v e l s of " t ran s i t i ona l f i b er s" — mineral s that doc tor s
say cause cancer and other asbestos-related diseases but are not one of the
six f orms of asbes tos regula t ed by the government.
"Semant i c s . That ' s what thi s f i b e r issue i s coming down to," said Ronald
M e d f o r d , a s s i s t a n t execut ive d ire c tor of hazards i d e n t i f i c a t i o n at the
Consumer Product S a f e t y Commiss ion. The f i b e r s h i s agency f o u n d were
a lmos t i d e n t i c a l in structure to the a sbe s to s that the government can
regu la t e "and th er e f o r e , we th ink they shouldn't be in crayons," he added .
A f t e r t h e C P S C ' s f i n d i n g s , crayon manufac turer s announced they would
remove all t a l c f r o m crayons w i t h i n a year.
' O n e bright s i g n '
D r . J e r r o l d Abraham, a p r o f e s s o r o f p a t h o l o g y a t N e w Y o r k ' s U p s t a t e
M e d i c a l U n i v e r s i t y , not o n l y has s t u d i e d the V a n d e r b i l t t a l c but a l s o the
l u n g s of the p e o p l e who mine it in b i o p s i e s and a u t o p s i e s .
He c a l l s th e i n s p e c t o r genera l ' s inquiry "one b r i g h t s i g n in a d i sma l
parade of government inaction" but worries about the s a f e t y of the
workers who are s t i l l h a n d l i n g the ta in t ed t a l c .
"The large amount of f i b e r s that C P S C f ound in the V a n d e r b i l t ta l c used
by crayon and other manufac turer s is asbes tos and k i l l s l i k e a sbe s to s ,
even t h o u g h OSHA buckled under to i n d u s t r y pres sure and r e f u s e d to
r egu la t e it," Abraham said. "I can on ly hope that the i n s p e c t o r general
w i l l try to determine how many t h o u s a n d s of workers in scores of
i n d u s t r i e s d i ed or are now at risk because of t h i s lack of government
in t egr i ty . "
I n s p e c t o r s f a c e c o m p l e x a n d t e chnical issues, b u t D a l t o n said t h i s i s n ' t a
p r o b l e m .
"Our p e o p l e have broad technical a b i l i t i e s , but for some s c i e n t i f i c and
medica l e v a l u a t i o n s , we have used o u t s i d e c o n s u l t a n t s and s p e c i a l i s t s
f r o m other government agencies," s h e said. " I f needed, w e ' l l u s e them
again in th i s examination."
M c G o w a n said the time needed for the team to c o m p l e t e the e xamina t i on
" w i l l d e p e n d on access to records and do cument s we need and to
i n d i v i d u a l s k n o w l e d g e a b l e about what h a p p e n e d a l o n g th e way f r o m
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Libby."
"There is a h i g h degree of interes t in t h i s o f f i c e about g e t t i n g to the
bo t t om of it all," he said.

P-I senior national correspondent Andrew Schneider can be reached at
206-448-8218 or andrewschneider @ Seattle -pi. com
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D o n ' t touch v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n , s tate says
H o m e o w n e r s are urged to get p r o f e s s i o n a l h e l p in h a n d l i n gasbe s to s-contaminated matter

! : p; Tuesday, August 15, 2000
B y C A R O L S M I T H
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
Homeowner s who have a sbe s t o s- contaminated v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n in
th e i r houses shou ld avoid d i s t u r b i n g it to minimize the chances of
b r e a t h i n g i n p o t e n t i a l l y l e t h a l asbes tos f i b e r s , t h e W a s h i n g t o n S t a t e
Department of H e a l t h and the Environmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y said
yesterday.
The m a t e r i a l , m a n u f a c t u r e d by W.R. Grace & Co. and s o l d as Z o n o l i t e
A t t i c I n s u l a t i o n , was used f r om the 1950s through the l a t e 1980s. In a
l e t t e r l a s t week, an a s s i s t an t surgeon genera l , Dr. H u g h S l o a n o f the U . S .
P u b l i c H e a l t h Service, warned that the i n s u l a t i o n posed a " subs tant ial
h e a l t h risk" to anyone working in a t t i c s .
In h i s l e t t e r t o L i n d a Rosenstock, d i r e c t or o f t h e N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f
Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h , S l o a n asked NIOSH to issue a
n a t i o n w i d e "hazard alert" caut ioning workers to the dangers of
a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e d produc t s .
"Leave it alone if you can," said Tim H a r d i n , manager of the indoor air
q u a l i t y program wi th t h e W a s h i n g t o n S t a t e H e a l t h Depar tmen t .
P e o p l e who are r e m o d e l i n g or otherwise need to work in t h e i r a t t i c s
s h o u l d seek p r o f e s s i o n a l advice b e fore pro c e ed ing .
"You can remove it y o u r s e l f , but we d i s courage p e o p l e f r o m d o i n g i t ," he
s a i d . M o s t p e o p l e are not e q u i p p e d to do the c l e a n u p , which requires the
u s e o f s o p h i s t i c a t e d a i r f i l t e r i n g device s , i n c l u d i n g r e s p i r a t o r s .
S i m p l e p a p e r masks are not adequate to b l o c k the mi c ro s c op i c f i b e r s .
Worker s need r e sp i ra t or s wi th s p e c i a l f i l t e r s to pro t e c t t h e i r l u n g s , he
s a id . And the r e s p i r a t o r s need to be f i t t e d to each i n d i v i d u a l to ensure
p r o t e c t i o n .
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in auu iuu i i , uic mca iiccus lu uc uii-iuwivcu su mai an an is uicancu
be f or e c i r c u l a t i n g back out of the c l eanup zone to avoid
cro s s- contaminat ion of other p a r t s of the house.
" B a s i c a l l y , i f you try to do i t your s e l f without proper training you'l l
c ontaminate the d a y l i g h t s out of y o u r s e l f , your home and the p e o p l e in
the home," he said.
The S t a t e Department o f Labor & I n d u s t r i e s c e r t i f i e s p r o f e s s i o n a l
asbestos abatement workers who are trained to remove asbestos s a f e l y ,
said L&I spokeswoman L i n d a Merz. The agency mainta ins a l i s t o f
c e r t i f i e d abatement workers on its Web site at:
w w w . l n i . w a . g o v / w i s h a / t o p i c s / a s b e s t o s . h t m
In a d d i t i o n , consumers can contact their local air q u a l i t y agency for
i n f o r m a t i o n on h a n d l i n g asbestos.
The EPA's Region 10 o f f i c e in S e a t t l e recommended yesterday that a l l
v e r m i c u l i t e a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n be treated as though it were contaminated
with a sbe s to s and that a p p r o p r i a t e p r e cau t i on s be used.
"If you don't have to d i s t urb i t , leave i t alone for now," an EPA
spokesman said yesterday. S o p h i s t i c a t e d microscopic t e s t ing can
determine whether a p a r t i c u l a r s a m p l e of i n s u l a t i o n c on ta in s asbestos.
But because the asbe s to s t end s to be d i s t r i b u t e d unev en ly , a clean s a m p l e
d o e s n ' t n e c c e s s a r i l y mean that asbes tos w o u l d n ' t b e f o u n d i n a s a m p l e
f r o m another p o r t i o n of the a t t i c , the EPA said.
The i n s u l a t i o n in ques t ion comes f r o m a now-clo sed mine in L i b b y ,
M o n t . , that was operated for decades by Grace.
V e r m i c u l i t e f r o m the mine was used for garden p r o d u c t s , f i r e p r o o f i n g ,
cement mixture s and other consumer produc t s , but the m a j o r i t y was
heat- treated and so ld as i n s u l a t i o n under the Z o n o l i t e brand.
At least 53,500 homes in W a s h i n g t o n state contain Z o n o l i t e i n s u l a t i o n ,
ac cord ing to lawyer s who have f i l e d a c l a s s -a c t i on suit aga in s t Grace.
N a t i o n a l l y , an e s t imated 2.5 m i l l i o n to 16 m i l l i o n homes may contain the
a sb e s t o s - contaminat ed material.
H e a l t h e xp er t s ye s t erday cautioned homeowners that i f they d e c i d e to
check to see what kind of i n s u l a t i o n they have, they shou ld be c a r e f u l not
to d i s t u r b the material or raise any dust.
V e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n has a g l i t t e r y , granular appearance. The granules
range up to the size of a p e n c i l eraser and may have a s i l v e r y , g o l d ,
t r a n s l u c e n t or p ink i sh-brown cast.
After years in the a t t i c , however, the granul e s may darken to b l a c k or
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I n c on t ra s t , c e l l u l o s e i n s u l a t i o n i s g r a y i s h a n d l o o k s l i k e ground-up
newspaper s . Rockwool looks l i k e t u f t s o f gray steel wool. F i b e r g l a s s
i n s u l a t i o n may be p i n k or y e l l o w and t end s to have a p a p e r back ing.

P-I reporter Carol Smith can be reached at 206-448-8070 or
carolsmith@seattle-pi.com
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' © 2 0 0 0 S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r
A s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e d v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n in m i l l i o n s o f homes across
the country po s e s a " sub s tan t ia l h e a l t h risk" to anyone who works in the
houses ' a t t i c s , an ass i s tant U . S . surgeon general has warned.
The i n s u l a t i o n comes f r o m the now-closed v e r m i c u l i t e mine in L i b b y ,
M o n t . , opera t ed for decades by W.R. Grace & Co.
" I n t e r n a l c ompany d o c u m e n t a t i o n and recent t e s t i n g o f r e s i d e n t i a l
i n s u l a t i o n mater ial reveal s that even minimal h a n d l i n g by workers or
r e s i d e n t s po s e s a s u b s t a n t i a l h e a l t h risk," Dr. H u g h S l o a n o f the U . S .
P u b l i c H e a l t h S e r v i c e wrote l a s t week in a request f or h e l p f r o m other
f e d e r a l h e a l t h e x p e r t s .
A m o n g the do cument s to which S l o a n referred is a risk as se s sment
conduc t ed by Grace h e a l t h e xp er t s w h i l e the mine was s t i l l open.
The company e x p e r t s e s t imat ed 30,000 a d d i t i o n a l l u n g cancers would
re su l t f r o m expo sure to asbe s to s by those " invo lved in the a p p l i c a t i o n of
our produc t s . "
Grace, asked for comment about the memo on F r i d a y , did not respond.
The b r o w n i s h - p i n k v ermicu l i t e f r o m L i b b y was s o l d f or u s e in garden
p r o d u c t s , f i r e p r o o f i n g , cement mix ture s and a score of other consumer
p r o d u c t s . But the vast m a j o r i t y of the ore was hea t- tr ea t ed u n t i l it
e x p a n d e d l i k e p o p c o r n . T h e n , marketed a s Z o n o l i t e i n s u l a t i o n , i t was
s t u f f e d between r a f t e r s and i n s i d e w a l l s in m i l l i o n s o f homes f r o m coast
to coast.
N o b o d y i s sure how many homes c on ta in Z o n o l i t e . E s t i m a t e s range f r o m
2.5 m i l l i o n to 16 m i l l i o n .
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"It s o l d l i k e mad," said S t e p h e n S h e e r a n , who was a sa l e sman for Grace
in M i c h i g a n and e v e n t u a l l y a sa l e s manager for the company. " M i l l i o n s
o f bags o f that s t u f f f r o m L i b b y was so ld in M i c h i g a n as a t t i c f i l l
i n s u l a t i o n , " S h e e r a n said.
" T h e y c ou ldn ' t g e t i t f a s t enough. Most o f t h e homes in Flin t ar e f i l l e d
with it."
In W a s h i n g t o n s t a t e alone there are at l eas t 53,505 homes wi th Z o n o l i t e ,
accord ing to lawyers who have f i l e d a c l a s s - a c t i o n suit s e ek ing to order
Grace to warn homeowners of the dangers.
Hazard alert
In h i s l e t t e r t o L i n d a Rosenstock, th e d i r e c t or o f th e N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e o f
O c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y a n d H e a l t h , S l o a n said recent i n v e s t i g a t i o n s
documented that even casual h a n d l i n g of the i n s u l a t i o n can generate
airborne expo sure s up to 150 t imes the l eve l cons idered s a f e by OSHA
for workers.
S l o a n asked NIOSH to examine the risk to nursery, c o n s t r u c t i o n ,
i n s u l a t i o n and other workers who use v e r m i c u l i t e e n d - p r o d u c t s and to
i s sue a n a t i o n w i d e warning, a "hazard alert ," c a u t i o n i n g workers of the
p o t e n t i a l danger s o f these p r o d u c t s . H e al so asked N I O S H t o u p d a t e
ear l i e r s t u d i e s on the a s b e s t o s - ta in t ed v e r m i c u l i t e to examine the
p r o g r e s s i o n of a sb e s t o s -re la t ed d i s ea s e , and to de t ermine whether
t r e m o l i t e , the p r e d o m i n a n t t y p e of a sb e s t o s f o u n d in the ore, is more t o x i c
then ear l i e r b e l i e v e d .
I n N o v e m b e r , t h e S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r reported that h u n d r e d s o f
miners and members of their f a m i l i e s were k i l l e d or sickened by asbestos
c o n t a m i n a t i o n f r o m the now-closed Grace mine in the t i n y northwestern
M o n t a n a town.
In December, the n e w s p a p e r reported that Grace s h i p p e d m i l l i o n s o f
p o u n d s of the t a i n t e d ore to 60 p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s t hroughou t the U n i t e d
S t a t e s and C a n a d a , cau s ing workers at many of those p l a n t s to become ill
and die of a s b e s t o s i s , l u n g cancer and m e s o t h e l i o m a .
F u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n showed the number o f p l a n t s p r o c e s s i n g or s e l l i n g
the ore was more than 250.
The fa c t that m i l l i o n s of homes may be f i l l e d with Z o n o l i t e has S l o a n and
th e o ther h e a l t h e x p e r t s concerned.
E v e n t u a l l y , old i n s u l a t i o n has to be r e p l a c e d . R e m o d e l i n g , r ewir ing and a
score o f o ther home r e n o v a t i o n s could d i s t u r b th e o ld Z o n o l i t e . T e s t s
have shown that even i n s t a l l i n g a l i g h t f i x t u r e or c e i l i n g fan t h r o u g h an
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Dr. H e n r y A n d e r s o n , the chief medical o f f i c e r and e p i d e m i o l o g i s t for the
s ta t e of W i s c o n s i n , said F r i d a y that he agrees the p u b l i c must be warned.
"In order to s a f eguard p u b l i c h e a l t h , i t i s e s s en t ia l that nomeowners wi th
Z o n o l i t e i n s u l a t i o n , and those contrac tor s who may be c a l l e d upon to
work on it, be warned about the presence of a sbe s to s in the produc t , " said
A n d e r s o n , who has been s t u d y i n g the h e a l t h e f f e c t of asbes tos for more
than 25 years.
C o m p a n y ' s awareness
Grace has a lways in s i s t ed that there was n o t h i n g hazardous in the
i n s u l a t i o n . As the P-I reported earl ier th i s year, the p r i n t i n g on the
Z o n o l i t e bags said: "Contains no h a r m f u l chemical s" and "masks, g l o v e s
or s p e c i a l ( s a f e t y ) equipment" were not needed.
But t h o u s a n d s of p a g e s of Grace corre spondence , memos and r epor t s
ob ta ined by the P-I show the company was wel l aware of the asbe s to s in
the i n s u l a t i o n and the h e a l t h hazards it p r e s e n t e d .
T h r o u g h o u t the 70s, there were repeated d i s c u s s i o n s between Grace ' s
lawyer s and its sa l e s and marke t ing managers over the need for, and the
impac t of, warn ing customers about the asbes tos in the p r o d u c t s .
"We b e l i eve that a dec i s ion to a f f i x a sbe s to s warning l a b e l s to our
p r o d u c t s would resul t in s u b s t a n t i a l sa l e s l o s s e s , " Grace Exe cu t iv e V i c e
P r e s i d e n t E.S. W o o d wrote May 24, 1977. He a d d e d , "The risk o f l i a b i l i t y
to customers is h e igh t en ed by the d e c i s i o n not to l a b e l our produc t s ."
Grace made the d e c i s i on not to lab e l p r o d u c t s , t a k i n g the p o s i t i o n that
t r e m o l i t e f i b e r s that contaminated the v e r m i c u l i t e c ou ld go unno t i c ed .
Only through the use of "elaborate t e chnique s not c ommonly recognized
or e m p l o y e d in the s c i e n t i f i c communi ty for d e t e c t i o n of asbestos" in
t h e i r p o t t i n g s o i l s and f i r e p r o o f i n g could the t r e m o l i t e a sbe s to s f i b e r s b e
d e t e c t e d , another 1977 memo reported.
"For t h i s reason, we are t a k i n g the p o s i t i o n with all but au thor iz ed
government author i t i e s that our mixed p r o d u c t s are ' n o n - a s b e s t o s '
produc t s . "
A c t i o n needed
W o o d a n t i c i p a t e d that t h e Consumer Product S a f e t y C o m m i s s i o n would
take ac t i on to pro t e c t the p u b l i c .
He p r e d i c t e d "a h i g h risk that our p r o d u c t s w i l l be banned in several
s i g n i f i c a n t uses," and c i t ed th e Z o n o l i t e a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n and h o r t i c u l t u r a l
v e r m i c u l i t e .
Yet the s a f e t y commis s ion took no a c t i o n s a g a i n s t Grace p r o d u c t s th en ,
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nor has it since.
Grace document s reveal that the company f e l t i t c ou ld d e f e n d i t s e l f by
s h o w i n g that even the h igh expo sure s i t s own t e s t i n g f o u n d were w i t h i n
the l i m i t s that the Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n s e t f or
workers.
T h a t may have been true at the time, but those e xpo sure s and the l e v e l s
f o u n d a f t e r t e s t i n g con taminat ed homes t h i s year are 150 times greater
than O S H A ' s pre s ent worker-exposure l e v e l , court p a p e r s show.
Most of the thousands of s tud i e s done on the h e a l t h e f f e c t s of asbestos

* expo sure centered on the worker be ing expo s ed h u n d r e d s of t ime s a year
f or dozens o f years. But s tud i e s by NIOSH, the E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n
A g e n c y a n d p r i v a t e medical i n v e s t i g a t o r s i n t h e ' 7 0 s a n d ' 8 0 s cautioned
t h a t " s i n g l e bursts" and "peak e p i s o d i c " e xpo sur e s to humans can cause
cancer and a sb e s t o s i s .
Grace documents from 1977 showed that the company was aware of
r epor t s that "even br i e f e xpo sur e s , p r e s u m a b l y at h i g h l e v e l s , can la t e r
produc e meso the l ioma," a f a s t - k i l l i n g cancer a t t r i b u t e d o n l y to a sbe s to s
expo sure .
" T h e hazards of these ( h i g h , shor t- t erm) expo sure s i s aggravated and
worsened when the release or d i s t u r b a n c e occurs in an enc lo s ed space
such as an a t t i c , " A n d e r s o n added.
Even t h o u g h OSHA was made aware that t h o u s a n d s of workers where
h a n d l i n g the c o n t a m i n a t e d v e r m i c u l i t e at f a c t o r i e s and work s i t e s
throughout the country, there is no i n d i c a t i o n in p u b l i c records that it ever
weighed in on the asbe s to s hazard c on ta ined in some v e r m i c u l i t e .
Last week, W i l l i a m Corcoran, G r a c e ' s vice p r e s i d e n t o f corporate a f f a i r s ,
said th e c ompany s t i l l m a i n t a i n s that th e a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n and other
v e r m i c u l i t e - b a s e d p r o d u c t s p r e s e n t s no h e a l t h ri sk to consumers.
Late F r i d a y , Grace d i s t r ibu t ed a statement about some of the produc t s it
m a n u f a c t u r e d d u r i n g t h e ' 7 0 s a n d ' 8 0 s .
"It was we l l known to regula tory agencies and many of our customers that
minute quan t i t i e s of n a t u r a l l y occurring a sbe s to s were in our p r o d u c t s .
We are making t h i s announcement to make sure that everyone hears the
f a c t s f r om Grace," said Paul N o r r i s , t h e c o m p a n y ' s chairman, p r e s i d e n t
and CEO.
But the s t a t e m e n t addre s s ed o n l y spray-on f i r e p r o o f i n g s o l d by Grace and
d i d n ' t d i s c u s s t h e i n s u l a t i o n a t a l l .
W h i l e E P A headquar t er s , O S H A a n d C P S C have done n o t h i n g t o
p u b l i c l y a d d r e s s t h e a sbe s to s hazards f r o m t h e i n s u l a t i o n , which i s
a p p a r e n t l y c o n t a m i n a t i n g m i l l i o n s o f homes, c l a s s - a c t i o n s u i t s have been

4 nf s i n//i /nn 11 -m \



H e a l t h warn.ins.on a t t i c a s b e s t o s ^ w y s i w y g : / / 8 8 t o e a t t l e p - i . n w s o u r c e . c o m / u n c i v i l a c t i o n / a s b e l 4 . s h t m

f i l e d across the country to order Grace to n o t i f y home owners of the
p o t e n t i a l danger s .
M i k e B l a c k of S p o k a n e is one of 19 lawyers f r o m six law f i r m s who have
f i l e d suit in f i v e states.
" T h i s is f a i r l y clear-cut," Black says. "We have shown the court that
a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e d Z o n o l i t e is dangerous , that Grace knew that and
concealed it and that p e o p l e throughout the country are being exposed to
p o t e n t i a l l y l e t h a l l e v e l s .
"We are a s k i n g the court to require that Grace warn p e o p l e who may not
know of the dangers."
A hearing is s cheduled for next month in Spokane .
"In the balance are the l ives and p r o p e r t y of t hou sand s of c las s members
who are curr en t ly unaware of the s u b s t a n t i a l ri sks which Grace has
here to fore concealed," the suit said.

P-l senior national correspondent Andrew Schneider can be reached at
206-448-8218 or andrewschneider @ Seattle -pi. com
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ERA: A s b e s t o s in garden o n l y a hazard if you h a n d l ev e r m i c u l i t e r e g u l a r l y
Wednesday, August 2, 2000

B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R N A T I O N A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T
WASHINGTON - Commercial gardeners, nursery workers and others
who h a n d l e vermiculite on a regular basis could fa c e a s i g n i f i c a n t risk of •
asbe s to s-re la t ed disease, but the risk for home gardeners is n e g l i g i b l e ,

A S B C S ' lt h e f o r g o t t e

S E A R C H
according to a yet-to-be-released Environmental Protec t ion Agency s tudy.
The EPA p l a n s to release a f i n a l version of the national s t udy of a sbe s to s
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contaminat ion of garden and p a c k a g i n g produc t s wi thin 10 days.
M e a n w h i l e , the agency is c onduc t ing a d d i t i o n a l te s t s . But some members
of the vermiculite indus t ry are already saying the EPA's research i sf l a w e d .
I n v e s t i g a t o r s in S e a t t l e and W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., r e p e a t e d l y te s ted more
than three dozen lawn produc t s purchased in 11 s ta t e s dur ing the pas t f i v e
months. I t i l l i M i i i l
The i n i t i a l round of t e s t s f o u n d measurable l e v e l s of a sbe s to s in f i v e
brands of vermiculite. The remaining lawn p r o d u c t s te s ted — b l e n d s of
s o i l , f e r t i l i z e r s and vermiculi te — were either f r e e of asbestos or contained flonly trace amounts.
The intricate assessments of the risk of u s ing asbe s to s-contaminated
vermicul i t e show that home gardeners who use the produc t once a year
for 30 years fac e a n e g l i g i b l e risk of contract ing cancer from the asbestos.
However, commercial gardeners, nursery workers and p e o p l e us ing bulk
vermiculite on a regular basis, also for 30 years, could fa c e a g r e a t l y
increased cancer risk, d e p e n d i n g on the material used.
Preliminary assessment for the workers' group ca l cu la t ed a risk that could
mean as much as one add i t i ona l cancer for every 100 workers us ing the
tainted vermiculite.
A l t h o u g h government agencies d i f f e r over what degree of increased risk
wi l l t r igger o f f i c i a l action, most agree that a n y t h i n g greater than one extra
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cancer per 1,000 p e o p l e is serious.
The EPA's concern over vermiculite surfaced in January when the S e a t t l e
P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r , as part of its continuing examination of the issue of
asbes to s r e g u l a t i o n , had several vermicul i t e-containing produc t s
analyzed. A s b e s t o s was detected and the re sul t s were given to the EPA's
regional o f f i c e .
The regional o f f i c e did its own t e s t s , which also f o u n d asbe s to s in the
produc t s .
EPA's national headquarters then ordered add i t i ona l surveys and hired
Versar Inc., a consul t ing f i rm the EPA used 15 years ago to invest igate
vermiculite in consumer produc t s , to conduct the new t e s t s .
The f i n a l EPA report -- a combination o f Region 10' s and Versar ' s work
— was e xpe c t ed in early July. But a f t e r a July 6 meeting at agency
headquarters with members of the vermiculite industry, the EPA agreed
to do more te s t s and risk assessment.
The meet ing included senior EPA o f f i c i a l s ; s c i en t i s t s f r om Versar;
o f f i c e r s o f T h e Vermicu l i t e A s s o c i a t i o n ( T V A ) ; repre sentat ive s f r o m T h e
S c o t t s Co. and the S c h u n d l e r Co., two of the nation's large s t producers of
lawn and garden p r o d u c t s ; and r epre s en ta t ive s of W.R. Grace & Co. and
V i r g i n i a Vermi cu l i t e , who run the c o u n t r y ' s two large s t vermiculi te
mines.
EPA o f f i c i a l s gave the gathering a l i s t of the p r o d u c t s tested and where
they were purchased.
The group was not shy about express ing concern over EPA's methods.
"Based on comments made at the meeting, TVA has grave concerns that
the p lanned Versar report of the t e s t ing may i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y emphas iz e
Versar's few f i n d i n g s of asbestos and thus be misconstrued by the
public ," association President Michael Alien wrote on July 18 to J o h n
M e l o n e , direc tor o f t h e E P A ' s N a t i o n a l Program Chemical Division.
A l i e n l i s t ed questions about 16 areas of the t e s t ing.
The as soc iat ion was e s p e c i a l l y concerned over the EPA's admission that
the ana ly t i ca l results were "mixed," says Charl e s Simmons , a W a s h i n g t o n
lawyer who b r i e f l y was a spokesman for the United K i n g d o m - b a s e d
T V A .
"We interpreted this to mean that the agency is experiencing sub s tant ia l
d i f f i c u l t y in i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and q u a n t i f i c a t i o n " of the asbestos in the
vermicul i t e , Simmons said, but acknowledged that the EPA did not
provide its complete test results.
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Detai l s of the testing
Discus s ions with those f a m i l i a r with the t e s t i n g and a review of EPA
documents obtained by the P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r indicate the agency's
s c i en t i s t s are having no problem i d e n t i f y i n g or q u a n t i f y i n g asbes tos
de t e c t ed in the sample s .
Several methods of t e s t ing with increasing s e n s i t i v i t y - all long-accepted
procedures — were and are being used. But there was inconsi s tency in
some re sul t s .
For example, examination of vermiculite from one sample would detect
no asbes tos , but a subsequent analys i s of another sample f r om the same
bag would f i n d asbestos. Scient i s t s say these d i f f e r e n c e s are p a r t l y a
result of the non-homogenous nature of the produc t s . The asbestos is a
contaminant of some vermiculite ore, and the hazardous f i b e r s are not
u n i f o r m l y d i s t r i b u t e d in the material.
The level of asbestos in vermiculite will d i f f e r not only from mine to
mine, but a l so within the mines themselves .
"Human exposure to re sp irable asbes tos is a very serious concern,"
Simmons a d d e d , and cautioned: "Asbes to s is not expec t ed to be
associated with all vermiculite."
The existence alone of asbestos in a product does not present a serious
h e a l t h risk unles s those f i b e r s are inhaled or inge s t ed . So EPA
inve s t iga tor s in S e a t t l e and at Versar s imulated how consumers might use
vermiculite.
In a 10-foot-square, plas t i c- l ined room in a W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., suburb,
s c i e n t i s t s , wearing sensitive air f i l t e r s , emulated how a home gardener
would l ik e ly use vermiculite. Asbe s t o s f i b e r s , in some cases at r e l a t i v e l y
high l e v e l s , were f o u n d in microscopic examination of the air f i l t e r s .
A l t h o u g h the EPA is the lead agency in this s tudy, its f i n d i n g s — because
they deal with p r o d u c t s so ld in the marketplace and the heal th of workers
using vermiculite — would have to be acted upon by the Consumer
Product S a f e t y Commission and the Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h
Admini s t ra t i on .
N e i t h e r agency would p u b l i c l y di scus s its views on the t e s t i n g done thus
far, but several p e o p l e in OSHA and other sections of the Department of
Labor expres sed concern at what they characterized as a s u r p r i s i n g l y high
exposure threat to workers.
The EPA's role in t e s t i n g t h e p r o d u c t s i s authorized under th e T o x i c
Subs tance s Control Act, which was passed by Congress in the m i d - ' 7 0 s ,
said S t e p h e n J o h n s o n , E P A ' s d e p u t y a s s i s tant admini s t ra tor f o r t h e O f f i c e
of Prevention, Pes t i c ide s and T o x i c Subs tance s .
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"TSCA gives us broad authori ty to regulate chemicals such as asbes tos ,
lead and P C B s and so for th," J o h n s o n said.
"We could mandate l ab e l ing . We could l imi t or restrict the use of the
material . We could ban the material f r om use. There are prov i s i on s which
a l l o w us to i n i t i a t e a civil suit for an imminent hazard to deal with the
situation."
But the EPA's actions and those of C P S C and OSHA wil l depend on the
level of asbestos documented in the f i n a l report , s ome th ing he d e c l in ed to
d i s cu s s .
"Gener i ca l ly ," J o h n s o n sa id , "in the area of a d d i t i o n a l cancer risks, our
general benchmark for taking action is when we start to see numbers that
exceed one a d d i t i o n a l death per 100,000 to one in 1 mi l l i on . That's when
we become somewhat concerned. If we start to see numbers of one added
death in 1,000 to one in 10,000 for the general p o p u l a t i o n , then those
numbers are of real concern to us."

The debate over f i b e r s
S o m e in EPA and OSHA believe the industry's expec t ed attack on the
reports w i l l dust o f f the f r e q u e n t l y used indus t ry r e b u t t a l : The f i b e r s were
not a sbe s to s , but only look like asbestos.
The groundwork for th i s argument has been laid in a l e t t e r to M e l o n e
dated July 14 f r o m V i r g i n i a Vermicu l i t e , which is owned by Robert
S a n s o m , a former EPA associate admini s t ra tor and W h i t e H o u s e s t a f f
member under Ronald Reagan.
The 25-page package was to "provide ( M e l o n e ) with i n f o r m a t i o n on ' true
a sb e s t o s ' vs. ' n o n - a s b e s t i f o r m 1 . . . which can a l s o exist in a f i b e r - l i k e
form."
The l e t t e r a l so questioned a micro-pho tograph of a f i b e r handed out in the
July 6 meeting: " T h i s p a r t i c l e , according to the exper t s that t e s t i f i e d
b e f or e OSHA, is not an a s b e s t o s - type par t i c l e . "
A s b e s t o s is a generic term used to describe a number of n a t u r a l l y
occurring f i b r o u s minerals, i n c l u d i n g chryso t i l e , amosite, c r o c i d o l i t e ,
a n t h o p h y l l i t e , a c t i n o l i t e and tr emol i t e . All have been proved to cause
f a t a l di seases .
The asbes tos and stone indus tr ie s have long and, for the most part
s u c c e s s f u l l y , argued that six f i b e r s regulated by the government are the
only true asbestos. Phys i c ians who have treated a sbe s to s , vermicu l i t e and
t a l c miners and workers say if a f i b e r looks l i k e asbes tos and k i l l s l ike
asbe s to s , the government ought to r egu la t e it.
More than 37 m i l l i o n pound s of vermicul i t e are produced in the U n i t e d
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S t a t e s each year f r o m ore mined by Grace in S o u t h Caro l ina and V i r g i n i a
V e r m i c u l i t e in Louisa, Va., according to the U . S . G e o l o g i c a l Survey.
The ore is e x f o l i a t e d - heat-treated - which causes it to e x p a n d ,
p o p c o r n l i k e . There are 20 e x f o l i a t i n g p l a n t s in 13 s ta t e s , the USGS said ,
s e l l i n g processed vermiculi te to hundreds of companies in scores of
indus tr i e s .
In November , the P-I reported that vermiculite ore f r o m a now-closed
mine owned by Grace in Libby , Mont . , had caused asbe s to s-re la t ed
disease and deaths among miners and their f a m i l i e s for decades.
T h a t ore was sent to hundreds of e x f o l i a t i n g p l a n t s , where it caused more
f a t a l a sbe s to s-re lated disease.
The m a j o r uses of the product are in agr i cu l tural and hor t i cu l tural work,
as well as i n s u l a t i o n and construction.
T h o u s a n d s of workers — ranging f rom those who use vermiculi te as a
base for swimming p o o l s , to p la s t e r er s , cement mixers and i n s u l a t i o n
i n s t a l l e r s — are exposed to far greater amounts of vermiculi te than
hor t i cu l tura l workers.
OSHA dec l ined to comment p u b l i c l y on the EPA report and what the
f i n d i n g s might mean to other vermiculi te workers.
When the EPA releases this s tudy it w i l l be the f o u r t h time in 20 years the
agency reported on dangers of asbe s to s-contaminated vermiculi te to
consumers and workers.
Even though the f i r s t three inve s t i ga t i on s — 1980, 1985 and 1991 -
documented s i g n i f i c a n t risk of increased cancer f r o m exposure to the
t a i n t e d f e a t h e r - w e i g h t mineral, neither the EPA nor any other government
agency took action.
T h e s e s t ud i e s were among dozens of government r epor t s done on L i b b y
vermiculi te that the P-I reported la s t year were shelved and ignored by the
EPA.
An EPA spokeswoman wouldn't comment on why no action has been
taken, saying the agency' s in spec tor general i s i n v e s t i g a t i n g .

P-I reporter Carol Smith contributed to this story.
P-I senior national correspondent Andrew Schneider can be reached at
206-448-8218 or andrewschneider@seattle-pi.com

F i n d related a r t i c l e s : P r i n t e r - f r i e n d l y version
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W.R. Grace buys its old L i b b y mine, then bans EPAi n v e s t i g a t o r s f r o m it
Tuesday, July 25, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
The abandoned mine that caused the deaths and i l l n e s s e s of hundreds of
miners and their f a m i l i e s in Libby, Mont., has been bought again by its
l o n g t i m e owner, W.R. Grace & Co.
I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the purchase last week, Grace banned Environmental
Protection Agency investigators from the asbestos-contaminated site.
As EPA lawyers examine their op t i on s for regaining access to the site, the
agency's h ea l th exper t s are warning everyone who lived in Libby while
the mine was open that they may have been exposed to harmful amountsof asbestos.
In newspaper ads and radio broadcasts, the EPA
cited t e s t s for asbestos in the air taken by Grace in
1975 and for the EPA in 1980. Both t e s t s showed
high l e v e l s of asbestos in the center of the
northwestern Montana town, six miles f rom the
mine. The t e s t s were done during rainy
c o n d i t i o n s , which could a c tua l ly reduce the
amount of asbes tos f i b e r s in the air.
"We bel ieve these were not i so lated instances and that during dry
weather, during weather inversions over Libby and during p e r i o d s of high
production at the mine or processing areas, asbestos f i b e r counts could
have been much higher," the EPA n o t i f i c a t i o n s said.
"There f or e it is clear," the p u b l i c announcements continued, "that a
person was l i k e l y exposed to asbestos f i b e r s s i m p l y by l i v i n g in Libby."
The notice urged anyone l i v i n g in Libby for more than six months prior to
Jan. 31, 1990, to get tested for asbestos-related disease by their f a m i l y
p h y s i c i a n s or at a f r e e screening cl inic operated by the A g e n c y for T o x i c
S u b s t a n c e s and Disease Regis try.

U N C I V I LA C T I O N
Asbestos mining leaves adead ly legacy rrt Ubby, MT— and nationwide
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"We're running me no t i t i ca t i on s because we believe mat asbes tos
exposure f r o m the mine might have reached far more p e o p l e than
o r i g i n a l l y believed," says Paul Peronard, who has been coordinat ing the
EPA's emergency response team in Libby since the week a f t e r the S e a t t l e
P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r r epor t ed the h e a l t h prob l ems in November.
"Too many p e o p l e view thi s as a prob l em for the miners at the old
vermiculite operation," Peronard says. "Too many p e o p l e believe the only
ones g e t t i n g sick and d y i n g are the p e o p l e who worked there. T h a t c l ear ly
is not the case. We need to get everyone who l ived in the area when the
mine operated in for testing."
The P-I reported last year that dozens of miners' f a m i l y members were
k i l l e d or sickened by asbestos i s , lung cancer and mesothelioma. Many
more have since been added to the ca sual ty l i s t by the EPA and other
government researchers.
The L i n c o l n County H e a l t h Department in Libby reported las t week that
medical screening, started only recently, has already i d e n t i f i e d 48
non-occupational cases, the m a j o r i t y of them in f a m i l i e s of miners. Of
greater concern to P e r o n a r d ' s team and the other hea l th inve s t iga tor s is
that 18 of those cases were p e o p l e who had no f a m i l y connection to the
mine.
"The s e 18 look l ike their exposure may have come from j u s t l i v i n g in
L i b b y , and that's why we want everyone examined," Peronard says.
"There is a lot about that old vermiculite mine that we don't know."
For nearly s ix decades , the mine was the nation's larges t producer of
vermiculi te . The processed ore, ca l l ed Z o n o l i t e , was used in i n s u l a t i o n ,
lawn and garden p r o d u c t s and f i r e p r o o f i n g . M i l l i o n s of tons of the ore
was s h i p p e d across the country for proce s s ing at hundreds of p l a n t s . At
several of the p l a n t s , the P-I f ound that the work f or c e had been
decimated by asbes to s-related disease. The EPA is i n v e s t i g a t i n g all of the
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p l a n t s to see whether an asbestos hazard remains.
Grace closed the Libby mine in 1990, and three years la t er sold the
p r o p e r t y to Koot ena i Development Corp., which p lanned to d e v e l o p the
land into a hunt ing reserve and someday, the owners said, a hous ing
deve lopment .
Grace's action banning EPA from "old Zonol i t e Mountain" and the other
areas it repurchased is f r u s t r a t i n g the agency's e f f o r t s to c ompl e t e the
c l eanup of asbestos, Peronard says.
The move by Grace was surpr i s ing to some in l i g h t of the fa c t that the
company has repeat ed ly said it "takes its r e spon s i b i l i ty to the p e o p l e of
Libby seriously" and "will do everything p o s s i b l e to e x p e d i t e the
cleanup."
Last F r i d a y , j u s t days a f t e r Grace took ownership of the K o o t e n a i
Development Corp. property, the EPA received a letter from Grace's
lawyer David Cleary. The l e t t er said: "... the U S E P A and its
r epr e s en ta t iv e s , contractors, agents or gues t s are hereby f o r b i d d e n f r om
entering any KDC property."
W i l l i a m Corcoran, Grace ' s vice pres ident f or pub l i c and regulatory
a f f a i r s , says Grace ordered the f ed e ra l agents from the mine because the
company received a l e t t er f rom the EPA that it didn't l ike or unders tand.
"They sent us a l e t t e r the day be fore (we issued the ban) saying we had 24
hours to sign some sort of an agreement to give them access to the s i te
and we d idn' t know what that meant," Corcoran said. "So we sa id, 'We're
not going to sign your l e t t e r s . ' We want to know what access means."
The EPA l e t t e r to which Grace took umbrage appears f a i r l y clear as
government documents go. It t o ld Grace, the company re spons ib l e for the
asbestos contamination, that the EPA wants to enter the mine to s a m p l e
the s o i l , water and air and any other material d i s p o s e d of on the site. It
wants to store the asbestos-contaminated soil from the old Grace sites in
town and elsewhere on the mine proper ty and take "other actions deemed
necessary to protect human heal th and the environment."
Peronard said there was no th ing complex in the let ter.
"We s t i l l have a lot of inve s t igat ive work to do up there to determine the
risk that the mine site poses," he said. "We're s t i l l t rying to answer the
question of whether asbestos is s t i l l leaving the site. Is it b lowing around
up there? How far out does the asbes tos contamination occur? We have a
lot of work to do and the mine is the heart of the problem."
K e n n e t h Lund, a lawyer represent ing K D C / G r a c e , wrote to the EPA
saying the agency could take the asbestos-contaminated soil and haul it to
a hazardous-waste d i s p o s a l f a c i l i t y in S p o k a n e , or pay the company to
dump it on the old mine property.
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Peronard's only comment was, "We're not go ing to pay Grace a penny."

P-I senior national correspondent Andrew Schneider can be reached at
andrewschneider@seattle-vi.com or 206-448-8218.

F i n d related ar t i c l e s P r i n t e r - f r i e n d l y version-
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Gardens
F e a r s c a n f a d e u s ing p o t t i n g soil w i th p e r l i t e
Thursday, July 6, 2000
B y M A R I A N N E B I N E T T IS P E C I A L T O T H E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R
Q: I p l a n t e d some vegetable starts in a po t t ing- so i l mix and then
noticed that i t contained vermiculite. I've since heard vermiculite i sdangerous because of asbestos. There was no warning on the bag,
and I am wondering if all p o t t i n g soils contain asbestos and are
contaminated, and if my vegetables are s a f e to eat or should I throw
them out?
-- L.N., F e d e r a l Way
MB: Vermicu l i t e is a soil a d d i t i v e and s e ed- s t ar t ing medium that is
na tura l ly occurring. Recent t e s t s f o u n d tiny amounts of asbes tos f i b e r s in
some s a m p l e s . The danger of inha l ing these f i b e r s while u s ing
vermicul i t e is considered extremely s m a l l , but the p o t e n t i a l is there.
When using any medium containing vermiculi te , you can f u r t h e r
minimize the a lready t iny risk by k e ep ing it damp and using it outs ide.
Perl i t e is another soil a d d i t i v e that does the same job as vermicul i t e ,
l i g h t e n i n g and a d d i n g air to the soil. So if you are concerned, choose a
p o t t i n g soil that uses p e r l i t e (small white rocks) instead of vermicul i t e ,
which looks l ike tan, s i l v e r - f l e c k e d rocks.
Q: I am s t i l l waiting for you to send me a book. I sent in a gardening
tip for you to use last summer when you were working on your new
book. I see the book "Easy Answers" is in the bookstores, but I have
s t i l l not received my free , signed copy. Many thanks.
-- S.S., Shore l in e
MB: My a p o l o g i e s , and I'l l send you a free book anyway, but
u n f o r t u n a t e l y not everyone that sent in a tip won a book. Free books were
sent to the more than 50 readers whose t i p s and garden g o o f s pas sed the
e d i t i n g proces s and were used. It is my f a u l t for not making that p o i n t
clearer. Anyone wanting a s igned, p er sonal i z ed copy of "Easy Answers
for Great Gardens: 500 T i p s , Technique s and O u t l a n d i s h I d e a s " can send
$16 to "Easy Answers" P.O. Box 872, Enumclaw, WA 98022. (You also
can send $22 for each of my other new books, "Perennials for

M
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W a s h i n g t o n and Oregon" and "Annual s for W a s h i n g t o n and Oregon.")
Q: The so-called "soil" around our new home is clay or hardpan and
almost impenetrable to water, or even a pick ax. The lawn seems to
do OK, and there are some rhododendrons that are thriving. Can
you suggest any other f l o w e r s and decorative bushes that will grow in
such a si tuation? A l s o , our street is named "Windswep t Lane" and it
lives up to its name.
-- W.S., S i l v e r d a l e
MB: Look on the bright side. C l a y soil is u s u a l l y f e r t i l e and also is a soil
you can t ran s f o rm in j u s t a few months by a d d i n g organic matter. Layer
l o t s and l o t s o f grass c l i p p i n g s , peat moss, f a l l e n leaves, even c o f f e e
grounds and banana p e e l s on top of the spot where you want to grow
f l o w e r s and by f a l l the clay below should be loosened up and easier to
work. A d d i n g more mulch and compost th i s winter and s p r i n g w i l l
t r a n s f o r m your soil by next summer. In the meantime, garden in p o t s , or
p l a n t c l a y - t o l e r a n t bee balm, l y c h n i s , f o x g l o v e s and century p l a n t .

On Tuesday Marianne Binetti will teach a one-night class from 6:30 to
9:30 on "The ABC's of Flower Growing" through Green River
Community College at its Enumclaw campus. Class fee is $29. Call
253-288-3400 to register.
Binetti is a free-lance garden writer based in Enumclaw. Her column
appears Thursdays in the P-I. Send questions to: Ask Marianne, P.O. Box
872-PI, Enumclaw, WA 98022. Selected questions will be addressed on
the P-I garden pages each week.
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How th e c ompany tried t o d i s c r e d i t U.S. s t u d y
Thursday, June 22, 2000
By A N D R E W SCHNEIDER H
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R S E N I O R N A T I O N A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T
WASHINGTON — Two decades ago, a U.S. government s tudy concluded
that workers at R.T. V a n d e r b i l t Co. ta l c mines were dying f r om
asbe s to s-re lated disease.
But an unauthorized co l labora t ion between V a n d e r b i l t and two
government s c i ent i s t s tried to di scredi t the s t u d y , and i n f l u e n c e d a f ed era l
agency to abandon e f f o r t s to regulate the asbes tos f i b e r s f o u n d in the talc .
Even though the s c i en t i s t s were u l t i m a t e l y d i s c i p l i n e d for their
unreported r e l a t i o n s h i p with V a n d e r b i l t and l e f t their government j o b s ,
the renegade report they produced is s t i l l hindering e f f o r t s to pro t e c t
workers and consumers, heal th o f f i c i a l s say.
In 1980, th e N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e f o r Occupational S a f e t y and H e a l t h
p u b l i s h e d a s t udy examining the h ea l th of miners and m i l l e r s in the ta lc
mines around Gouverneur, N.Y. It documented hea l th p r o b l e m s caused
by two forms of asbestos — t r emol i t e and a n t h o p h y l l i t e - and a
s igni f i cant increase in asbestos-related diseases. - —-
The agency, r e s p o n d i n g to a request for a h e a l t h hazards eva lua t i on f rom
the ta l c miners and their union, used company records to i d e n t i f y 710
men who worked with the ore between 1947 and 1978. NIOSH found the
death rate from non-malignant respiratory disease in that group to be
almost three times higher than what was e xp e c t ed . Lung cancer cases
occurred at twice the expec t ed rate.
" T h i s means that it was very u n l i k e l y that an excess of deaths that large
would have occurred by chance," Dr. Elizabeth Ward of the agency's
Divis ion o f S u r v e i l l a n c e , Hazard Eva lua t i on s , and F i e l d S t u d i e s said la s t
week.
"We continue to bel ieve that these are val id s c i e n t i f i c reports ," she added.
"NIOSH's p o s i t i o n on these s tud i e s was there was asbe s to s in the talc ,"
Ward said. "I'm not sure what more I can say."

A S H E S ' 1t h e f o r p t t e
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Now, 20 years later, NIOSH stands by its s tudie s .
Dr. J o h n Dement, who headed the NIOSH team do ing the V a n d e r b i l t
s t ud i e s , says he hasn't "backed down at all.
"There's a lot of semantics being p l a y e d again in regard to the d e f i n i t i o n
o f a sbe s to s , b u t t h e lung a n d ( i t s l i n i n g ) d o e s n ' t care about what i t ' s
c a l l e d . T h a t mine has asbestos f i b e r s of b i o l og i ca l s i g n i f i c a n c e which
have caused and most l i k e l y , continue to cause, hea l th prob l ems for the W H i l i i i i
miners and others exposed to them," says Dement, now a Duke
U n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r . He s t i l l s p e c i a l i z e s in occupat ional s a f e t y and h ea l thresearch.
V a n d e r b i l t denounced the s tud i e s when they were p u b l i s h e d , and s t i l l
does today.
The s tud i e s were incorrect, f l a w e d and crit ic ized by the NIOSH's own
s c i e n t i s t s , says J o h n K e l s e , V a n d e r b i l t ' s corporate risk manager.
The part about the internal cr i t i c i sm is true.
I n 1986, J o h n Gamble , a n e p i d e m i o l o g i s t assigned t o N I O S H ' s Divis ion
of Resp ira tory Disease S t u d i e s in Morgan town, W . V a . , crit icized the
a g e n c y ' s 1980 s tudy.
But the f a c t s behind his cr i t i c i sm launched an i n v e s t i g a t i o n by NIOSH
Executive O f f i c e r Larry S p a r k s and the in spe c tor general for the
Department of H e a l t h and Human Service s .
The inve s t i ga t or s said they f o u n d "frequent p r i v a t e v i s i t s and contacts"
between V a n d e r b i l t o f f i c i a l s and Gamble and Bob G l e n n , who headed the
re sp ira tory di sease divi s ion. The i n v e s t i g a t o r s ' report said
"compl imentary meals and travel" were ac c ep t ed , and there was an
"enormous, cont inuing c o n f l i c t of interest" that ta inted the work done byGambl e and Glenn.
The i n v e s t i g a t o r s examined what they termed a "private" four-year
r e l a t i o n s h i p between a h a n d f u l o f NIOSH s c i e n t i s t s and V a n d e r b i l t
o f f i c i a l s , i n c l u d i n g H u g h V a n d e r b i l t , t h e company pre s id en t . T h e y
documented scores of l e t t er s and more then 14 meetings — many l a s t i n g a
f u l l work day — that senior NIOSH o f f i c i a l s knew no th ing about.
The d i s c u s s i o n s began in 1984 when V a n d e r b i l t o f f i c i a l s contacted
Gambl e to expres s concerns over the 1980 report and its impact on the
d e f i n i t i o n o f asbes tos that the Occupat ional S a f e t y and H e a l t h
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n was about to make into law, NIOSH documents showed.
T h i s " p r o j e c t " w a s " i n t e n t i o n a l l y concealed" f r o m N I O S H s t a f f a n d i t s
director, the inve s t iga t or s de t ermined, a d d i n g that there was no research
protoco l and there was no peer review. The t r a d i t i o n in NIOSH and other
government agencies for researchers to share i n f o r m a t i o n and seek
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o p i n i o n s f r om other s c i en t i s t s a p p a r e n t l y never h a p p e n e d .
S i n c e it was unauthorized, the e p i d e m i o l o g i s t ' s work would be of no
value to V a n d e r b i l t i f i t wasn' t made pub l i c . So, according to the
inve s t iga t or s , members of the Morgantown lab "deve loped a s trategy" to
have V a n d e r b i l t request a H e a l t h Hazard Eva lua t i on to u p d a t e the cri t ical
1980 s tudy. G l e n n assigned the job to Gamble , who had been p r i v a t e l y
meeting with V a n d e r b i l t .
Just two weeks a f t e r being given the a s s ignment , Gamble submit t ed a
"preliminary" 22-page report with 47 references to Glenn. It criticized
most N I O S H ' s f i n d i n g s i n t h e original V a n d e r b i l t s tudy.
On July 8, 1986, even before the report was submi t t ed , Vanderbilt's K e l s e
contacted G l e n n , requesting a copy, the inve s t iga t or s f o u n d .
Other NIOSH sc i en t i s t s raised concerns over how the report was done.
R e g u l a t i o n s say an evaluation of th i s t y p e must have inpu t f r om not only
the company, but also f rom the union and other concerned government
agencies.
"All i n f o r m a t i o n used by the inve s t iga tor s was s u p p l i e d s o l e l y and
d i r e c t l y by V a n d e r b i l t or its consul tants ," the report said.
I t a l s o l i s t e d other t r oub l ing departure s f rom p o l i c y , i n c l u d i n g Gamble
b y p a s s i n g the chain of command and repor t ing d i r e c t l y to Glenn.
About the same time — J u n e 17, 1986 — OSHA issued a new s tandard
which d e f i n e d t r emo l i t e and a n t h o p h y l l i t e as asbestos — the same f i b e r s
f o u n d in NIOSH's 1980 s tudy as the l i k e l y cause of the death and i l l n e s s
o f V a n d e r b i l t ' s miners.

Three days later, V a n d e r b i l t f i l e d a cha l l enge for review in the U . S . Court
o f A p p e a l s . A l m o s t i m m e d i a t e l y , V a n d e r b i l t ' s K e l s e wrote t o Gamble ,
saying that his s t u d y was "the best hope" in the c o m p a n y ' s e f f o r t to
overturn th e OSHA standard.
I t w a s J u l y 1 , 1986, when D r . Donald M i l l a r , N I O S H ' s director, f i r s t
learned of the unsanctioned s tudy. T h a t morning, H u g h V a n d e r b i l t and a
lawyer showed up at the agency's A t l a n t a headquarters to p i ck up the
s tudy and the s u p p o r t i n g memos under a Freedom of I n f o r m a t i o n Act
request. G l e n n had hand-carried the material to A t l a n t a so V a n d e r b i l t
could get it quickly.
In December 1987, M i l l a r was ca l l ed by Labor Secr e tary W i l l i a m Brock,
who said he had met with V a n d e r b i l t o f f i c i a l s . He wanted to know why
OSHA had not been t o l d about Gamble's s t u d y and questioned what
NIOSH's p o s i t i o n was on its 1980 report and how it was d e f i n i n g
asbestos.
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M i l l a r qu i ck ly wrote to OSHA, saying that "the NIOSH d e f i n i t i o n and
p o l i c y r egard ing asbestos has not changed."
On J u n e 8, 1992, OSHA decided to e l iminate the part of its s t a n d a r d s
which would have regulated the asbestos f ound in Vanderbilt's mine,
based in part on "certain NIOSH s t a f f memos which have recent ly been
brought to its attention."
One NIOSH o f f i c i a l characterized the impact o f the " s p o o n - f e d s tudy"
accepted by OSHA as "a bell that couldn't be unrung."
In the conclus ion to its report , the inve s t iga t or s wrote:
"Based on their i n a p p r o p r i a t e actions in the course of p u r s u i n g the s tud i e s
of workers employed by the R.T. V a n d e r b i l t Co., a p p r o p r i a t e d i s c i p l i n a r y
action is being taken."
G l e n n said thi s week that neither he nor Gamble was "f ired or let go."
"Let ' s say the s c i e n t i f i c views by some in NIOSH d i f f e r e d with others,
i n c l u d i n g ours. I thought that ' s what s c i e n t i s t s were s u p p o s e to do. You
know, debate and argue."
Gamble could not be reached for comment.
J o h n K e l s e , director o f risk management for V a n d e r b i l t , said ye s t e rday:
"It was an internal c o n f l i c t . If you want to have a good s t u d y done, the
company has to be involved. How can you have your p l a n t s t u d i e d if
you're not part of the proces s? I don't s ee that as any c o n f l i c t o f interest."
M i l l a r convened a "board of s c i e n t i f i c counselors" to review the the s tudy
that V a n d e r b i l t wanted released so b a d l y . The board concluded that the
" u p d a t e d s t u d y s u p p o r t s the f i n d i n g of an excess risk for lung cancer and
non-malignant respiratory disease which was observed in these workers
by NIOSH researchers in 1980."
G l e n n said the s t u d y that he and Gambl e did wasn't unauthorized nor was
there a c o n f l i c t of in t ere s t , "but I r e a l l y don't want to go into all the
d e t a i l s . "
When asked how he balanced his, Gamble' s and Vanderbi l t ' s views that
there wasn't harmful asbestos in the talc with the documented cases of
hundreds of miners being sickened and k i l l e d by a sbe s t o s , he answered:
" I ' d have t o s e e t h e medical s tud i e s , b u t I ' m n o t a doctor."
N e i t h e r OSHA nor the Mine S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has made
any e f f o r t to change the controversial r u l i n g , which has left the miners
without h e l p f or decades.
"The f a c t that these f i b e r s , which are r e s p i r a b l e , can get into the lung s ,
can cause di sease , but are not r e g u l a t e d , means that these miners and the
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p e o p l e who use their produc t s are not being pro t e c t ed under f e d e r a l
s tandards as they should be," says Dr. Richard Lemen, a former associate
director of NIOSH and a former a s s i s t an t surgeon general who teaches at
Emory University.
" A l t h o u g h OSHA has not f o r m a l l y announced that it i n t e n d s to reopen
the record for f u r t h e r rulemaking, it is c l o s e l y monitoring the
t o x i c o l o g i c a l data and hazard i n f o r m a t i o n on asbes tos and other mineral
f i b e r s . If these data indica t e that workers may be at s i g n i f i c a n t risk of
material impairment of heal th , OSHA wil l in i t i a t e rule making," an
agency spoke sp er s on said yesterday.
Lemon said t h e e f f e c t o f G a m b l e ' s s tudy o n N I O S H s c i e n t i s t s ' des ire f o r
c r ed i b l e and unbiased research "should not be undere s t imated ."
"It was indeed a low po int to the morale of the i n s t i t u t e , but at the same
time a very s i g n i f i c a n t event as the i n s t i t u t e took quick s t e p s to assure
such behavior would not recur," Lemen said.
N e v e r t h e l e s s , miners in all mines that have asbe s to s as a contaminant —
i n c l u d i n g ta l c , vermicul i te and taconi te — continue to work under h e a l t h
r e g u l a t i o n s that f a i l to take the contested f i b e r s into account.

P-I senior national correspondent Andrew Schneider can be reached at
206-448-8218 or andrewschneider@seattle-pi. com
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G e n e r a t i o n s o f miners were f i b e r ' s v i c t ims
AS B E SItlie f f l f f l o t t e

f|S|: Thursday, June 22, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R I S !
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R S E N I O R N A T I O N A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T

©2000 S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r
G O U V E R N E U R , N.Y. - The tombs tones o f T a l c v i l l e and Balmat and
H a i l e s v i l l e t e l l t h e story.

g Beneath them lie generat ions of t a l c miners, and the numbers carved in
the marble and granite stones show that generat ions here run short. Many
of the men who took their l i v i n g f r o m th i s s o f t whi te rock died young —
in th e i r l a t e 40s and 50s.
M i n i n g has a lways been a
p e r i l o u s p r o f e s s i o n , but f ew of
these men died f r om caved-in
s h a f t s or runaway ore cars or
any of the m u l t i t u d e of a c c id en t s
that torment humans ex trac t ing
mineral s f r o m the earth.

' ! cost ^doctor ' '

' ; t o ciiscreciit U

A : s m a l l : Q r o u jiphysic ians ist o t : h a n g e . ' t h to f ' a s b > e s t b s - i

Far more of them died the
e x cruc ia t ing death o f s u f f o c a t i o n
— f r om l u n g s made u s e l e s s l y
rig id by scarring f r om d e e p l y
embedded mineral f i b e r s , l u n g s
with cancerous tumors, l u n g s
f i l l e d with m u d d y - y e l l o w f l u i d
the cons i s t ency of honey. Lungs
that could no l onger absorb
l i f e - g i v i n g air.
The f i b e r s that did th i s are the
same f i b e r s t h e government f o u n d th i s month in crayons. That ' s because
most o f t h e n a t i o n ' s t o p crayon makers p u t ta l c f r o m T h e R . T . V a n d e r b i l t
Co. mines here in the ir produc t s . j M i n e wants;
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The P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r r epor t ed la s t month that t e s t s commissioned by the
n e w s p a p e r had f o u n d asbestos in three major brands of crayons. Two
weeks ago, a f t e r the Consumer Product S a f e t y Commis s i on conducted i t s
own t e s t s , the agency urged crayon makers to e l i m i n a t e t a l c f r o m their
p r o d u c t s . The three major manufac turer s agreed to do so wi thin a year. ^ s i e l f l W f a d
V a n d e r b i l t i n s i s t s that the f i b e r s in it s t a l c are not asbes tos . The
O c c u p a t i o n a l S a f e t y and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n agrees, d e s p i t e t h e f a c t
that doc tor s say the f i b e r s have the same chemical c o m p o s i t i o n and shape
as asbes tos .
S p e n d i n g even a short time in St. Lawrence County makes it clear that
whatever the f i b e r s are c a l l e d , they are dangerous to miners.
Many of the houses t e l l the same story as the graves tones:
K i t c h e n t a b l e s bear baskets f u l l o f p i l l s — unle s s the g r a n d k i d s are
v i s i t i n g , and the p i l l s are shoved out of reach.
C y l i n d e r s of oxygen and c o i l s of t u b i n g can o f t e n be f o u n d b e s id e the
bed, or next to the best armchair in the l i v i n g room.
T h e s e men have the same disease that has been k i l l i n g the miners and
m i l l e r s of ta l c for years. Doctors say the cause is asbestos.
V a n d e r b i l t says i t ' s a n y t h i n g but.
"There have been many claims of f i n d i n g asbestos in our mines, but when
we 've been able t o analyze those c la ims , we 'v e no t been able t o conf irm
i t , " said J o h n K e l s e , manager o f V a n d e r b i l t ' s Corpora t e Risk Management
Department .
"There is no a s b e s t i f o r m — a n t h o p h y l l i t e or t r e m o l i t e . T h e r e are
t r a n s i t i o n a l f i b e r s which can be described as a s b e s t i f o r m , and we
w o u l d n ' t argue wi th that. A r e those t h i n g s cons idered asbes tos? N o . A n d
more i m p o r t a n t l y , do they pose the same t y p e of risk as asbes tos? The
data that we have says they do not."
K e l s e , w h o sounded weary from decades o f e x p l a i n i n g V a n d e r b i l t ' s
p o s i t i o n , said ye s t e rday he has "stacks of boxes f i l l e d with s t u d i e s and
r e p o r t s showing the t a l c contains no asbestos." D e s p i t e repeated requests,
t h i s material was not made a v a i l a b l e to the P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r .
The Syracu s e law f i r m of S e t r i g h t & Long s t r e e t sp ent years g a t h e r i n g
d e p o s i t i o n s and other evidence on b e h a l f of 139 t a l c - c o u n t r y miners or
the heirs of miners who died f r o m a s b e s t o s - r e la t ed d i s ea s e s .
A j u r y w i l l never get to weigh the evidence or hear the miners ' s tories .
Last year, the New York Supreme Court ruled that the min ing companie s
cannot be sued because state law requires c la ims to be h a n d l e d through
worker s ' compensat ion.
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The P-I f o u n d hundreds of such c l a i m s , in which t a l c workers were f o u n d
to have work-related r e sp i ra t o ry d i s a b i l i t i e s .
A f o o t - h i g h stack of the document s - a u t o p s y report s , medical records,
p a t h o l o g y s t u d i e s and death c e r t i f i c a t e s — show that miners, m i l l e r s and
mine supervi sor s have died or are d y i n g f r o m d i s ea s e caused by f i b e r s ~
m o s t l y asbes tos — in their lungs .
The d e p o s i t i o n s , medical records and company documents show repeated
e x a m p l e s of company doctors t e l l i n g workers for years that they were
h e a l t h y , when X-rays locked away in company f i l e s showed l u n g s f i l l e d
wi th asbe s to s or tumors. If the miners had known t h i s medical
i n f o r m a t i o n , they could have ha l t ed the d e a d l y e xpo sur e s , doc t or s say.
" W e p r o b a b l y d i d n ' t be l i eve that t h e X-rays showed asbe s to s i s , " K e l s e
said when asked why the company w i t h h e l d the i n f o r m a t i o n . "You can' t
do mineral a n a l y s i s on an X-ray."
Other s t a t emen t s showed Vanderb i l t ' s c o n t i n u i n g assurances t o i t s
workers that there was no asbes to s in the t a l c . But in t e r sp er s ed are
company l e t t e r s and repor t s t o u t i n g the value and var i e ty of the
a s b e s t o s - c o n t a i n i n g p r o d u c t s i t s o l d .
S u r v i v i n g is not easy
W h i l e t h e court d e p o s i t i o n s g r a p h i c a l l y document th e med i ca l p l i g h t o f
the miners, the true magnitude of the pain i n f l i c t e d on these f a m i l i e s is far
more a p p a r e n t s i t t i n g across a ki tchen t a b l e .
If Norman Rockwell wa s s t i l l searching f or images that cap ture th e s p i r i t
of the nat ion, Herb and Margaret C o n k l i n would be great m o d e l s .
An American f l a g hangs f rom a p o l e in a driveway covered wi th whi t e
t a i l i n g s f r o m the mine. Behind the p r i s t i n e , c a r e f u l l y kept house are two
large , d i l a p i d a t e d barns.
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C o n k l i n is one who did not die
young. But his l a t e r years have been
f i l l e d with s u f f e r i n g .
"I worked in the mines for 30 years
to the day," says C o n k l i n , who is
77. He ran a rock crusher, drove ore
cars, f i x e d heavy machinery.21A d o c t o r in 1990 t o l d H e r b e r t C o n k l i n , 77, r i g h t ,t h a t he had t a l c o s i s , an i n c u r a b l e c o n d i t i o n . "I did about every th ing that couldC o n k l i n and his w i f e , M a r g a r e t , 72, had not i c ed u j t f h m ; n p s f l n f i oi l n f i t inthe p r o b l e m in 1987. C o n k l i n worked at the be aone at tne mlneS ana all Ot It m

G o u v e r n e u r Talc Co., a s u b s i d i a r y of R.T. dust SO heavy you sometimes
V a n d e r b i l t C o . i n B a l m a t , N . Y . , f o r 3 0 years. A r n n 1 H n ' f S P P 1 f ) f p p t " h e r e r a l kbowl of m e d i c i n e is a constant r eminder of his C O U i a n I see l U i e e i , ne r e c a l l s .i l l n e s s .Renee C. Byer/P-l 1,̂ , , • , ., , . f* T h e y c la imed the dust was s a f e ,
n o n - a s b e s t i f o r m . V a n d e r b i l t c a l l e d i t n o n - f i b r o u s , n o t h i n g that would
harm us. T h e y p o s t e d s igns on the b u l l e t i n board s a y i n g the government
doc t or s , t h e guys f r om NIOSH, were wrong, that i t wa sn ' t dangerous," h e
says.
He r e c a l l s a l a t e a f t e r n o o n in one of the b u i l d i n g s away f r o m the d u s t i e s t
areas of the mine and m i l l .
"The sun had d r o p p e d low enough to shine t hough one of the d i r t y
windows," he says, "and the sunbeam c u t t i n g across the room was t h i c k
with f i n e p a r t i c l e s o f dust.
"It scared me because I knew there was asbe s to s in that dus t . The
company knew it and they tried to hush it up every time the government
mine i n s p e c t o r s came up."
He and other miners interviewed were c r i t i ca l of mine i n s p e c t o r s for
be ing too cozy with V a n d e r b i l t .
" T h e y a l w a y s c a l l e d two or three days b e f o r e th ey came out to t e l l the
company they were on the way and for the next two or three days we
s h o v e l e d , swep t and wet down all the dus t we could f i n d , " C o n k l i n s a id ,
f i n g e r i n g a brown p i l l b o t t l e .
It was 1978 when he real ized j u s t how much he had been harmed.
"I was c l i m b i n g up a l a d d e r to work on the roof of the barn and all of a
sudden, I couldn't breathe. I j u s t held on knowing that the asbestos had
g o t t e n me," he says, p a t t i n g the hand of his w i f e of 53 years.
The C o n k l i n s ' l i v e s and f u t u r e changed. The 35 cows that he and
Margaret had mi lk ed twice a day, and were to p r o v i d e enough to l i v e on
when he r e t i r ed , were soon s o l d .
He lowers his head, raises his t h i c k g la s s e s and rubs his eyes. Margaret
c l u t c h e s hi s arm a l i t t le t i g h t e r .
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C o n k l i n says he' s not go ing to le t anger burn him out, but the anger i s
always there.
" I t w a s wrong. I f V a n d e r b i l t d i d n ' t care enough about i t s workers, w h y
didn' t the government s t e p in? Everything got t ied up over what the
company c a l l e d th e f i b e r s . It d idn ' t matter what they c a l l e d i t , i t wa s
dangerous.
"It is k i l l i n g us."
F i n g e r s t e l l the tale
About a mi l e away, on the main street of Edward s , down f r o m the one
store and t i n y c a f e , two other V a n d e r b i l t veterans sit in an immacula t e
l i v i n g room and compare notes on l i f e in the mine.

C h a r l i e M i n c k l e r s p en t a lmos t h a l f o f hi s 65
years working f o r V a n d e r b i l t . B i l l F u l l e r , w h o
is 68, did more than 26 years at the same
company and a t St. Joe ' s , a zinc mine across
the road.
As a y e l l o w canary looked on f r o m its cage,

N.Y., worked at the G o u v e r n e u r they tried to recall the young men they s tarted
T a l c Co., a s u b s i d i a r y o f R.T. , , , „,:„„„ w:th H p r n H p s p a r l WVanderbil t Co. in Baimat , N.Y., unti l a t t n e mines wi"1 decades ear l i er .
1989, when he underwent a
w^dln thSe S S S , ' A f e r a l i ta*y O f " H e ' S d e a d ' " " H e ' S g ° n e > " a n d

he had a lung di s ea s e by the " N o p e , he pa s s ed al so," the men became quiet.curving o f h i s f i n g e r n a i l s .Renee C. Byer/P-l " I guess I ' m lucky," M i n c k l e r says i n a s o f t b u t
raspy voice. "Of the 52 guys I began with at the mine, all but three are
dead and most of them died young, in th e i r 40s and 50s.
"Cancer took a bunch o f them. The rest j u s t cou ldn' t breathe."
T h e y t a l k about other acquaintances who must use tanks of oxygen to
make it through the day.
"Once they get on that oxygen, they won't be around much longer,"
M i n c k l e r says, s h a k i n g hi s head s a d l y .
As the two old f r i e n d s used the ir prec ious breath to t e l l s t or i e s , they
compared notes on the pr ivat e angui sh of b e ing unable to suck in a chest
f u l l o f air.
"I used to be able to mow my lawn in 20 minutes," M i n c k l e r sa id . "Now,
i f I ' m lu cky a n d i t ' s n o t t o o hot, i t c a n take f o u r hours."
F u l l e r d o e sn ' t even t ry t o do a n y t h i n g strenuous.
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"I can' t walk to the window without s t o p p i n g , " he says , "and that ' s no way
for a man to live."
Like C o n k l i n , they target their anger at both V a n d e r b i l t and the
government.

"We know why V a n d e r b i l t l i e d about the
danger. It would be bad for bus ines s and no one
would work for them," says F u l l e r . "But what
about t h e government? W h y d o n ' t they care?
T h i s a sbe s to s , or whatever V a n d e r b i l t wants to
cal l it, is not a secret. The graveyards are f i l l e d
with p r o o f that those f i b e r s are dangerous."
W h a t sparks the ir f u r y more than a n y t h i n g , they
say, i s that company doc tor s hid the i l l n e s s f r om
them.

B i l l F u l l e r , 6 8 , w h o worked i n t h e " l t wasn<l a s i f they d i d n ' 1 k n O W ' " M i n c k l e r S a i d .t a l c p i t o f t h e G o u v e m e u r T a l c " H e l l , j u s t l ook a t o u r f i n g e r s . T h e y ' r e c lubb ed .
m e d i c a i d e v i c e tha t f o r c e s ' 6 E v e r y b o d y ' s a r e l i k e tha t . I t ' s a s ign t h e l u n g s
oxygen t o h i s l u n g s , h e l p i n g h i m a r e n ' t W o r k i n g . "t o breathe. He uses thea p p l i a n c e every s i x hours. F u l l e rhas an i n c u r a b l e lung d i s ea s e , C l u b b i n g , a bu lbou s d i s t o r t i o n o f the f i n g e r t i p s
±dow withoSfs^opptg'" t h S a n d n a i l s > i s caused by a P r o l o n g e d s tate ofRenee c. Byer/p-i inadequate o xygena t i on . A s b e s t o s s p e c i a l i s t s say
i t ' s rare t oday a n d u s u a l l y on ly f o u n d when there h a s been poor medical
treatment or no treatment.
" T h e y knew we were sick. We took company p h y s i c a l s every year,"
M i n c k l e r says. " T h e y knew whose l u n g s were sho t , bu t they wouldn' t t e l l
us and they wouldn't send us to a s p e c i a l i s t . "
Local doctors miss signs
M o s t of the a sb e s t o s d i s ea s e cases were not reported to workers by
c o m p a n y doc t or s or d i a g n o s e d by other p h y s i c i a n s in the county.
W h e n d e t e r i o r a t i n g h ea l th and increas ing d i f f i c u l t y b r ea th ing forc ed th e
miners and m i l l e r s to seek other o p i n i o n s , u s u a l l y at the ir own expense at
medical centers f a r o u t s i d e S t . Lawrence C o u n t y , p h y s i c i a n s o f t e n
q u i c k l y d i a g n o s e d a s b e s t o s i s , l u n g cancer and other s i g n i f i c a n t
re sp ira tory impairment .
One l o c a l doc tor d id f i n d the d i s ea s e , and s u f f e r e d f or h i s e f f o r t s .
Dr. George W i n e b u r g h , a r a d i o l o g i s t , s tood up for the sick miners. He
showed that scores of p a t i e n t s d i a g n o s e d as s u f f e r i n g f r o m emphys ema
a c t u a l l y had a sb e s t o s i s .
Even t h o u g h the s tate h e a l t h d epar tmen t c o n f i r m e d hi s f i n d i n g s , by the
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end of his f i r s t year on the j o b , W i n e b u r g h f o u n d h i m s e l f f i r e d as the
r a d i o l o g i s t at a community h o s p i t a l in the heart of t a l c country. (See
a c c o m p a n y i n g s t o r y . )
' A s b e s t o s b y a n y s tandard '
Dr. J e r r o l d Abraham is director of environmental and o c cupa t i ona l
p a t h o l o g y at U p s t a t e Medica l U n i v e r s i t y in S y r a c u s e and has f o u g h t the
b a t t l e over asbe s to s in ta l c for years.

H i s c l u t t e r ed o f f i c e i n t h e c rowded,
red-brick p a t h o l o g y d epar tment i s
p r o b a b l y o n e o f t h e w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t
s torehouses of k n o w l e d g e on the
h e a l t h e f f e c t s o f t h e f i n e white
powder.
The two rooms house an e c l e c t i c

__ ac cumula t i on o f v o l u m i n o u s f i l e
Dr. Jerro ld Abraham^ a p a t h c T o g i s t a t U p s t a t e f o l d e r s , O v e r f i l l e d c ab in e t s ,
S S e U r r S I ^ ^ ' f o

N r ! i r t o U f l h t f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g s h e l v e s br immingRenee c. Byer/p-i with medical chart s , death
c e r t i f i c a t e s , s t u d i e s on ta l c go ing back to the 1 920s, and hundred s of
s l i d e s with the s l i v e r s of organs of miners.
"It doesn't bother me that V a n d e r b i l t can get away wi th not c a l l i n g the
f i b e r s what they are — asbestos," Abraham says. "What s hou ld bother
everyone i s that V a n d e r b i l t and the government say they're not h a r m f u l . "
Vanderbil t ' s K e l s e , who a c k n o w l e d g e s that Abraham is "a good
p a t h o l o g i s t , " says, " V a n d e r b i l t has never said that overexposure to our
t a l c o r anyone e l s e ' s t a l c i s s a f e . I t i s n ' t . T a l c o s i s i s d i f f e r e n t f rom
a sb e s t o s i s . But there ' s not much d i f f e r e n c e in the X-rays."
Abraham peers over the top of his g l a s s e s at a dozen m i c r o p h o t o g r a p h s
spread a t o p a l o n g tab l e .
" T h e s e are f i b e r s f r o m the m i l l at V a n d e r b i l t mine," he says, h o l d i n g a
p h o t o up.
" T h i s is f r om the l u n g of a V a n d e r b i l t miner," he says, reaching for
another. "They're i d e n t i c a l . Anyone can s e e tha t . My f i n d i n g s in
reviewing the a u t o p s y l u n g t i s sue s of these miners show d i s ea s e
a t t r i b u t e d to asbes tos by any competent medical s t a n d a r d . You get OSHA
a n d t h e mine i n s p e c t o r s t o s a y w h y they d o n ' t b e l i e v e i t ' s asbestos."
V a n d e r b i l t f i g h t s hard
"Our p o s i t i o n , " K e l s e said y e s t e r d a y , "has a l w a y s been j u s t c a l l the s t u f f
what i t i s . W h a t e v e r the h e a l t h e f f e c t that ' s d emons t ra t ed as a resul t o f
overexpo sure to these f i b e r s , you r e g u l a t e it and control it to avoid t ho s e
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h e a l t h problems."
But r e g u l a t i o n i s p r e c i s e l y what V a n d e r b i l t has been f i g h t i n g for decades.
In a 1983 l e t t e r to the Department of Labor, lawyers for V a n d e r b i l t
c h a l l e n g e d O S H A ' s acceptance o f N I O S H ' s de t erminat ion that a sbe s to s i n
their mine was t r e m o l i t e and was harming the h e a l t h of the miners.
O S H A ' s d e c i s i on "por t end s d i sa s t rou s economic consequences," t h e l e t t e r
said.
"If such t a l c s are go ing to be considered as asbe s to s both the paint and
ceramic t i l e i n d u s t r i e s w i l l e l i m i n a t e the use of ta lc" and V a n d e r b i l t w i l l
be f orc ed out of busines s , the l e t t e r p r e d i c t e d .
A note to V a n d e r b i l t emp loye e s May 27, 1988, sa id: "We are certain that
the a spec t of l a b e l i n g our product as asbe s to s as required by the OSHA
r e g u l a t i o n s would lead to a rap id l o s s of our busines s . The p u b l i c p a n i c
over asbe s to s is such that our operat ion cou ld not survive the s t i g m a
a t ta ched to such a label ."
A b o u t the same time, then-company p r e s i d e n t H u g h V a n d e r b i l t came to
the mine to r a l l y the miners. A por t i on of his speech is v i v i d l y etched in
the minds of the miners who heard it.
B i l l F u l l e r w a s there.
"I've never seen a nicer dre s s ed , more w e l l - s p o k e n man in my l i f e , " he
r e c a l l s .
The mine cap ta in gathered all of the d a y - s h i f t miners and m i l l e r s in the
carpent er shop.
V a n d e r b i l t , a t t ired in a dark suit and tie, stood b e f o r e the talc-smeared
miners and t o l d them not to worry about the deba t e over d e f i n i n g the
f i b e r s in the t a l c as a sbe s to s because e v e r y t h i n g was under con tro l .
The miners ' d e p o s i t i o n s d i f f e r e d on how much money V a n d e r b i l t said he
had spent — h u n d r e d s of t h o u s a n d s or m i l l i o n s — but all agreed that
V a n d e r b i l t then t o l d his workers, it would be OK, tha t i f all e l s e f a i l e d , he
had a senator in his back pocket , and he made a show of p a t t i n g his
w a l l e t . He said none of them had to worry about th e i r j o b s .
Documents touted asbestos
N e i t h e r A b r a h a m ' s works, W i n e b u r g h ' s X-rays n o r t h e repeated s t u d i e s
b y N I O S H i n v e s t i g a t o r s h a s d i m i n i s h e d V a n d e r b i l t ' s i n s i s t e n c e that there
is no asbe s to s in its ta l c .
But g o i n g back years, Vanderbi l t ' s own documents t e l l a d i f f e r e n t s tory.
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In a J a n . 2, 1975, l e t t er f rom V a n d e r b i l t to the Georgia P a c i f i c Corp. in
P o r t l a n d , the sales o f f i c e wrote that "in a s suming the bu s ine s s of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l T a l c C o m p a n y , we w i l l continue to market f i v e f i b r o u s
a s b e s t i f o r m ta l c s , " and then went on the l i s t them.
The l e t t e r conc luded by saying V a n d e r b i l t would "label bags c o n t a i n i n g
these p r o d u c t s with an a sbe s to s caution labe l as f o l l o w s : CAUTION —
P R O D U C T C O N T A I N S A S B E S T O S F I B E R S . A V O I D C R E A T I N G
D U S T . B R E A T H I N G A S B E S T O S D U S T M A Y C A U S E S E R I O U S
BODILY H A R M . "
"At that time there was no one here at V a n d e r b i l t that had good
m i n e r a l o g i c a l e xper t i s e o r a f u l l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f what O S H A ' s
r e g u l a t i o n s were a l l about," K e l s e says. "The p e o p l e here d i d n ' t
under s tand that there are two variet ie s of t r e m o l i t e and they assumed that
meant that the company would have to label some of its t a l c p r o d u c t s as
a s b e s t o s - c on ta in ing .
"Then they hired a mineralogi s t who said, 'What are you d o i n g ? ' So the
company s t o p p e d " th e l a b e l i n g .
I n t e r n a t i o n a l T a l c , which mined f r o m the same area that V a n d e r b i l t
mines, s o ld at leas t seven d i f f e r e n t p r o d u c t s c a l l e d A s b e s t i n e . Court
document s show they contained as much as 50 percent asbestos.
Court document s show that pr i or to the advent of OSHA in 1972 and the
agency's concerns about asbes tos as a risk to workers, V a n d e r b i l t
c a p i t a l i z e d on the fa c t that its ta lc p r o d u c t s contained asbestos.
T a l c ' s l ong h i s tory
T a l c has been mined and m i l l e d in St. Lawrence C o u n t y since 1 878,
when H e n r y Palmer opened A m e r i c a ' s f i r s t t a l c mine, on a farm near
T a l c v i l l e . By the end of W o r l d War II, the county was honeycombed with
de ep s h a f t s and p i t s , some mom-and-pop o p e r a t i o n s , others p r o d u c i n g
t h o u s a n d s of tons of minerals. The miners dug not o n l y t a l c , but zinc,
lead and other minerals. The one common f i b e r throughout the mines was
asbes tos .
Y e t V a n d e r b i l t continues t o s a y i t i s n ' t s o .
In 1942, the Saranac Laboratory documented that a n t h o p h y l l i t e , t r e m o l i t e
and f o u r other f i b e r s were p l e n t i f u l in the mines.
A book p u b l i s h e d by V a n d e r b i l t in 1966 to c e l e bra t e its 50th anniversary
described the importance of the talc and asbes to s mixtures that it s o l d .
The d e p o s i t i o n o f F r e d e r i c k K u e h l , a min ing engineer who worked for
I n t e r n a t i o n a l T a l c for 27 years and ended up a general manager, t a l k e d of
the mine that V a n d e r b i l t bought having various t y p e s of a sbe s to s that
were mined d e p e n d i n g on what the customer needed.
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The t r e m o l i t e p o r t i o n went m o s t l y into wa l l t i l e s and p a i n t s , h e sa id . If
you wanted a f i b r o u s ore you mined the veins that contained more
a n t h o p h y l l i t e , K u e h l said.
In 1993, A r t h u r R o h l , a m i n e r a l o g i s t with Mount S i n a i S c h o o l o f
M e d i c i n e and c on su l tan t t o OSHA, t e s t i f i e d that a l l th e t a l c mines o f St.
Lawrence County contain a s b e s t i f o r m material . His s t u d i e s o f the
Gouverneur T a l c Mines f o u n d that the ore contained 60 percent t r e m o l i t e ,
a n t h o p h y l l i t e and a small amount of c h r y s o t i l e .
E f f e c t s continue today
T h e e f f e c t that V a n d e r b i l t , t h e asbestos i n d u s t r y , t h e American M i n i n g
Congre s s a n d t h e N a t i o n a l S t o n e A s s o c i a t i o n h a d i n t h e ' 7 0 s a n d ' 8 0 s o n
O S H A ' s d e f i n i t i o n o f asbestos continues t o have r a m i f i c a t i o n s t o d a y , we l l
beyond the s ickened t a l c miners.
The Consumer Product S a f e t y Commis s i on announced l a s t week that i t
had f o u n d trace amounts of a n t h o p h y l l i t e a sbe s to s in crayons. But the two
l a b s who d id th e g o v e r n m e n t ' s a n a l y s i s a l s o f o u n d much larger q u a n t i t i e s
o f what O S H A ' s labora tory i n S a l t Lake C i t y c a l l e d " t rans i t i ona l f i b e r s . "
S c o r e s of lab s across the country, t e s t i n g crayons for local and s tate
agencies, f o u n d the same f i b e r s and c a l l e d them a sbe s t o s , as d e f i n e d by
the Environmental Pro t e c t i on Agency .
U n l e s s or u n t i l OSHA decide s to revi s i t the asbe s to s d eba t e , the agency
must f o l l o w the d e c i s i o n s the indu s t ry pres sured it to make in 1980s.
S i n c e O S H A ' s laboratory does t h e a n a l y s i s f o r t h e M i n e S a f e t y a n d
H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h i s may be skewing the r e s u l t s o f s a m p l i n g done
by mine i n s p e c t o r s .
W i t h rare e x c e p t i o n s , O S H A ' s a n a l y s i s o f M S H A ' s t e s t i n g reported n o
asbes tos d e t e c t ed in s a m p l e s f r o m t a l c mines in New Y o r k , t a c on i t e
mines in N o r t h e r n M i c h i g a n and M i n n e s o t a and v e r m i c u l i t e mines in
V i r g i n i a a n d S o u t h C a r o l i n a .
Davit t M c A t e e r , MSHA's d i r e c t or , said in a J a n u a r y in t erv i ew that h e and
his t e chnica l s t a f f are m y s t i f i e d at the apparen t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s between no
asbes to s b e ing f o u n d and repor t s f r om unions, p h y s i c i a n s and miners
t h e m s e l v e s o f s i g n i f i c a n t a s b e s t o s -r e la t ed d i s ea s e s among the work f o r c e s
at these mines.
M e a n w h i l e , c o n d i t i o n s have improved somewhat at V a n d e r b i l t . Better
v e n t i l a t i o n has been i n s t a l l e d , and some workers have newer p r o t e c t i v e
gear, a l t h o u g h the dust is s t i l l a m a j o r concern.
As the miners in New York' s t a l c country continue to do what the ir
f a t h e r s and g r a n d f a t h e r s did for more than a century, they s t i l l must
wonder i f their s tories wi l l end d i f f e r e n t l y .
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No. 2 crayon maker says it had quit u s i n g t a l c ; t e s t sf i n d no asbestos
Saturday, June 3, 2000
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R E l
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R R E P O R T E R
A m e r i c a ' s s e cond- large s t crayon maker, Rose A r t , says i t s crayons no
longer are made with t a l c , and new t e s t s c onduc t ed for the S e a t t l e
P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r show no signs of cancer-causing asbes tos .
Rose Art was one of three crayon brands in which l a b o r a t o r i e s hired by
the P-I f o u n d t r e m o l i t e and a n t h o p h y l l i t e a sbe s t o s in repeat ed t e s t s
conducted earl ier th i s year. The other two brands were C r a y o l a and
Prang. A s b e s t o s was f o u n d in 32 of 40 crayons t e s t e d .
"I don't know whether there is asbes tos or not in the
t a l c , but I do know that we no longer used t a l c in our
crayons," Lawrence Rosen, Rose A r t ' s p r e s i d e n t , said
yes terday. "We haven't used t a l c in our crayons for at
l ea s t 1 5 months , a n d I ' m surpri s ed t o f i n d a n y o f t h e
o l d s t u f f s t i l l around."
Rosen said the Rose Art crayons te s t ed th i s s p r i n g for
the P-I "obv iou s ly were old stock and manu fa c tur ed
years ago."
Rose Art crayons bought ye s t erday were tes ted by
L a b / C o r I n c . , one of two S e a t t l e labs that did the
i n i t i a l t e s t i n g .

A S B E S T O S &
C R A Y O N S
W h a t w e f o u n d ,and what the r i s k sare
M o r e a r t i c l e s ...

"There was no a sbe s to s or ta l c f o u n d in the Rose Art crayons we t e s t ed
today," L a b / C o r pr e s id en t and chie f s c i en t i s t Robert F i s h e r said
yes terday.
C r a y o l a , Prang and Rose Art i n s i s t that there is no a s b e s t o s in the ir
crayons. The U . S . Consumer Product S a f e t y Commis s i on ha s taken
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the d i s p u t e and is having crayons ana lyz ed by ou t s i d e
l ab s . The c o m m i s s i o n ' s p r e l iminary f i n d i n g s are e xp e c t ed to be re leased
l a t e next week, said Russ Rader, th e agency' s d i r e c t o r o f p u b l i c a f f a i r s .
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Labs throughout the country have te s t ed crayons for government
agenc i e s , school d i s t r i c t s and news organiza t i on s . Mos t of the a n a l y s t s
b e l i ev e that the asbes tos is a contaminant in the t a l c that manufac tur er s
add to s t r e n g t h e n the crayons.
The ta l c used by most American crayon makers comes f r o m a mine in
u p s t a t e New Y o r k owned by R.T. V a n d e r b i l t Co.
V a n d e r b i l t says there is no asbes tos its t a l c , but the Connec t i cu t-based
company has been at the center of a content iou s , 30-year-old f i g h t with
government regulators and p u b l i c h e a l t h exper t s over whether the
cancer-causing f i b e r s are in its ta l c .
The produc t s a f e t y commission says it must not on ly de t ermine whether
there is a sb e s t o s in the crayons, but if there is, whether it p r e s en t s a
h e a l t h hazard t o ch i ldren. T h e amount o f a sbe s to s de t e c t ed i n t h e P - I ' s
t e s t i n g , and la t er t e s t s at many other lab s , showed r e l a t i v e l y low l e v e l s of
the carcinogenic f i b e r s . But more then 20 p h y s i c i a n s and p u b l i c h ea l th
e x p e r t s have said that no asbe s to s , at any l e v e l , s h o u l d be in any produc t
used by c h i l d r e n .
"I would l i k e to say that I f o r e saw th i s t a l c controversy and s t o p p e d it
because of that," said Rose Art's Rosen, "but in rea l i ty , we s t o p p e d using
the t a l c because it made a better, smoother drawing crayon.

: : F ? e 6 p i e in the"We haven' t used any V a n d e r b i l t t a l c , or any t a l c for that matter, for more w t i o t o u r j i M
than 15 months," Rosen said. "We s t i l l have unopened bags of it in the g e t - t a g e t h g r j
warehouse that we have no in t en t i on of ever u s ing again." = f r i e Q ^ v ; j^f
The P-I's report of asbe s to s in his and other crayons "came as a shock," he
said.
"There had never been any clue tha t the t a l c had a sbe s to s in it," he s a i d ,
a d d i n g that "99.9 percent of our crayons that are on store s h e l v e s t oday is
the new n o n - t a l c p r o d u c t s . We s e l l them to f o u r huge chains ( i n c l u d i n g
W a l - M a r t , T a r g e t and T o y s 'R' Us) and we know e x a c t l y where they are."
" N o b o d y wants to see a r e ca l l , and we're all w a i t i n g to see what the C P S C
f i n d s , " Rosen said.
When asked how consumers could d i f f e r e n t i a t e between the old crayons
with t a l c and th e new t a l c - f r e e mode l , Rosen sa id , "I' l l g e t back t o you."
R o s e n ' s N e w Jer s ey-ba s ed company, which i s f a m i l y - o w n e d , e m p l o y s
2,000 p e o p l e and produce s more than 500 m i l l i o n crayons a year in the
U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d T a i w a n .

P-I reporter Andrew Schneider can be reached at 206-448-82 J8 or
andrewschneider® Seattle -pi. com
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Dig near asbestos cleanup
reveals 7K-year-old a r t i f a c t s

LIBBY (AP) — An archaeological dig along the banks ofthe K o o t e n a i River east of here is revealing a r t i f a c t sbelieved to be 7,000 years old.The dig at the mouth of Rainy Creek is in connection witht h e Environmental Protec t ion A g e n c y ' s c l eanup o f a sbe s to scontaminat ion. A B i l l i n g s company, owned by archaeo log i s tS t e v e A a b e r g , was hired to do the dig, in c o m p l i a n c e withf e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s that demand p r o t e c t i o n o f c u l t u r a lresources.U s i n g hand t o o l s , A a b e r g and several a s s i s t a n t s haveretrieved a r t i f a c t s 3 to 4 f e e t below the g r o u n d ' s surface.Items include deer bones, a variety of stone tools , arrow-heads and darts. The excavation also turned up notched peb-bles, believed to have been used to weigh down f i s h i n g nets."In a n u t s h e l l , the s i t e was r e a l l y h eav i ly o c c u p i e d forseveral thou sand years," A a b e r g said. "We know that wehave s t u f f t h a t ' s around 7,000 years o l d . "The a r c h a e o l o g i s t s have been t a k i n g p r e c a u t i o n s tosh i e ld them f r o m asbe s to s . T h e y ' v e worn p r o t e c t i v e su i t sand r e s p i r a t o r s , and the area of the dig is d a m p e n e d to pre-vent dust f r o m ris ing,The ar t i f a c t s were found on private proper ty and l e g a l l ybelong to the proper ty owner. Aaberg said he hopes the itemsu l t i m a t e l y will go to the Kootenai Indians , for preservation,The a s b e s t o s c l e a n u p i s part o f a p r o j e c t to a d d r e s s cont-a m i n a t i o n t ied t o W , R . Grace C o . ' s o p e r a t i o n o f a vermi-c u l i t e mine near Libby. M i n i n g ceased about 10 years ago,but c on trover sy s u r r o u n d i n g i t c ont inue s , S o m e r e s i d e n t s o fL i b b y have b lamed d e a t h s and l i n g e r i n g h e a l t h p r o b l e m s ona s b e s t o s f r o m t h e Grace o p e r a t i o n s ,
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EPA sues for accessto Libby mine site
H Grace has given onlyl i m i t e d access t o f e d s

B y S H A N N O N D I N I N N Y
Associated Press Writer

H E L E N A — T h e f e d e r a lgovernment f i l e d suit againstW.R. Grace and Co. T h u r s d a yto gain immediat e access toth e c o m p a n y ' s f o rmer vermi-c u l i t e mine and screeningp l a n t in Libby.The suit was f i l e d in U.S.District Court in Mis s ou la by .,t h e U . S . D e p a r t m e n t o f J u s -tice on b e h a l f of the Environ-mental Prot e c t i on A g e n c y ,which has had only limitedaccess to the s i te to conductc l e a n u p opera t i on s .A l s o named in the suit isKootenai Development Co.,which purchas ed the p r o p e r t yf r o m Grace a f t e r t h e minec lo s ed in 1990.The EPA seeks to removea sb e s t o s - c on tamina t ed soilf r o m the s creening p l a n t , andto d i s p o s e of that soil and con-tinue c l e a n u p o p e r a t i o n s atthe f o r m e r mine s i te j u s tdown the road.A l a n S t r i n g e r , W . R . Gracer e p r e s e n t a t i v e in Libby andf o r m e r manager of the vermi^c u l i t e mine, said h e wa sn ' ts u r p r i s e d to hear of the law-suit."We were aware that theEPA had i n t e n d e d to do that,"S t r i n g e r said. " W e ' v e alwayswanted to do t h i s o u t s i d e thecourt s , and are s t i l l s earchingfor an amenable p o s i t i o n toboth sides."

Last week, the companyagreed to give environmentalr e g u l a t o r s access to the mine,but continued to b lo ck e f f o r t sto have the site used for wasteremoval." W e c a n ' t g e t t h e E P A t ot e l l us what they want tod u m p up there," S t r i n g e r sa id,"but t h e y ' r e d e m a n d i n g thatwe open the site."Paul Peronard, the EPAo f f i c i a l d i r e c t i n g t h e c l eanupin L i b b y , s t r o n g l y d i s a g r e e d ." T h a t ' s garbage — t h a t ' st h e s t u p i d e s t thing I ' v e everheard," he said. "They knowexactly what we want to putup there. T h e y know e x a c t l ywhere i t ' s coming from.T h e y ' v e known exac t ly whatw e ' v e been t a l k i n g aboutsince November."Several pub l i sh ed r epor t sin N o v e m b e r l inked the mineto dozens of a s b e s t o s - r e la t eddea th s and i l l n e s s e s amongLibby re s ident s and f o rmere m p l o y e e s .Grace op era t ed the minefrom 1963 unti l its c l o sure in1990, then sold the p r o p e r t y toK o o t e n a i Deve lopment Co.Earl ier this year, Graceacquired owner sh ip o f K o o t e -nai D e v e l o p m e n t ' s s t ock andrevoked t h e E P A ' s access t othe site.S t r i n g e r said Grace has hadsuccess in the pa s t in d e a l i n gwith the EPA in other areas,but "with r e spe c t to th i sregion, i t ' s been a l i t t l e d i f f e r -ent than that."S t r i n g e r said he could notcomment on the c o m p a n y ' snext move.



EPA andGrace
coming toterms

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N
IR State Bureau

HELENA — W . K . Graceand Co. has granted the U . S .Environmental Protec t ionA g e n c y par t ia l access to thesite of i t s f o rmer vermiculi temine near Libby, but the com-pany is s t i l l b l o c k i n g EPAplans to use the mine site forwaste d i s p o s a l .T h u s , the controversy cre-ated when Grace bought thep r o p e r t y and shut out EPAworkers in J u l y remains. EPAe m p l o y e e s can now enter thep r o p e r t y f o r inve s t igat ionsand t e s t i n g work, but the com-p a f l y i s s t i l l r e b u f f i n g E P Ap l a j i s t o d e p o s i t waste therefrom an
*trhey haye^ 'hp t aGqlaf

thing," said ..,_ _r ^0 _-,W.R. Grace r epre s enta t ive inL i l j b y and f ormer manager ofthe* vermicu l i t e mine.S t r i n g e r said Grace dec id-ed to let EPA workers contin-ue the ir t e s t i n g and inves t iga-t ions of the s i te because "wewant that data as muqh as. anybody else."The mine, which shut down10 years ago, has been linkedto dozens of a sb e s t o s -re la t edd e a t h s and i l l n e s s e s amongIsfbby r e s i d e n t s and f ormere m p l o y e e s . The EPA beganp l a n n i n g i t s massive c l eanupoperat ion of the f o rmer minelatfe la s t year, when newspa-gers p u b l i s h e d repor t s of thehigh rates of a sbe s to s poison-ing tied to the mine s i t e s .

•-"Paul P e r o n a r d , the EPAo f f i c i a l who d i r e c t s opera-t ions in L i b b y , said th i s t u r fb a t t l e with Grace is l ike ly todelay c l eanup opera t ions . Per-ohard said the waste f r o m then j i n e ' s f o rmer screening p l a n twas to be d u m p e d at the mine,but the EPA-was f o r c e d tomaike al ternate p l a n s whenGrace kicked the f e d e r a la:gency o f f t h e land. T h escreening p l a n t , l o ca t ed j u s tdown the road f r o m the oldmine, is where workers didthe f i r s t round of s e p a r a t i n gvermicul i t e f r o m mined ore.• ; : W h e n they barred t h e E P A•from mine p r o p e r t y , Graceo f f i c i a l s said they d i d n ' t wantt O f c F i s k a n y l i a b i l i t y f o r toxinst t j e EPA might d e p o s i t at theJ n i h e site. EPA o f f i c i a l s haveseveral orders toto re-open the p r o p e r -the company has not' c o m p l i e d .H a l t ' s been a pain, b u t w e ' r ei r j s ing to make it work," saidPeronard.i*Be said the EPA is c on s id-ering several o p t i o n s to p u s hthe' matter. W i t h i n the nextf ew days , Peronard said, EPAlawyers will d e c i d e whetherto sue over the issue or p u s hit t h r o u g h other venues.Even so, he a d d e d , " T h e s ew o n ' t resolve t h e issues.G r a c e will have the right tocontest."S t r i n g e r said h e ' s uncertainhow l o n g it will take to s e t t l ethe access issue e n t i r e l y ." T h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h elawyers on bo th s i d e s areworking on," said S t r i n g e r . "Ithink the EPA may bed emand ing more than we cangive."
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Grace p o l i c y
could boost
f e d cleanup
costs in Libby

L I B B Y ( A P ) — T h e govern-ment may have to s p e n d ana d d i t i o n a l $4.5 m i l l i o n toremove contaminated soilf r o m a nursery here, if W.R.Grace & Co. will not a l l ow thesoil to be p l a c e d at its f o r m e rvermicul i t e mine.Grace gained control of themine si te la s t week, thendenied the U . S . Environmen-t a l A g e n c y access. A f t e rGrace quit o p e r a t i n g the mineabout 10 years ago, K o o t e n a i ,Deve l opmen t C o r p . took overthe p r o p e r t y . Now Grace hasregained control by buyingtwo- th ird s o f K o o t e n a i Devel-o p m e n t ' s stock.The EPA has let contrac t s ;for removal of asbestos-cont^a-minated soil f r o m the nurs- .ery, where Grace used tohave a v ermi cu l i t e screeningp l a n t . Removal of the soil wasto begin over the next c o u p l eof weeks, EPA spoke smanPaul Peronard said.It makes sense to take thesoil eight miles to the mine,rather than trucking it to thenearest hazardous-materiald i s p o s a l s i t e , which is inS p o k a n e , Wash., Peronardsaid." I th ink i t ' s s t u p i d t o con-t e m p l a t e taking it anywhereelse," he said.Lawyers for the EPA areexamining t h e a g e n c y ' so p t i o n s ." W e ' d s u e W.R. Grace f o rth e extra expense, bu t th er e ' sno guarantee we 'd win," Per-onard said.



oeiGrace denie s
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B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N
IR State Bureau

HELENA — W.R. Graceand Co. has r e j e c t e d a U.S.Environmental P r o t e c t i o nA g e n c y demand f or immedi-ate access to i t s f o r m e r L i t j b ymine s i t e unt i l the EPAagrees t o G r a c e ' s groundru l e s , a t t orney s for the com-p a n y say.In a l e t t e r l a t e l a s t week tot h e EPA, lawyer s f o r Gracesaid the company will nothonor an EPA demand foraccess to carry on withc l e a n u p work at the s i te oft h e f o r m e r mine t h a t ' s beenl i n k e d to a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e dd e a t h s and i l l n e s s in the area.I t c a l l e d t h e E P A ' s order " a nu n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l t ak ing o f pri-vate p r o p e r t y f o r p u b l i c u s ewithout due proc e s s and j u s tcompensat ion."The l e t t e r said th e compa-ny wants f o u r t h i n g s f r o m theEPA: A p r e c i s e d e s c r i p t i o n ofp r o p e r t y the EPA wishes to
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Grace
continued f r o m 1A
enter; a d e s c r i p t i o n of e x a c t l ywhat the f e d e r a l agency p l a n sto do on each parce l of l a n d ;c o m p e n s a t i o n for any dam-ages caused by the EPA, andimmunity f r o m l i a b i l i t yagainst what the EPA does ormoves onto the p r o p e r t y .The EPA had p l a n n e d tot r a n s f e r a s b e s t o s - l a d e n wastef r o m an old p r o c e s s i n g p l a n tback onto mine p r o p e r t y dur-ing r emedia t i on. W.R. Graceand Co. las t week barred theEPA f r o m the s i te a f t e r th ecompany purcha s ed contro l-l i n g shares o f the d e v e l o p -ment f i r m that has owned thes i t e f o r several years. Thecompany r e j e c t e d an EPA calllast W e d n e s d a y for access tothe land within 24 hours."EPA has d emanded thatGrace u n i l a t e r a l l y s ign a doc-ument a l l o w i n g EPA to com-mandeer t h i r d - p a r t y p r i v a t ep r o p e r t y to serve as a d i s p o s -al s i te for E P A - g e n e r a t e dmaterials," said the l e t t e rf r om the a t torneys .An EPA o f f i c i a l in H e l e n asaid she's not sure how orwhen the mat t er will bere so lved. A t t o r n e y s f o r t h eEPA are G r a f t i n g a r e spon s eto Grace, said W e n d y T h o m i ,community involvement coor-dina tor f o r t h e § u p ! f r f u n do f f i c e . . ' ' ; ,. Grace is f a c i n g r o u g h l y 100lawsu i t s f r o m f o r m e r workersand other Libby r e s i d e n t s whohave h e a l t h p r o b l e m s theyhave linked to the a s b e s t o sf r o m t h e c o m p a n y ' s vermi-cul i t e mine. The mine, whichshut down 10 years ago, pro-

duced v ermi cu l i t e f o r insula-t ion and other p u r p o s e s . Thea s b e s t o s l inked to nearly 200d e a t h s in the area and numer-ous h e a l t h p r o b l e m s was pro-duced as a b y p r o d u c t of min-ing opera t i on s .The EPA has s t a r t e dc l eanup a t t h e c o m p a n y ' s f o r -mer screening p l a n t , whichs i t s across the highway f r o mthe actual mine. The screen-ing p l a n t was a f i r s t s t o p ino p e r a t i o n s , where workersi n i t i a l l y sorted v e r m i c u f l t ef r o m raw ore.A l a n S t r i n g e r , f o r m e r minesupervi sor a n d n o w G r a c e ' sr e p r e s e n t a t i v e in Libby, saidthe company wants to avoidany f a u l t for what the EPAmight d e p o s i t on the p r o p e r t y .Grace wants exact p l a n sb e f o r e it a l l o w s the EPA fur-ther access to the mine s i t e ,h e said. T h a t ' s p r i m a r i l y w h ythe company r epurcha s ed themine s i t e , S t r i n g e r e x p l a i n e d ." T h e r e were go ing to bei s sues r e l a t ed to ongo ingf u t u r e l i ab i l i ty , " saidS t r i n g e r . "We f e l t t h e onlyway we could have up f r o n tcontrol of the s i t u a t i o n was tobe in control of the proper ty ."T h o m i said the EPA hass p e c i f i c s i te c l eanup p l a n sand doe sn ' t intend t o movea n y t h i n g onto the old mines i te that d i d n ' t o r ig ina t ethere."The only t h i n g s we arego ing to be d i s p o s i n g of arewhat w e ' r e clean-ing u p f r o mthe screening plant," saidT h o m i .S t r i n g e r said he e x p e c t sthe d i s p u t e to be s e t t l e d with-in a week or two.
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snd EPA: Residentsshould be tested

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N
IR State Bureau

LIB BY — Anyone wholived in Libby b e fore the endof 1990 l ik e ly breathed inasbes tos f i b e r s p r o d u c e d byW . R . Grace a n d C o . ' s vermi-cu l i t e mine, the U.S. Envi-ronmental ProtectionAgency has warned area res-idents.In a local newspaper adlast week, the EPA point ed toair-quali ty t e s t s c onduc t ed inthe 1970s and 80s, both bythe company and by f e d e r a lregulators. The t e s t s de tec t-ed level s of airborneasbes tos p a r t i c l e s nowknown to be dangerous."There fore it is clear thata person was l ike ly exposedto asbestos f i b e r s by s i m p l yliving in Libby while themine was operating," thep u b l i c service message ,warned. "Even low l eve l s ofasbestos^xposure canincrease the risk of asbestosrelated disease."In its p u b l i c service ad,the EPA said W.R.. Grace &Co. t e s t ed the air on a rainyDecember day in 1975 indowntown Libby. The testshowed asbestos concentra-tions as high as 1.5 f i b e r s percubic centimeter, or 150times higher than the cur-rent a l l owab l e standard of0.1 f i b e r s per cubic centime-ter of air.But Grace spoke smanA l a n S t r i n g e r said in 1975,the a l lowable amount was

higher than 1.5, so air qual i tywas s t i l l .within the realm of -what was believed to be s a f eat the time. The Ctimpany, hesaid, knowingly did not putLibby residents at risk. Plus,he a d d e d , the test only o f f e r sa brie f snapshot of what wasgoing on 25 years ago.S t r i n g e r maintains that nolarge c louds of asbestos-laden dust f r om the mineever f i l l e d the skies of Libby13 miles away.As to the EPA assert ionthat everyone in Libby wasexposed b e f or e the mineshut down in late 1990,S t r i n g e r said, " t h a t ' s theirrhetoric.""It was one test and I don'tknow that's what it means,"Stringer said.But the EPA wants every-one who may have been *jJQ::e xpo s ed to check on their 'hea l th . The newspaper ad. ••also re f er s to a f ed e ra l air;otest in 1980, during anotherrainy period, when air sam-pl e s t e s t ed as high as .5f i b e r s per cubic cent imeterof air.
"While information aboutpast exposures is l imi t ed , webelieve these were no i solat-ed instances and that duringdry weather times and dur-ing weather inversions overLibby, or during periods ofhigh product ion at the mineor p r o c e s s i n g areas, a sbe s to sf i b e r counts could have beenmuch higher," the EPA l e t t e rs ta t ed. ' , '
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1B Tiger time
W o o d s l e a d s by six s trokes;poised to win British Open

as9A Fire at Mesa Verde
3,500-acre wl l t t f l r t In C o l o r a d o makes 3 - m l l erun overnight to thr t i t tn Indian reservation

Libby residents skeptieal of Gracepiedical plan
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NIR State Bureau

LIBBY — When the W.R.Grace and Co. d e c id ed too f f e r f r e e medical insuranceto f o r m e r e m p l o y e e s and oth-ers with h e a l t h p r o b l e m srelated to its mining opera-t i o f k ' h e r e , company o f f i c i a l se x p e c t e d throngs of takers.I n s t e a d , t h e p e o p l e o f Libbyhave l a r g e l y shunned G r a c e ' so f f e r o f b a s i c a l l y f r e e med-ical care for asbes tos-related

i l l n e s s e s . S i n c e theprogram was openedfor enrol lment inA p r i l , only a dozenp e o p l e have s igned on."I was naive. Ithought p e o p l e wouldbe l ined up to signup," said .AlanS t r i n g e r , f o rmer minesupervi sor and nowGrace ' s po int man inLibby.I n f a c t , S t r i n g e r - -didn't think he would be

to manage all theenrollments himselfand e xp e c t ed to hiresomeone to h e l p himget p e o p l e signed upfor h ea l th care. Butthe p e o p l e o f Libbyd o n ' t seem in t er e s t ed .I t a p p e a r s thatGrace has a majorc r e d i b i l i t y prob l emwith Libby r e s id en t s" i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i n i a n d f ormer employ-ees pf i t s vermicul i t eable mine. That's no surprise, as

' T h e p e o p l e w h ow o r k e d t h e r e d o n ' twant any part of ItNone o f th e workershave any faith inGrace,' ROBERT
W I L K I N S ,M I N E E M P L O Y E E

the company is s t i l l f a c i n g -,|?roughly 100 lawsuits from ~h

Libby-area r e s id en t s a l l e g i n gasbestos po i s on ing f r om theGrace vermiculi te mine th*tshut down in 1990. T h u s f i r ,r epor t s have linked nearly200 dea th s to the toxic du s t —a b y p r o d u c t Of the mine.Another 375 p e o p l e arer e p o r t e d l y i l l f r o m asbe s to sexposure.Robert W i l k i n s , a 25-year
More MEDICAL, page JOA
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j s t o s in insj[fork Times r e ip jI agency s h e l v e d }I of cancer-causirij»d harmless aiijii . . .„..._.„..__......... . ...tt «nu t o ld by EPA olffic^^he agency also scuttled" x s tud i e s and coni|n|eld to accept the company'
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i n t i n u e d I r o m 1 A
gure s , t h e o f f i c i a l s s a id .As a r e s u l t , Grace , alaker o f s p e c i a l t y chemi-a l s a n d b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s ,' a s a l l o w e d t o l a r g e l y avoidovernment s c r u t i n y andse the ore in p r o d u c t s , l i k ei r e p r o o f i n g , t h a t t h e compa-,y p r o m o t e d as a s b e s t o s -ree, the n e w s p a p e r said.In 1983, an agency o f f i c i a ln i s r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r epor ti n d d o w n p l a y e d i t s f i n d i n g sn r e s p o n d i n g to congres-s ional inquirie s about theevel of a s b e s t o s in the ore,mown as v e r m i c u l i t e , the> f f i c i a l s t o l d t h e n e w s p a p e r .T h e report r e s ur fa c ed a f t e r:he EPA began an inves t iga-tion in December into a hea l thcrisis at Libby, Mont . , whereGrace mined vermicul i t e until1990. Worker s and r e s i d e n t sthere have died and are dy ing

f r o m lung di sease at rates farabove the national average.The r epor t , l e t t e r s andother records have been sentto the EPA in sp e c t o r general,who p l a n s to begin an inquiryon M o n d a y , the o f f i c i a l s said." W e d o n ' t a s k o u r in spec torgeneral to do an inve s t i ga t i onl i g h t l y , " said S t e v e J o h n s o n ,d e p u t y a s s i s tant admini s t ra toro f t h e o f f i c e o f prevent ion,p e s t i c i d e s and toxic sub-stances. "We want to knowp r e c i s e l y what did happen."
T h e w i d e l y used f i r e p r o o f -ing m a t e r i a l s , as well as a t t i ci n s u l a t i o n and other prod- . :uc t s , l a r g e l y remain in thou-sands of homes and o f f i c e s .But the h e a l t h risks areunclear, because it is notknown how much a s b e s t o smay be pr e s en t in the p r o d -ucts. Grace said it had triedto remove as much a s b e s t o sas p o s s i b l e d u r i n g p r o c e s s -ing, and c o n t e n d e d that thep r o d u c t s c on ta ined on lytrace amount s o f a s b e s t o s .

J V l e d
cont inued f r o m
mine e m p l o y e e , was d i a g -nosed w i t h n s b e n t o s i s t w oyears ago. H P nurd Gracef o r d a m a g e s n n d n e t t l e d t h el a w s u i t , s o h r ' n n o t e l i g i b l et o p a r t i c i p l e I n t h e insur-ance p r o g r i i m , H u t h e ' s n o ts urpr i s ed at the l u c k o f com-munity i n t e r e s t I n t h e com-p a n y ' s o f f e r i m d »«ys h i s f or-m e r co-worker* d o n ' t intendto go near the p l a n ."The p e o p l e who workedthere d o n ' t want a n y par t o fit," said W i l k l n n . " N o n e o fth e workers have any f a i t hin Grace.""We t r u s t e d t h e m for 30-some-odd ye«r» and t h e y l i edto us," said W i l k l n s . " W h yth e he l l w o u l d t h e y changenow?"S t r i n g e r and o t h e r s aret r y i n g to send the me s sagethat r e s i d e n t s w i l l no t l o s et h e i r r i g h t s b y i i j r n i n g u p f o rt h e h e a l t h insurance p l a n .Former worktrt wdLibbvrea idcnu whohevc A l r e a d yRued th« mine and s e t t l e do u t - o f - c o u r t or had a j u d g -ment d e c l a r e d are not e l i g i -b l e f or ih* p l a n . But,S t r i n g e r M i d , tho s e withp e n d i n g l a w s u i t s andp l a n n e d l i t i g a t i o n a r e n ' ts i g n i n g away the i r r i g h t s t osue the company if t h e y usethe in surance p l a n .W h y t h e n , i s Grace o f f e r -ing what i t c e m s to be such ag e n e r o * i t y , with no s t r i n g sa t t a c h e d ?" I t ' i t t h e r igh t thing," saidS t r i n g e r , who superv i s ed mineo p e r n t l o n s for 10 years." T h e r e ' s n o ques t ion thatthere are p e o p l e who werep r o b a b l y e x p o s e d t o a s b e s t o sf r o m our operation."T h e q u e s t i o n tha t r e m a i n sis how many p e o p l e weree x p o s e d and what W.R.G r a c e s h o u l d do t o c o m p e n -s a t e t h e m . F o r s t a r t e r s ,S t r i n g e r sa id , t h e c o m p a n yw a n t e d t o o f f e r t h e h e a l t hin surance package t o t h o s ewho are i l l .T h e l a c k o f e n r o l l m e n t i snot due to a lack of concernabout h e a l t h p r o b l e m samong L i b b y r e s i d e n t s .

A l r e a d y , j p p o p l f havemade 0pp0bM8l«nt* w i t h f e d -eral h o f l U h o f f l c l J i U i n p a rt i c i p a l e in fr i t s c r e e n i n g s t oasse s s I hal f hen 1th r i s k s nndp o t e n t i a l p r o b l e m s f r o ma s b e s t o s e x p o s u r e .W i l k l n * s p e c u l a t e d t h eh i g h t u r n o u t f o r t h e f e d e r a ls c r e e n i n g * I s a m a t t e r o ft r u s t . T h e U . S . Environmen-t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y , h es a i d , " i s t h e o n l y f r i e n dw e ' v e g o t u p here."D r . S t e p h e n K a r d o s ,f o u n d e r and c h i e f execut iveo f f i c e r o f H e a l t h N e t w o r k o fA m e r i c a , t h e c ompany t h a t ' sa d m i n i s t e r i n g the insurancep l a n , was in L i b b y l a s t weekt o convince h o s p i t a l o f f i c i a l sand others that the med i ca lp a c k a g e is a good dea l .W.R. G r a c e , he s a i d ," c o u l d n ' t duck t h i s r e spons i-b i l i t y if it wanted to."K a r d o s said he th inksGrace s t e p p i n g f o r w a r d wi ththe in suranc e coverage is" h l i t o r y making" in c orpo-rate America" H e r e ' * a company t h a t ' *b e g g i n g p e o p l e t o l e t I t d os o m e t h i n g good f o r t h e m ,a n d t h e r e ' s r e s i s t a n c e , " s a idK a r d o s , whose c o m p a n yo p e r a t e s o u t o f N e w J e r s e yand oversees h e a l t h p l a n sacross the nat ion.J e a n i e G e n t r y , s p o k e s -woman f o r S t . J o h n ' s L u t h e r -an H o s p i t a l in L i b b y , s a i dt h e h o s p i t a l i s p u s h i n g peo-p l e t o take a d v a n t a g e o f t h i 1

insurance o f f e r ." W e ' r e e n c o u r a g i n gev erybody who can to s i g nup," said G e n t r y . "Event h o u g h we see some f l a w s inthe p l a n , i t p a y s for a lo t o ft h i n g s . "St i l l , s h e s a i d , many peo-p l e a r e a f r a i d t h a t e n r o l l i n gin the program w o u l d weak-en th e i r cases a g a i n s t thecompany. S o t h e r e ' s only s ofar the h o s p i t a l can go toencourage enro l lment ." F r o m bur p e r s p e c t i v e ,t h a t p l a n is one more po s s i -b l e p a y e r o f h o s p i t a l expens-es t h a t p e o p l e incur," saidG e n t r y . Y e t , s h e a d d e d , " I t ' sa hard call t o make a n d i t ' s aper s ona l dec i s ion."



Grace
c o n t l n u B d f rom 1A
in L i b b y , did not r e spond tot e l e p h o n e mes sage s T h u r s -day, But he said in an I n t e r -view th i s week tha t Grace isarguing about the c l a s s i f i c a -tion of a s b e s t o s f o u n d in ver-m i c u l i t e ore at L i b b y ands taying t h a t , t e c h n i c a l l y , it is,not a hazardous sub s tanceunder S u p e r f u n d and cleanair laws." T h e y are s t a k i n g the irground t o s a y / ' Y o u ( E P A )don' t have a claim in Libby, '" Peronard t o l d TheSpokesman-Review inS p o k a n e , Wash.-;. T h a t means the govern-ment could end up payingro iUipnf o f d o l l a p b f p r ^ ;

it at p r o c « i » l f f t i s ! « n t saround the country thatturned the ore into homeinsulat ion.i f W e n d y T h o m i , E P A ' s com-: tnuni ty involvement coordi-nator in H e l e n a , said T h u r s -day the agency has sent a" l e t t e r to Grace , .d emandingaccess to the L i b b y p r o p e r t y ." W e ' r e J u s t p l a y i n g a wait-ing game now to see howt h e y ' r e going t o r e spond t oour demand for access,"T h o m i said.She said the EPA does not

believe that G r a c e ' s restric-t ions on access will in anyw a y d e l a y t h e a g e n c y ' sc l eanup p l a n s this summer.T h e c o m p a n y ' s vermi-cul i t e p l a n t turned ore f r o mthe mine into home insula-tion for several years. EPAis order ing the company toclean up the site because ofhigh asbe s to s l evel s .The asbes to s was releasedfor years as a b y p r o d u c tf r o m the mine and has beenlinked to nearly 200 d e a t h sin the Libby region. An add i-tional 375 p e o p l e r e p o r t e d l yhave been d iagnos ed with ill-nesses l inked to a sbe s to sexposure.. : • • v X ' K :

Grace closed the mine in1990 and sold the site in 1994
leig"*ri and Jack Walter j>f o r m e r l y vice pres ident ofG r a c e ' s construction prod-ucts division. ' " ' f K v . ; " ' " . .EPA has been niegot iat ing ;•with K o o t e n a i Developmentto move 35,000 cubic yardsof asbestos-contaniinatedsoil f r o m G r a c e ' s formervermiculite plant into the 'mine. y • ;' '•• :Corcoran said Grace stillin t ends to have the contami-nated soil moved f r om theLibby insulat ion plant backto the mine.

\fiUJi**. J / \ ^ - . " ( ' f r \ U 0Grace buysback mine,bans EPA
• Officials deny the company istrying to pressure the agency

B y L E N ( W A N S K IAssociated Press Writer •
HELENA — W.R. Grace & Go. has repur-chased its f ormer vermiculite. mine at Libbyand revoked the Environmental P r o t e c t i o nAgency ' s access t o t h e s i t e , ' j. A Grace o f f i c i a l denied the company istrying to pressure EPA> but the agency' sc leanup coordinator in Libby said Grace isat o d d s with EPA over how to c l a s s i f y theasbestos f ound there, and over t e s t i n g meth-ods propo s ed by EPA."The U.S. EPA and its r epre s entat ive s ,contractors, agents, or guests are herebyf o r b i d d e n from entering"because of l i a b i l i t yissues, Grace o f f i c i a l ssaid in a l e t t e r to EPAthis week.Asbes t o s associatedwith the vermiculite hasbeen blamed for hun-dreds of deaths and ill-nesses in the Libby area.The EPA has been nego-tiat ing the cleanup of theS i t e . •••••••••••••••immmW i l l i a m Corcoran,Grace vice pre s ident for pub l i c and regula-tory a f f a i r s , laid the company does nothave l i a b i l i t y Insurance on the mine andsome associated property along the K o o t e -nai River.However, W.R. Grace spokesman GregEuston indicated T h u r s d a y there is more tobarring EPA o f f i c i a l * from the p r o p e r t ythan s imple concern about lack of insurancecoverage tf somebody tr ip s arid sprains anankle. , - . • , - ; /ii^eJiab.il|ty:19lies;tiims.l^feto do,,w,ith -hat £PA wants lo""ao:;qi;thg;land;-Tftey" 'can't be given aeeess again uatil Grace andthe EPA have worked that put," Euston said."it has everything to do with what EPAwould like to do on that land,"Euston denied that Grace was trying topressure the EPA by denying access."They can have escorted access," he said."They've been on the property. The proper-ty i sn't a mystery to them."Euston declined to comment on whetherG r a c e ' s move s ignals d i f f i c u l t i e s betweenthe company and EPA in resolving c l eanupissues.Paul Peronard, EPA cleanup coordinator

Mn-ro

' T h e U , S . E P A a n d i t srupresBntatlvBS, contrac-tors, agents, or ouestsare hereby forbiddenf r omarr t erM•". LETTER FROMG R A C E O F F I C I A L ST O T H E E P A
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EPA: Residentsshould be tested
B y J M T H L E E M M c l A U G H U N

IR State Bureau
LIBBY — Anyone wholived in Lihby before the endof 1990 likely breathed inasbestos f i b er s produced byW.R. Grace and Co.'s vermi-culite mine, the U.S. Envi-ronmental ProtectionAgency has warned area res-idents.In a local newspaper adlast week, the EPA pointed toair-quality tests conducted inthe 1970s and 80s, both bythe company and by federalregulators. The tests detect-ed levels of airborneasbestos part ic le s nowknown to be dangerous."Therefore it is clear thata person was l ike ly exposedto asbestos f i b er s by s implyliving in Libby while themine was operating," thepubl i c service message ,warned. "Even low levels.ofasbestos-exposure canincrease the risk of asbestosrelated disease."In its pub l i c service ad,the EPA said W.R.. Grace &Co. tested the air on a rainyDecember day in 197S indowntown Libby. The testshowed asbestos concentra-tions as high as 1.5 f ibers percubic centimeter, or 150times higher than the cur-rent allowable standard of0.1 f ib er s per cubic centime-ter of air.But Grace spokesmanAlan Stringer said in 1975,the allowable amount was

higher than J f j 5 p i 0 p a i r quality;was s t i l L w i t h j f i a E f i e y r e a l m of -what was belie^jd jto be sa feat the time. T h i J a H h p a n y , hesaid, knowingly did not putLibby residents a£r|sk. Plus,he added, the tesjjjbniy offersa brief snapshot^! what wasgoing on 25 years ago.Stringer maintains that nolarge clouds of asbestos-laden dust from the mineever f i l l e d the skies of Libby13 miles away.As to the EPA assertionthat everyone in Libby wasexposed before the mineshut down in late 1990,Stringer said, "that' s theirrhetoric." ."It was one test and I don'tknow that's what it means,"Stringer said,But the EPA wants every-one who may have been f^^exposed to check on theirhealth. The newspaper ad .also refers to a federal air^otest in 1980, during anotherrainy period, when air sam-ples tested as high as .5fibers per cubic centimeterof air. ,,
"While information about -past exposures is limited, webelieve these were no isolat-ed instances and that duringdry weather times arid dur-ing weather inversions overLibby, or during periods ofhigh production at the mineor processing areas, asbestosf i b er counts could have beenmuch higher," the EPA letters t a t e d . , '':



ColumbiaCp. and qthps^ claiming they haveop^asj je s tos-related ldis jeaselrom exposure to''

t F a U s , p l a n t i n i 9 Sand is s t i l l emplpye id- there iTobiason worked t||^6tpi997. . v>»'It: The lawsuits, f i l e d i nin Kai|spel l , aret t o a s u i t f i i e d l a s t

Tobia so i itn^bmpanies knew ; ito^asbestbs was' a ,- ' " ^ S ^ f i p l ^ B o . ,' /i- . ; . - "work at

over
; Aluminum Investprs^Gi^ ;- p lu s current owner G l e n e p r f i^v iAcqui s i t i o ja l i cX\V.!l^Oraceiii^the; jrrimary; defendant in rijp^ than 100=v iawsuits still p e t t d l n g hi Liri-;/ coin Cpuiity. pv^jr as|>est6s; exposurei f r p n i the t ie funct; vermiculiteinine in Libby.'•2:.-: Sorepson and J o b i a s p n .claim aluminum>plant man-j agemeht cpncealed the|j asbestos dange?^ f rpm work-| er̂ s and told them it was safe

:--to ww* ^er^S^v5;afc]}<^£-M-, ;,The;pjr^! i*"^ -^^^- •cpmpens

ages, ;. • ; ; e i > i - - ''f-White asbestos irisuiatipB.was used to wrap p ipe s in theplant's earlier year s, asbestoshas never been used directly
e P h i l i p s ,



T ikJLrr"^ T/y|oo"~Ub5y residentsge t t ing former
B y K A T H L E E N M c t A O G H L I N. IR State Bureau

HELENA — The lawyerbehind "A Civil Act i on" —the f a m e d tox i c-was t e c la s saction lawsui t against W.R.Grace Co. in M a s s a c h u s e t t s— is part of the l egal team•repre s en t ing L i b b y resi-d e n t s in l a w s u i t s againstGrace over a s b e s t o s po i s on-ing.
Jan S c h l i c h t m a n n , nowf a m o u s for his work againstGrace in Woburn, Mas s . , isin L i b b y th i s week to meetwith c l i e n t s and go overf a c t s in the case, a c c ord ingto Roger S u l l i v a n , aK a l i s p e l l a t t orney workingorulhe p r o j e c t . S u l l i v a n saidt M e ] l e g a l team is not makingt f e i s a p u b l i c i t y event.S c h l i c h t m a n n will not bemaking any p u b l i c speeche snor giving media interviewswhile i n Libby. Rather, h e ' sthere s t r i c t l y as a lawyer.

"We have quite a team ofat torneys as sembled," saidS u l l i v a n , a d d i n g thatS c h l i c h t m a n n "is s i m p l y oneof a number of attorneys."" W e ' r e j u s t d o i n g a s t a t u sconf erence and havingsome meetings," S u l l i v a ne x p l a i n e d .
S u l l i v a n said f i v e f i r m sf r o m around the countryare now working on theL i b b y l a w s u i t s , which seekdamage s f r om Grace f o rr e s i d e n t s ' e xpo sure toasbe s t o s t ox in s and r e la t edi l l n e s s e s . The a s b e s t o s wasreleased as a b y p r o d u c tf r o m t h e c o m p a n y ' s nearbyvermicul i t e mine for years.The mine, which c l o s ed in1990, has been l inked tonearly 200 a s b e s t o s - r e la t edd e a t h s in the L i b b y region.A n o t h e r 375 p e o p l e havebeen d i a g n o s e d with i l l n e s s -es l inked to a s b e s t o s expo-

More L\BBY,page 10A

Libby
con t inued f r o m 1 A
sure.

S u l l i v a n said S c h l i c h t m a n nis an asset to the L i b b y casebecause h e ' s a n e xp er i enc edp l a i n t i f f s ' l a w y e r a n d h a sex t en s iv e e x p e r i e n c e d e a l i n gwith W.R. Grace . T h a t exper i-ence was o u t l i n e d in b o t h the1995 novel , "A C i v i l A c t i o n , "an3 its sub s equent f i l m ver-sion. J o h n T r a v o l t a p o r t r a y e dS c h l i c h t m a n n in the 1999
r.mpy.ie.... , : . . . . _ : , , . , . ; • . ; :'""'$HeiWoburn.cas&tiftgan in!.•1979., when s t a t e i n v e s t i g a -t or s b l a m e d t o x i n s in dr ink-ing water for an u n u s u a l l yh igh number o f l e u k e m i acases in the area around ani n d u s t r i a l area. A m o n g o therc o m p a n i e s l o c a t e d there ,

machine tool f a c t o r y su sp e c t -ed of having a hand in poi son-ing wel l s . A j u r y f o u n d Gracel i a b l e in the mid-1980s, in averdic t l a t e r set a s ide by aj u d g e .S u l l i v a n said he wants toavoid undue a t t e n t i o n aboutS c h l i c h t m a n n ' s involvementin the L i b b y cases. The law-sui t s are about the c l i en t s , hee x p l a i n e d , not about any par-t i c u l a r lawyer working ontheir b e h a l f .W.R. Grace o f f i c i a l s werenot aware of S c h l i c h t m a n n ' sinvolvement in the^LlbbyC a s e s , b u t w e r e n ' t p a r t i c u l a r -ly shocked by the news." I d i d n ' t know, a n d i t ' s n o tr e a l l y any of my business,"said Bil l Corcoran, a vice-p r e s i d e n t for Grace in Mary-



hut down in: 1990 is e l i g i b l esecond heal thea're clinic fo¥ asbestos vic-tims o p e H s / i f c r e Monaay,'v i c t i i ^ f a ' s b e ; s t o s expo-
.' • ; *Tht £eitteMbr Asbestos RelatedDisie*«j f i l l e r t f i e direction of Dr.- Brad Black, will f o l l o w u^> on a- screening program already under-

?VWS3^*f ^;S*^; v 2&&: •-:-:• " : . ;:'" '•- :: ;: :

The healtn care i j p f r o g r a n w are;for Libby residents who may h«vebeen e j q e t to high levels olf "

I INDEPENDENT RECORD

o. vermiculiteinine . Anyone who lived in Libby' . = f l o r a t least i s ix months before t h e" JA- I - " • -.-•'-•'-.-••-'•••' :- ' ' - •'

id j expo sure to asbestosig diseases asiilurig eaneer and
.and Diseas^^egistryLibby r e s i d e n t s ; f r e e c h e s t :and a lung : Capaci ty test. Itf i o j s c r e e in about -3,QQO:peo-'ii^i^i^iitli^^^;:-:^^^^:^-screeninf Sirreh t ly beingthe AT S0R is an importantt e p ; b ' u ^ i t ? d o e t not give aperson a; f in£ i j d iagho s i s , " Blaeksaid. "Our center is aimed at h e l p -ing p eop l e take the next s t ep to

f i n d out for certain if they have anasbes tosHrelat^d d i s ea i e ,ani i i f so.he lp themiie^eiop a ca|« plan^The center^ operates in anew;*modular bup i ja ig near the St.J o n i ' s l ^ u t h j e r a n H o s p i t a l Prompt
6 Black '* phys i c f encenter will be s t a f f e d

program coordmator, and medical' ' " 1 " : ' " " ' '"Our rofeWnot to take the placeof at>ulmonai^speciaUst in a ; ; ,;p a t i e n t ' s ; tf eatnSeniplan; or *o takethe place of their primary-carephysician," Black s a i d . ' " B u t thereare a number of services we can K

giiil
provide herein ^ Ubby that don'require a speclaliit'i level of c;and that cwi best b* done iasottcentral place. -.• --•=-:;: "-^ ;;

In addi t i on to d i a g n o s t i c andref erral §el*toei, tiw «Mtatei8caschedule patients for fo l low--upiti or screening s, TK* iUfffiialso o f f e r free ongolnf educatiand some ^^«lteilervicB-> Tne lirl^^lt to the cliiiilwinclude a physician evaluation
. .ATSDR''screijiiinji*:-i • •if addi t ionaH«it i ,coand CT s tudie s , or a d d i t i o n a plow-up visits are recomme0ej



r> l i b b y asbestos
• j_ •aintingeould beworst on

ia- t lBBY (AP) — The f ear sab<?ut asbes tos sickness thatLibby residents will fa c e forthe next two or three decade smay become the t ex tbookexample of a worst-case sce-nario for stress management,health-care s p e c i a l i s t s say."There's no good example tocompare to Libby," said JanShuber t , an environmentalpro t e c t i on spec ial i s t and socialworker from Washington.^C."Thi s is the worst case" ofasbe s to s-re lated i l lnes s everdocumented.
N e w s report s last Novem-ber tried to tabula t e the num-ber of p e o p l e a f f e c t e d byasbes tos exposure from theW.R. Grace vermiculite mine.The count then was.192 deadand 375 sick. No one knowshow many more will be strick-e.n>or how long it will a f f e c tthe community.toPeop l e generally have aneasier time^iealing with acutestress that la s t s only a shorttime. A crisis like a hurricanei s ' o v e r thickly, a n d p e o p l ebegin rebuilding j:heir Jive sqrickly, she sai3/^ I

But Libby f a m i l i e s will dealwith chronic s tres s for 20 or30 years because of the l ongla tency period of asbestos-related disease. P e o p l e i n f e c t -ed in 1990 may not becomesick unti l 2010 or 2020.Shuber t and Dr. Pam Tuck-er of the A g e n c y for T o x i cS u b s t a n c e s and Disease Reg-i s try conducted a series ofstress-management workshopsin Libby last month to trainhealth-care p r o f e s s i o n a l s .T h e y laid the groundwork fora s u p p o r t group for victims ofasbes tos-related disease.Many re s ident s a f f e c t e d byasbes tos prob l ems ac c ep t edinvitations to a t t end. S h e l l yS p e n c e r , a s ingle mother whohas vermiculite insulat ion s i f t -ing out of the at t i c of her homethrough cracks in the ce i l ingand c l o s e t s , f o u n d the meet-ings h e l p f u l ." I t l e t m e know I ' m nor-mal," S p e n c e r said. " I ' m stuckin this s i tuat ion, and I worrytoday, worry tomorrow, andnothing ge t s any better."
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Libby asbestos
Hill, EPA o f f i c i a l s want toknow why EPA didn't act

H E L E N A ( A P ) — T h r e e t o p o f f i c i a l sof the Environmental Protec t ion A g e n c yand U.S. Rep. Rick Hill, R-Mont., wantan i n d e p e n d e n t inves t igation to f i n d outwhy the agency didn't act 15 years agowhen it learned that asbes tos was k i l l i n gp e o p l e in Libby.T h e y sent l e t t e r s T u e s d a y to theE P A ' s i n s p e c t o r general r eque s t ing a ni n d e p e n d e n t inve s t iga t i on of thea g e n c y ' s actions in monitoring the W.R.Grace vermicul i t e mine, which the com-pany c l o s ed 10 years _________ago. A newspaper reported thatan EPA scientist said oneEPA study in the mid-1980s showed that mineworkers faced a near-100percent certainty ofa s b e s t o s - r e la t ed d ea th ,

Rebecca Hanmer,act ing director ofthe Region 8 o f f i c ein Denver, t o ldI n s p e c t o r GeneralN i k k i T i n s l e y thatque s t i on s need to beanswered about thef e d e r a l govern-
m e n t ' s record O f mmmttammmsiiammaismmadecision on theLibby vermiculite operation."" She was jo ined by T i m o t h y F i e l d s Jr.,assistant admini s trator of the EPAO f f i c e o f S o l i d W a s t e and EmergencyRespon s e , and S u s a n W a y l a n d , actingas s i s tan t admini s trator of the O f f i c e o fPrevention, P e s t i c i d e s and T o x i c S u b -stances. Both F i e l d s and W a y l a n d workin the EPA o f f i c e in Washington, D.C.An EPA sc i ent i s t , Chr i s t opher W e i s ,to ld a j ourna l i sm conference in Col-orado last month that his agency hadknown for years that asbestos f i b e r sf r o m the mine were making Libby resi-d e n t s sick. The Bozeman Daily Chroni-cle r e p o r t e d that W e i s said one EPAs t u d y in the mid-1980s showed that mineworkers f a c e d a near-100 percent cer-tainty of a s b e s t o s -r e la t ed death.

T h e a g e n c y ' s regional o f f i c e d i d n o t . . " . ' ,begin working on the issue unti l la s tN o v e m b e r , when n e w s p a p e r r epor t s , ' , ' , ]attributed nearly 200 deaths in theLibby area to asbe s to s contamination ,,, -,f rom t h e mine. ' . ' ! 'The hazardous asbe s to s was a b y p r o c l V ,uct of the vermiculite, a material used .;in in su la t ion. _^,N o w , H a n m e r , F i e l d s a n d Wayland : ' . , ?want the agency to review claims thatthe W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., h eadquar t e r s o f O pthe agency never p a s s e d the word about;!Libby to its western o f f i c e for action. J.~^Regional EPA o f f i c i a l s said they were: ' 'b l i n d s i d e d by the news reports. A stateEPA spokesman said his f i l e s were" c o m p l e t e l y enyity" on the Libby situa- .tion." T h e s e de c i s i ons were made more ,,-than 15 years ago when f e d e r a l p o l i c i e sr e g a r d i n g a s b e s t o s c on tamina t i on ,r emed ia t i on and worker s a f e t y werebeing d e v e l o p e d , " the o f f i c i a l s wrote , ,-,,this week. "The record of decision, par-j-.t i cu lar ly as it re late s to EPA involve- , ; . .ment with other f e d e r a l agencies, needsto be reconstructed by an impartial enti-ty."
U.S. Rep. Rick Hill , R-Mont., alsowrote to T i n s l e y this week, reiteratingthe need for an inves t igat ion. In a sepa-rate l e t t e r to T i n s l e y , Hill voiced strongs u p p o r t f or an i n d e p e n d e n t inve s t iga-tion.
"The s i tua t ion in Libby is tragic , andif thi s ( C h r o n i c l e ) s t ory is accurate, thef a i l u r e of the EPA to react when it f i r s t ;-became aware of the h e a l t h risks to i fi_>mine e m p l o y e e s and r e s i d e n t s demon- oias t ra t e s an ex traordinary and shocking jq=f a i l u r e t o f u l f i l l E P A ' s o b l iga t i on s , " H i l l Msa id , r /a
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!fl Big bite
reat Fall s man recovering f r o meinj^bit ten by G l a c i e r b lack bear

6A S t o p p i n g the shovels
Justice lawyers ask j u d g e to halt p r o p o s e dFourth o f July shovel protest in Nevada

Staying put
Greenpeac e cont inuing to shownuclear waste in F r e n c h waters mfor Lib by inves t igation

i A g e n c y ' s regional o f f i c ia l srant internal probe ofsbestos-related deathsaused by vermicul i t e mine
B y K A T H L E E N M c l A U G H L I NIR State Bureau

H E L E N A — Regional o f f i c i a l s o fae *^k Environmental Pro t e c t i on' are ca l l ing for an indepen-

dent inve s t iga t i on to f i n d out why.the^xtaal agency did not act 15years ago when it f ir s t i e enred thatT a s b e s t o s f i b e r s f r o m a vermiculitemine in Libby were kil l ing people .In a l e t t e r T u e s d a y to the EPAinspector general, acting EPAregional admini s t ra tor RebeccaHammer and two other administra-tors f rom the Denver regional o f f i c easked for a thorough look at theagency' s h a n d l i n g o f and r e sponse t orepor t s of contamination from the

W.R. Grace mine in Libby, whichshut down 10 years ago.The EPA came under f i r e la t e lastmonth when one of its s c i ent i s t s t o lda journalism conference in Coloradothat his agency had known for yearsthat asbestos f i b e r s f r o m the minewere making Libby r e s ident s sick.The s c i ent i s t , C h r i s t o p h e r Wei s , said,one EPA study in the mid-1980sshowed that mine workers f a c e d anear-100 percent certainty ofasbestos-related death.

S t i l l , t h e a g e n c y ' s regional o f f i c ehad not begun working on the issueuntil la t e las t year, when a S e a t t l enewspaper r epor t e r wrote a seriesthat connected nearly 200 deaths inthe Libby area to asbes tos contami-nation from the mine. The haz-ardous asbes tos was produced as ab y p r o d u c t in p r o c e s s i n g vermi-culite, a material used in insulation.N o w , Hammer and others in theE P A ' s Denver o f f i c e want t h eagency to review claims that the

W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., headquarter s ithe agency never passed the woiabout Libby to i t s western o f f i c eaction. |"Questions have been raised Ijthe r e s id en t s of Libby, governmio f f i c i a l s and concerned citizensregarding the f e d e r a l governmedec i s ion record on the Libby veiculite operations," said the l e t t e if r o m Hammer and EPA o f f i c i a l s
More LIBBY, pd\
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libby
cont inued f r o m f A
T i m o f n y F i e l d s , J r . a n d S u s a nW a y l a i d ._ " T h e s e d e c i s i o n s weremade more than 15 years agowhen f e d e r a l p o l i c i e s r egard-ing a sbe s to s contaminat ion,r e m e d i a t i o n and worker s a f e -ty were being d e v e l o p e d . Therecord of dec i s ion, p a r t i c u l a r -ly as it r e la te s to EPA involve-ment with other f e d e r a l agen-cies, needs to be reconstruct-ed by an impar t ia l entity."i. massive e f f o r t is now underly to clean up the site andpress the health concerns for| residents of Libby.lontana U.S. Rep. Rick|1 also demanded a neutrall e s t i g a t i o n into the mat ter .

In a s e p a r a t e l e t t e r t o T i n s l e y ,H i l l voiced s t r o n g s u p p o r t f o ran i n d e p e n d e n t inve s t i ga t i on ."The record of d e c i s i on ,p a r t i c u l a r l y as it r e l a t e d toEPA involvement with otherf e d e r a l agencies, needs to beexamined by an i m p a r t i a lentity," Hill wrote.If the EPA knew about thecontamination more than adecade ago, Hill wrote, "thef a i l u r e of the EPA to reactwhen it f i r s t became aware ofthe health risks to mineemp loye e s and r e s i d en t sdemonstrates an extraordi-nary and shocking f a i l u r e tof u l f i l l E P A ' s obligations."A s p o k e s p e r s o n for W.R.Grace could not be reachedf o r comment la t e T u e s d a y .
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E P A ' d r o p p e d b a l l ' o n Libby
Agency scientist:EPA aware ofGrace asbestos15 years ago

B O Z E M A N ( A P ) — T h e Environmen-tal Protection Agency knew more than15 years ago that d e a d l y a s b e s t o s f i b e r swere k i l l i n g p e o p l e in L i b b y , a newspa-per repor t ed W e d n e s d a y .The Bozemah Daily Chronicle quotedC h r i s t o p h e r W e i s , an EPA t o x i c o l o g i s t ,who said the a g e n c y ' s W a s h i n g t o n , D.C.,h eadquar t er s was aware of the Libbys i tuat ion but never pas s ed the in forma-tion a l ong to the regional o f f i c e in Den-ver — which is now heading up the EPAresponse in Libby.T h e n e w s p a p e r said W e i s c o n f i r m e dt h e a g e n c y ' s k n o w l e d g e o f t h e s i t u a t i o nin L i b b y in remarks last week at a Uni-vers i ty o f C o l o r a d o environmental j our-nali sm c o n f e r e n c e in Boulder , C o l o ."EPA is r e e l i n g in shock — the wholeagency — as to how thi s s l i p p e d t h r o u g hthe cracks," Weis t o ld that gathering. *"We d r o p p e d the ball.""In terms of what went wrong, it maybe years b e f o r e we f i g u r e t h i s out," hea d d e d .N e a r l y 200 d e a t h s r e l a t e d to a s b e s t o se xpo sur e have been r e p o r t e d in theLibby area, where a mine p r o d u c e dthousands of tons of asbes tos as ab y p r o d u c t of vermicu l i t e , used in insu-lat ion, as a g a r d e n i n g a d d i t i v e and inother p r o d u c t s .Las t N o v e m b e r , t h e S e a t t l e Post I n t e l -l i g enc er r e p o r t e d the hazard s in L i b b yin a series of s t or i e s . T h o s e s torie s sur-pr i s ed EPA o f f i c i a l s in Denver, saidW e i s , who was part of the f e d e r a l

response team in Libby.F u r t h e r investigation has shown thatthe initial t a l l y of the d e a t h t o l l in thetown of 2,700 p e o p l e may have been low,W e i s said."Asbe s to s ( r e l a t e d d e a t h ) i s notoriousf o r inaccurate d i a g n o s i s , s o i t ' s l i k e l yw e ' l l never know" t h e f u l l number o fdeath s , he said.T h e n a t u r a l l y occurring mineral k i l l sby invading lung t i s sue with micro s cop-ic f i b e r s , which can cause lung canceror asbestosi s , a thickening of the lungt i s sue that can e v e n t u a l l y be f a t a l . Itsometimes takes
'ERA is reeling in shod! - sure b e f or e svmP-the whole a g e n c y - a s to ^r

egm t o

how th i s s l ipped through EPA of f i c ia l s havethe cracks. We dropped **ovfn f or a Ion8.. . ,n t ime that a sb e s t o sm mi can kil l and tried toCHRISTOPHER WEIS ban the subs tance in
ms,***me*m<m*m!mimm*i the la t e 1980s. H o w -ever, a 1989 f e d e r a lcourt case ruled the ban i l l e g a l -Even prior to that , however, EPAknew that a s b e s t o s was k i l l i n g p e o p l e inL i b b y , W e i s said.

An EPA s t u d y at the W.R. Grace ver-micul i t e mine in the mid-1980s showedd e a t h p r o j e c t i o n s of "almost 100 per-cent" for miners there, W e i s s a id , mean-ing t h a t , if you worked in the mine, youwere p r o b a b l y go ing to die of a s b e s t o s -related di sease .
EPA is s a m p l i n g air, soil and othermaterial s in Libby to f i n d out j u s t howextensive the contaminat ion is.
However , EPA t e s t s f r o m as far backas 1981 showed asbestos l eve l s at f i v etimes currently a l l o w a b l e l e v e l s in thetown of Libby , which is f i v e miles f r o mthe mine,
A number of p e o p l e in the town s u f f e r

f r o m a sb e s t o s -r e la t ed d i s ea s e s , eventhough they neves worked in the mines.The mine ' s mill spewed as much as5,000 tons of a s b e s t o s a day and otherf i b e r s a p p a r e n t l y were brought home onthe d u s t y c l o t h i n g o f workers.W e i s s p e c u l a t e d that th e di seasenever came to the a t t en t i on of regula-tors because "mining culture" madep e o p l e r e l u c t a n t t o c omp la in , e s p e c i a l l ywhen the miners were well pa id forthe ir work.T h a t claim drew skep t i c i sm fromBonnie G e s t r i n g , a community organiz-er for the M o n t a n a EnvironmentalI n f o r m a t i o n Center in H e l e n a ."That d o e s n ' t even compute,"G e s t r i n g said. "I can' t be l i eve even oneof them would have chosen to contami-nate the ir f a m i l i e s . "
* W.R. Grace o f f i c i a l s a l so knew of thed a n g e r s , W e i s said.

The company contrac t ed with scien-t i s t s f r o m M c G i l l U n i v e r s i t y , w h oproved s imi lar danger s to the 1986 EPAs t u d y that never r e s u l t e d in act ion, W e i ssaid.
A f t e r that s t u d y w a s c o m p l e t e d ,Grace c l o s ed the mine.
Weis said EPA is working with 11other f e d e r a l agencies to make suresuch o v e r s i g h t s d o n ' t h a p p e n again.T h e y are working on communicat ionplans to make sure that agencies sharei n f o r m a t i o n , he said.
G e s t r i n g said there should be a f u l linve s t igat ion to determine why EPAnever r e s p o n d e d to the i n f o r m a t i o n itgather ed in the 1980s.
"There' s no excuse for them not hav-ing gone into Libby to a d d r e s s the s i tua-tion as soon as they knew about it," shesaid. "If they had s t e p p e d in at thattime, think how many lives could havebeen saved."


